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2 THE LOCAL FBEAOHERS' MUTUAL-AID A8SO0UTION. 

The next week, Jane 12th^ five letters appeared in the same paper in 
response to the above letter, which we will call No. 1. No. 2 approves 
of a meeting, bat snggests nothing definite. No. 3 suggests the starting 
of a Local Preachers' Magazine. 

One or two attempts had already been made to start a Local Preachers* 
Magazinej but neither of them lived three months. We may congratulate 
oarselves on having reached the mature age of thirty years. No. 4 is 
from a cautious brother, who asks, '' Who is No. 1 ? *' '< Does his name 
appear in any of our popular subscription lists ? " He hints very plainly 
that it is great presumption in such an unknown being to talk about 
ealling all the Methodist Local Preachers together in one great aggregate 
meeting. Nos. 5 and 6 approve of the suggestion, and would like to see 
the meeting gathered. 

On June 19th a letter appears (No. 7). It is a sort of testimony from 
several brethren, whose names are attached to it, that No. 1 has a real 
existence, that they know him, that he is no myth, although his name 
does not appear in the popular subscription lists, yet it does appear on 
their circuit plan as an accredited Local Preacher. Letter No. 8, on this 
date, suggests caution, so that there were cautious men at this time who 
would not that we should commit ourselves to any person or any object 
without due consideration. Quite right, brother. The wise man hath 
said, ^ Ponder the path of thy feet.*' 

June 26th, No. 1 appears again. Now, indeed, shadowing forth an 
object which was afterwards embodied in '< The Local Preachers' 
Mutual-Aid Assoclltion." This letter is thoroughly characteristic of 
our brother's enthusiastic and sanguine nature. He calculates that there 
are 13,140 Local Preachers : they are each of them to subscribe lOs. ; 
this would produce £6,070, which sum invested at 5 per cent, would 
yield £341. If each of these 13,140 Local Preachers gave one penny a 
week, the amount added to the £341 would make a total of £2,737 ; 
this would allow 10s. a week to 117 poor old brethren. But if the weekly 
subscription should be 2d. or 3d., the benefit would be incalculable. 
This sanguine brother at the end of his letter says, <* The more I look at 
the matter, the more practicable it becomes." 

Those of us of cooler temperaments, looking back on these sanguine 
calculations of our brother, are likely to say, <' How wild such expecta- 
tions, to think of moving at once 13,000 persons to give 10s. and a penny 
« week I" Of course the thing was very unlikely, and every thinking man 
would say so. After all, it is to such apparently wild theorists that we 
owe most of our greatest discoveries and our material advances during 
the last hundred years. Therefore, although our brother's expectations 
were not reached, yet a start had been given, and the Association lives 
4ifter haying distributed to their sick and poor brethren, and for their 
.interment when dead, the noble sum of £57,000. 

July 3rd, No. 10 inquires if, in addition to a sick and benevolent fund^ 
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and the pnblication of a Local Preachers* Magazine^ something conld not 
be done to establish a school for Local Preachers* sons ? 

On Jnlj 17th, No. 11 approves of the object, and od July 23rd, No. 12 
having heard some mntterings that these Local Preachers intended to do 
something to injure Methodism in their projected gathering, repudiates 
all idea of anything of that kind, and contemplates nothing bat good to 
flow from snch a benevolent idea. Correspondents to the paper began to 
specalate on the number likely to be present at the coming general 
meeting. One says 1,000 or 1,500, another puts the number down 
at 3,000. 

The London Circuits had already begun to move. A meeting was 
called for July 18th, to be held at Hart's Temperance Hotel, Aldersgate 
Street. The meeting was held, and the project moved on a stage. A 
preliminary meeting was fixed to be held at Birmingham, and representa- 
tives were sent from London and many other places. 

The Birmingham meeting was held July 24th, 1849, when twenty-four 
brethren assembled from di£ferent parts of the kingdom, and unanimously 
passed the following resolutions : — 

I. That this meeting form itself into a committee, with power to add to 
its number, for the purpose of considering the best means of providing 
relief for distressed Local Preachers in the Wesleyan Methodist Con- 
nexion. 

II. That this meeting recommends that a society be now formed, to be 
called The General Wesleyan Methodist Local Preachers' Matual-Aid 
Association. 

III. That the object contemplated by this meeting shall be to afford 
assistance to Local Preachers in times of sickness, distress, and old age. 

IV. That the entrance fee into this Society be IDs. 
Y. That the terms of subscription be 2d. per week. 

YI. That all persons contributing one guinea per annum, become 
honorary members. 

YII. That this meeting is strongly of opinion that the rules of the 
society be formed upon principles, giving the claimants upon the fund a 
right to relief, and recommends this resolution to the serious considera- 
tion of a future meeting. 

Yin. That the officers of the Association shall consist of President, 
Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretaries, and Committee. Number 9 and 
10 appointed corresponding and district secretaries. 

IX. That an aggregate meeting be held in London on the 3rd and 4th 
October next, and that each circuit be requested to send a representative^ 
in addition to those who may voluntarily attend. 

The basis of the Association was evidently laid at this meeting of 
July 24th, 1849, at Birmingham. What was done in the following 
October in London, was but a widening of the base and the filling up of 
the scheme. 

B 2 



1 INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 

Letters continned to appear in the paper. No. 20 says that this 
object had been npon his mind for sixteen years; bat there was no organ 
at that time throngh which they coald make known their thonghts. 

On September lOth, in notices from correspondents, we get this little 
piece of information in order to show the need there was for the Asso- 
ciation : — '* An old local preacher who was reduced to the necessity of 
taking up his abode in the workhouse, yet went out on the Sabbath to 
take his appointments on the circuit plan as a preadber.*' 

An advertisement of the great meeting to be held in Freemasons' Hall» 
October 8rd and 4th, appeared in the papers. Vigorous efforts were 
made to obtain accommodation for the brethren, and in every direction 
they were most cordially met. As far as information reached us, we 

» 

know not which were the most pleased, the hosts with their guests, or 
the guests with their hosts. Some time afterwards , when we inquired of a 
lady friend if she could entertain a delegate for another meeting, she 
answered, '* No;*' but added, ** If it were Mr. H. (the Local Preacher dele- 
gate on this occasion) I would give up my own bed to entertain Atm." 

(To be continued.) 



INAUGURAL ADDRESS TO THE WESLEYAN METHODIST 
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION OF THE ST. HELEN'S 

AND PRESCOT CIRCUIT. 

BY MR. WM. S. HOPOEAFT, OP BAINHHiL. 

Next to the blessing of God, the first thing necessary to make this 
Association successful is perfect confidence in each other's goodwill, a 
genuine desire to help each other. Brotherly love is something we often 
preach about. We believe it to be the cement which binds together the 
living stones in the Temple of God, and to be so essential that jars and 
discord can never be effectually barred out without it ; and while no one 
has any right to look for perfection in any one of us, while we have such 
human nature as most Christian men, each one has a right to expect the 
rest of the brethren to cherish and always to exhibit the spirit and dis- 
position of the Gospel we preach. 

Our mental habits necessarily incline us to be critical. Accustomed as 
we are to scan closely our own productions, we naturally bring to the 
work and productions of others the same habit of scrutiny. Perhaps 
most of us have found this habit of criticism so fixed that it often prevents 
our enjoying the sermons we hear ; and while the general audience is 
carried away by a torrent of earnest pleading, the preacher finds himself 
stranded npon some theological Raw, which, like a mountain-boulder, has 
rolled down into the stream. And this spirit of criticism, which we hope 
will find voice in our future meetings, we have each for himself so to 
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control and guide that it shall not break forth in impatient words or 
irony. Let us take care that it work not itself into unwarrantable 
activity, and cause brotherly love to become torpid and benumbed, killing 
our interest in each other. Of all men in the Church, the preachers of the 
Gk)Bpel should be most loving in their intercourse, and most tender of 
each other's feelings. How much we have in common in many points of 
trial I We alone can understand each other's feelings. A single touch 
of each other's experience may often lift ofif a great burden : and we hope 
that, with sincere desire to help each other, we shall lift great weights of 
difficulty from the shoulders of each other. We have, perhaps, pictured 
the joy with which the apostles greeted each other as they met from time 
to time on their long and distant tours, recounted their trials and 
triumphs, joined in a song of praise, gave each other advice, and then, 
girding up their loins, separated for other fields and other toils, and 
perhaps for martyrdom. How much they understood the value of 
brotherly love and mutual sympathy, we can easily comprehend. 

Our aim in this Association is to improve our preaching. In my humble 
opinion, there can be no excuse for weak and poor preaching, provided a 
man has ordinary intelligence and speaking power : and if he has not, 
there can be no excuse fot his folly in attempting the work. We have 
the best of themes, favourably disposed audiences, and the subject is 
momentous, inexhaustible, infinite in variety, and of universal concern. 
** The old, old story," ever new, and when simply and fittingly presented 
always interesting to an audience ; we have not to conciliate souls who are 
receptive and throb with sympathy. We have regular drill in the work ; 
we have weeks in which to prepare our sermons ; we are lifted on the 
shoulders of many generations, and have the benefit of men's past experience 
embodied in books ; we have eminent examples among the living, and in 
the records of the illustrous dead of the last eighteen centuries. Surely 
no field of labour should be more encouraging and productive. We have 
great opportunity and power in our hands, we want to know how to bring 
forth the power and use it efifectively. 

Kow, let us understand that this Association is not intended to provide 
as with pulpit furniture : it is only to show us how we may make it. 
It is not intended to supply us with sermons ; only to show us how we 
may frame them. fVe must get the material for ourselves, by hard study; 
and then get help how to put our study to account. Our own brain must 
give birth to thought, and we hope to help each other to throw that thought 
into form ; to mould it, and put it in a presentable condition. And let us 
not forget that, if we are to draw any real benefit from our union, we 
must supplement the work done here by hard work at home. We hope 
to learn how to put thought in order for the attack and defeat of the 
devil ; but it will be useless to learn how, if we have not the wherewithal 
to do it : and it will be just so much waste time to our account if, after 
spending whole evenings here, we do not train our minds to settle down 
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to thonghty to obey onr will, and pnrsae thought till we have mastered 
what we want and accomplished our purpose. 

I dare say the early experience of each of us in preaching was mudi 
alike. We thought it very easy to make a sermon ; and perhaps the first few 
sermons were made with little trouble; perhaps, too, they were worth 
about as much as they cost. But as our conceptions of what a sermon 
should be, expanded, and we began to see a sermon to be really a work of 
art, with its properly placed figures, its light and shade, with one great 
thought pervading the whole, we began to feel it hard work to make a 
sermon that should answer our thought of what it sho];ild be. But that 
is so in the case of anything valuable. We find outside that to win 
Taluable things means hard work ; and we are willing to give it if we may 
win them. And I am sure we shall not be less willing to work hard if we 
may'.win souls for Christ, and fashion characters for heaven. 

I have found that truth, to be felt and understood, must not be covered 
Qp in words ; that to hit hard,, our sentences must be close and compact ; 
that to make the truth clear to others, we must first have it very clear 
before our own minds. And to do all this is not easy work for any man ; not 
for men who are set apart for it, and have comparatively little else to do : 
but for us, who have to win our bread in worldly employment, it means 
downright hard work : it means, study, training, and devotion. Is the 
work worth it ? If it is, let us give it in no grudging manner, but with 
all our hearts. 

In reference to the future of the Association, I hope that while every 
one will take part in the proceedings, and freely speak his mind on the 
various subjects brought up for consideration, we shall not degenerate into 
a debating club, and speechify for the sake of airing oratorical powers. 
I hope we shall be able to form a Book Club, that by a small contribution 
from each member, we may purchase desirable books to be handed round 
till read, and then sold to the highest bidder. We shall thus obtain a 
variety of brain-food, otherwise inaccessible to most of us, because of the 
expense. I would also recommend that old sermon-outlines (which 
having done full duty may be supposed to be superannuated) be submitted 
for criticism. Help would thus be given to the less experienced brethren, 
and to those of us who find this part of the work specially difficult. I 
Boggest old sermon-outlines, because there would, in the use of these, be 
no fear of discouraging a man on some subject to which he had perhaps 
devoted hours of patient thought; and upon which, perhaps, he would like 
to preach ; by taking his structure to pieces, and showing him how faulty 
it is. I am sure we shall all see the need of giving to this branch of the 
work (outlines) all due attention, seeing that the power of our sermons to 
rouse to thought and fix Divine truth in men's memories depends so much 
upon thought following thought in regular order and in due proportion. 

A minister once told me that the highest compliment he ever received 
was from an old woman, who said, *' Mr. , I can always remember your 
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sermons. They are jast like winding cotton off a bobbin ;" and it seenis to 
me that this order and proportion is really the backbone of preaching power ; 
and that according as we fail or excel in it, oar words will be like feathers 
flyingy or well directed shot, which may be heated at the throne of God. 

Let ns ever remember that our work is not to please or entertain 
the people, but to make truth stick in their hearts and consciences. 
And in these days of School- Boards and Mutual-Improvement Societies, 
thought J with order ^ good logic, and method, are necessary to command the 
respect of our hearers : and failing to command their respect, we shall 
not fail to do them much good. 

[We have accepted this MS. for our Magazine ; but as a considerable 
portion of it was written with pencil instead of ink, we must warn our 
brethren against imposing, in thia manner, so serious a tax upon our 
sight and time. Papers written in pencil we must reject. Time and 
sight are too precious to be wasted. — Editors.] 



THE LORD MAYOR— MoARTHUR. 

It is with peculiar satisfaction that we live in a day when a zealous 
Methodist is elevated to the position of Chief Magistrate of the largest 
and most influential city in the world, and that the gentleman so honoured 
is one of the honorary members of the Local Preachers' Association. 
We remember a time when the Methodists were "a sect everywhere 
spoken against," and when no calumny was too vile to be raised against 
them, and to be welcomed and circulated. At that time it was as little 
likely that a member of the reviled and despised sect would become 
Mayor of England's metropolis, as to take possession of her throne and 
sway her sceptre. " The times of this ignorance " and prejudice have 
passed away; and now only a scurrilous writer in an ill-natured periodical 
or two will vent his spleen against a man of unimpeachable rectitude and 
indomitable energy and public spirit, because of his fixed religious prin- 
ciples, when placed in a position of high dignity and more than ordinary 
responsibility. 

Some of our readers are aware that the present Lord Mayor is a son 
of an Irish Wesleyan Minister. His' father, the Rev. John MoArthub, 
entered the itinerant service of Methodism in 1792, and his name stood 
upon the Minutes of Conference until 1840, in which year it disappeared. 
He had finished his course and passed to his reward. The Wesletah 
'Magazine of 1840, page 780, contains the following obituary notice : — 
" In his youth he became a member of the Wesleyan Society, and was 
soon, through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, blessed with the knowledge 
of salvation by the remission of sins, and enabled to rejoice in hope of 
eternal life. Shortly after his conversion he began to recommend ta 
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(McArthar), and 7,043. The artisans of Londonderry doubtless con- 
siderably aided this brilliant snccess, as they passed a resolntiont 
recommending 'onr worthy fellow-townsman, Mr. AfcArthnr, to the 
working men of Lambeth, as a gentleman of the highest integ rity ; one, 
who, if elected as their representative to the Imperial Parliamen t, will be 
a member in whose promises they may place most implicit confidence. ' 

'^ The new member quickly gained great popularity among his con- 
stituents, and early in 1872 he and Sir J. C. Lawrence were entertained 
at a public dinner at the Bridge House Hotel." 

'' The junior Member for Lambeth has done good service for the 
Metropolis by initiating and obtaining, with the help of other members, 
the passing of the Bill freeing the Metropolitan Bridges from toll for 
ever ; an undertaking which entailed no slight exertion for a long, time 
previous to its achievement. These and other efforts were probably re- 
membered with gratitude by his constituents, as at the general election 
of last spring, he was returned a third time by a substantial majority 
over his old opponent, Mr. Morgan Howard, Q.C, on a poll of 18,983 to 
16,701. 

" Mr. McAithur has devoted considerable attention to Colonial affairs, 
and has interested himself in various matters connected with Great 
Britain, notably 'Fiji Annexation,' which he strongly advocated, and 
which was carried principally through his exertions. The relations of 
the Alderman with the Australian Colonies have long been of the most 
cordial character; and his business transactions being so extensive, 
naturally bring him into association with many friends from the Antipodes 
and other parts of the Pacific. It is not surprising, therefore, that after 
the fatigues of the Parliamentary Session of 1878, Mr. Mc Arthur should 
seek rest and change by a visit to Australasia, where he received a 
gratifying reception ; the various public bodies, as well as hosts of private 
friends, hasting to do him honour. He was entertained by the Corpora- 
tion and citizens of Sydney, by the Corporation and citizens of Adelaide, 
and by both Houses of the Legislature of New South Wales. The latter 
assembly was of an imposing character ; and the chairman, the Honour- 
able Sir John Hay, E.O.M.G., made a felicitous reference to the civic 
position of the guest of the evening. He said : — ' Mr. McArthur, whom 
we have now the pleasure of entertaining, has come amongst us with the 
prestige of a name honoured in the commercial relations of this colony. 
(Qreat cheering.) We have long been accustomed to that name as 
designating one of the leading houses in the commercial circle of New 
South Wales and adjoining colonies. Our guest has also come amongst 
us in another character— not so often recognised in Australia — that of an 
Alderman of the great and ancient city of London (cheers), as a member 
of the greatest of the old Corporations of England ; one which still main- 
tains its ancient dignity, and one which, I will venture to say, is still 
dear to the feelings of the English people. (Cheers.) But Mr. McArthur 
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is not only an Alderman of the Oity of London ; for f h e lire a few years 
more, we are snre to hear of him as the Lord May or of that city 
(applanse) ; and I am glad to say that, looking npon Mr. Mc Arthur as 
we do to-night, there is every probability of his becom ing Lord Mayor 
of London, becanse his life is evidently a very good one ; and we hope 
that when his time comes, he will be ready to take the mantle of that 
office npon him.' (Loud cheers.) 

*' Mr. McArthar is a Depaty Lieatenant of the City of London, a 
Magistrate of the County of Sarrey, a Fellow of the Boy al Geographical 
Society, a Member of the City, Reform, and City Liberal Clubs, and 
holds various important commercial positions. He is a Director of the 
City Bank, a Director of the Australian Telegraph Comp any, a Director 
of the Bank of Australia, and Chairman of the Star Assurance Com- 
paay. He is widely known as an active member of the Aborigines 
Protection Society, is a prominent supporter of various undertakings 
connected with the Wesleyan body, of which he is an honoured leader ; 
and amongst other philanthropic positions, holds that of Treasurer of 
the Surrey Dispensary. 

*' Nor is Mr. Mc Arthur a prophet without honour in his own country ; 
as, when he some years ago visited Derry, in his capacity as a member 
of the Deputation of the Irish Society, he was entertained at a banquet 
by the inhabitants, at which were present representatives of every religious 
denomination and all political parties. 

*' \a summing up our sketch of the incoming Chief Magistrate, it may 
be remarked that Mr. Alderman McArthur has rather had distinctions 
imposed npon him than gone out of his way to seek them. He had only 
one acquaintance in London when he settled in the City a stranger, in 
1827 ; and, in the course of eleven or twelve years he, without solicitation,, 
became Sheriff, Alderman, an Assistant at the Court of a leading Quild, 
and Director of several Companies : thus affording another instance of 
the success which attends force of character, united with moral influence 
and consistent action.*' 

Amidst all this success and prosperity, there are counterbalancing 
circumstances that call for sympathy. These circumstances, however^ 
leave the Lord Mayor at liberty to expend his exuberant energy in the 
service of the public, and to employ his varied talents in promoting many 
humane, philanthropic, and Christian objects. We rejoice in his elevation 
to so high a dignity and so influential a position. We pray God to give 
him a happy and prosperous official year.^ Nevertheless, we say with 
boldness and gladness, that we prefer, beyond all comparison, the lowly 
office of a Methodist Local Preacher to all the dignity and splendour 
belonging to the office of Lord Mayor of London. Joseph glorified God 
^t the Court of Egypt, and Daniel at that of Babylon ; so, we believe, 
will the Methodist Lord Mayor in the Civic Chair. We honour him 
in his high position ; but our greater joy is to preach '< the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God." 
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A BKIEF FAMILY TOUR IN DEVON AND CORNWALL, IN 

OCTOBER, 1878. 

A CIRCUIT steward in one of the London circuits, having inyited his 
colleague and the ministers of the circuit, with their wives and some 
other friends, to partake of tea and spend an evening at his house, early 
in July, 1877, his wife was fully occupied in making all necessary 
arraugement for the comfort of her guests. The company had assembled, 
and a pleasant and profitable evening was anticipated, when an un- 
expected calamity suddenly cast a gloom over all, and turned social joy 
into sorrow, and brightness into gloom. 

The lady of the house, leaving the friends in cheerful conversation in 
her drawing-room, went into another room to light a spirit-lamp. The 
weather being warm, her dress was of light muslin, which, unconsciously 
to herself, caught fire. She soon found herself in flames, when she 
rushed out of the room into the spacious entrance hall, screaming in 
terror. She had presence of mind to seize a small mat, and press it to 
her chest. That prevented her being then and there burnt to death. 
Had she thrown herself upon the carpet, and rolled herself over upon it, 
the flames would probably have been immediately extinguished. This 
did not occur to her. Instead of that she paced the hall ; two of her 
young sons who were upon the stairs, and saw their mother in flames, 
blended their cries with hers. The company was alarmed. Her husband 
came out of the drawing-room to ascertain the cause of the commotion, 
when, seeing his wife enveloped in flames, he instantly seized her, and laid 
her prostrate on the floor. Mats were speedily laid about her person, 
and the flames extinguished; but smouldering fire, unperceived, made 
Buch havoc of the arms, that when the cindered clothing was removed 
portions of muscle, especially of the left arm, hung in shreds and tatters. 
The back as well as the arms was fearfully burnt. It was an awful 
calamity. 

Speedily as possible the sufferer was got to bed, and olive oil and cotton 
wool, being in the house, were instantly applied. The family doctor was 
fiummoned, and was sooti in attendance. A maiden sister who had gone 
up from the country on a visit intended to be for a fortnight only, was 
present. Both were to have gone together to the old home at the end of 
the week. The pleasing anticipation was blighted by this terrible 
disaster, and the deyoted sister stayed nearly a year, together with a pro- 
fessional nurse, watching over and taking care of the dear patient. Such 
were the sufferings endured, that death was often desired rather than life. 
The most emi nent surgeons in London were consulted on the case, and 
every possible attention was rendered by the family doctor. All held out 
hope of life being spared by proper care and treatment ; but sometimes 
doubt and gloom prevailed more than sanguine hope ; and the agony of 
suffering far exceeded all that martyrs had to endure. Theirs was soon 
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oyer ; bat hers was continaons, night and day, for more than twelve 
dismal months. At length, however, healing was effected, leaving 
only the fingers of the left hand so rigid and attenuated as to be of 
little use. 

Change of air as soon as practicable was an absolute necessity. ^ When 
she became able to bear the motion of a carriage, she was taken to 
Hastings, where she remained about three weeks, and was materially 
benefited thereby. Ten or more weeks were then spent at home, daring 
which she experienced a slow but gradual improvement, sufficient in 
degree to admit of travelling without extreme suffering. A tour was 
therefore projected, that might afiford pleasure and help to restore health 
and strength. Her husband, her aged father, her sister who had nursed 
her, and herself, formed a convenient family party for an enjoyable tour. 
The counties of Devon and Cornwall were fixed upon, for the sake of their 
charming scenery and healthy air ; by which all that had been anticipated 
was fully realised, as shall now be related. 

On Tuesday, October 1st, 1878, the party of four set out from London 
by the Great Western line, from the Paddington Station, at 11.45, for 
Exeter, where they arrived at a quarter past four, being ten minutes late. 
An omnibus conveyed them to the Half Moon Hotel, where comfortable 
accommodation was obtained. The writer being one of the party, will 
now exchange the third for the first person in continuing the narrative. 

After a refreshing tea we took a stroll about the city, going first to the 
cathedral yard, then along the High Street, down to the bridge and across 
it, and then back and to the upper part of the street, leisurely observing 
the shops and their ample stores of goods and the tasteful displays of 
their brilliantly lighted windows. The ramble was a relief after the long 
ride by rail ; but all were glad to get rather early to bed, and especially 
the worn-down invalid. 

On the following day, although the weather was fine, fog and vapour 
prevailed until the afternoon. We visited the cathedral ; an ancient and 
highly decorated structure, abounding in historical associations of much 
interest, and containing the mortal remains of many men who were 
eminent in their day. From the cathedral we went to the museum, which . 
contains a large and well-arranged collection of specimens in geology and 
natural history, and of various curiosities, over which our limited time 
allowed us not to linger. 

After having perambulated the city a little more, we hired a conveyance 
for a drive into the country. We had a charming round ; a little way up 
the river, then across the bridge, and down the bank of the stream on the 
other side, through some deep and picturesque lanes, back to the city, and 
to those parts of it which we had not previously visited. It is a fine old 
city, flourishing and wealthy, the capital of a beautiful and fruitful 
county (Devon), and dating from an early period of English history. 

At two o'clock we left our hotel by omnibus for the station, and pro-> 
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ceeded bj the 2.20 down tnin, tlinnigli nradi b e auUful ■ccdcij, to 
P1jiiioQth« Tlie trnn was Terx crowded, so thai we lied to aeei onradree 
in different compeilinente of tbe seme cmiegey eller no little effort to 
find Teeent seete. We reached FlTmooth at ebont i.40, and mnde 
choice of Fatiejr'e Cominereial and Family Hotel, where we obtained 
comfortnble beds, bdt in rooms connderably apart from each other; tiie 
hotel consistiDg of three houses joined together, and the rooms being 
eonseqaentlj considerablj scattered. 

After an nblntion aod n good tea, we went out for n walk, going first 
np to an elerated groond called the Hoe, whence we had a fine p rospect 
and a Tiew of the Eddjstone Light. The son hnying s^, we remained 
not long oat, but retained to oor hotel, and soon after nine o'dodk 

'retired. 

Thubsdat, October 3rd. — ^A Inxorioas night's rest npon a good feather 
bed, oTcrspread with warm blankets and an eider-down corerlet^ fitted me 
for a day's enjoyment and exertion. After breakiast we again took n 
walk np the Hoe, and enjoyed the magnificent panorama of marine, 
rirer, and land scenery. We descended thence to Stonehoase, to obtain 
a caid of admissi on to Moont Edgcambe Park, and a gaide through the 
park. We had to cross the Hamoaze water in a smaU boat, rowed by an 
aged tar. Before reachiog the water we passed the militaiy station, and 
saw a large namber of soldiers go through exercises that interested as, 
as well as heard martial strains that were aroafling and inspiring. Onr 
boatman plied his oars weU. We had to pay him tenpence for the ^wb 
passengers— oarselyes and the gnide— and then a landing toll of a penny 
each. There is a ferry-boat, howerer, at a fare of one penny only for each 
passeoger, free of landing toll. 

Many ships lay upon the water orer which we were conreyed. We 
passed near some of them, the names of which were mentioned by the 
gaide. Among them were the Boyal Admiral, the Impregnable, the 
*Oorgon (which carries four guns of eighteen tons each), the Fondroyant,the 
Cambridge (an exercising ship), and the Himalaya (jast starting off for 
Cyprns). Oar boat passed close to the Coldrap, of London, a coal ship 
coming in ; and we were so near to her that I feared we should be in her 
coarse and in p eril ; but our guide and boatman both assured us we were 
in 00 danger. W e had an extra moyement of the water, but not much, 
as she was a screw steamer. 

Entering the park of Moont Edgcumbe from the landing, we walked 
along a carriage road that rises graduaUy in the rear of the house com- 
manding extensiye and magnificent scenery, and ornamented with a great 
Tariety of forest and other trees, some of them natiyes of foreign lands. 
We passed a flock of beautiful sheep, closely placed, in care of a shepherd 
and his do g. The latter seemed a good-natured and intelligent animal. 
He came to me and manifested great pleasure in being noticed and 
caressed. At the call of bis master, howeyer, he started off instantly to 
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Ilim, and showed his skill in managing the flock, as well as his ohedience 
to the shepherd. We passed, also, several herd of deer, some of the 
stags having magnificent antlers. We saw some fine turkeys and dncks; 
the latter being strong on wing, and, onr guide said, half wild, flying 
about as wild ducks do. In several parts there are rabbits in great 
abundance. When shot they are given to the poor, and especially to 
cotters and tenants upon the estate. 

Great havoc was made among the trees of this park by a terrific hur- 
ricane, on t^e 14th of the preceding October. No fewer than 130 were 
blown down, and many more were shorn of luxuriant branches. By the 
same storm a ship of 200 tons, called the '< G. M. Jones," was carried 
over the breakwater and wrecked. Every hand but one perished. The 
breakwater is a mile long, and forty- eight feet wide at tl^e top, spreading 
oat to 300 feet at the base. What an awful force of wind and sea there 
must have been to carry such a vessel over such a mass of masonry ! 

On the south side of the park, next the sea, we found fuchsias thick in 
flower, with arbutus and other delicate trees in bloom. There are some 
Australian trees, and some very noble old firs, great variety of oaks, 
grand old elms, and a profusion of laurestina, laurel, and rhododendron, 
gome of the latter bloom twice a year. The laurels are some of them 
unusually strong and lofty. One of them, close to the road, is fifty-two 
feet high, and the diameter of its trunk six feet two inches. The trunk of 
one tall tree had parted into two branches, and then united again, form- 
ing thereby a long oval opening that has a singular appearance. 

On getting towards the house we met two daughters and the son of the 
Earl, on horseback, attended by a servant. These are the only children 
of his lordship. The ladies are beautiful, and all three looked amiable. 

Beturning to the water, we were conveyed to near the tramway 
station, and thence by tram ^bus to our hotel, the line passing the .door. 
After recruiting our exhausted strength with a needed repast, we took 
our departure by the 2.85 train for Penzance. The train was crowded, 
and there was a great crowd of people on the platform. We were sur- 
prised to see so many in the month of October. 

Two ladies, who seemed to be mother and daughter, sat next to me as 
far as Truro, where they changed for Falmouth. The matronly lady was 
suffering f^om bronchitis, and was .going to see friends at Falmouth, in- 
tending to proceed thence to Penzance for the winter. She had travelled 
on the Continent, but not quite so extensively as I. She had been about 
England and Wales also, but not to Scotland. Like the generality of 
travelled persons, she was very affable and agreeable ; and I had great 
pleasure in showing her and her daughter — if such was the relationship-* 
all the courtesy of a gentleman fellow-passenger. When these ladies 
had vacated their seats at the Truro station, together with several other 
passenger?, a young gentleman and lady entered our compartment, and 
from their demeanour — altogether respectable and irreproachable — my 
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inference was that they were either declared lovers, or sympathetically 
diuposed towards each other. I ventured to ask the-yoang gent whether 
he lived at Penzance. He said he did. Well, then, could he recommend 
a comfortable hotel of moderate charges ? To this inquiry the lady 
replied, " His father keeps an hotel." <* What hotel ? " " The Western.'* 
" Well, we want a comfortable hotel ; but, you know, some hotels are 
much higher in their charges than others ; and we do not want one of the 
highest class." The lady assured us it was a comfortable Family Hotel, 
as well as Commercial. I then asked the young gent whether the 
charges were by the day. He said they were by the meal, &c., not by 
the day, as is customary with the generality of English hotels. Our 
conclusion was that probably that would suit us as well as any other 
arrangement, and that we should do as well there as at any place in the 
town; and as a 'bus came to meet the trains, we concluded to go by the 
hotel 'bus to the " Western Hotel." We found all we needed and desired. 
I was conducted to a bedroom of sufficient dimensions, but having 
only a mattress for sleeping upon. To that I objected; but a proffer of 
replacing it by a feather bed was promptly made, and all was soon 
arranged satisfactorily. Letters were soon obtained at the Post Office^ 
and all our minds made easy about our homes. 

(To he continued.) 
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MEMOIE OF JOHN PAINE. 
BY HIS DAUGHTER. 
My late beloved father was born on the 20th September, 1813, at Had- 
denham, a village in Buckinghamshire^ and departed this life November 
9th, 1879, aged 66 years. He was an only child. At the age of eight 
he lost his father, and was left to the sole care of his mother. 

About this time the Wesley an ministers first visited Haddenham, and 
she, with many others, was led to attend their preaching. Having 
** tasted that the Lord is gracious," and felt " the powers of the world to 
come," she soon identified herself with the people of God, welcomed the 
ministers to her house, and in effect declared to all around, ** As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

In addition to regular family prayer, she frequently took her dear son 
into a place of retirement for instruction, counsel, and prayer ; and she 
never parted with him for his scholastic pursuits without special advice, 
admonition, and earnest pleading with Qod on his behalf. Nor were 
these early instructions in vain ; for, as he often said when speaking in a 
love feast, it was all owing to a mother's prayers. After long and earnest 
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seeking he found peace with God, on June 3rd, 1834, in Cuddington 
Chapel, while listening to a dear servant of God from the words, " So 
ran that ye may obtain.** He was made so happy that, at the close of 
the service, he arose and told what the Lord had done for him. 

He had been variously engaged in work for God previous to this ; but 
now it became his greatest delight to spend and be spent in His service* 
He took his first preaching appointment the following March, and found 
the Lord better to him than all his fears ; and his diary from time to 
time testifies (though with tjie greatest humility) how greatly his labours 
were blessed, and how much he was himself blessed in the work. He 
met with many accidents, but was most graciously preserved in going to 
and returning from his appointments. 

He travelled many hundreds of miles, and often very long journeys, 
to carry the glad tidings of salvation, and had the happiness of pointing 
many penitents to the Lamb of God ; and it is believed many will be the 
crown of his rejoicing in the day of God. It was his privilege to be en- 
gaged in many blessed revivals with some of God*s eminent servants who 
are with him now enjoying their reward. He was appointed class-leader 
in 1840, and faithfully discharged the duty of that office for thirty-six 
years. 

On July 6th, 1836, he was united in marriage to Ann Clarke. Writing 
of that happy event, he says, " How exceedingly kind the Lord has been, 
to grant me the desire of my heart." This happy union continued over 
forty years. 

His diary, from time to time, testifies of his growth in grace. May 6th, 
1845, he writes, " I am persuaded there is no section of the Church of 
Christ that has such privileges and means of grace as the Methodists. 
How thankful I am my lot has been cast among them ! I am seeking for 
a fuller measure of God's sanctifying spirit. 

** The powerful stamp I long to feel, 
The signature of love divine." 

August 18. — ** I had a good Sabbath yesterday. 1 what a refreshing 

season from the presence of the Lord was our band at six o'clock in the 

morning; what a manifestation was I favoured with in the concluding 

prayer ; what a brilliant view ; it was as though a ray of the Divine 

Glory fell on my soul I" 

July 2nd, 1848. — ** Christ's atonement is my only hope." 

Feb. 27th, 1849. — *' Memorable day. At family prayer this morning I 

did feel ' the blood of Jesus Christ cleanse me from all sin.' Whilst 

repeating hymn 415, coming to the third verse, * My soul breaks out,*&c., 

I was overpowered, and could not go on ; but my inmost soul was melted, . 

and I could reckon myself dead indeed unto sin, through Jesus Christ my 

Lord.* " After this, many in his class were enabled to testify of the like 

blessing. 

• ' 
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July 8rd, 1850.-*" On Sunday last I had a glorious day; liberty, 
light, life, and power whilst preaching. O the power of holiness ; Lord, 
help me to live it, and ''preach it." Again, Nov. 4th.-^«* Oh, how great 
has been the mercy and grace of my God since my last. I have suffered 
in body and mind, but found His grace just sufficient for me. I am 
indeed astonished how the Lord can bless me as He does, though so tried 
in secular matters, yet so blessed in spiritual." 

August 14. — " Circumstances still trying. My property has greatly 
lessened, and is still sinking. I feel the trial on account of my dear 
children. * The Lord choose my inheritance for me.' I would not now 
change my lot for temporal prosperity with spiritual poverty. No ; give 
me Christ, and all is mine." Not long after this, he was called in the 
providence of God to leave his native village. He writes : — " I know not 
how to give up my place, privilege, people ; only let me be in the will of 
God." It was not without much earnest prayer he was led to take the 
step he did ; but many and great were the trials connected with it. 

We find him writing, Sunday, April 4th, 1852, ** I can testify to the 
truth of God's Word to which I listened this morning in Brackley 
Chapel, from Nahum i. 7. Surely the Lord hath led me in a way that I 
knew not ; by a most mysterious, kind and gracious providence we all 
arrived safe at the Warren Farm on Tuesday, March 9th, 1852. The 
difficulties and anxieties through which I have passed since, I cannot now 
record ; but they have not been a few." 

QTo be oonoluded in our next,) 
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THE BISHOP OF EXETEB ON 
TEMPEBANCE. 

The annual temperance meeting held 
at Torquay in connection with the 
Torquay Temperance Society was 
held at the Bath Saloon, the Bishop 
of Exeter presiding. There was a 
large attendance of clergy and others 
on the platform. * 

The Bishop said : As we meet to- 
gether year by year to do our best 
fltill to maintain this great contest in 
which we have been engaged, there is 
not a great deal that we have to 
chronicle as marking progress. But, 
nevertheless, there is always some- 
thing w)iioh deserves to be specially 
mentioned and taken note of, de- 
manding increased exertion, or in the 



way of encouragement, or both to- 
gether. I do not think it possible to 
pass over this year the very remarkable 
achievement, as I may call it, of those 
who are pressing this matter upon the 
attention of the Legislature. A re- 
solution has been passed in favour of 
Local Option. (Applause.) It is the 
first time upon which we may count 
upon a real and solid success in this 
respect, although I have no doubt 
bat that the progress of the temper- 
ance cause is as rapid as the progress 
of any other cause which has a very 
great work to do. The matter ebbs 
and flows. Every now and then there 
is a falling back and an apparent 
discouragement. But, nevertheless, no 
one who knows what has been going 
on in this country for the last forty 
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years can fail to see that, as with the 
rising of the tide, so are the ebbs 
which go on occasionally, only mark- 
ing the popular advance after that 
which we have at heart ; and we feel 
that when we compare ourselves with 
the past, God's blessing is making 
onr side stronger and stronger year 
after year, and that there is plain 
proof that He means us to succeed at 
last. Perhaps in some respects it is 
better that our progress should be 
slow, because it is impossible then 
for any one to say that the progress 
is nothing more than an outburst of 
passing enthusiasm. Men say that 
year by year the cause is gaining 
added volume, and although every 
now and then we may fail in obtain- 
ing what we had conceived to be 
immediately within our grasp, yet, 
still there can be no doubt, if you 
compare any one ten years with the 
preceding ten years, of the progress of 
the work, no one can fail to see that 
God's hand has worked in it. I do 
not mean at the same time to deny 
that there is good reason to feel a 
very deep sense of the growth of the 
evil asjwell as the growth of the good. 
I am afraid it is impossible to deny 
that intemperance, as far as we can 
measure it by the consumption of in- 
toxicating liquor, has greatly increased 
within the present century. I am 
afraid that statistics show that, 
whereas the population increased by 
something like ninety per cent, in the 
course of fifty years, the amount of 
intemperance has increased by some- 
thing like 700 per cent., and that we 
are wasting our treasure and doing 
mischief in that proportion. When 
we compare ourselves with the past, 
too, I am afraid that, go where you 
will, you will be obliged to confess 
that there is no trade that pays so 
well as the trade of selling intoxi- 
cating drink, and that of all other 
trades, whatever they may be, it still 
holds this high rank, that it takes a 
smaller population to support a place 
for the sale of intoxicating liquor, 
than for any other kind of establish- 
ment whatever. I am afraid it cannot 
be said we are making very great 
progress in reforming the country, 
although it is quite true that in the 
upper classes things are quite different 



from what they were seventy or eighty 
years ago, and the same kind of 
change is coming over the manners of 
the people. I am afraid it is also 
true that the evil has increased upon 
us rather than diminished. We can- 
not say that the progress of education 
has succeeded in stemming altogether 
the evil tide, and we have still a 
sacred work to do. . One thing is 
really encouraging ; it is that year by 
year it becomes more plain that the 
great mass of the people is taking a 
warm interest in the matter. Year 
by year we can see more and more 
determination that sooner or later we 
shall put down this gveat evil. We 
have a perpetually increasing band of 
those pledged to abstain altogether. 
Those I count upon as the very van- 
guard of the army, engaged in the 
very front of the conflict. Besides 
these, the ranks are swelling more 
and more of those who do not feel 
called upon to join the total abstainers. 
More and more men who, while they 
will not accept the final pledge, yet 
are ready at the same time to do 
their utmost in the cause of temper- 
ance short of that. They are ready 
to giv<e their countenance and sup- 
port; they are ready to use all the 
means they can command for reform- 
ing the drinking customs of society, 
and to prevent the tide from ebbing 
back again as it flows onward. I 
have myself, as I have more than 
once said before in this room, greatly 
rejoiced at our having obtained so 
large a support from men who are 
not yet ready to join with us in the 
pledge of total abstinence. (Applause.) 
Although I am myself a total ab- 
stainer, although I believe that without 
the total abstainers this work would 
be absolutely impossible, although I 
am quite sure that a great part of the 
work can ouly be done by them and 
them alone ; yet I welcome, and wel- 
come heartily, the support of men 
who are not able to agree entirely 
with my own theory of the matter, or 
who do not feel called upon in the 
same way to join in this great crusade. 
I am anxious that all should do their 
utmost as far as they can towards 
helping on the cause of temperance. 
Let us secure the hearty co-operation 
of men as far as their consciences will 
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allow them, the hearty support of 
those, who still claim Christian prin- 
ciples, but who do not think with us 
in every particular. (Applause.) Let 
us spread the circumstances of ourdwn 
case abroad, spread them, and put 
them before the bar of public opinion, 
so that one day in the near future, 
the Legislature will be compelled to 
do justice to our demands. And I 
hold it is no more than justice we are 
asking when we ask that this one 
trade shall not be allowed to poison 
80 much of the national life, and that 
such a fearful evil should be shut out 
from the couptry. (Hear, hear, and 
applause.) I cannot but remark that 
amongst other victories we have ob- 
tained, there is odo .that is no slight 
one ; it is the victory over the medical 
profession. If you went back forty 
or fifty years ago, you would find the 
whole of the profession against the 
cause. I do not blame them at all ; 
they went according to their know- 
ledge, and the subject they have to 
study is so vast that they are com- 
pelled simply to go by the ordinary 
traditions which have been handed 
down to them in matters which do not 
immediately press upon them. It is 
clear to the promoters of the temper- 
ance cause that they compelled the 
medical profession to study this 
subject to the bottom : and the result 
has been what always will be the 
result of study by such a noble profes- 
sion as the medical profession is. 
(Applause.) They have been ready 
to acknowledge the truth when they 
saw it, and there cannot be any doubt 
that simply by force of public opinion, 
the medical profession has very 
greatly changed in regard to diseases 
and the treatment of diseases with 
respect to this very matter. You will 
scarcely find one in twenty now who 
will prescribe intoxicating liquor 
under the same circumstances as he 
would have done some years ago. 
One more effort, and we shall succeed 
in convincing the Legislature that, 
by putting a restraint upon the trade 
which at the present is doing so much 
harm, they will not be inconsistent 
either with the principles of Parlia- 
ment or the rules of statesmanship. 
We shall convince them that it is 
their duty to do all that lies la their 



power to stop such a fearful and 
sinful infliction as is the curse of 
drink. This meeting is for the pur- 
pose of expressing the unbrokea 
determination that come what may 
we shall win ; and by God's help we 
certainly shall. (Loud applause.) 



^oetrg. 

THE VOICE OF VICISSITUDE. 

BT BBC. JOHN B08E, AYLEBBUBT. 

The year, as its seasons transform ; 

The darkness sncceeding the light ; 
The rage of the merciless storm ; 

The yell of wild beasts in the night ; 
The Canaanite still in the land ; 

The thorns woven into onr nest ; 
The flowers fading fast on each hand — 

Say,'' Earth was not meant for onr rest.'* 

The mountainous steeps to ascend ; 

The bitters that lark in each sweet ; 
The foe in the mask of a friend ; 

The scorn and reproaches we meet ; 
The flaws taking place in our frame ; 

The mind often dark and distressed ; 
Still loader and loader proclaim , 

" This earth was not meant for oar rest.'^ 

Yet all these sad changes below. 

These parents of manifold sighs, 
These heapers of woe upon woe, 

These springs that give tears to the eyes. 
To infinite love owe their birth ; 

Were plann'd and arranged for the best ; 
Are sent to unbind as from earth. 

And urge as to heaven, onr rest. 



ANNUAL CONCERT OF PRAYER. 
Sol. Song iii. 6. 

BT BBO. JOHN BOSE, ATLESBUBT. 

Sat, what are those columns of smok& 
which arise ? 
From the wilderness upward they move. 
Majestic and grand, how they darken the 
skies. 
Which unfold to receive them above ! 

These pUlars of smoke, thus ascending 
above. 
Shedding fragrant perf ame through the 
air. 
Are the off'rings of Faith, and the incense 
of Love, 
From the Church, at her concert for 
Prayer. 

From the four winds of heaven these odours 
ascend, 
Thoagh between them the wide water» 
roll- 
In the vials of heaven, all happUy blend, 
And are answered with peace to the souL 



FASSINO EVENTS. 
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But miinbers, alas I who profess to believe, 
Bef ase by their presence to share 

In the blessings and comforts that Chris- 
tians receive 
At the grand yearly Concert for Prayer. 



passing (Sbents^ 



Mk. William Mc Arthur, as Lord 
Mayor, has announced that the Cor- 
poration of London has just voted 
deiO,000 to promote technical educa- 
tion. 

However poor many people may 
be, there is no lack of wealth in the 
country. The personalty of the late 
Mr. Mackenzie has been sworn under 
jei,OO0,OO0. The late Mr. Wilson, 
of Sheffield, is reported to have given 
away to church and educational mat- 
ters £10fiOO per annum. In Ireland 
a suit has been commenced for the 
administration of the personal estate 
of Lord Leitrim, which exceeds 
^00,000. 

The death of the Lord Chief Jus- 
tice, Sir Alexander Cockburn, at the 
ripe age of seventy-eight, was indeed 
Budden. On the Saturday his lord- 
ship was sitting in Court in his usual 
health, and on Sunday the report of 
his death was circulated. 

Mark Firth, Esq., of Sheffield, 
was only a little over sixty, and after 
a very few days' illness, he was 
removed from the busy sphere which 
he occupied. He was the employer 
of between one and two thousand 
hands in the important works of 
which he was the head ; having risen 
to his distinguished position from 
comparatively poor circumstances. 
During the last Conference he gene- 
rously contributed ^1,000 to the 
Wesleyan Methodist Thanksgiving 
Fund. Although by some regarded 
as a Churchman, he retained his 
membership with the Methodist New 
Connexion, of which body he was an 
influential official member and most 
liberal patron. 

Speaking at the Birmingham Town 
Hall on Irish matters, Mr. Bright 
said : " I believe, as much [as I be- 
lieve anything, that it is possible to 
firame a measure of legislation which 



will satisfy the great bulk of the 
Irish tenant-farmers, and will before 
long withdraw them from the influ- 
ence of men who would lead them 
into calamities not less than those of 
which they complained, and now 
endure." 

A preliminary report of the Irish 
Land Tenure Committee has been 
issued, which advises various conces- 
sions to occupiers, and the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the agricultural 
labourers. 

Speaking at the Drill Hall, Wim- 
bledon, on " South Africa as a Field 
of Colonization," Sir Bartle Frere 
expressed confide^ce in the Cape Go- 
vernment being able to enforce their 
policy of disarmament in Basutoland. 
It is understood that the Home Go- 
vernment advised caution as to that 
measure. Basutoland, as a division 
of South Africa, is a country about as 
large as the kingdom of Greece ; and 
as a mountainous district, it has been 
called the Switzerland of the Cape. 
The Basuto Kaffirs are warlike and 
brave ; and besides dwelling strongly 
in their own land, they are a scattered 
people in various parts of Cape 
Colony. There is need of judicious 
management on the part of the Cape 
Colonists, that they may avoid a 
difficulty similar to that which the 
Home Government has in Ireland. 
Bodies of commercial traders were 
extending themselves hundreds of 
miles beyond the British frontiers. 
The country seemed in all respects 
destined to form a home for millions 
of settlers. It opened the road to 
Central Africa, and in this respect 
was of immense importance to the 
Society. Livingstone's researches 
could be extended with safety. The 
district within two marches of the 
Zambesi could be reached with very 
little, if any, danger; and when that 
was passed, the unknown regions be- 
yond could be explored wiih advan- 
tage. He believed the race of travel- 
lers like Mungo Park, Bruce, and 
Livingstone, was not extinct, and 
that very much might be done to 
complete the labours they so honour- 
ably and fearlessly pursued. 

A very valuable white diamond has 
been found at the Kimberley Diamond 
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fields. At the Cape it is estimated to 
be worth as much as £50,000, bat 
the Talue of it will not be known till 
it reaches this country. , It is said to 
far exceed the whiteness of snow. 

In Methodism the great subject of 
anxiety is likely to be the Schools 
Fund^ It will require Connexional 
sagacity to provide for the education 
of the children of nineteen hundred 
ministers. The best attention will 
no doubt be given to the subject, and 
the almost universal facilities now 
given, whereby education may be 
obtained, will be likely to be con- 
sidered ; and more especially so for 
the reason that the Methodist Minis- 
ter is not, as a general rule, so much 
from home as formerly. 

There has been much correspon- 
dence in the Methodist Recorder 
upon the subject of pastoral visitation. 
The need for it appears to be univer- 
sally admitted. The great want is 
probably a heart for the work, 
Nothing else is likely to overcome the 
difficulties connected with this depart- 
ment of ministerial labour. For a 
minister to visit among his congre- 
gation, must of necessity tend to 
qualify him the more for his preach- 
ing duties. 

With Consols worth about £100, 
the Local Preachers' Association may 
be congratulated upon the nature of 
its investments. Compared with the 
present value, the investments of the 
Association were at a low figure. 
This may easily be seen by a refe- 
rence to the report recently issued, 
which gives a statement of the times 
when and the prices at which the 
various transactions of the purchase 
of Consols took place. 

According to the last ''published 
account of Mr. Spurgeon's College, 
470 miuisters have been educated, 
132 new churches have been formed, 
and 36)123 persons baptized through 
that institution. It had in it then 
110 students, while 220 attended the 
evening classes. The weekly expenses 
of the establishment amounted to the 
sum of £120. Mr. Spurgeon says, 
though they have many things in his 
Church to bless God for, yet have 
they nothing better than the College. 



SUCCESSFUL MISSION WOBE. 
William Duncan, the schoolmaster, 
a practical missionary genius, of 
whom we have but few now-a-days, 
has converted a body of most de- 
graded Indians in Columbia, part of 
them cannibals, and in his Mesta* 
kahtta has created morally, reli- 
giously, socially, politically, and 
commercially, a wonderful flourishing 
Christian community. He has as- 
tonished the poor blind heathen afar 
off ; has given to the world a splendid 
proof of how, by founding Christian 
colonies, missions may become the 
means of preserving the national lifd 
of Indian tribes, who must have other- 
wise become extinct. This man« 
in barely six months, succeeded 
in so mastering the language as to 
be able to preach his first sermon, 
which he was obliged to repeat nine 
times the same evening, since the 
viUage where he dwells was inhabited 
by nine different tribes, who (a sig- 
nificant fact) did not venture to as- 
semble in a general meeting. He 
now stands at the head of a com- 
mntlity of some 1,000 persons, which 
has the largest chtlrch to be found 
between there and San Francisco, 
besides parsonage, schoolhoose, 
stores, workshops, &c., and has even 
founded a colony of his own. The 
former Governor- General of Canada, 
Lo^d Dufferin, on his journey of in- 
spection in 1876, could hardly find 
words to express his astonishment at 
what he here saw. Complete isola- 
tion from heathen surroundings, and 
from the influence of unscrupnloiie 
Europeans, the inculcation of habits 
of steady work and honest dealing, 
the establishment of a strict • ci^ 
discipline and order, while preserving 
essentially Indian institutions (as a 
"councir* with "twelve heads"). 
These, with the inwardly transform- 
ing power of a pure evangelical 
preaching, are the secret of such 
results. — Theodore ChrisiUeh^ D.D, 

THE DESTINY OP MAN. 
I CANNOT believe that earth is man b 
abiding place. It can't be that our 
life is cast up by the ocean of eternity' 
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to float a moment upon its waves and 
ihen sink into nothingness ! Else why 
Is it that the glorious aspirations, 
which leap like angels from the temple 
of our hearts, are for ever wandering 
about unsatisfied ? Why is it that the 
rainbow and clouds come over us with 
a beauty that is not of earth, and then 
pass off and leave us to muse upon 
their favoured loveliness ? Why is it 
that the stars, who hold their festi- 
val around the midnight throne, are 
set above the grasp of our limited 
faculties, for ever mocking us with 
their unapproachable glory ? And 
finally, why is it that bright forms of 
human beauty are presented to our 
vicfw and then taken from us, leaving 
the thousand streams of our affections 
to flow back in Alpine torrents upon 
onr hearts ? We are born for a higher 
destiny than that of earth ; there is a 
realm where the rainbow never fades, 
where the stars will be spread before 
us like islands that slumber on the 
ocean — and where the beings that pass 
before us like shadows will stay in our 
presence for ever. Bulweb. 

MAETIN LUTHER. 

Mabtin Luther was subject to fits of 

great^ despondency sometimes, when 
e would almost despair of the cause 
of Protestant truth. On one of these 
occasions, when he returned home in 
the evening, on coming to the door 
nobody welcomed him. He entered 
their best room, and there sat Cath- 
erine, his wife, all dressed in black ; 
and by her side lay a mourning cloak, 
such as ladies wear at funerals. 
**Ahl"said he; "Kate, what mat- 
ters now? Is the child dead ? " She 
shook her head, and said the little 
ones were alive. Luther exclaimed, 
** Oh, what has befallen us ? Tell me, 
quick." ** Good man," said she, 
** have you not heard ? Is it possible 
that the terrible news has not reached 
you ? " This made the Reformer the 
more inquisitive and ardent, and he 
pressed to be immediately told of the 
cause of sorrow. " Why," said Kate, 
"have you not been told that our 
Heavenly Father is dead, and His 
cause in the world is therefore hope- 
lessly ruined ? " Martin stood and 
looked at her, and at last burst into 



such a laugh that he could not contain 
himself, but cried, ** Kate, I read thy 
riddle. How foolish I am ! God is 
not dead. He ever lives ; but I have 
acted as if He were dead. Thou hast 
taught me a good lesson."— (7Amtuia 
Hercdd. 



^l^imrnunH of t\t Pont|^8« 

JANUAET. 

The sun rises on the 1st of this 
month at eight minutes after eight, 
and sets at four o'clock. On the 
31st the sun rises at forty- three 
minutes after seven, and sets at forty- 
five minutes after four. Hence the 
day lengthens this month twenty-five 
minutes in the morning, and forty- 
five minutes in the evening; total, 
one hour and ten minutes. 

The Moon and Venus are very near 
to each other during the evening 
hours of January 3rd ; the Moon is to 
the right of Jupiter during the even- 
ing hours of the 6th, and to the left 
of this planet during the evening hours 
of the 7th, being a little to the right 
of the planet till about eleven o'clock, 
and a little to the left after this time ; 
she is near Mars on the 28th, and 
Mercury on the 30th. She is full on 
the 15th thirty-four minutes after 
eleven in the morning, and new on 
the 30th thirty-eight minutes after 
in the morning. She is nearest to 
the earth on the 29th, and most dis- 
tant from it on the 14th. 

Mercury is a morning star till th^ 
19th, rising fifty-eight minutes before 
the sun on the 1st. On the 19th the 
planet and the sun rise together; 
from this day till March 3rd the planet 
rises in daylight, or after the sun. On 
the 28th he sets at about sunset, and 
on the last day of the month thirteen 
minutes after sunset. He is at his 
greatest distance from the sun on the 
8th, in superior conjunction with the 
sun on the 26th. 

Venus is an evening star, setting 
on the 1st three hours thirty-eight 
minutes after sunset, on the last day 
of the month at five minutes after 
nine, p.m. 

Mars is a morning star, rising on 
the 1st one hour twenty-eight minutes 
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Mr. Oonnoillor Baines, a zealoas 
Conservative in politics, presided, and 
spoke in the most friendly terms of 
the brethren and their cause, express- 
ing his admiration of Christian union, 
and his desire to see its extension 
among the Churches. Brother Colum- 
bine, formerly of Mansfield, spoke at 
some length on the indispensableness 
of the labour of Local Preachers, not 
only for the extension, but for the 
continuance of Methodism among our 
villages. Mr. Borke, a Wesleyan 
Local Preacher, gave a lively and 
flraphic speech, glorying in the office 
be sustains and the work he does, in 
common with so noble an army of un- 
paid brethren. Little more was done 
in speechifying ; but the meeting was 
enlivened and delighted with the sing- 
ing of a select choir, accompanied by 
the piano, which the son of our Bro- 
ther Hopewell played. The voices were 
all musical and in fine tune, and the 
pieces sung were excellent. A report 
was read by the Secretary, Brother 
Marsh, as follows : — 

" It is with feelings of devout grati- 
tude to God that we present the 
Annual Report of the Methodist Local 
Preachers' Mutual- Aid Association. 

*' This Society was established in 
1849, by a number of friends who 
appreciated and highly valued the 
services rendered to Methodism by 
her Local Preachers. It was felt that 
some effort should be made to provide 
for the contingent necessities of those 
working men who, often at great per- 
sonal inconvenience and sacrifice, had 
rendered so much gratuitous ser;7ice 
to the Methodist Societies. 

'* It seemed to the originators and 
supporters of this Association that it 
would be little less than a scandal 
to Methodism to allow her Local 
Preachers to be driven to the necessity 
of applying for parochial relief, or to 
endure the pangs and privations of 
poverty and want. 

** By means of this Association the 
necessities of Local Preachers in sick- 
ness and old age, have been partly 
supplied, and would have been still 
more fully met if its objects had been 
better understood and appreciated. 

" During the last thirty-one years the 
Society has been a source of help and 
comfort to very many faithful and 



deserving brethren. It has helped to 
smooth many a rough path, and has 
brought bright sunshine into other- 
wise dark homes and sorrowful hearts. 
During the period of its existence 
it has paid in annuities, in sickness 
and in faneral allowances the sum 
of £57,885 4s. 6d. This could not 
possibly have been done but for the 
generous aid of honorary members 
and wealthy non-members. Con- 
siderably more than ^£6,000 have been 
handed over to the General Trea- 
surer in the shape of donations wad 
legacies. 

*' Now, although this Societyjhas not 
extended so rapidly as one could have 
desired, yet there has been a steady 
and quiet growth, both in the mem- 
bership and income. During the last 
year special efforts were made to ex- 
tend the sphere of the Society's work ; 
and the result has been that 291 
benefit and 50 honorary members have 
been added to our ranks. 

** At present we report a total mem- 
bership of 3,455, including 796 hono- 
rary members, who do not receive 
any help from the funds. The de- 
mands made upon the resources of 
the Association during the last year 
have been exceptionally heavy. A 
larger sum has been paid for the relief 
of the afflicted than in any preceding 
year; and with one exception, the 
same remark is applicable to the 
funeral allowances. The totalexpenses 
of the year, including the annuities 
to the aged, who are generally unable 
to work, have been je3,642 2s. lOd. 

"It is matter of great satisfaction 
and pleasure to find that the total 
income has exceeded the disburse- 
ments by over MOO. Surely then we 
have reason to '' thank God and take 
courage." But while we gratefully 
acknowledge the Divine blessing that 
has rested upon our Association in 
the past, and express our thanks to 
those friends who have kindly come 
forward to help us in various ways, 
we feel that in order to carry on and 
extend the operations of the Associa- 
tion, we shall need their kind co- 
operation and support in the future aa 
in the past. At present our Metho- 
dist Circuit system cannot possibly be 
worked without the services of Local 
Preachers, and as long as our local 
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Inethren eontinne to render this yolon- 
tazy labour in preaching the everlast- 
ing Gospel, so long we trust it will 
be the pleasure of the Churches to 
help them in their attempt to make 
some provision for sickness and old 
age. 

** With the fullest confidence, there- 
fore, we commend the interests of our 
Association to the generous support 
of all the Churches." 

Brother Thomley, the Local Trea- 
surer, presented the following finan- 
cial statement : — 

Db. 1879 AND 1880. 

£ 8. d. 
Hon. Members' Subscrip- 
tions 12 12 

Hon. Contributor 10 

Donation 10 

Benefit Members ... ,.. 10 11 6 
Gen. Secretary (Bro. Sims) 4 10 
Tea-meeting (1879) balance 6 10 

£35 4 6 

EXPENDITXTBE. 

By Sick Allowance 9 14 

By Gen. Secretary (Sims) 25 10 6 

£35 4 6 



OLDHAM. 

The Annual public Tea Meeting of 
our Branch was held in Wesley 
School, Greenacres Road, on Satur- 
day, Nov. 20th, 1880. There was a 
good attendance. G. Wainwright, 
Esq., presided, the Bevs. H. J. T. 
Hawksley, G. H. Graham, and T. 
W. Townend. (U. M. F. C.) gave 
very lively and instructive speeches 
on the work of local preachers, and 
Bros. J. J. Hume of Barnsley, and J. 
Webster of York, roused the enthu- 
fliasm of the meeting by very 
powerful appeals on behaif of the 
Association. On Sunday 21st, the 
Wesley, Manchester St., and Bruns- 
wick pulpits were occupied by the 
deputation, and Bro. Firth of Middle- 
ton, and Bro. Hume preached the 
last of a series of special services at 
Middleton on Monday evening the 
22nd. 

The congregations were very large, 
aikd very blessed influences fell upon 



all ; so that the deputation had the 
pleasure of knowing that over £21 
was secured for the funds of the 
Association : and the crowded after- 
meetings, where the cries of the 
captives struggling for deliverance 
from "sin and nature's night" 
mingled with the hallelujahs of the 
'* newborn sons of light," told of a far 
greater gain to the Church of God 
than that of £ s. d. From thirty to 
forty were added during the services. 
May God give us still further increase, 
and baptize us afresh for the work ! 



GREAT QUEEN STBEET. 

On Wednesday evening, Nbvember 
24th, a meeting on behalf of the 
Mutual- Aid Association, was held in 
Great Queen Street Wesleyan Chapel*. 
Unfortunately a Society Meeting had 
been held on the previous Monday, 
which materially affected the atten- 
dance. Howard Barrett, Esq., had 
kindly promised to preside, bat at 
the last hour was prevented by 
sudden indisposition. He however 
sent a donation of a guinea to the 
funds, with expression of his sincere 
sympathy with the work carried on. 
In his absence Mr. A. K Johnson 
was requested to take the chair. On 
the platform were Bevs. Francis W.. 
Greeves (Superintendent of the 
Circuit), Sampson Weaver, the 
members of the Deputation from the 
General Committee, and Messrs. 
Harrison, W. Wright, and Page*. 
Mr. G. Sims, the General Secretary, 
was first called upon to address the 
meeting, and he gave a very succinct 
and clear account of the good which 
is being effected. He was followed 
by Mr. Henry Wright, who had. 
kindly undertaken to supply the place 
of our President, Mr. Madder, who- 
far away in the North was advocating 
the cause. Mr. Wright fully main- 
tained the interest of the meeting, 
and he was followed by Bev. Sampson 
Weaver, who in a thoughtful and 
energetic address, exhorted the Mends. 
to give liberal support. Mr. G. O. 
Amphlett followed, and well sus- 
tained the interest that had been 
created, and then our good and 
valued friend, Mr. S. D. Waddy, Q.C.,. 
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was introduced to the assembly. It 
Would be quite impossible to describe 
the effect of his powerful address. 
For fully an hour did he, alternately, 
by scathing satire, keen wit, touching 
pathos, appropriate ilhistration, and 
burning eloquence, advocate the 
claims of our poor and aged brethren. 
The influence of his address will not 
soon be forgotten by those who were 
privileged to listen to it, and per- 
manent benefit to the Association 
will accrue. The collection, con- 
sidering the sparse attendance, was a 
very good one. New honorary mem- 
bers have been obtained, and one 
present has promised to double his 
subscription. 



tTHE TWENTY-THIKD ANNUAL SES- 
SION OF THE LOCAL PREACHEBS* 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AMERICA. 

EBLD IN FAYETTE 8TBXET, BALTIMOBB. 

There is no doubt that the present 
session may be counted among the 
best and most successful. The atten- 
dance has been large — over one hun- 
dred. Delegates have been present 
from places never before represented ; 
as far west as Kansas, and also from 
North Carolina and Virginia, repre- 
senting the M. E. Church, South. The 
presence of foreign delegates— Bro. 
Wm. Jameson, from England, and 
Bro. Henry Skinner, from Canada — 
is an interesting feature at the con- 
vention. They preached on Sunday 
with very great acceptability. 

The love feast on Sunday afternoon 
was a characteristic one — having the 
•zeal and fire of primitive Methodism. 
The general expression was, at its 
tjonclusion, *' Did not our hearts burn 
within us?*' 

On Monday morning the Association 
settled down to business and to work. 
The Business Committee laid before 
lihe convention the fruit of their 
labours. They recommended the pas- 
sage of a very stringent resolution on 
temperance and the liquor traffic; 
also that the Secretary be instructed 
to enter into .correspondence, by cir- 
cular, with the presiding elders of the 
various annual conferences, asking for 
the names of active Local Preachers 
within their bounds, to the end that 



representatives from all the confer- 
ences be enrolled as members of Uiis 
association: both of which were 
adopted. 

A very hearty invitation was re- 
ceived from the official board of the 
Metropolitan M. E. Church, in Wash- 
ington, D. C, that the Association 
should hold its next session, in 1881, 
in that church, which was unani- 
mously accepted, and the time was 
fixed for the third Saturday of 
October of that year. 

I want to say that The Methodist 
is very popular with the members of 
the Association, and especially since 
Dr. Wheeler, its editor, has been the 
presiding officer of the Association for 
three consecutive years. The columns 
of The Methodist have been 
very cordially open for communi- 
cations from Local Preachers, and for- 
warding all their legitimate interests. 
The course which it has pursued, in 
this respect, should be appreciated 
by every Local Preacher. Brother 
Pond very ably represented the claims 
of The Methodist. 

The Finance Committee reported 
a plan for securing sufficient funds to 
defray the incidental expenses of the 
Association, such as printing the pro- 
ceedings, &c. They recommend that 
each member contribute annually ^1 : 
which was adopted. 

At the afternoon session two ex- 
cellent essays were read, one by 
Brother B. Schofield, Jun., of Phila- 
delphia, on "The Relation of the 
Local Ministry to the Churches;" and 
the other by Dr. W. R. Monroe, of 
Baltimore, on " The Status of Local 
Preachers and their importance to 
the Church." 

Among the introductions of visitors 
to the convention this afternoon was 
that of the Rev. Thos. McCormick, 
now in his eighty-ninth year, and one 
of the pallbearers of Bishop Asbury, 
and the only one now living. He 
was licensed to preach in 1817, and 
has been a member of the M. £• 
Church for seventy years. 

The following officers for the en- 
suing year were unanimously elec- 
ted: — President, Isaac P. Cook, of 
Baltimore Conference ; Vice-Presi^ 
denU^T. T. Tasker, of Philadelphia 
Conference; W. R. Monroe, M. D., 



MUTUAL-AID ASSOOIATION BEPOBTER. 



29 



of Baltimore Conference ; M. T. Win- 
ton, of Wyoming Conference ; H. E. 
Sutherland, of Central Pennsylvania 
Conference ; N. U. Walker, of East 
Ohio Conference ; E. Davies, of New 
England Conference ; W. H. Knapp, 
of Kansas Conference ; Secretary, 
W. H. Kincaid, of Pittsburg Con- 
ference ; Assistant' Secretary, D. T. 
Macfarlan, of New York Conference ; 
Corresponding Secretary, C. C. Leigh, 
of New York East Conference; 
Treasurer, B. Schofield, Jan., of 
Philadelphia Conference. 

The evening session was a very 
important and interesting occasion. 
It was set apart for addresses from 
the foreign delegates. Bro. William 
Jameson, delegate from England, 
spoke of the warm reception he had 
received from the brethren in the 
local ministry since he had been in 
this country. He had travelled 
thousands of miles since he had been 
here, and was astonished with the 
rapid progress which had been made 
in so short a space of time, and with 
the vastness and beauty of our land, 
the like of which he had never beheld 
before. He gave a succinct account 
of the eflfective work of the local 
ministers in England. 

Brother Henry Skinner, delegate 
from Canada, spoke in a very felicitous 
manner of his reception among the 
brethren of the Association, of their 
cordiality and fraternal feelings. He 
also spoke en<iouragingly of the work 
done by Local Preachers in Canada. 

Brother J. Field, of Philadelphia, 
the delegate sent to England last 
year, gave an account of his visit to 
the Local Preachers* Association in 
England. The Rev. William Taylor, 
the self-constituted missionary, fol- 
lowed up these brethren with a brief 
but interesting account of his won- 
derful labours as a missionary, in 
the various parts of the world. He 
electrified his audiance. 

Tuesday morning session was 
mostly occupied in discussing the 
essays read on Monday. The latter 
part of the morning session was de- 
voted to suitable memorial services in 
remembrance of the Bev., Arthur 
Mooney, who died during the past 
year. He was an active member of 
the Association for many years, and 



much esteemed and beloved by his 
brethren. Through his exertions, 
mainly, the local preachers of the 
United States are indebted for the 
erection of a magnificent monument in 
the beautiful cemetery at Cambridge, 
N. Y., to the memory of Philip Em-, 
bury, the Local Preacher and founder 
of American Methodism. Just tribute 
was paid to the memory of Brother 
Mooney by the Rev. Isaac P. Cook 
and the Rev. D. T. Macfarlan. A 
good man sleeps until his body shall 
be raised on the resurrection morn, 
and fashioned like unto Christ's most 
glorious body ; he shall see Christ as 
He is, for he shall be like Him. 

The closing session of the Associa- 
tion took place on Tuesday afternoon. 
Brother Kincaid, the Secretary, was 
requested to prepare a series of 
papers on the *' Rise, progress and 
future plans oT the organization '*' for 
the Quarterly Review, the Christian 
Advocate, and The Methodist. 

Brothers Kincaid and Ingraham 
were elected delegates to the Local 
Preachers* Mutual-Aid Society of 
England. Dr. Wheeler and Dr. 
Monroe were appointed a committee 
on the Ecumenical Council to be held 
in England. On the payment of one 
dollar the Secretary is authorized to 
issue certificates of membership of 
the Association. A very interesting 
paper was read from the venerable 
Rev. T. T. Tasker, of Philadelphia, 
giving his personal experience ancl 
some excellent suggestions. 

Mrs. Walker, wife of our esteemed 
Brother N. U. Walker, of Wellsville, 
Ohio, being unanimously called upon 
to address the Association, came for- 
ward, and in her usual interesting 
style, gave a neat, fitting and earnest 
speech. Mrs. Walker has been con- 
stituted an honorary member of the 
Association, and has been in atten- 
dance with her husband at many of 
our annual sessions. She is an 
earnest worker for the cause of Christ, 
both by personal work and by her 
pen. 

The Association has been grandly 
entertained by the good Methodists 
of Baltimore. The stationed. flMgisr 
ters in the city and the prdRIng 
elders have been courteous. Nearly 
all, if not all, have been present 
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daring the sessions of the Association. 
They have done all they could to make 
the Local Preachers in attendance 
feel at home. The Rev. William F. 
Ward, pastor of the Fayette Street 
M. E. Church, where the Association 
meets, has heen incessant in his 
labours to promote the comfort of the 
brethren. It was fitting, therefore, 
that resolutions of thanks should be 
passed, which was done unanimously, 
expressive of the deep appreciation 
felt by the members of the Association. 
Dr. Wheeler, editor of The Metho- 
dist, at the close of the session, arose 
and delivered his valedictory. It 
was done in a few concise remarks, 
and then very cordially introduced 
the President-elect — the venerable, 
esteemed and much beloved Brother 
Isaac P. Cook, of Baltimore, who 
came to the chair and thanked the 
brethren from the depths of his heart 
for the honour conferred upon him. 
After prayer by the Rev. Wm. Taylor, 
the missionary, singing the doxology, 
and the benediction by the Rev. 
George Hill, the convention ad- 
. journed. During the evening Brother 
Cook had a reception at his residence, 
composed almost entirely of the early 
members and founders of the Asso- 
' elation. These yearly gatherings of 
the Local Preachers are productive of 
good. It is hoped that at the next 
session, in 1881, a much larger re- 
presentation will be present. — New 
York Methodist, 



GENEBAL COMMITTEB. 

^ The monthly meeting was held at 
Brother Johnson's, 101, Long Acre, 
on Wednesday December 8th. 

Present : Ex-President (chair), 
Treasurer, Honorary and General 
Secretaries, Durley, Parker, Johnson, 
Crapper, Harding, Wright, Amphlett, 
And Sunman. 

Hymn 912 was sung, and Brother 
Harding offered prayer. 

The minutes of last meeting were 
read and verified. 

The monthly abstract showed re- 
ceipts £169 Os. 6d. ; payments, £133 
3s. Id. New members, 14 ; deaths, 5; 
sick, 107 ; annuitants, 157. 

The total receipts from branches 



since last audit were £1,754 8s. 10d«, 
and the payments through them were 
£1,450 8s. 7d., besides working ex- 
penses. 

Brother S. L., of B., aged 71, a 
local preacher forty-two years, applied 
for help. He is a ship's smith, bnt 
being now incapacitated from work, 
earns nothing. He has a wife and 
seven children ; one son pays his 
rent ; one child has been an invalid 
for seven years ; the rest cannot help 
their parents. Applicant suffers from 
constitutional weakness and rheu- 
matism. 

The local secretary considers this 
to be a *' model case." 

Resolved — That this brother have 
58. a week. 

Brother J. H., of D., aged 72, a 
local preacher twenty-four years. Is 
an agricultural labourer, who has 
earned 14s. a week, but the infirmities 
of age have diminished his strengUi 
and rendered him unable to do a full 
week's work. His wife, aged 72, is a 
helpless invalid. He has four chO- 
dren, all of whom have families, and 
cannot help their father. Our bro- 
ther suffers from heart disease. He 
has worked on the same farm for 
thirty-three years, for a master who 
has sympathised with him and helped 
him, and some help he will still 
afford. 

Hesolved — That the brother have 
4s. a week, as asked for. 

Brother J. C, of H., aged 69, a 
local preacher forty-two years. Is a 
framework knitter, earning only a 
few shillings a week. He has a wife, 
aged 69, in but feeble health. He 
has been a member of our Association 
thirty years. He suffers from hernia, 
and from chronic rheumatism, so 
that when at work his left arm has to 
be supported in a sling from the 
ceiling. 

Resolved — That this brother have 
6s. a week. 

An application for an annuity 
for a widowed sister was deferred for 
further information. 

A letter was read from the Presi- 
dent, who has not found it possible to 
comply with the advice of his phy- 
sician by taking absolute rest, stating 
that he was engaged at a meeting in 
Lancashire that evening, and so could 
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not be present at the Committee 
Meeting. 

Bills for £43 7b. 7d. were ordered 
to be paid. 

Several minor matters were dis- 
cussed and settled, also Magazine 
affairs. 

Brother Johnson reported that a 
meeting had been held in our behalf 
at Great Qaeen Street Chapel, at 
which Bro. S. D. Waddy had spoken 
for an hour, to the great delight of 
the audience, and to the pecuniary 
advantage of the Association. 

The Chairman reported that he had 
visited several circuits, and advocated 
our cause. In one place, the oldest 
local preacher had just been removed 
from his house to the Union work- 
house. 

The General Secretary reported 
that he had received several notices 
of motion for the annual meeting. 

The next meeting will be held at 
our offices, 24, Bedford Street, Strand, 
on Monday, January 10th, at 6.30. 

NOTICES OF MOTION. 

W. Garrett, Halifax Branch, pro- 
poses that each one on the Committee 
be responsible for the sum of £10 for 
the time they hold office, which would 
be some guarantee for the safety of 
our funds. 

The following alterations in the 
proposed Trust Deed of the Local 
Preachers* Mutual-Aid Association, 
are^ suggested by the Manchester 
Branch, assembled in Quarterly 
Meeting, viz.: — 

In line 24 of the preamble, to leave 
out^the words ** or Independent." 



In line 39 of third colnxnn, after 
'' chairman and secretary," to add, 
" and two members of the committee." 
In line 25 of fourth column, after 
'* sickness," to insert " extreme tem- 
poral necessity." 

Abbaham Andrew, 

Branch Secretary. 



DEATHS. 

October 31, 1880. Lawrence Hack- . 
ing, Blackburn Branch, aged 64 years. 
No particulars. No claim. 

Nov. 1, 1880. Joseph Ghipchase, 
Spitalfields Branch, aged 78 years. 
His end was sudden. Was at the cha- 
pel twice on the Sunday, entering into 
the services with more than ordinary 
enjoyment ; remained at the prayer- 
meeting after the evening service, 
engaged in prayer, the concluding sen- 
tence of which was, ** When our time 
comes to leave this world may we clap 
our glad wings and tour away to min- 
gle with the blaze of day." He then 
went home, conducted family worship, 
retired to rest, and in his sleep passMl 
away. He had been an annuitant 134 
weeks, and h&d received £33 5s. 
Claim £4. 

Nov. 25, 1880. Thomas Oilson, 
Evesham Branch, aged 63 years. No 
particulars. Claim £3. 

Nov. 26. John Wright, Southampton 
Branch, aged 72 years. '* In sure and 
certain hope of a joyful resurrection." 
He had been an annuitant 37 weeks, 
and had received £5 16s. Claim £4. 

Dec. 13, 1880. Eebecca Oodd, Wath 
Branch, aged 72 years. She had been 
a member of the Church of God for 
many years, and died trusting alone in 
Jesus. Claim £4. 



CASH BECEIVEB BY THE GENERAL TBEASUBEB to Deo. 15th, 1880. 



Sundcrumd ••• ... ... ••. ••• ••• 

Bedford— Ml, J. Howard, hm. M.P., £2 2s 
BrUtol^A. Friend, 10s ... ... ' ... 

Chatteris Itt ••• ... ... ... ... 

JHokering — Mr. James Piercy, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. SmaUes, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr. B. Smith, hm. 10s 6d 
Braokley-^Wc, W. Mansfield, hm. £1 Is 
JtU of Wight ••• ••• ... ••• .•• 



Free Sub- 
scriptions. 

£ s. d. 



2 2 
10 



2 12 
1 1 








6 




Benefit 
Members. 

£ B. d« 
3 

3 
16 

13 19 

3 
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jJUTSiifiy ••• ••■ ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Blackburn — Collections in Trinity Chapel 

Wedneibury ... 

Wibsey — Mr. T. Barracloagh, qly. Ss ; Mr. E. Constan- 
tine, qly. 3s; Mr. W. North, qly. 3s; Mr. W. Sharp, 
qiy, os ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 

Manchester and Salford 

Waif fi field— Mr. J. Frith, ho. lOs; Mr. J, Masterman, he. 10s; 
Mr. G. Smith, hm. £1 la 

Jdarlborough,,^ ••■ ••• ••• 

Jtict/ord ■ m. ... •«• ••• ... ... 

Ashton-under'fLyne — Mr. J. Amndale, hm. £1 Is 

Sohnfirth .•■ ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

J. fvCz>Torcif ■•• •«. •-■ ••• ••• ••• 

Smith Shields-Mr. B. Hall, 2s 6d ; Mr. Snaith, qly. 5s. 
Collection at Chapter Row, £4 Ss 9d; Ditto at Jarrow, 
£?. 138; Public Meeting, net, £8 Is 3d 

J^atrinffton ... ... ■•• ... 

Loughborough — Mr. T. Boorman, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. T. Boor- 
man, hm. £1 Is •.. ••• 

l//lcO)tll6 .•• ... «•• ••• ••• ••. 

Sinckley 

Liskeard \st ... •• 

Swaffham— Mr. B. Hardy, hm. £1 Is ... 

WeUingborovgh—Mx. A. Blott, hm. £1 Is; Mr. H. Blott, 

hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Blott, hm. £1 Is; Mr. N. E. Blott, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. W. Blott, hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. O. Blott, hm. 

Jw IIS ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

JOw9^ fifCUTv ••• •« • ••« ••• ••• ••• 

JUarkct Hasen ... ... ••• >«. 

City Road — Mr. J. Holman, hm. £1 -. ... ' 

, Southwark and Lambeth — Messrs. Cowan and Sons, hm. 

£1 is; Mr. J. Warth, hm. £1 Is 
Forest of Dean — Mr. F. W. Goold, hm. lOs 
Office: President's List— Mr. G. A. Baker, 5s ; Mr. Bickard, 

£1 ; Mr. W. J. Bosson. lOs; Mr. G. Bonlter, £1; Mr. J. 

D. Bowers, £1 Is; Mr H. Bray, 10s; Mr. J. Buckley, 10s ; 

Miss E. J. Busson, £1 Is; Mr. J. Creed, £1 ; Dawley, 

Public Meeting, £3 Os lid; Mr. F. Dunsfrey, 5s; Mr.T. 

Durley, £1 is ; Mr. J. Edwards, lOs; A Friend, 5s; Mr. 

J. Harris, £1 Is; Mr. A. Harman, 5s ; Mr. Heath, iGs ; 

Mr. Hodgkinson, 58 ; Mr. C. Hook, 10s ; Mr. P. B. Jack. 

son, £1 is ; Mr. A. Jame^^, £l Is : J. M. P., 5s ; Lan- 
caster, Public Meeting, £3 4s; Mr. T. P. Marsh, 10s; 

Matlock, Public Meeting, £J 128 8d; Mr. J. C. Morris, 

68 ; Mr. J. E. Nott, £1 Is ; Mr. J. Padfield, 5s ; Mr. M. 

Roberts, 10s; Mr. J. Taylor, £1 Is; Mr. Thatcher, 5s; Mr. 

S. Whiting, £1 Is ; Mr. R. Williams, 10s 6d; Mr. J. 

Lowlas, .06 ; Mr. J. Jackson, 5s 2d 
Bristol— "R. S., 28 Cd for the Poor Old Hundred (per Bro. 

Maynard) ; Collection at Westbury.U.M.F.C, 1.5s 
Witney^Mr. T. Early, 5s; Mr. J. House, he. 10s 6d; Mr. 

Rose, hm. £1 Is 
Great Queen Street — Public Meeting, neb, £5 Os 7d; Col- 
lected by Mrs. Scammell, 38; Mr. B. Ball, hm. £1 Is; Mr. 

G. Bickerton, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Gamham, 7s 6d ; Mr. G. 

Harrison, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Heffer, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. A. R. 

Johnson, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. A. R. Johnson, hm. £1 la ; 

Master Johnson, hm. £1 Is; Miss H. White, hm. £1 Is ; 

Mr. W. Wright, ho. 10s 6d ... 



Free Sub- 
scriptions. 
£ 8. d. 

6 ]5 4 



12 



2 10 



110 



10 7 6 

2 2 

1 1 1. 

6 6 

10 

2 2 
10 



14 9 7 



Benefit 
Members.. 

£ 8. d. 
6 

3 



14 

4 19 

18 
110 

3 4 

3 

14 6 



2 12 
2 14 



3 

1 1 
1 1 
1 17 



6 
3 14 6 

1 16 

17 



27 12 3 

17 6 

1 16 6 1 19 0- 
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THE WE8LEYAN METHODIST LOCAL* PREACHERS' 
* MUTUAL-AH) ASSOCIiTION. 

Ghapteb I. — Tbjb Losdoh General Meeting. 1849. 

The sangaine expectation of the ardent friends that 3,(300, or even 1,000> 
Local Preachers could be brought together, was not likely to be realised. 
To get together 800 brethren from all parts of the country was no easy 
taak. We may say, it was a free Press that did it. 

Tke London Committee met on Monday eveDing, October 1, 1849, at 
Hart's Temperance Hotel, AJdersgate Street. They were joined by 
brethren from the country. On the next day many more of the country 
brethren arrived, and business was planned, and a series of resolutions 
prepared for the morrow. 

The business of the day was ushered in by a prayer-meeting, which waa 
held in Great Queen Street Chapel, at seven o'clock in the morning, and 
largely attended by delegates and friends. Much of the Divine presence 
was felt in earnest prayer that God would be yrith them in the business of 
l^e day. 

The proceedings of Wednesday, October 8, in Freemasons' Hall, com- 
menced by singing seven verses of the hymn on page 457 :— 

" Behold how good a thing 

It is to dwell in peace; 
How pleasing to our King, 

This rait of lighteonsness; 
When brethren all in one agree, 
Who knows the joys of unity I '* 

lihe fourth qhapter of the EpisUe to the Bphesians was read, and one 
of the brethren engaged in prayer. 

In the election of chairman the meeting was nearly unanimous, the 
choice falling upon Mr. W. Harris, of Islington. The chairman in his 
opening speech related a fact which went a good way towards showing^ 
fhe need for the Association aboot to be formed. One of the brethren 
who was at the Birmingham meeting related it, as follows : — ** A few 
years since I was Poor-law guardian. The first man whom I ever 
remember hearing preach the Gospel was a poor Local Preacher. The 
sound of his voice is associated with my earliest iiftpressions, and is- 
oontinually ringing in my jears. I sat at the Board one day, when who 
ahould come in to ask for relief but this brother ! I felt ashamed when 
he came in. By my side sat a brothiBr guardian, who was a Churchman,, 
and I saw him, as I hung my head with something like 9onfnsion, quick- 
ening his gaze and looking with more attentiveness than usual. As the 
Ivrother came to the table, he said to me, ' Is not this one of your people ? * 
The inquiry deepened my confusion ; but I was obliged to say, * Yes, he 
ia.' He made a second inquiry, and aaid, 'Is not he one of your 

EsBRUlBTy 1881. o 



84 TB£ LOCAL PBBAOHBRS' ttUTUAL-AID A8SO0UTI0N. 

preachers ? ' The truth escaped from me a second time, and I replied 
affirmatiyely. ' Sir/ said the Churchman, tapping me on the elboWy 

* this ought not to be. This brother of yours — this Methodist preacher— 
oaght not to come to this Poor-law board for relief/ and thrusting his 
hand into his pocket, he said, < I will give something to relieve him if 
yon will do so, and we will not enter his name here.' The Churchman 
and the Methodist joined together, and contributed such a sum as would 
be more than equivalent to that he would get at the board ; and they said 
to the poor man, < Take this, brother, and don't degrade yourself and 
disgrace us by coming here again.' " 

On proceeding to business, the brother who had moved in the news- 
paper on Jqne 5th, with great {»*oprie|iy was called upon to move the 
first resolution, which was, ''That a society be formed, to be called 

* The Wesleyan Methodist Local Preachers' MtUnal-Aid AsBOciation.^ " 
Se enforced hi^ resolution by giving another case of destitution that had 
come under his own notice, of a Local Preacher who, being out of employ- 
ment, became ill, and was so reduced in circumstances as to have nothing 
to subsist on but some cabbages and turnips yielded by his own garden. 
The consequence was that, for the want of proper food, he was soon num- 
bered with the dead ; and he (the speaker) had to perform the mournful 
task of saying over his remains, " Ashes to ashes, and dust to dust." 

The brother who was called upon to second the resolution, could use his 
tongue as effectually as* he could his sledge-hammer. His arguments, 
whether on the platform or in the pulpit, were weighty and not easily 
resisted. He said, *'How deeply my heart was affected the previous 
night, when I had sitting round my table for the first time four Local 
Preachers ; men whose presence I would not have exchanged for any 
four men in the world, either in Church or State. Those brethren 
related on that occasion the cases of some Local Preachers thisy knew, who 
had been reduced so as to require parochial relief ; and when they died 
their remains had to be^put in parish coffins, and find their last resting 
places in paupers' graves." 

This resolution was retarded by an unimportant amendment ; which was, 
however, swept away ; and the resolution was carried by a large majority^ 

The second resolution was, '< That this Association shall consist of 
4kccrediUd Local Freachers in Great Britain, and its object be to provide 
for relief in sickness, old age, and at death,*^ 

Several attempts were made to add to this resolution by including 
*^ poverty and distress ;** but although these additions commended them* 
selves to the feelings of the brethren, it was thought most prudent to let 
it rest as at first proposed. 

The third resolution had been suggested in the London Committse, 
and was now moved by the brother who suggested it, «s follows:— 
*^ That there shall be no relief afforded, or other distribution of the funds 
of this Association^ until the Aftociation has been established for twehc 
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ccUendar months.'* This resolution created a lengthy discussion, in which 
a number of brethren joined, and it was rendered remarkable as it brought 
upon his feet James Wild, one who, from the first, proved his love to the 
Association by becoming, and continuing, and even ending his days as 
the most liberal contributor to its funds. Some of his utterances on this 
occasion are worthy of preservation in our history. He said, <' It is my 
honour and glory to have had my name on the plan for upwards of forty 
years. I have at present a bright prospect of that immortality which—- 
now in my sixty-ninth year — I know at no remote period awaits me." 
!He thought with the writer, that at the grand Centenary collection of 
J&200,000, there ought to have been a portion appropriated to the Local 
Preachers. His closing advice in that speech we shall do well to rem em- 
ber. " Let me, as an old man, and one who loves you dearly, affectionately 
"lurge you to keep the fire of God alive in your own souls. Never lose 
sight of that blessed truth, Justification by faith, and peace through our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and follow on with all your heart after that holinesSy 
without which none shall see the Lord.'* 

Amendments were proposed, but they all fell to the ground, and the 
original motion was carried by a large majority. 

The fourth resolution was based on the previous one, and was as 
follows : — " That no mender shall be entitled to relief until he shall have been 
a member and subscnber for twelve calendar months^* 

This resolution encountered but little opposition, and was carried pretty 
unanimously. 

The brethren, after passing this resolution, adjourned for tea in an 
adjoining room. 

This gathering was converted into an experience meeting — some of 
the aged brethren, who have all passed away since that . meeting, gave 
some interesting facts in connection with their Local-Preacher history. 
With one of these statements we were very much struck at the time. 
The brother stated, '* After my conversion I was impressed with a desire 
to preac bin the open air. A constable interrupted me, and ordered me 
to move off. A friend said, ' Never mind, preach walking ; and no one 
can interrupt you.' I took his advice; gave out my text — • God so loved 
the world,' &c., and walked on, the people following me, increasing in 
numbers as we progressed. When we got to the end of the village, 
ahout half a mile, we returned to the place whence we had started, and I 
concluded my sermon. That sermon was the means of the conversion of 
souls ; and it became a saying among the people that Bro. Ladd preached 
a sermon a mile long." 

Thursday, October 4:th, the brethren began by holding a prayer- 
meeting in City Road Chapel, at seven o'clock a.m. The business began 
ib Freemasons' Hall at nine o'clock. 

The fifth resolution was as follows : '' That this Association shall be 
conducted by a General Committee^ consisting of a President , Treasurer^ 
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Honorary Secretary, and Thirty Members, to he elected annually hy the 
Aggregate Meeting" This resolntion was carried without much dis- 
onssion. 

The sixth resolution: ** Iliat six or more Trustees shall he appointed, 
and in case of any vacancy arising, from death or any other cause, such 
vacancy to he filled up at thf next annual meeting." Carried without 
debate. 

Seyenth resolution : '* That every officer of this Association shall he an 
accredited Local Preacher," Carried nem. con. 

Eighth resolution : ^* That the sum for admission to this Association he 
10s. That the subsequent subscription of each member he Ss. per quarter, 
payable on the first day of January^ the first day ef April, the first day of 
July, and the first day of October next after the entrance of such member ." 

The brother who moved this resolution did so in a few plain words ; 
the brother who seconded delivered an eloquent speech. The plain mover 
has from the first been a hard worker and a benevolent giver, and we find 
his name on the last report as an hon. member, subscribing his guinea. 
But how about the eloquent seconder? What became of him? We 
don't remember hearing of him from that day to this. 

There was an amendment moved that the entrance fee be 5s. and the 
subscription 2s. per quarter, but it met with little favour, and the 
resolution was carried by a large majority. 

Ninth resolution : '' That the relief to he given by this Associatipn in 
times of sickness shall not he less than Ss. per week.'* 

One of our very cautious friends thought that we should not be able to 
give this amount. Andther of our sanguine brethren moved an amend- 
ment that it be 10s. weekly. Then came out the statisticians, with pretty 
ample proofs that 8s. weekly was as much as the subscriptions would 
warrant. The amendment was put and lost. A brother proposed a * 
rider to the following effect, '^ That if the funds would allow after paying 
10s. a week to the sick, that cases of poverty and distress mi^t be met.** 
Ibis addendum shared the fate of the other amendments : when put it 
was lost,' and the original motion was carried. 

{To be continued,) 



GOOD WOMEN OF SCRIPTURE MISUNDERSTOOD AND 

MISJUDGED. 

No. L— -Mart of Bethant. 

This young lady lived with her brother and sister at Bethany, a little 
village on the other side of the Mount of Olives, nearly two miles from 
Jerusalem. Of this family it is said (John zi. 5), *^ Now, Jesus loved 
Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus." 
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On one of oar Lord's visits to their house with His disciples, we read 
tbat Mary sat at Jesns* feet and heard His word (Lake z. 39) ; and we 
may gather from the circamstances that this was something more than an 
ordinary conversation, or an ordinary lesson of instraction. Jast rising' 
into life, with her share of beaaty and amiability, her womanlike desire to 
please and to be admired, this may have been the taming point of her 
life. Some Mr. Brisk, more showy than solid, may have soaght her 
love ; and before giving him an answer, she may have taken the oppor- 
tunity to ask Jesus about it : and He, who needed not that anyone should 
tell him about another's charaoter^-for <' He knew what was in man ''— 
advised her accordingly. Or, like most of us to-day, she may have been 
•subject to doubts and fears ; ' or some strong temptation was likely to 
lead her away from God, so she told the Lord all that was in her heart, 
and sat at His feet in a spirit of sweet resignation, prepared to listen to 
and to follow His heavenly teaching. Self love, man's love, world love, 
were all dismissed or swallowed up in love of the Saviour of the world. 
Meantime, her sister Martha had sadly missed her helping hand, and came 
to complain of her long absence. Mary seems not to have said a word 
in excuse or justification of herself, but left it for Jesus to answer her 
sister. 

Later on we read (John xi. 1) that their brother Lazarus being sick, 
these two sisters sent a message to Jesus, saying, '* Lord, behold, he 
whom Thou lovest is sick; " no doubt expecting that such a message would 
bring Him from Bethabara, about thirty miles, as quickly as possible. 
The uniyersal Healer — thought they — who goes about doing good, will 
8 urely soon come to restore this loved brother to perfect soundness. But 
soon after their messenger started, Lazarus died. Our Lord received the 
message, but ** abode two days still in the same place where He was." 
Then he said, '< Our friend Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go that I may awake 
him out of sleep." The disciples thought that sleep would be favourable 
to the health of Lazarus. *' Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus 
is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the 
intent ye may believe ; nevertheless let us go unto him." 

The mjBSsenger would take a day, or little less, to reach Bethabara. 
Our Lord abode there two days longer, then returned on foot, taking 
another day ; so four days had passed since Lazarus died ; the funeral 
had been performed, the dead body being wrapped about in long linen 
clothes, with spices and ointments, and laid in a cave which had been 
scooped out of the hillside, and a great stoncx had been laid at the 
entrance. Friends horn Jerusalem came to mourn with and comfort the 
sisters, but Jesus remained absent. 

At length some swift-footed messenger brought word that Jesus was 
drawing near ; then, one after the other, the sisters went to meet Him 
with the same cry, '^ Lord, if thou hadst been here my brother had not 
died," and Mary threw herself at the feet of Jesus, weeping. '< When 
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JeBtiff therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came 
with her, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled, and said, Where 
have ye laid him ? They said unto Him, Lord, come and see. Jesus 
wept." 

Tears of hnman sympathy from those eyes, falling down that beard, 
were more precious than the perfumed oil which ran down Aaron's beard. 
Jeaus cried with a loud yoice, ** Lazarus, come forth ! " '* And he that 
was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave clothes : and his 
face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them. Loose him, 
and let him go.*' 

Again, we read (Matt. xxvi. 6-13; Mark ziy.^3-9; John xii. 1-8; that 
a friend of Lazarus, named Simon, who had been a leper, made a supper 
for our Lord and His disciples. Lazarus was one of the guests, and busy 
Martha helped to serve them. Mary was there; but bhe had no heart for 
feasting. She had heard Jesus say, '< Te know that after two days is 
4ihe feast of the passover, and the Son of Man is betrayed to be crucified/' 
Her tender and believing heart tfelt these words, as though they were the 
bleating of the Paschal Lamb shut up for the sacrifice. She asked herself 
what she could do for Him ? How show forth the faith that was within 
her, that this Lamb of Gk)d was bearing away the sin of the world ? She 
remembered that she had in an alabaster box a pound weight of precious 
ointment of spikenard, worth about £9. She would not wait till He was 
dead ; others might then bring spices and drugs ; she would use the sweet 
perfume upon Him now. So she brought it, broke the seal, and began to 
pour the precious ointment upon His head as He sat at meat. She had 
heard (Luke vii. 36, 48) of a sinner who had washed His feet with her 
tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. What a sinner had 
done, a saint might do ; so she anointed the feet of Jesus also, and wiped 
them with her hair ; '* and the house was filled with the odour of the 
ointment.*' 

Everybody smelled the sweet perfume. The twelve disciples began to 
talk about it one to another, and the prevailing thought of their hearts 
found utterance in the words of Judas Iscariot, '< Why was not this oint- 
Inent sold for three hundred pence, and given to 'the poor? " • 

It is hard to bear the upbraidings of wicked men, much harder to bear 
{he rebukes of good men. Here are twelve of the supposed best men in 
Israel, specially chosen by the Lord, all with one consent censuring one 
gentle maiden, who has not a word to say for herself. You may almost 
see her crouching down behind the Lord Jesus^and hiding her face 
behind the veil of her long hair, "which has been let down to wipe His 
feet. But Jesus had compassion on Mary, and kindly took her part, 
saying, '< Let her alone : against the day of My burying hath she kept 
this." " Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought!^* good 
work upon Me. For ye have the poor always with you ; but Me ye hafve 
not always. Verily, I say unto you, wheresoever this GK)spel shall be 
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preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath 
done, be told for a memorial of her." * 

Dry year tears, dear Mary of Bethany ; the Lord accords yon sach 
honour as does not belong to all the saints. While His serftints preach 
the Gospel of faith in Him for the remission of sins that att pasty Mary 
of Bethany is to be mentioned as an example of the gospel of good 
works. 

Perhaps, dear reader, none of onr Lord's commands are ihore slighted 
nowadays than this. How seldom hare yon heard mention of this young 
lady's name ! yet it onght to be in the mouth of every preacher. For 
this month, at least, it is in the Looal Preaohebs' Magazine. 

T.O. 



THE LOOAL PREACHERS' MAGAZINE. 

Melton Mowbray, Dec. 15, 1880. 

To the Benefit Members of the Local Preachers' Mutual Aid Associa-* 
tion:— 

Dear Brethren,*— Allow me to call your attention to a paper which 
appeared in the Dec. issue of our Magazine, entitled, *' An Appeal," &c. 
Its appearance is opportune, and will, I hope, bear fruit in^au enlarged 
sale during the next year. 

Nothing can be more reasonable than an appeal for help to those for 
whose benefit the Magazine is published. 'In a special sense, dear brethren, 
it belongs to you. The work involyed in producing it is done for you toith'^ 
out fee or reioard. Its pages are largely devoted to the advocacy oiyour 
claim8f and the funds of what ' is really your exchequer are materially 
replenished by its means and influence. 

The amount of mental and mechanical labour and even monetary sacri- 
fice necessitated by its monthly issue is known but to few. All honour to 
the voluntary and self-denying labourers for others' good ! I grieve 
to find that this ** labour of love " is not generally appreciated by the 
class in question. A careful numerical analysis of the sales of the Magazine 
reveals this fact, namely, that a large proportion of the benefit members 
do not purchase and presumably do not read it. This cannot arise from 
inctbility to buy the Magazine ; the cost is within the means of the poorest 
— ^taking the year round, less than one halfpenny per week. Again, let 
it not be pleaded that your failure to take it can have no appreciable 
infiuence on its circulation. Your humility, however seemingly creditable, 
is in this instance fraught with misconception. It involves a fallacy, and 
might result in mischief ; for if the plea is admitted to be sound in your 
case, others have an equal right to adopt it ; and were this done on a 
large scale the publication would inevitably collapse — a catastrophe by 
which yon would be the first to suffer. Let me hope that by aiding in 
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the direction I have indicated, 70a will be among the first practically to 
deprecate this result. 

Do all yon can to popnlarize *' your own Magazine." By adding to 
its sales, yon will cheapen its relative cost, increase its value as an adver- 
tising xnedilKn, and in many other ways further the interests of the 
Wesley an Methodist Local Preachers* Association. — I am, dear- brethren, 
yours affectionately, ^ J. Towns. 



X 



BROTHER JAMESON'S VISIT TO AMERICA. 

On the 24th July, 1880, I left my home, bidding a long farewell to those 
I held most dear to me in this world, with the prospect of a tedious and 
somewhat dangerous journey before me ; knowing that ere my return I 
should have to cross almost unknown territories, of which I shall speak 
farther on. Arriving at Victoria Docks, I found great confusion ; some 
jast in time to see the vessel starting without them, others waiting most 
anxiously for their luggage ; in some instances this seemed to fail them 
altogether; in most cases intoxication was the cause of the trouble. 
Then came distressing partings from relatives and friends, in the midst of 
which we cleared the docks, and floated down the river in the large and 
splendid steamer '* Greece," having on board a very pleasant company ; 
thirty saloon passengers, and seventy steerage. There were also on 
board one hundred horses. Most of the passengers were young men 
from America, who had been visiting England and the Continent for 
improvement in their various professions. Amongst them were pro- 
fessional singers and musicians ; so that we were favoured^ during the 
voyage with several concerts in the saloon. But in striking contrast to 
these, was the Rev. Mr. Machonochie, from St. Alban's, Holbom, of 
Ritualistic fame ; and although we differed much in religious sentiments, 
I found myself highly appreciating his society, and I esteemed it greatly. 

On the Sunday, at the request of several of the passengers, I held a 
service in the evening, and spoke from St. Paul's shipwreck when on his 
voyage to Rome : *' some on boards, &c., but all came safe to land.'* I 
felt much liberty in speaking ; and when at the close I referred to the 
severe gale we had just passed through, I said that just as those who 
were going to Rome had all been saved, although some were only on 
broken pieces of the ship, so we should all be brought safe to land, if we 
had with us a Paul on board ; — at which all gave a hearty clap, and 
shouted, " Hear I hear 1" 

Well, during the evening of the first day, as I watched the blue line of 
our native land fading away like a cloud on the horizon, as it vanished 
from my view, one volume of the world and its concerns seemed closed ; 
and I had time for meditation before I opened another volume which was 
lying before me. I looked lingeringly at the spot where the last vestige 



BBO. JAKBSON'B visit TO AMBBICA. 41 

-of land had been Tisible, and thought of what and whom that land still 
held for me. What yieissitades might occur I what changes might take 
.place before I returned, if ever I For who can tell, when he sets forth, 
^whither he may be driyen by the uncertain current of existence, or 
if it may be his lot ever to review the scenes he has visited ? 

Sea voyage is a vacancy, yet full of subjects for meditation. The 
' wonders of the deep tend to abstract the mind from all worldly things. 
J delighted to look over the side of the vessel on a calm day, and mused 
for hours together, or chatted with a fellow passenger as we were almost 
becalmed on the tranquil bosom of the summer-sea. It was a joy to gaze 
upon the golden clouds, just appearing above the horizon ; or to watch 
<ihe undulating waves rolling their silver volumes, as if only to die away 
on the happy shores I had left. There was a delicious sensation of 
mingled security and awe with which I looked down from my giddy 
height at the monsters of the deep. I saw the sharks and their gambolsy 
also a whale, and shoals of porpoises lumbering about the bows ; the 
grampus heaving his huge form above the surface, or the flying fish 
darting like a spectre through the blue waters, and landing by dozens on 
our decks. My imagination conjured up all that I have ever heard or 
read of the watery world beneath me. Sometimes a distant sail, gliding 
■along the edge of the ocean, would be another theme for thought : this 
fragment of a world hastening to rejoin the mass of existence beyond;^ 
how this monument of human invention has triumphed over winds and 
waves, and brought the ends of the world together, has established an 
interchange of blessings, pouring the luxuries of one nation into the lap 
of another. 

But not to weary you with descriptions of a sea voyage, now of almost 
-universal ken, I pass on to my arrival at New York. We landed on a 
Sunday morning ; and leaving my luggage at the '' customs," felt myself 
a lonely wanderer in this vast city, rich in the choicest productions of the 
world. Passing through an abundant display of fruits — peaches, melons, 
•and grapes — I made my way to the address given me ; but I found 
nothing but offices, and Mr. Wheeler was not there. I then inquired for 
-a Wesleyan Chapel, but was told there was not one in the place. I soon 
found that I ought to have asked for a Methodist Episcopalian ; for it 
was not long before I saw in large gold letters^*' The oldest Methodist 
Episcopal Church in America." I was early ; took a seat in the comer 
^f the chapel, but was soon observed, which .brought down the pastor. Dr. 
Weed. After inquiring who I was and where I oame from, &c., my 
mission was not strange to him ; and I soon found myself in his beauti* 
fully furnished study. I was urged to take the pulpit, which I did : and 
^preached from Job xxix. 18, '^ I shall die in my nest," &c., I was 
much gratified with the beautiful appearance of all around. The pulpit 
is of statuary marble, the walls and ceiling beautifully decorated, and 
4x>th chapel and school were carpeted. Fans also were placed in all the 
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pews, one being handed to me in the pulpit. After senrioe we dined 
together ; and daring my stay in the city Dr. Weed showed me mach 
kindly attention. As I descended from the pulpit, I saw on the right 
hand a marble slab in memory of the celebrated Bishop Asbury ; on the 
opposite side a neat- marble tablet bearing the following inscription :<— 

<' Philip Embury, the earliest American preacher of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, here found his last resting place." " Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." Bom in Ireland, an 
emigrant to New York, Embury was the first to gather a class on that 
day, and to set in train measures which resulted in the founding of John 
Street Churdi, the cradle of American Methodism, and the introduction 
of a system which has helped to beautify the earth and thus increase the 
joys of heayen. I find by this time his body has been eq^humed and now 
reposes at Qambridge, a charming spot near Ashgrove. I will write from 
Baltimore. 



A BRIEF FAMILY TOUR IN DEVON AND CORNWALL. 

» 

(Continued from page 1&.) 

Friday, October 4f^.— Haying had three days of trayelling, and as much 
exercise on foot as we could bear, we concluded not to trayel to-day, but 
to look about Penzance. The situation of the town is at the north* 
western corner of a beautiful bay at the base of the English Channel,. 
where the Atlantic Ocean maintains a perpetual aggression upon granite 
and other rocks. It is sheltered by hills on all sides except to seawards ;; 
and its climate is singularly mild, in comparison with all but a small 
number of other places in England. Many delicate people and persons 
subject to respiratory ailment resort to it, therefore, as a winter retreat,, 
and some for permanent residence. Many a Methodist preacher has been 
•Stationed there and in its neighbourhood, for the same reason ; and there 
can be no question that its salubrious climate has been the means of pro- 
longing life, as well as alleyiating suffering in a great number of cases. 
The lodging-houses are numerous, and there are many hotels, from the 
lowest to the highest grade ; some of them intended exclusitely for 
pleasure seekers and inyalids. 

Issuing from our hotel, we descended by the main street, first to the 
Post Office, and then to the harbour, and along its left-hand quay to the 
end. Thence we crossed to the right-hand quay, giving a poor fellow 
sixpence for taking us in his little boatl He looked pleased, and said he 
had earned only ten shillings during the past four weeks. We threaded 
our way to the shore, and walked along the sea wall, westerly. Wo 
obseryed a large bird upon the water, which we learnt was a cormorant^ 
Beyond it was a boat, with people aboard, at no great distance, being 
rowed towards the harbour. The bird soon dired, and did not show^ 
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itself again upon the water within oar field of vision. We saw only two 
bathing machines ; but there were some lodging-hoases of modest dimen- 
sions, and two good hotels, pleasantly situate, not far from the sea. We 
came also to a lifeboat station, where a good-looking lifeboat in its own 
honse was in the care of a sailor. Near it, npon the sea-wall, was a yeiy 
long and broad net, nsed for herring fishing, laid to dry. The fish chiefly 
taken off the coast here is the pilchard, and the fishermen of Penzance 
go to the fishing gronnds off Whitby and thereabouts to exercise their 
calling. 

Further west, or south-west, is a village called Newlyn, occapied by 
fishermen and their families and such people as are dependent upon them. 
We walked nearly thither, and then, turning back, went along a piece of 
good road, called Alexandra Eoad, newly planted with trees on both sides. 
A drinking fountain at the entrance bears an inscription commemorative 
of the openiDg and naming of the road by the Princess of Wales, on the 
24th of July, 1865. We reached a highway, by which, turning to the 
right towards the town, we soon came to a little roadside inn, called 
*<Thx: Fibst and Last." In all probability there was no other inn 
between this inn, when first it was opened, and the Land's End ; so that it 
would then be the first inn for a traveller from that point, and the last for 
one going thither. Two empty and unhorsed omnibuses stood at the 
door, kept, no doubt, for the accommodation of excursionist visitors. 
Continuing our walk, at a short distance we came to a large, substantial, 
quadrangular building of stone, in which are a museum, the police offices, 
and some other apartments for public use. We were too tired to enter 
and explore it ; so went forwards, and to our comfort and joy, were im- 
mediately at our hotel, glad of rest. 

We dined at a little beyond half-past two, the time we had fixed for 
dinner. We had a loin of delicious lamb, with kidney beans and potatoes, 
followed by apple tart and Cornwall cream. The latter they will not 
call Devonshire cream, because it is a product of their own county : and 
they will not give to Devon the honour that Cornwall may equally claim. 
After dinner we were glad to rest awhile in our rooms. 

When we first went out in the morning we passed through the sham- 
bles, which, though the day was not the regular market-day, were 
abundantly supplied with first-rate meat. On inquiring prices, we found 
them much lower than in London, and the large manufacturing towns of 
the midland and northern districts. Legs of mutton were S^d. and lOd. 
per pound, and legs of pork 7id ; inferior joints proportionably lower. 
We were surprised at the quantity displayed on an ordinary day. A little 
lower than the market-house is the Post Office, in front of which is 
a fine statue of 8ir Humphrey Davy^ who was a native of Penzance. A 
short strbll in the evening by two of us sufficed for the day. 

Saturday y October 6f^, was a very beautiful day, and a day of rare en- 
' jbyni^nt as #ell as sufficle&t flitigue. We wanted to make the best of otr 
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time, and to see as much of the coantry as we could. We hired a 
carriage-and-pair at onr hotel, and went a round that comprised several 
points and objects of celebrity and interest; and among them coast 
scenery of the boldest and most romantic character. We started at a 
quarter past nine o'clock for St. Just, and in going thither we rose to an 
elevation that commanded a very extensive prospect, embracing the whole 
of Penzance Bay, St. Michael's Mount, and a sweep of country inland ; 
and then, a little further, we had before us the Bristol and St. Gorge's 
Channels, with an expanse of sea bounded only by the horizon. We 
passed through extensive moorland, and some peat grounds, having upon 
them a few small stacks of peat here and there ; but the most common 
fuel observable was gorse, or furze, piled in stacks wherever there were 
dwellings. We saw very few cattle, as few sheep, three or four beauti- 
fully white goats in one place. only, but many herds of black pigs, and 
many flocks of flue geese. Other poultry were not plentiful, and only in 
two or three places were ducks. 

The people and their dwellings were as much as possible like those of 
Wales. Everything except the language reminded us of Wales. The 
Cornish language has died out. It was a branch of the Celtic, like the 
Welsh, Irish, Manx, and Gaelic : but English has displaced the Cornish 
tongue. There was none of the shyness that distinguishes the people of 
some parts of Wales ; a shyness that may be attributable to difference of 
language, and that may also be partly consequent on the traditional in- 
fluence of former military conflict and eventual conquest. The Welsh 
are free enough in their communications with each other, and the Cornish 
are so with strangers also. There is a peculiarity of idiom and expres- 
sion in the English spoken by the natives of Cornwall. Our driver used 
the third person singular for the plural number as well as the singular of 
each person, indiscriminately. The roads are good, but in some places 
very steep, and in villages and towns twisted about, .like those of Wales. 
St. Just reminded me, in that respect, of Dolgelley. One of its houses 
that we passed had a front stone bearing the date of 1665. All the 
houses are of hard, rough stone, roofed with the stone of the country, and 
all built in the same style as those of Wales. Even the windows and 
doors are of the same character and dimensions. 

Our driver took us direct to the JBotallach mine, where we found the 
process of pulverising the tin ore, 'and washing the pulverised tin to free 
it from earthy mixture. The overlooker told us that the yield of tin is 
not more than two per cent, from the whole bulk of ore, the fine particles 
of tin being incorporated with granite. There is an admixture of iron, 
but not of sufficient quantity to be worth smelting, because of the deamess 
of coal. The iron yields a vast quantity of red colouring to the water, 
and comes away in an impalpable black powder,, leaving the residuum of 
tin to form itself into a thin heap by its specific gravity. When accumu- 
lated in sufficient quantity, it is dug out of the washing basins, put into 
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bags, and carted away to Penzance to be smelted. There were men at 
work at tbe washing mill and one girl. The manager told ns the girl was 
paid ninepence a day, and the men only about 2s. 4d. Those who work 
nnder gronnd, gettipg the ore, are not pud at a higher rate, or but little 
higher if any. Who can wonder that each labourers emigrate to the 
opposite side of the globe when they can? Their condition is very 
pitiable. 

Some years ago the mine extended about half-a-mile under the sea. 
The Prince and Princess of Wales were here a few years since, and went 
down into the mine, descending in an iron carriage used by the miners, 
which is now a dilapidated frame of rusty iron, kept in a yard on the 
surface, and which was shown to us. Subsequently to the visit of their 
Boyal Highnesses, the sea broke in and flooded the mine ; so that it had 
to be abandoned. The entrance to it is now boarded up, and the wprks 
to seaward, along the face of the lofty and rugged rocks, are mostly in 
rains. This once celebrated mine is a mere wreck. The rocks and 
abandoned works have a wild, savage, weird look, upon which the imagi- 
nation might work until ^ it had associated spells and demons with the 
demolition and ruin spread around.' The swell and dash and roar of the 
waves below complete the enchantment. The coast is very rough, and 
bare rocks everywhere confront the sea, rising to a great height, with 
jagged ribs and frowning aspect. 

As a mining county, Cornwall is half ruined. Tin commanded a high 
price for sotne time, reaching as high as £96 a ton : but mines have been 
discovered in Australia and Tasmania, of so rich an ore and in such 
abundance, that they have undermined those of this county ; the price of 
tin now being down to £34 a ton — not much more than one-third of what 
it was at one time« 

Leaving this desolate mine, we drove to Sennen, the last village in the 
west of England, containing the last church, and at the present time the 
last fixed hotel. Proceeding two miles further, we reached the Land's 
End ; near which there stands now a season hotel, newer than the one 
at Bennen ; at which however, we could obtain nothing but Allsopp's ale^^ 
We might have had mutton chops by previous order ; but thinking our 
stay would not be long, we declined to wait for their being cooked. Bread* 
and-cheese were proffered, and we expected some would be brought ; but 
none made its appearance : so we did without, and availed, ourselves of 
soqie grapes brought from the home vinery. 

There were several conveyances besides ours at the Land's End ; two 
of them being public, at fixed fares ; and others, like ours, hired for the 
occasion. We spent more time than we had expected in rambling about 
the rocks and cliffs ; the invalid resting on the sward and enjoying the 
sea air and scenery, all of us admiring its romantic and beautiful features^ 
The rocks near us, the Longships and lighthouse, the other rocks and 
lighthouse to the north| the charming green of the sea and play of its 
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white snrf — a snccession of pictures of manifold and combined beauty- 
excited intense interest, and afforded uncommon enjoyment. Historical 
associations and recollections of the past increased the pleasurable emotion, 
though not without some touches of the melancholic at the thought of the 
ravages of time, and the numerous wrecks of noble ships and loss of 
human life and property so near to where we were rambliug. 

The " narrow neck of land ** on which the Wesleys stood a century or 
more ago, has disappeared. Since the time of my own visit, nearly 
twenty years ago, or perhaps a little more, there has been washed away 
the narrow projection of rock upon which I then stood. We now look 
sheer down the rocky cliff into the sea. The detached mass of rocks, 
also, between the land and the Longships, seems to me considerably 
diminished since that time. The sea must have an awful force here in a 
storm ; and it is a universal fact, that however mighty the rocky barriers 
of a coast, the sea makes inroads upon them, devouring the land where- 
soever the two are in conflict. 

Taking our departure, we passed to the right of Sennen, and 
through the little village of Treen, where there is a small Wesleyan 
chapel. Along our road there ate telegraph posts — some of wood and 
some iron — supporting three wires ; one of which is connected with the 
Scilly Islands, passing under the sea, and the other two communicate with 
the Mediterranean Sea, India, Australia, and other parts of the globe. 
There is a telegraph station where there is constantly in training a large 
number of clerks for telegraph service abroad. Whenever a few of these 
are removed for telegraph service in India or elsewhere, new-comers take 
their places. 

We drove onward to another little village where are a little inn and a 
Wesleyan chapel. Our horses were unharnessed, and we obtained a little 
dry bread and bad water. The latter we tried to make palatable with a 
small quantity of poor whisky. If any teetotal brother blame us for 
this, I would have him go to the place and try the water there : or, if 
more convenient, he may go to Fleetwood and make the like experiment^ 
unless that place is now supplied with better water than it was thirty 
years ago. 

From this place we crossed several fields along a path to the renowned 
Logan Btone. We fell in with a man who told us the little chapel we 
had observed was used for a preaching service on a week evening once a 
fortnight, but only occasionally on a Sunday. Methodists may think of 
that, and try not to be over dainty in their tastes as to the preaching they 
get, nor over exacting upon preachers. Our informant spoke highly of 
his own father as a Local Preacher among the Bible Christiana^ whose 
ministry he himself attends, and whose cause he helps to support ; but 
he is not a member of the body. I spoke to him seriously on the subject 
of membership. He admitted what I said to be right ; and he promised 
to give the matter serious thought. I shook hands with him at parting, 
and told him the Lobd had perhaps sent me to speak to him about it. 
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Continning oar progress, we came to a yast mass of towering rooks, 
intersected by a path, which we threaded without hesitation. We felt all 
the more confidence from observing a dog on the top of a lofty rock, 
looking oat and watching as. We felt sure, therefore, that the animal 
would not be in such a place alone, but that someone of our own species 
would be there. Two men soon appeared, one of whom had a handful of 
small photos for sale : the other pointed out the Logan Stone, and helped 
one of us to climb the rocks up to it, and then stood by him whilst he 
moved it. There is no difficulty in moving this immense block of weather- 
worn granite rock, although its weight is said to be little less than seventy 
tons. Standing at some distance, upon a mighty mass of rock, I observed 
the motion distinctly. From that position we had a good view of the 
sandy cove where the telegraph wires dip into the sea for their foreign 
destination. 

We bad a very pleasant run from the little village, through St. Buryan, 
back to Penzance, which we entered by Newlyn and the Esplanade. We 
all were thoroughly tired, and very hungry. We enjoyed our tea, toge- 
ther with suitable solids. 
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MEMOIE OF JOHN PAINE. 

{Canoluded from page 18.) 

His diary still continues, though not so frequently ; doubtless for want of 
time ; but he often refers to his Sabbath labours, how greatly he was 
blessed in his <' work of faith and labour of love." 

There was a very small Wesleyan cause at Tingewick, two miles from 
the farm. He was appointed class leader there, and long and earnestly 
did he wrestle with God for ground on which a sanctuary should be 
built. He writes, Feb. 1st, 1863, " We have laid the foundation of the 
chapel and vestry at Tingervick ; may the Lord prosper it. I find little 
help at present. I want much faith ; feel much tried about it in my 
present temporal circumstances ; but ' salvation is of the Lord.' " He 
took the greatest interest in its completion, thought nothing too much 
that he could do to help forward the work ; and tie following December 
he had the joy of being present at the opening services, conducted by the 
Bev. Henry Fish. Many were the happy seasons he enjoyed there, 
often delighting to sing — 

" The hiU of Zion yields 

A tboasand sacred sweets ; 
Before we zeaoh the heavenly fields. 
Or walk the golden streets.'^ 
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No trifle would keep him from attending either the pnhlic or prirate- 
means of grace. Trnlj it might he said he was a lover of God's Hoase- 
And it is rather remarkahle that the last text he was pern4tted to preach 
from was, '* Lord, I have loved the habitation of Tby honse, and the 
place where Thine honour dwelleth." 

He took a very deep interest in the Mission canse ; also in the Mutual' 
Aid AsaoctcUion ; did whi»t he could to promote its interests, and was 
himself an honorary member from its commencement. 

On October 12th, 1876, he removed with his family to Buckingham ;. 
but to his inexpressible grief, in about two months ho was called to part 
from his beloved wife. He felt the stroke keenly, but was enabled to 
bow with submission to the Divine will, knowing his loss would be her 
eternal gain, and looking forward with joyful anticipation to the blissfal 
reunion. 

All throughout his Christian career, he was called to endure severe 
temptations, and xpany and very painful trials ; more especially during 
the last few years of his life ; but all appear to have been borne with 
Christian patience and resignation ; and his last, long and trying affliction 
was borne with cheerfal submission. Not a murmur can those who 
waited on him remember to have ever escaped his lips. 

On (he 10th of November, 1878, at Steeple Glaydon, immediately 
after preaching, he was seized with paralysis, and it was thought for 
several days it would prove fatal ; but, when conscious, he was very 
happy. Boon after his being taken illf he exclaimed, '^ The Great Phy- 
sician now is near. How good the Lord is I He is mercifuh Having 
loved His own. He loveth unto the end.*' A fiiend coming in, said, 
'* You feel the Lord with you ? " QEe said, *' Yes, He never change^.*' 
At another time he said, <* Blessed Jesus, what delicious fare ! <&c. I 
never needed help as I do now. Jesus, my great High Priest ; all my 
trust is in Jesus ; I am on the Bock. Hallelnjah 1 Praise the Lord for 
ever." At another time he said, *' ' God is the refuge of His saints,' 6c. 
*My Jesus to know^' &c. 'With Thee conversing we forget,' &c. 
* Jesa, lover of my soul,' &c. My thoughts are about Jesus. ' Jesas, 
my all in all Thou art.' " And again, '* < I have redeemed thee,' " and, 
<* * Fear thou not, for I am with thee,' &c. Bo many Fear note,** At 
another time he said, ** My work is not done. Bead me the 289th hymn." 
These are only a few amongst the many beautiful verses and expressions 
which escaped his lips! 

At the ^end of three weeks, much to the surprise of all, he was removed 
home, and bore the journey much better than was expected. He 
gradually gained a little strength ; and, though never able to turn himself 
in bed, as he had quite lost the use of one side, with the assistance of two 
or three friends he would sometimes sit up for a short time in an easy 
chair. , Many Christian friende visited him, and it was his great delight 
for them to read the Bcriptures and pray wi|h him. He was able to nead 
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bat little himself, bat so delighted to hear Wesley's hymns, Watson's 
sermons and the *' King's Highway ; " and, when he was able to bear it, 
very mach enjoyed a little singing and masic. One special favourite 



** Jesus saves me all the time ; 
Jesus saves me now.'* 

Jast twelve months from the day he was taken ill, when those near 
and dear to him thought he was gaining strength, he was suddenly re- 
moved from earth's sorrows and trials to that land where tears are for 
ever wiped away, to join his loved ones who had gone before. A short 
time before his death, several times he repeated those beautiful lines — 

** I know that my Bedeemer lives, 
And ever prays for me,'* &o. 

On the Sunday before his death, he requested that well-known hymn to 
be played and sung, ^' Thy will be done." He also joined in singing, 
" When all Thy mercies, my God." Little did those who joined with 
him think it was the last they should sing together on earth ; but so it 
proved, for, ere the close of another Sabbath, he had joined in singing 
the New Song. May his lifelong prayer be answered — 

" When soon or late we reach the coast, 
O'er life's rough ooean driven, 
May we be found, no wanderer lost, 
A family in Heaven." 

A funeral sermon was preached on the following Sunday evening in 
Buckingham Chapel, by the Eev. 0. W. Rawliugs, from the words, 
" And they that were ready, went in with Him to the marriage." And 
on a following Sunday at Tingervick, by the Rev. A. T. Hocking, of 
Brackley, from — ** Enoch walked with God ; and he was not, for God 
took him." 
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A LIFE PICTURE. 



A WOMAN sits alone ; a woman with 
a sad, quiet, pitiful face, young in its 
outline and roundness, old in its 
traces of pain and sorrow; large, 
dark grey eyes, from which the tears 
are slowly falling on the garment she 
sews; and, as she drearily stitches 
away, she thinks of that beautiful 
far-off land, ** where the wicked cease 
from troubling, and the weary are at 
rest." Ah, that is the place she 
wants to reach; and to-night her 



memory is roving over long-forgotten 
scenes; childhood's happy days and 
dreams, when the long vista of years 
stretched before her like a sunny, 
azure sky, cloudless and beautiful; 
when she, the only and petted child 
of indulgent parents, laughed and 
carolled in innocent glee, with no 
foreshadowing of the bitter curse that 
would blight and embitter her whole 
life, robbing her of all that woman 
holds priceless and dear. 
Mrs. Grey's early life had been 
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spent in a happy home, where peace, 
purity, and cheerfulness always found 
a dwelling-place, and no rough wind 
had touched her until years after she 
had given her hand to the one who 
won her trusting girlish heart ; then 
the shadow crept in, gradually 
growing denser and darker, until she 
struggled helplessly against the fear- 
ful gloom which enshrouded her, and, 
mourning, turned from her broken 
dream of happiness in despair. Two 
years after her marriage, a little son 
came to gladden the hearts of its 
parents, and their cup of happiness 
seemed full to overflowing. Now her 
little one is laid in the quiet grave, 
the blue eyes and dimpled limbs at 
rest till the great resurrection; and 
none know how the mother's heart 
aches and yearns for the clinging 
little arms and the pattering of tiny 
feet; none witness the bitter tears 
wrung from her inmost soul, as she 
looks with loving eyes and brooding 
pain at the little half-worn frocks, 
shoes, and toys laid by in the drawer, 
which no eye but hers ever beholds. 
TimtB was when another heart shared 
her burdens, and a manly love and 
tenderness had aided in soothing her 
grief; but now she was alone, alone 
to bear it all. Where was he? Wait 
in that desolate room, and you shall 
Imow. 

Hour after hour drags wearily 
away, and the quiet watcher pulls 
together the few dying embers, re- 
flecting with a sigh that there is no 
more fuel in the house, and her fingers 
oannot accomplish so much of the 
unending stitching when they are 
numb and blue with the cold. But 
the time of keen anguish and pain is 
past with her now, and she only 
wonders, with a vague sense of unrest, 
how long this state of things will last : 
hope is almost banished from her 
heart, and despair sits, like a dread 
sentinel, upon her hearthstone. Oh ! 
what has wrought this fearfiil desola- 
tion? Surely some fiend incarnate 
must ha^e stepped over that threshold 
to work such utter devastation « and 
ruin. She looks drearily round the 
room, and gazes vacanUy with her 
mournful eyes at its contents-^a 
broken table, two chairs, a stool, and 
a bedstead over which is spread a 



patchwork counterpane, which her 
own deft fingers had sewn to cover 
the worn things beneath. And this 
is all that remains of her once prettily 
decorated and well-furnished home. 
One by one she had parted with each 
article of furniture to keep the wolf 
from the threshold ; but now all her 
efforts seemed in vain, for day by day 
she grows weaker, and her hand now 
refuses to accomplish the work that 
must be done to prevent starvation 
and death entering the door. Hark ! 
the sound of a footstep falls on her 
ear ; not the one she used to love — 
light, springing, and bouyant,— but 
an unsteady, slouching, straggling 
step, proclaiming the drunkards 
return. He enters, and, with a harsh, 
discordant laugh, asks for " brandy." 
The woman's face does not even 
change its expression ! No, for it is, 
alas! an oft-repeated request; and 
the disfigured, debauched, and 
wretched man reels on to the bed, 
and sleeps the inebriate's sleep. Ask 
her how he fell. I will tell you her 
story as I heard it from her own lips. 
*' When I married Harry, he was 
so handsome and kind — ah, you need 
not look at him now, and think it 
impossible; that isn't my Harry 
lying there, but the thing into which 
drink has transfigured him — I thought 
I could never know greater happiness. 
He had a deep rich, tenor voice, and 
night after night we sang together, or 
took walks in the quiet country lanes, 
until I fancied that nothing but death 
could ever spoil our treasured happi- 
ness and home. Then when Baby 
came Harry was so proud of him tiiiat 
he said he must try and get a 
situation in the town, that our boy 
might be educated well. I willingly 
acceded, fondly thinking that our 
happiness was now even more firmly 
secured than before, and twelve 
months after, we came here. At first 
we lived in that pretty house in 
S-— street, with every comfort 
gathered round us ; but when we had 
been there a few months Harry 
commenced staying out late at night> 
first making office work his excuse, 
and then the society of friends ; but 
when I asked him to bring them 
home and spend the evening here, ha 
laughed at what he termed my silly 
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noiioiid, saying, 'A man couldn't 
ftlways be tied to a woman's apron- 
string, even if she were his wife.* 
Time passed on, and then, nifl(ht after 
night, he came in flashed and excited 
with wine. I pleaded, coaxed, and 
remonstrated with him ; bat he turned 
a deaf ear to all my entreaties. Of 
course, our income could not stand 
the continual drain, and week after 
week he gave me less for household 
expenses, till, to keep my baby alive, 
I parted with several articles of 
fuimtore to buy food. When he 
foand what I had done, he, for the 
first time, swore an awful oath, 
declaring diat he had given a bill of 
sale on everything in the house. A 
week after, his employer gave him 
notice, and shortly he was turned 
adrift. At the same time our baby 
was ill, and the doctor said nothing 
bat noarisbing things could keep him 
alive, I sold my watch and wedding- 
ring — ^my other jewellery had gone 
before — ^but the money was spent all 
too soon, and my baby, my darling, 
daily wasted, until his little blue eyes 
closed in death, and I thanked God 
that his sufferings were ended. 
While he was lying in his little 
cofi&n, the man holding the bill, 
hearing that Harry was out of em- 
ployment, came and took our fur- 
niture, compassionately leaving us 
the bedstead, chairs, and table. I 
would not give my child a pauper's 
barial, and my husband dared me to 
ask my relations for help, so I sold 
enough of my wardrobe to bury my 
darling. Then we lived, or rather, 
almost starved, for nearly a year, 
Harry drinking and repenting, until 
I lost all faiw in him. Nearly a 
year dragged on, and then we re- 
ceived a letter from our family 
solicitor, stating that my father was 
dead, He had died suddenly — was 
well in the morning, and sleeping his 
last sleep at night. We went home, 
. and when we came into possession of 
my father's well-stocked farm, Harry 
again renewed his vows, and for a 
time all went well, until the fear of 
his again falling became more dim 
and indistinct. One day, when he 
retained from market, I went to the 
«nd of the lane as osnal to meet him, 
and he oame staggeiing along, almost 



grovelling in the dust. I turned and 
fled into the house, and God help all 
those who endure what I endured 
that night! I think my sua of 
earthly hope set then, for that sight 
blackened my whole life. It was the 
beginning of the old, wretched life, 
only, if possible, a wretchedness 
increased tenfold, and a degradation 
deeper and more intense. I took 
these things with me (pointing to the 
furniture) when we went home, and, 
when everything else on the farm 
was sold, I saved these as relics of a 
happier time. Drink has done it all ! 
Drink has killed my baby, ruined— - 
oh, how irretrievably! — its father, 
and wrecked my whole life. Do you 
wonder I don't weep? Ah, God 
grant you may never live to know 
that dull aching and anguish which 
tears will not relieve !" 

And she turned, with a convulsive 
shudder, and gazed, with a gleam of 
the old tenderness, on him who so 
ruthlessly had dispelled her Hfe's 
happiness. 

Six months after I saw a pauper's 
funeral leaving the house, and heard 
the neighbours saying, as they 
gathered round the door — "A good 
thing for her, poor thing; she has 
known real hard times of it !" 

I saw a man leaning against tha 
window, with white face and sunken 
eyes, and, as I looked upon him, I 
said, ''Whoso breaketh a hedge, a 
serpent shall bite him." 

Maby Baskin* 



passing €bt\\Ui 



Mb. Thomas L. Plant, of Moseley, 
near Birmingham, lately forwarded 
an interesting letter to the editor of 
Uie Times on the temperature of the 
past twenty years. "The average 
annual temperature has been 482, 
the same as the mean temperature of 
October. July was the hottest month 
in eleven of the twenty summers, 
August eight, and June one. January 
was the coldest in eleven winters, 
December five, and February four. 
The mean temperature of the five 
months ending March 81st in the 
twenty years, is 38*9 deg. Dazing 
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this long period (November to March 
indnsive) nature is asleep, so far as 
vegetation is concerned; and is not 
Ugain brought into active life until 
under the influence of improved tem- 
perature in April or May. The 
advent of Spring is most uncertain, 
April being sometimes a really wintry 
month; this was the case in 1837, 
1849, 1861, 1877. 1879. The mean tem- 

Serature of April 1837 was only 88*6 
egrees. Since 1860 we have had 
three severe winters. The first was 
in 1870-71 ; the others were in 1878- 
79, 1879-80. Two consecutive winters 
of great severity seldom occur; the 
winter of 1878-79 was the most pro- 
tracted of modern date. In the 
twenty years we had only four dry, 
hot summers, and good harvests — 
1868, 1864,1868, 1870. All these were 
excellent seasons. Nothing has since 
equalled them, so that it is ten years 
since the last good harvest." Yet, for 
all the ways of Providence, shall we 
not continually bless the Lord ? 

SiB Wm. EEabcourt, the Home 
Secretary, has been delivering most 
telling addresses at the opening of a 
New Oofifee Tavern at Derby. The 
Judges are in the habit of saying 
strong things on the drinking habits 
of the people ; but their observations 
only apply to any section of the coun- 
try they may have visited. Sir Wm. 
Harcourt speaks as having the mat- 
ter before him for the whole country. 
Sir Wm. said: " Nobody, especially 
any one who, in a public situation, is 
connected with the control in any 
way of the police or crime of this 
country, pan be otherwise than most 
deeply impressed — more deeply day 
by day — with the immense and intole- 
rable evils of intemperance. The 
histories of misery and crime that 
come before me are more terrible 
than those ever painted in any ro- 
mance. Although I am not in a 
position to lay before you at the mo- 
ment what I consider would be an 
adequate cure for such a condition of 
things, you will not, I am sare^ think 
that I am insensible to the evil, or 
otherwise than most deeply anxious 
to see if janything can be done to 
remedy it.*' In the course of these 
addresses, SiiWm.gave a most affect- 
ing statement of a man who had just 



been hanged for murder. '* He had 
been convicted again and again for 
almost every species of offence ; and 
every one of these convictions was 
connected with drink.'* 

Sfeaeino to a meeting of Teachers 
of the British and Foreign School 
Society, Mr. Mundella, the Vice- 
President of the Committee of Council, 
urged the encouragement of thrift. 
After the Franco-German War, the 
French nation soon recuperated the 
immense sum they were called upon 
to pay. M. Gambetta lately re- 
marked : *' I believe, in a great mea- 
sure, the strength of the French 
nation is in the thrifty habits of the 
French women." Mr. Mundella 
thought it was possible for the teach- 
ers, as a voluntary act, to inculcate 
the principle of thrift in the four 
millions of children with whom they 
came into contact ; and by the use of 
the postage-stamp system, convert 
each school into a penny savings' 
bank. If he could relieve them of 
some of their duties, to enable them 
to carry this out, he would gladly do 
so. He trusted they would remem- 
ber that they were doing something 
in forming the destiny of the greatest 
nation upon earth. 

In reply to resolutions of the Penn- 
sylvanian PeflElce Society, forwarded 
to Mr. John Bright, the Bight Hon. 
gentleman replied : *' Arbitration is 
often good, and may be, and I doubt 
not will be, more and more frequently 
adopted ; but there are cases, and not 
a few, when it cannot be called in 
with any advantage. What is wanted 
is a stronger sense of the evil of war,, 
and of the crime of which it is the 
cause, and a desire on the part of all 
Christian men to suppress it. Then 
men will look on disputed questions 
without passion, and will strive to 
settle them without bloodshed, and 
will refuse to make the tremendous 
sacrifices which wars involve, at the 
bidding of ambitious and wicked rulers 
and statesmen.*' 

Every month will draw us on 
nearer the time of the meeting of the 
proposed Universal Congress of 
Me&odists, to be held in September, 
in City Road Chapel. With Mr. 
Wm. McArthor as Lord Mayor, and 



PASBESra EVENTS. 



68 



Tresident Hayes, of America, as mem- 
bers of the Congress, great interest 
will be taken in the assembly. If the 
result should only be an increased 
real unity of reciprocal affection, the 
occasion will be of value. But some 
practical effects of the meeting will 
probably follow; for it is hardly 
likely that such a meeting of several 
liundreds of representatives from 
various parts <]jf the world should 
assemble, and nothing practical 
result. 

As we write, the State trials in 
Ireland are dragging their slow length 
along. When the end does come, it 
will probably be an acquittal. In the 
meantime some of the traversers, at 
the very time of being tried, are 
figuring in the House of Commons. 
However much the extreme steps of 
Mr. Pamell and the Land League 
may be condemned, there is no doubt 
great cause to demand that some- 
thing should be done. The landlords 
have, no doubt, great cause now to 
complain of the combination which 
refuses to pay a stipulated rent ; but 
it must not be forgotten that many of 
the Irish tenant farmers have been very 
unrighteously dealt with. The pro- 
babiUty we hope is, that steps will be 
taken whereby skilled industry may 
have its reward secured, and oppressors 
be compelled to concede what is fair 
and equal. We know not at present 
what me Government measure is to 
be, but we have more faith in fair 
dealing between landlord and tenant 
than in any unnatural peasant pro- 
prietorship. We should hope some 
•definite and easy plan of arbitration 
would go far to satisfy all the reason- 
able part of the Irish community. 

Next to Irish matters, the most 
unhappy state of things is in South 
Africa. We tmst there is hope for 
Basutoland in the appointment of Sir 
fiercnles Robinson as Governor at 
the Cape. The quieting of the Basuto 
nation would no doubt tell very much 
upon the neighbouring tribes. The 
disturbances are no doubt due, very 
much, to the disarmament measure, 
the wisdom of which may be justly 
questioned, when a missionary of the 
med character of Mr. Davis, who 
spent forty years in the counixy, 



regards it as uncalled for. The Earl 
of Eimberley will no doubt do his 
utmost in giving the best possible 
advice. To a deputation that waited 
upon him not long since, his Lord- 
ship said : " I only wish that I had 
the power to give e£fect to my own 
feeling in this matter. I believe that 
South Africa wants rest above all 
things." The rebellion in the Trans- 
vaal belongs to the^ Imperial Govern- 
ment. The revolt of the Dutch 
Boers will probably be promptly met, 
and the leaders of the rebellion are 
hardly likely to escape punishment. 
From the natives generally the Boers 
will not meet with mlich sympathy, as 
their rule has been one of cruelty and 
oppression towards the aboriginal 
races. 

The death of Dr. Jobson will be 
universally regretted. It was the 
Frederick J. Jobson, of between thirty 
and forty years ago, that produced so 
favourable an impression upon the 
writer's mind. The earnest pulpit 
and platform ability of Mr. Jobson at 
the time we speak of, was most 
striking and effective; and his 
powers of oratory were second to but 
very few. As an honorary member 
and tried friend of the Local Preach- 
ers' Association he will be missed. 
We are quite sure that the Local 
Pbeaohbrs' Association is worthy 
that some other name from among 
the superior class of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Ministry should fill up this 
vacancy. What young rising minister 
will say, "I will become to the Asso- 
ciation what Dr. Jobson was? " 

The will of the late Sir Francis 
Lycett has been proved ; and accord- 
ing to the Methodist Recorder, the 
benefit accruing to Methodism will be 
nearly ^160,000 — the greater part 
being left for chapel extension. 

The Executive of «the Palestine 
Exploration Society are about to 
survey the East of Palestine, as they 
have already successfully done its 
Western parts. The Eastern parts 
of the country are covered with ruins, 
many of them in a wonderful state of 
preservation. There has been one 
period of destruction, and one only ; 
and since then the land has been left 
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to the tribes who wander oyer it with 
their cattle, but who neither buUd nor 
destroy. , 

It seems inconfsfruous, after so mnch 
eflfort by way of Wesleyan Methodist 
extension, that Mr. Orozier, from 
Southwark, and Mr. Foster, from 
Spitalfields, should each write of a 
population of 800,000 in the heart of 
London almost destitute of Wesleyan 
Methodism. Of course there are 
other spiritual agencies at work ; but 
still there are tens of thousands of 
these teeming masses altogether neg' 
ligent of eternal things. Various 
methods are suggested as to the man- 
ner in which* this 600,000 people 
should be dealt with. One thing is 
certain, that it is the duty of the 
Church of Jesus Christ to present 
truth to the minds of the heathen at 
home. The plan of the Apostle Paul 
was, "publicly, and from house to 
house." 

We mentioned last month that 
friends of the Local Preachers' As- 
sociation were to be congratulated on 
the value of their present invest- 
ments. Professor Fawcett has, on 
the part of the Government, pledged 
to a smaller class of investors in 
Consols an interest of 6s. per annum 
for every ^10 invested. This looks 
like a permanent ^3 per cent. Under 
such circumstances we can hardly 
see how Consols should recede in 
value to any great extent, unless in- 
deed something very unforseen should 
occur. With Consols at par, or, in 
other words, worth about a ilOO, a 
considerable profit accrues to the 
Association. On looking through the 
figures as given in the report, the in- 
vestments of the Local Preachers* 
dAssociation are worth at present about 
i6600 more than they actually cost. 
The benefit members of the Associa- 
tion ought to be well satisfied with 
such an investment. 



Ititerafttw. 

The Methodist Temperance Magazine 
for 1880. 

We have looked rather carefully 
through this volume, and see nothing 



to condemn, but much to commend. 
This nice volume would form a capital 
present if given to a poor temperance 
worker. The volume is publi^ed by 
Elliot Stock, price 2s. But the next 
year's will be published at the Con- 
ference Office, City Boad. 

The Teacher's Storehouse and Trea- 
sury of Material for Working 
Sunday-school Teachers. Vol. V, 
1880. London.* Elliot Stock. 
Price 2s. 

This is a storehouse, indeed, where 
the Sunday-school teacher may come 
and take what he wants, and come 
again, and still find fresh material by 
which he may be enabled to build up 
his class, and fit them for use by the 
great Master-builder Himself. 

The Methodist Family, 1880. Lon- 
don : Elliot Stock. 

Here is a helpful biography, a serial 
story in twelve chapters. The mis- 
cellaneous articles are numerous, and 
the poetry too. Suppose we give a 
verse from the last piece of poetry, 
entitled " Little Margie " — 

** By the gate stands lonely little Margie, 
Watching with dim eyes the little 
throng. 
* She's too little for our picnic ! ' said the 
children, 

* She's too little ; she could never walk 
so long I ' " 

Just the kind of book to lay on the 
table, and to be taken up at odd 
times. 

The Biblical Museum : A Collection 
of Notes, Explanatory, Homiletio, 
and Illustrative on the Holy Scrip- 
tures, especially designed for the 
use of Preachers, Bible Students^ 
and Sundaj-school Teachers. By 
James Compeb Gray. Vol. IX., 
containing the Books of Jeremiah* 
Lamentations, and Ezekiel. Lon- 
don : Elliot Stock, 62, Patoi^ioster 
Row. Price 58. 

It is with feelings of real pleasure 
that we welcome this the ninth volume 
of the Biblical Museum. There does 
not appear to be the least falling ofiT 
in the quality of the matter; tiie 
paper, the printing, the binding, are 
all good. We hope many of our rear 
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ders are in possession of these 
valuable Tolumes, and that those who. 
are not, will get them as soon as pos- 
sible. 



THE PBIMBOSE. 

*< In lowly lore -within my heart 
Doth live the primrose, pale and sweet." 

The primrose is one of the early 
harbingers of spring. It is foond 

growing on mossy banks and in 
nely woods; it comes and nestles 
where other flowers disdain to bloom, 
and casts its modest glance on chance 
passers-by. 

The primrose and the violet are 
twin sisters, and are rightly called 
liowliness and Modesty. 

Children hie to the woods in plea- 
sant spring with joyful shout and 
merry laugh, and faces all aglow with 
gladness, in search of these beauties 
of Nature. 

Poor London children! some of 
them have never seen a field flower 
growing. 

The primrose is a universal fa- 
vourite, and is welcomed and prized 
in hospitals and homes for sick 
children. The weary and worn can 
lie and look at their ideal flower, and 
leoall past days when they could run 
free, and see them all growing and 
lovely as wonderful Nature has made 
them. 

The matron of one of the " Homes" 
asked the children which they would 
like best, a pretty new toy or a bunch 
of primroses. Not one chose a toy ; 
all asked for flowers. So she, want- 
ing to find out the reason, pressed 
the children to tell her. One tiny 
girl said, '* Any old man can make 
toys, but it is only God can make 
lovely flowers, and little children like 
His works." 

Faversham. Fbimbose. 

KINDNESS TO SERVANTS. 

Sib, — As the stream of your Christian 
philanthropy flows in a thousand 
channels, visiting and benefiting even 
the most neglected, do you not think 
that a word might be fitly spoken to 
hoads of feunilies on the wisdom of re- 



commending true religion by their 
instruction and example to servants ? 

I heard of a master, having returned 
from a church-meeting where a ser- 
vant, amongst others, had been pro- 
posed, when his household assembled 
for devotion, kindly addressing the 
servant, observing how much he 
would have rejoiced had her name 
been mentioned, presenting to her 
" The Anxious Inquirer," and praying 
affectionately for her in the family. 
She read, and thought, and prayed as 
directed ; was encouraged to visit her 
minister ; and became, it is hoped, a 
humble Christian. She was young, 
and an orphan : but- she now found a 
Father and Protector in God. When 
visited as a candidate, she said the 
friendly appeal of her master, with 
the consistent example and Christian 
solicitude of the family for her, had 
been the means of forming her cha- 
racter. 

A family, known to me, settling in 
a neglected village, on receiving into 
it a quiet country girl, emploved their 
efforts much as in the formercase for 
her instruction and conversion, and 
with the like success. She is now a 
member of the church. The eldest of 
seven or eight children, her influ- 
ence is wonderful with her relatives, 
and exerted with simple earnestness 
for their good. How amply the family 
employing her is repaid ! How well 
worth while to every Christian family, 
by thus doing their duty, to ^have the 
benefit of the respect, the devoted- 
ness, the principle, shown by this 
grateful domestic ! 

On visiting a gentleman one even- 
ing, and remarking to him the appa- 
rent happiness and intelligence of the 
servant-man who waited, he said, 
** When I first engaged tliat man as 
groom, he was so truly clownish as to 
appear almost without intellect. I 
conversed with him, instructed him, ' 
brought him under religious trainings 
encouraged the study of his Bible. His 
mind suddenly started into activity, 
as it were, for the first time. He 
was, indeed, a new man; became* 
thoughtful, began to love our family 
worship, and to pray for himself. He 
is truly devoted to his employers, is 
now a confidantial servant, and use* 
fol member of the church." The truth 
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of this was delightfully proved after- 
wards on attending the sooial prayer- 
meeting, and hearing his humhle, 
scriptural, fervent supplications ; and 
his zeal, I am told, is remarkable in 
winning others to the way of holiness. 
O how much have we yet to learn 
of our duty and interest on this sub- 
ject! This is beginning at home; 
and who shall say how much it de- 
pends on servants what children are ; 
or how truly the piety of a servant 
forms a fountain of blessings not only 
to a family, but, through it, to gene- 
rations to follow ? But such thoughts 
are worthy of the power and pathos 
of your own pen. May the voices of 
servants, dear sir, join in the multi- 
tude who shall bless God for you in 
time and eternity ! Z. 



A NEW PLANETAEIUM. 

Thts invention is the work of an 
Italian, Signer N. Perlni, long resi- 
dent in London. The uew Planetarium 
is erected in an ordinary sized room, 
with a ceiling higher than usual. On 
entering the room one sees a high cir- 
cular chamber, or box, standing on 12 
wooden pillars. On entering under- 
neath this chamber, and looking up, 
a dome is seen, deep blue, and 
sprinkled with stars, the chief north- 
ern constellations being in their pro- 
per places, and round the base of the 
dome the names of the signs of the 
Zodiac. Pendant from the top of the 
dome, by a narrow tube, is an opal 
globe, lit inside by gas, and repre- 
senting the sun. From wires, almost 
invisible, the planets are suspended 
around the sun, of sizes and at dis- 
tances approximately proportionate to 
the real sizes and distances, and each 
having its proper inclination to the 
plane of its orbit. The various moons 
are in their places, and Saturn has 
his rings. The general effect, on 
looking up at this arrangement from 
below, is impressive ; and this effect 
is increased when Signor Perini, by 
simply turning a key sets the system 
in motion, rapid or slow, as he 
chooses. The sun turns on his axis, 
and the planets in their orbits, all in 
time accurately proportionate, and on 
watching the movements for a short 



time, one easily realises the immense 
differences in length of the years of 
the earth and those of the outer pla- 
nets. By an ingenious watchwork 
arrangement inside the earth, which 
is the size of a walnut, our world is 
made to revolve on its axis ; the latter 
by a special effort of ingenuity of 
Signor Perinl's, being always made 
to point to the same quarter of the 
heavens. Perhaps the great triumph 
of this invention is the fact that the 
planets revolve round the sun in 
proper elliptical orbits, which are 
traced around the inside of the dome. 
The dome is 14 feet in diameter at 
its base, and 14 feet high. The 
moving power is clockwork. Not a 
sound is heard when the machinery 
is in motion ; the whole working in 
that "solemn silence" which the 
hymn tells us is characteristic of the 
starry sky. Perini has devoted his 
nights and mornings to this structure 
for seven years, and has expended 
upon it something like JG700 ; the 
earth itself, we believe, has cost him 
Jg40. We believe he has been 
prompted to this solely from the en- 
thusiasm of a mechanician, and by a 
desire to do something to enable thosa 
interested in astronomy to realise, as 
far as possible, the arrangements of 
the solar system. It is almost im- 
possible to put it out of order, and it 
can be taken td pieces in a very short 
time. — Times, 



BEMABEABLE EPITAPH. 

In the History of London, mention is 
made of a monument in St. Saviour's 
Church, Southwark, to the memory 
of Richard Humble, Alderman <^ 
London, and his wife and children, 
who are all represented in a kneeling 
posture. The date is April 13, 1616* 
The following lines are inscribed :— 

Like to the damask rose you see. 
Or like the hloasom on the tree. 
Or hke the dainty ^i06r of May, 
Or like the morning of the day, 
Or like the «un, or like the shade, 
Or like the gourd, which Jonas had, 
ET'n 80 is Man, whose thread is spun. 
Drawn oat, and cut, and so is done. 
The rose decays, the hloasom blaateth, 
*Ihe yiotoer fades, the morning hasteth, 
The sun declines, the shadow flies, 
The gourd consumes, and Man he dies. 
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FEBRUABT. 

•Thb sun rises on the 1st at forty-one 
minntes after seven, and sets at forty- 
seven minntes after four. On the 
28th the snn rises at fifty minutes 
«fter six, and sets at thirty-six min- 
ntes after five. Hence the day 
lengthens fifty-one minutes in the 
morning, and forty-nine minutes in 
the evening. The day lengthens one 
•hour and forty minutes this month. 

New moon thirty-two minutes after 
eleven on the morning of the 28th. 
Full moon on the 14th, twenty-four 
minutes after six in the morning. 

The moon is near Venus on the 1st 
and 2nd, being situated to the right 
of the planet on the former, and to 
the left on the latter evening. She is 
near Jupiter during the evening hours 
of the 3rd. On the same evening 
Saturn will be situated some distance 
to the left of the moon and of Jupiter. 
On the evening of the 4th the moon 
will be to the left of both Saturn and 
Jupiter, but nearer to the former 
than the latter; and near Mars on 
the morning of the 26th. She is 
nearest the earth on the 26th, and 
.most distant from it on the 10th. 

Mercury is an evening star setting 



on the 6th at thirty-ei^ht minutes 
after sunset, and on the 25th one 
hour forty-eight minutes after the sun. 

Venus is an evening star, setting 
on the 10th four hours thirty-four 
minutes after sunset. 

Mars is tf morning star, rising on 
the 10th one hour and seventeen 
minutes before sunrise. 

Jupiter is an evening star, setting 
on the 1st at thirty-nine minutes 
after ten p.m., and on the last day at 
forty-three minutes after two p.m. 

Saturn sets on the 1st at twenty-one 
minutes after eleven p.m., and on the 
last day at five minutes after three 
p.m. 

On the Ist of this month George 
Oruikshank died in 1878 ; on the 9th 
Bishop Hooper was burnt, 1555 ; 
Martin Luther died 18th, 1546; 
Thomas Binney died 23rd, 1874. 

High water at London Bridge on 
the 1st twenty-five minutes after 
three, and on the last day at thirty- 
five minutes after one. 

Father, how wide Thy glory shineB I 

How high Thy wonders rise 1 
Enown through the earth by thoasand 
signs. 

By thoasands tbrongh the skies. 
Those mighty orbs proclaim Thy power. 

Their motions speak Thy skill ; 
And on the wings of every hour 

We read Thy patience still. 



ptiittal-^tb %BMmiim Itporfjer^ 



PBEEtlDENT'S LETTEB.— No 8. 

Ayleshnry, Jan. 13. 

My Dear Bro. Sims, — I am very 

glad to be able to send you at this 

-cold season of the year suoh a warm 

and cheerful list of kind Mends who, 

out of the many demands at this time 

-of the year, have not forgotten our 

beloved Association, or the claims of 

sick, suffering local preachers. I 

have had a large amount of thanks 

presented to myself for having 

vbrought the claims of our old men 

before them. I have still about fifty 

Branches I should like to wake np, 



and let them see the President ; but I 
am afraid they will not avail them- 
selves of that privilege. Thank the 
Lord, Brother, there is still such a 
principle as pure disinterested brO' 
therly love. 

See what follows : — 

£ s. d. 
Anthony Shaw, Esq., Gon- 

gleton 1 1 

Captain Paul, Llangollen ... 5 

Mr.Geo.Healy,AbergavennyO 6 
Mr. A. Steed, Midsumer 

Norton 5 

B. Stanley, Esq., Nuneaton 2 2 
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F. HajTward, Esq., Yetmin- 

SwOlT ••• ••• ••• 

Edgar Malkin & Co., Burs- 

16111 ••• ••• ••• 

John Farrar, Esq., Wrex- 

Dam ••• ••• ••• 

Henry Marshall, Blackpool 
H. G. Rohert Sherren, Esq., 

Hanley ••• ••• ... 

J. Jackson, Esq,, Camar- 

▼on ••• ••• ••• 

•L • xamo ••• ••• ••• 

Mr. Enowles, Growshaw- 

oovber ••• ••• ••• 

Mr. Thomas Viokstaff, Lad- 

*ow ••• ••• ••• 

George Bellis, Esq., Mold 
William Boulton, Esq. Bars- 

XOlU •■• ••• ••• 

Thomas Betteridge, Ather- 
Bsone ••• ••• ••• 

Mr. J. H. Gordroy, Ghester 

William Hoyle, Esq., Tot- 
tingtom, near Bary 

Hanz Heair, Padsham 

A Friend, from Llanidloes 

Rowland Dickens, Esq., 
Ayleshary 

Mr. Eempster, Eidsgrove... 

Mr. George Basson, A Pre- 
sent to uncle. Proceeds 
of (for the old men) Wool 
Goods ••• ... ... 

Isaac G. Watson, Esq., Mor- 
ley, Leeds ... ... 

Mr. Home, Ilkley 

A Dear Friend, near Ayles- 

uux'jf ... «(« .«• 

George Sagden, Esq., Birs- 

•an ... ••• a. a 

Mr. Aitkin, Baresford 
Mr. W. Lawson,Woodland... 
S. Barrachodge, Esq., 
Mr. T. Milnes, Bradford ... 
John E. Lightfoot, Esq., 

Accrington ... ... 

Less expenses at Great 
Marlow 4s. 



5 
10 



10 
5 








10 



5 
5 



2 




10 



5 
10 








10 



5 
5 








10 

6 

10 

10 

5 



1 10 

18 8 
5 

5 

5 
5 
10 
110 
10 

110 



£22 10 
lam, dearBro., 
Yoars traly, 

G. S. Maddeb. 



Nbw Honobaby Mevbebs. 

Bfr. Rose, Farrinadon. 
Mr. Jaivis, SloogL 



Mr. W. Holmes, Golne, Lanoashire. 
Isaac G. Watson, Esq., Morley, near 

Leeds. 
M. Atwood, Esq., Castle Donnington. 
Mr. Brokerton, Rassell Sqaare, 

London. 
Mr. H. Bell, Stockport 
Mrs. Heffer, Upper Norwood, S.E. 
James Howard, Esq., M.P., Bedford. 
H. Kershaw, Esq., Bradford. 
Mr. E. Maggett, Scarboroagh. 
Mr. James Hercy, Pickering. 
Mr. I. Savage, Greens Norton. 
Miss White, Northumberland Street, 

Strand. 



WESLETAN METHODIST LOCAL 

PBEAGHEBS' MUTUAL-AID 

ASSOCIATION. 

To the Editors of the Local 
Pbeachebs' Magazine. 

24, Bedford Street, 
Covent Garden. 

Deab BbethSen, — It is with sin- 
cere gratitude to Almighty God tliat 
we have so many tokens of the good- 
will of our ministers toward us and 
our cause. The following was re- 
ceived this morning (Dec. 18). 

" My Deab Sib, — I have sincere 
pleasure in sending you a Money 
Order for £1 Is., my subscription to 
the Local Preachers* Mutual-Aid 
Association. Be kind enough to 
acknowledge receipt. 

" I often fear that in London and 
the large towns of the kingdom the 
days of the Local Preachers are 
numbered ; but I gladly indulge the 
hope that, in country circuits, there 
will be, for many years to come, a 
soul-saving band worthy of their 
noble ancestry. Things are strangely 
altered sinc» I, at seventeen years of 
age, first had the audacity to attempt 
to preach. 

'* With affectionate regards, 
" I am, yours truly, 

" Wesleyan Ministeb.*' 

Things are strangely altered since 
the time above referred to, but we 
had not then what we now have, viz.., 
A Local Precichers* Mutual-Aid AssO' 
eiation. There was more work, bat 
no care for the workmen. 

Geobgb Simi. 
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BBOMSGBOVE. 

December 15, 1880. 
Deab Sm,— Wa have had our tea 
meeting for the Local Preachers' 
Mutnal-Aid Association. The meet- 
ing w&s held in the Wesleyan school- 
foom« on December 13, 1880. The 
proceeds of the meeting I have sent 
by P.O.O., JB4 15s, We had a very 
good meeting. The Bev. T. B. 
Moxon presided. There were only 55 
at tea. The poor people have not 
monay to pnrchase tickets. 

Yonrs truly, 
Wm. Bannier. 

OXTB VETEBANS. 

Most of onr readers, we believe, look 
forward to the annual utterances of 
our old men. Ten of these have died 
during the year. From these we have 
heard the last expression of gratitude 
for Mr. Wild's gift. The youngest of 
these old men who have died was 78 
and the oldest 85 years. Their aversge 
age being about 77 years ; and the 
total' amount given to these veterans 
firom the fund was jG746 17s. 6d., the 
lowest amount taken by anyone was 
£26, and the highest ^160 12s. It is 
a good plan of our General Secretary 
to recora the age and the amount re- 
ceived by each up to the time of death. 
The largest amount taken, j6160 128., 
einbrac^ a period of 802 weeks. 

We will now proceed to notice what 
some of these old veterans have to 
say in acknowledgment of Mr. Wild's 

gift. 

Ho. 9 

Says, ** He shall be 83 years old 

January 1881, and he has been a local 
preacher 64 years. He now feels 
himself on the borders of Jordan, but 
no fear." 

Mo. 10 

"Begs to say that the blessings 
resulting from Christ's coming and 
my confidence in Him give me peace 
am hope." 

So. 15 

<*Manj thanks for the generous gift 

of the late J. Wild, Esq. How many 
have before this been cheered by the 
welcome order. The Lord loiows I 



am thankful, and it is so good to think 
of the fountain from whence this bene- 
volence springs. I feel it very much 
that we cannot do more for onr good 
cause." 

This good brother or his wife has 
done something for the good cause 
for many years. She has collected 
20s. and upwards a year, and tiius 
entitied herself to receive the Maga- 
zine free every month; in fact be- 
come an honorazy member. 

No. 16 

Says he is 77 years of age, has been 
a local preacher 45 years, and still 
takes a goodly share of appointments. 
He has been a class-leader about the 
same period. 

¥o. 17 

Is 73 years of age, has been a local 
preacher 40 years ; thanks God that 
He gives him health, and he is still 
able to preach Christ and Him cruci- 
fied. 

No. 20 

Deab Sib, — ^Please to accept my 
sincere thanks for your remittance of 
the annual gift of 10s., as per the 
will of the late J. Wild, Esq., which 
is indeed a timely relief to your aged 
brother. Glory be to God I 

No. 21 

I have received, with unspeakable 
thanks, the amount of 10s., the an- 
nual Christmas gift of the late James 
Wild, Esq., left to his aged brethren. 
I think it not only an act of charity, 
but of mercy, for which we thwk 
God. 

Ho. 22 

Says, — ** Fifty years ago, we poor 

locals used to drag a much heavier 
harrow than we. do now. Then we 
were saluted with brickbats and 
rotten eggs ; and not unfrequently a 
fifteen miles' tramp to our appoint- 
ments and fifteen miles' back, and to 
bed with a wet shirt and tired bones. 
But all will be gain when we reach 
our Father's house." 

So. 25 

I beg leave to thank you fi)r yoni 
kind donation as a Christmas present 
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of lOs., which I reoeiye as a pft from 
my heavenly Father, which I do not 
deserve, although I have heen endea- 
vonring to preach the Gospel for 60 
years as a local preacher." 

No. 26 

We know, he has heen an acceptable 
and useful local preacher for many 
years, but he has now past his 80th 
year. 

No. 29 

Is now 86 years old, and his hand- 
writing shows what time does in 
causing the hand to shake and the 
letters and lines to run zigzag. 

No. 33 

Is verging on fourscore, with toler- 
ably good health, but with very de- 
fec^tive sight. 

No. 34. 

Dear Brethren, — ^I write to inform 
you that I have received your Christ- 
mas Gift with thankfulness both to God 
and to you. But you will soon have 
done with me ; I am worn out, I am 
nearly 91 years old. I preached my 
last sermons in October last, and I 
can only walk about my house now. 
My friends thought I was going home 
last Sunday, but the Lord spared 
me a little longer. 

I am yours, &c., W. W. 

Ho. 36 

I hereby acknowledge with thank- 
fulness the 10s. you send me, being 
the gift of Mr. Wild. I am now in 
the 80th year of my age. I find I 
am going the way of idl the earth. 
I am thankful to let you know that 
the Gospel which I have been preach- 
ing for 45 years is now the power of 
God to my salvation. 

No. 37 

With gratitude I acknowledge the 
rrceipt of 10s., the Christmas Gift of 
the late James Wild. I hope to see 
him again ; that is, if I get near enough 
the Throne. I am happy to say that 
I am much better in health now than 
I have been for some time, but I 
cannot do much for the Master : but I 
am glad to say that I can attend 
to my two classes and assist at 



the prayer-meeting. I do wish my 
brethren would take in our Local 
Preachers' Magazine, I find in it 
food for the mind. 



No. 39 

I beg most gratefully to acknow- 
ledge l£e usual boon of 10s., as the 
annual Christmas Gift, left to his 
aged brethren, by James Wild; Esq. 
My heart swells with joy to find 
others, here and there, are joining ihe 
ranks as honorary members ; and my 
prayer is that their lives may be 
spared to serve the best interests of 
this country for many years to come. 
The preachers have long known the 
sterling liberalism of Enoch Baldwin, 
Esq., M.P.— Yours, T. F., 80 years of 
age. 

No. 40 

I beg to acknowledge the 10s. yon 
so kindly sent me, the Christmas 
Gift of our late brother Wild. I was 
much moved when the 10s. came, 
having once been in company with 
Mr. Wild at Hamersmith, he kindly 
asked me to his house. 

I have been the subject of great 
losses and much affliction, or I should 
not have applied to our God-like Asso- 
ciation for help. I have been a local 
preacher 45 years, and a member of 
our Association 80 years last July.. 



GENEBAIi COMMITTEE. 

Minutes of Committee Meeting, held 
at our Office on Monday evening, 
January 10th, 1881:— 

Present : Bro. C. S. Madder (Pre- 
sident) in the chair. Bros. J. Carter, 
Milsom, Sunman, Clapham, Am- 
phlett, Wardley, Harding, Parker, 
Cropper, Wright, Sims and Johnson. 

The meeting was (^ened with 
prayer by Bro. Milsom. In the en- 
forced absence, through ill-health, of 
the Hon. Sec, Bro. Johnson was re- 
quested to take the Minutes. 

On the motion of Bro. Johnson a 
unanimous vote of sympathy was or- 
dered to be conveyed to Bro. Cham- 
berlain. 

The Chairman gave a short account 
of his visit to the North of England 
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mth Bro. Benson, the latter of whom 
had met with a severe accident. The 
Committee were glad to he informed 
that he was recovering as speedily as 
conld he expected. 

The minntes of the last meeting 
were read and confirmed. 

The monthly abstract was read, 
showing receipts £178 10s. 6d. ; pay- 
ments, including bills, £235 2s. 7d. 

The total receipts from branches 
mnce the andit in May were ^£1,932 
19s. 4d., and the payments through 
them were £1,642 ds. 7d., besides 
working expenses. 

There had been added during the 
month 22 ; died, 3 members and 2 
wives ; sick, 114 ; superannuated, 160. 

On the motion of Bro. Harding, the 
volames of our Magazine for 1878, 
1879, and 1880, if in stock, were voted 
for the Fenge Library. 

The President read letters he had 
received from friends, one of whom (a 
Churchman) had generously sent £5 
to our funds. 

Bills amounting to j612 Is. 6d. were 
presented, and ordered to be paid. 

cases from BBA.NOHES. 

J. p., of L., aged 65, applied for 
superannuation; local preacher 40 
years. A tailor by trade, but unable 
to work except earning a few shillings 
occasionally; suffers from bronchitis ; 
wife dead ; has five children, none of 
whom can help him. Becommended 
by Local Secretary and Circuit Min- 
ister. Besolved, That he have 5s. per 
week. 

J. C, of W., aged 84 years ; local 
preacher 60 years, applied for super- 
annuation. Has 28. 6d. per week nrom 
the parish, out of which he has to pay 
Is. for rent ; has no relations to help 
him and can earn nothing. The 
Local Secretary says, '*The branch 
strongly recommend the case and 
hope the Committee will allow him 
all they can." Besolved, that the 
brother have 6s. per week. 

At this point the President was 
compelled to leave, and at his request 
the Ex-president took the chair. 

T. K., of W., aged 83, an annuitant 
since October, 1869, at 4s. per week, 
now asks for more. Has been a mole 
catcher, and had for many years more 
than 30,000 acres to look over an- 
nually, but now can do nothing. 



Nearly lost his life six months ago by 
the bursting of a blood-vessel. Lives 
in lodgings, paying 2s. 6d. per week for 
lodging and washing. Still preaches ; 
wife dead ; seven children, all married 
with families, one a widow with five 
children requiring help. [Besolved, 
That he have 6s. per week in future. 

J. P., of E., aged 73 ; an annuitant 
from January 1872 at 2s. ; advanced 
in May, 1875, to 4s. ; now asks the 
Committee to allow him. 2s. addi- 
tional. He is ill and can do nothing. 
Local preacher 46 years. Local Secre- 
tary says, •• The 4s. is all he has to 
depend upon, and in addition, his 
daughter who lives with him is an 
invalid and unable to earn anything. 
He hopes the Committee will do all 
they can." Besolved, That he have 
6s. per week. 

The next meeting to be held at 
Bro. Wright's, Frimley Villa, Plum- 
stead, on Wednesday Evening, Feb. 
9th, at half- past five o'clock, 

The meeting closed with prayer by 
Bro. Amphlett. 



DEATHS. 

Deo. 13, 1880. James Ounliff, Lin- 
coln Branch, aged forty years. He 
died resting on the atonement of the 
Saviour. Claim £8. 

Dec. 18, 1880. Martha Gray, Fram- 
lingham Branch. Her end was peace- 
ful and happy. Claim £3. 

Dec. 21, 1880. George Roberts, 
Brigg Branch, aged seventy-four years. 
The circuit minister says, "He was 
one of the best men he ever knew. A 
local preacher, leader of two classes, 
and teacher in the Sabbath school. He 
spent much time in visiting the sick. 
It may be said, he was always in the 
front ready to do his part in every 
good work, yet free from ostentation. 
An humble, earnest, warm-hearted 
Christian. No one was more highly 
respected by all classes, and all denomi- 
nations. When his end came he was 
found ready, and rejoiced in the pros- 
pect of going home." Claim £8. 

Jan. 2, 1881. Mrs. Bott, Wellington 
Branch, aged sixty-one years. No 
particulars. Claim £4. 

Jan. 3, 1881. J. Pitts, Witney Branch, 
aged forty-six years. No particulars. 
As this brother had not been a member 
twelve months, what he had paid was 
refunded. 
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CASH 'EEGEXYEB BY THE GENERAL TBEASUBEB to «I'an. 15th, 1881. 



Bromsgrove — ^Tea and Public Meeting ... ... ••• 

SotaAjport—Mra. McOay (in memory of her husband), 128 

Stockport— liix, H. Bell, hm. £1 Is 

Iblkegton&-''Mx, T. Bigden, for the Old Brethren at Christ- 

mas. dSo ••• ••• ••• ■•• *•• ••• 

Nottingham^Wn, Gailey, ho. 10s ; Mr. G. J. Soalee, hm. 

£2 2s ; Mrs. G. J. Scales, hm. £2 2s ... 
SahfiTOfill 2nd ••• ••• •>■ ••• ■•• 

lAaon — ^Mr. J. Cox, lOs for the Old Men ; Mr. G. Tearle» 

QlutO, lUS •«. ■•• *•• ••* ... ••• 

Chiteshead—lKx, Charlton, 10s ; Mr. S. Southern, hm. £1 ; 

Mr. Councillor Wood, 5s ... ... ... ••• 

Bradford — Mr. S. Hawking, hm, £1 Is ; Mr. H. Kershaw, 

hm. £1 Is; Mr. Watson Lister, hm. £1 Is; Eev. G. S. 

Bowe, hm. £1 Is; Mr, J. Thompson, hm. £1 Is 
Birmingham 2nd-^'Mx. G. Lewis, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. D. 

Southall, he. 12s ... ... ••• ... ... 

Bbughton-lO'Spring ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Holyfoobv •■• ••• .■• ••• ••• ••• 

Clechheaton ••• ••• ... *«• *•• ••• 

B%mZ6y .•• ... ••■ •■• ••• ••• 

jA-Vidusy ••• ••• ••• ••• .■• ••• 

Scarborough^^ir. S. Chester, he. 10s 6d ; Mr. E. Meggitt, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Whitehead, he. 10s 6d ... 
Midiomer Norton — Collected by Mr. Francis, 4s ; Mr. 

Harding, ho. 10s ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Burton- OTirTh'ent ••• ... ••• ••• ••• 

Towcester lit — ^Mr. J. Savage, hm. £1 Is 

Nbrthumpttyii 2nd ••• ••• ••« ••• •«• 

Bosjhcim \tt ••• ••• ••• ••• ... ••• 

Nemport (Mon.) — Mr. J. Cole, ho. lOs 8d ; Mr. H. Collier, 

hm. qly. 6s 3d; Mr. W. Edwards, hm. qly. 5s 3d 
Bemham Road ( Gateshead) ... 
Devizes — Mr. Moor, hm. £1 ... ... ••• •.. 

HoU—'Kt, B. Taylor, he. qly. 2s 6d 

Stochton-on'Tees 

Guernsey 

Congleton ... 

Hexham 2nd 

Bangor 

Wednesbury,». 

Thame 

TTan^o^ra— Collected by Mrs. Goulding, £1 lOs . 

£^e7idal ... 

Stourport 

Bridport ••. >>• ••• ••• ••• 

Barnstaple ••• ••• ... ••• ••• 

Colne—iSx, W.' Holmes, hm. £2 2s (per Mr. Milsom) 
Brighton — Mr. W. J. Smith, hm. £5 ... 
Towcester 2nd 
Chatteris 2nd ... ... .^ ^ 

Baventry ... ••• ••• ... .,. 

Wellington (Salop) ... 
TFi^^^— Mr. J. Early, hm. £1 Is 
St, Ives •«• ... ... 

Thomley ••• ••• ••• 

Kettering ... ... ••• ••• .«, ... 

Boncaster^-'Mx. J. Glarkson, 2s : Mrs. Dobson, 5s ; Mr. 

Isaac Marsden, hm. £1 ; Mr. J. Naylor, 2s 6d; Dr. Sykes, 

he. 108; Mr. J. Waller^ 28 6d; Profit on Magazines, 4s 6d 
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([AiksATd 2nd ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

JAneoln^Mr. Dnokering, hm. qly. 5b Sd ; CoanoiUor War- 
riser, hm. £1 la ; Mr. White, Ss ; Mr. B. Argyle, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. Cater, 6b ; Goanoillor Bainbridge, ho. IOb ; 
Mr. Pickering, 2b 6d ... ••• ... .«• 

MOTTMZnt ... ••• ••• ••• ••• •.• 

Southoivnpton ... ... ... >•• ... 

Iptwieh — G.S.S., hm. £1 ... ... ... «.. 

8t, Oolumlh^MT, W. M. Oardell, ho. lOs 6d ; Mr. J. P. Dnn- 

BtaQ, he. 10b 6d ; Mr. W. Geake, ho. lOs 6d ; Mr. W. J. 

Hawke, he. lOa 6d; Mr. J. Hendy, ho. lOs 6d ; Mr. 0. E. 

Northy, ho. IOb 6d ; Mr. F. E. BouBe, ho. 10s 6d 
SuMiaon ... ••• ... ... ••• ••• 

sxtltS ... ••• ••• ... ... ••• 

W\u/HC8 ••> ••■ ••• ... ••• ... 

XOffMOOrtn ••• ... .*. m*» ••• ••* 

Bereford-^i&x, J, Lea, hm. £1 .•• •.• ... 

j/OiWldy •«• ••• ••• ••• ... ... 

FiufiUifighAii^ ••• ... ••• ... ... 

^vUfuon ••• ... ... ... ... ... 

Bretekley^-Bto, Barrett, Penny Preaching, £1 1b 9d ; Mr. 
McKay, hm. qly. 6b 3d ... ... ... m. 

Penzanee—'Mi. G. Barolay, ho. IOb ; Mr. J. C. Clarke, hm. 
£1 Is; Mr. J. Langdon, 2b 6d ; Mr. A. H. Mitohell, ho. 
lOs; Mr. B. B. YiotOT, 6b ... 

SpUeUfieldi—Mx. J. AkerB, ho. 10b 6d; Mr. C. Gktpp, 2b 6d; 
Mr. M. laell, 28 ; Mr. B. Logan, ho. 10b ; Mr. E. S. 
Snell, hm. £1 Is ..* ... .-• ... ... 

Birmingham 1*/— Mr. W. F. Green, hm. £1 1b; Mr. W. E. 
Whitehonse, ho. 10b ... 

Skeffield'^^T. P. BirkB, hm. £1 1b; MrB. P. P. BirkB, hm. 
£1 1b; Mr. G. Cowlishaw, 2b 6d ; Mr. G. H. Foster, hm. 
£1 1b; Mr. Charles €k)odin8on, hm. £1 1b; Mr. J. Gre- 
gory, 12b; Mr. J. Lamb, 12b; Mr. J. Lookwood, 12b ; Mr. 
W. Loxley. ho. lOs 6d; Mr. G. Monlaon, Sb; Chapel 
Golleotion at Philadelphia, £1 17b 6d; Mr. A. PzieBtley, 
2 qrs. 6b; Mr. T. Stooks, hm. £1 



••• 



••• 



Lanneeston^Mr, J. Dingley, hm. qly.7B6d; Mr. E. Pethy. 

bridge, hm. qly. 78 6d ... ... ... ... 

^nie—Ur. B. Mitohell, 2b 6d ; Mtb. M. Padfield, hm. 

£1 1b ; Mrs. P<^e, hm. £1 Ib 
Dwutable — Bev. T. G. Lockhart, hm. £1 Is ••• 

Ovm ^OnCS ... ... ••• ••• .*• m»% 

Shepton Mallett—HLr, Hawkins, 5b ; Mr. B. Padfield, 5b ... 
^A^emeM—FriendB at Qaeenborongh, £l Os 4d ; Colleoted 

by Mrs, Smith, 5b 6d 
X^6<2f— MrB. C. Carr, hm. £1 1b ; Mr. C. AtkinBon, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. W. Edwards, hm. £1 Ib; Mr. T. Fentiman, 

5b ; Miss Greaves, 5b... 
VttoxeUtr ••• ••. ••• 

Leigh (Ltmo,) ••• ••• 

Camel^ord ... 

-aUton m— ... ••• 

Sayls .,. ... 

Pretton (Lane.) , ... 
Mansfield ... ••• ••• 

Blyth — ^Mr. James Lamb, hm. £1 

PateUy Bridge—Mr. P. Eskholme, qly. 28 6d ... 

Bh/naford ... ... •«• ... .,. ... 

Manchetter-'Hb:. E. Atkin, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. B. B. Brierley, 
hm. £1 iB ; Mr. T. Briggs, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Dawes, ho. 
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IDs ; Mrs. Gamble, 5s ; Mr. W. Gibson, bo. IDs; Bro. T. 

Hftllam, bm. qly. 5b 3d; Mr. B. Jobnson, bm. (Cbisle- 

bnrst), £1 Is ; Mr. J. Napier, bm. £1 Is ; Mr. Pugb, 

28 6d; Messrs. Robinson and Sons, 5b ; Mr. A. s Boss, 

bm. £1 Is ; Mr. 0. Slater, bm. £1 Is... 
Office: President's Idst—lieBa expenses at Great Marlow, 

4s. See President's Letter ... 
jLfOvef .*• ••• ••* ••• *■■ ••• 

Cross Mils — ^Mr. G. Curtis, bm. £1 Is; Mr. Mazobbank, 

bm. jEI Is ; Mr. Myers, bm. £1 Is ... 
jauU—M-T. H. BriggB, interest of £1000, £50 ... 
tJovenxTy ..• •.. ••• ••• •.• ••• 

Soohsster ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 

Shvistook ' •• ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 

Jtfificorn ••• ••• ••• ••■ ••• ... 

^%^or^' Collected by Bro. Fleet, 5b ... 

Stourbridffd ... ••• ••• •.. ••• «•. 

JBigh Wycombe ... ••• ... ••• 

Newport PagneU ... ••• •.. ... 

Melksham — Mr. Tbos. Dyke, Ss 

Fbversham — Mr. T. S. Berry, 3s; Mr. J. Carter, qly, 6b 3d; 

Mr. B. T. Clay, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. Croncber, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. 

Bay, 58; Mr. B. S. Dunn, qly. 5s 3d; Mr. A. Humpbreys, 

qly. 5s 8d ; Mr. G. Jobnson, qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. B. Lanoe- 

field, 5s ; Mr. G. Militate, bo. lOs ; Mr. D. Newing, ho. 

lOs ; Mr. G. Moore, 2s 6d; Mr. ft. Skinner, 2s 6d; Mrs. 

Swan, 5s ; Mr. J. Yidean, bm. £1 1b ; Mr. J. "Wildisb, 

qly. OS «jCL... ... ... ... ... a*. 

Ji£onw4futh '... ... ... ••• ... ... 

JDeptford and Woolnnch — Mr. A. Coldwell, 2s ; Mrs. Bose- 

wajLi, OS ... ... ... ... •■• •«. 

Northampton 1st — ^Mr. T. Hitt, bm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Wisdom, 

nm. Xix ... ... ... ... ... ..• 

Bradwell^Mi, J. B. Cocker, bm. £1 ... 

Huntingdon — Tbank-offering of an aged Brotber on bis 

birtbday, 10s; A Cbristian Sister, 10s 
South/tvark and Lamheth^TAx^. Hey, bm. £1 Is; Mr. J. 

Jarvis. bm. (Slough) £1 Is (per Mr. Plant) ; Mr, Plant, 

for the Old Men, IDs ; Bey. L. Tyerman, bm. £1 Is ; Mr. 

T. Lee, for the Christmas bounty, £2 2s 
Bristol— J, T., 8s for the Poor Old Hundred (per Bro. 

Maynard); Mrs. Sarginson, 6s 
Cfreat Queen Street— Mr, C. P. £. Green, be. 10s 6d; Mr. 

J. Nickinson, bm. £1 Is 
Sinde Street— M.r, and Mrs. Bowles, qly. 2s ; Mrs. Cam- 
field, bo. 10b; Mr. J. H. Chance, bm. £1 ; Mr. James 

Bavies, bm. £1 Is ; Mr.' John Davies, bm. £1 Is; Mr. 

W. T. Eastman, bm. £1 Is; Mr. and Mrs. Elliott, bm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. T. Gullick, bm. £l; Mr. W. Johnson, bm. 

£2 2s; Mr. J. Langsford, bm. £1 Is; Mrs. Maisey, 58; Mr. 

H. T. Nortbcroft. bm. £1 Is; Bev. W. M. Punsbon, 

LLD., bm. £2 2s ; Mr. E. Bicbardson, bm. £1 Is; Mrs. 

Biobardson, be. lOs 6d : Mr. Welboum, qly. Is 
Chelsea— Mi, J. Panther, bm. £1 Is; Westmoreland Street 

Offertory, £2 ... ... ... .,. ,«, 

Croydon— Ritheito, lOs 6d; T. Ci, Ss 6d 
Cawston ... ••■ ... ... ••• 

Office List—The Bight Hon. the Lord Mayor, £5 ; Mr. W. 

Soantlebury, bm; 2 years, £2 2s ; Mr. G. l^dmarsb, bm. 

£1 IB 
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THE WESLEYAN METHODIST LOCAL PREACHERS* 

MUTUAL-AH) ASSOCIATION. 

Chaptbb III. — ^Thb London Gbnbral Mbbting. 1849. 

(Continued,) 

Ws now enter apon another part of the proceedings, which we may 
designate the guarding of the rights of members. It will be in the recol* 
lection of some of the brethren that the foundation of our Association was 
laid, and the walls erected, in troublous times. 

By the tenth resolution, therefore, it was determined : '< That in case 
any member of this Association shall cease to be a Local Preacher of the 
WesUyan Methodist Societyy from any cause whatever, but shall desire to 
continue a member of ihis AssodatioVy it shall be lawful for the local 
brethren who are members of this Associationy in the circuit in which he 
resides^ to inquire into the circumstances of the case, and in their discretion 
to declare that such person, although no longer a Local Preacher, shall 
still continue a member of this Association, and be entitled to all the 
benefits of such membership, subject to ths annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation J* 

The moving of this resolution led to a very spirited discussion, in 
which a number of the brethren took part. As originally proposed, it 
dififered a little from the form in which it ultimately appeared. The 
discussion touched yery frequently on the agitation in the Connexion. 
But the brethren, on the whole, conducted themselves in a most dignified 
and Christian manner, so that even if any of England's legislators had 
been there, they migtit have learnt Christian courtesy from the conduct 
of these plain men. 

II. — That if any member of this Association shall be duly expelled 
from the Methodist Society for immorality, or shall, in the judgment of 
the Committee, be guilty of immorality, he shall also be expelled from 
this Association, and shall not, from thenceforth, be entitled to receive 
any benefit from the funds of the Association. Provided, nevertheless, 
that it shall be lawful for the General Committee, if they shall see fit, in 
case of poverty or distress, to return the amount of money which shall 
have been paid by such member, without interest, deducting therefrom 
any payments which shall have been made to such member before such 
exclusion or retirement. 

This resolution was carried with little discussion. The next resolu- 
tion on the paper was struck out as having been rendered unnecessary 
through a little alteration in a previous resolution. 

The 12th and the five following resolutions declared that any persons 
not Local Preachers subscribing 21s. annually, should be hon. members. 
They gave the Committee power to elect a paid Secretary, regulating the 
money he should hold in his hands, directed the Treasurer when to invest 
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the money he might hold, empowered the Committee to draw np ft code 
of mles to be sabmitted to the next annnal meeting, gave the annual 
meeting from time to time power to alter or abrogate existing roles. 
These regulations passed without much discussion. 

The Officers of the Association were to be a President, Treasurer, and 
Hon. Secretary. Now the question came up, Who should be the Presi- 
dent ? The brother who had been the first moTcr in calling the Associa- 
tion into existence was proposed as the first President ; but he, with 
becoming modesty, firmly and decidedly declined to occupy that important 
post. The brother who had occupied the chair oyer the meeting was 
then proposed. There was only one brother who openly demurred to 
this appointment; and although there was not one in that meeting with 
a more honest purpose and a truer heart than this brother, yet, somehow 
or other, he was generally a planet in opposition, and certainly on this 
occasion his reasons were very poor. Howeyer, the proposition was put, 
and according to the report now before me, '* The meeting was called 
upon to signify their approyal by standing up ; the whole audience rose 
simultaneously, and the brother was elected President amid loud and long- 
continued cheering*" There was one brother, at any rate, besides the 
brother aboye, who did not stand up, or join in the " loud and long^con- 
tinned cheering" The office of Treasurer was conferred on Brother Wild, 
who, from the first, brought honour to the office ; and who proyed to the 
day of his death one of the most bountiful if not the greatest of the 
benefactors the Association has had. The post of Hon. Secretary was 
assigned to a brother well qualified to fill it. A Committee of thirty was 
elected. President, Treasurer, and Secretary are now gone, but two of 
this original thirty haye still their names on the Committee, and one is as 
zealous and deyoted as eyer. 

Three other resolutions were passed, but it is not necessary to notice 
them. The first aggregate meeting was brought to a close by singing 
the doxology. Most of the brethren went after tea to City Boad Chapel, 
where they celebrated the Lord's Supper together. This seryice was a 
yery fitting close to the business meeting just held. And it speaks much 
for the religious life of the brethren, that this solemn seryice has been 
obseryed from year to year to the present time. 

The conductors of this Magazine might do much worse than reprint 
Dr. Melson*s sermon, preached before the brethren at Great Queen Street 
Chapel, on Wednesday, October 3rd, 1849. It appeared with the report 
of the proceedings ; and it is indeed a masterly exposition of the text, 
John xyi. 8-11, on the promise and work of the Holy Spirit. 

Chaptsb IY. — The Bibhinoham Meeting. 1850. 

The Association haying been started, yarious were the opinions as to its 
probable success. Some prophets of eyil predicted its speedy over- 
throw, and said '< it could not stand." Howeyer, it did stand, and is 
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standing i^ the present day, a monument of what can be done if men in a 
right spirit and on right principles help one another. 

The colnmns of the paper which had countenanced the Association from 
the firsts were still open ; and letters in its favour appeared from time to 
time. One on October 22nd, from Hull, suggested that the Association 
should be open to all the sections of Methodism ; and the writer calculates 
that 10,000 might be got to join its membership. 

Some writers doubted the right of Local Preachers to meet together 
and constitute a society which had not received the formal sanction of 
Conference. This brought from Bury a vindication of the right to meet 
under the sanction and protection of the laws of our country ; and that 
no authority, political or ecclesiastical, could override .that right. To 
give it up would be to surrender our privileges as Englishmen. 

While there were doubters in Methodism as to whereunto this thing 
would grow, a communication appeared on October 29th, from one of the 
oldest travelling preachers in the Connexion, highly approving of the 
Association. Letters of approval continued to appear. Public meetings 
on its behalf were held in different parts of the country. At one which 
was held in London, a gentleman was present who qualified as a life 
member by subscribing £10. At another, held also in London, the vene- 
rable Bev. B. Beece sent 10s. as an expression of his goodwill to the 
Association. 

On September 23rd, 1850, it was announced in the paper that the 
Second Aggregate Meeting would be held at Birmingham. The friends 
there were all alive to the honour, as well as the labour, of entertaining 
the delegates. And right royally were they entertained by the Midland 
metropolis ! About 130 brethren assembled on October 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th, 1850. Isaac English, of Deptford, was elected President. 

The First Year's Eeport was given in at this meeting. Among other 
things it states : *< To save expense the Committee from month to 
month had met at each other's houses." This practice has continued to 
the present day ; and although the Association has now offices in which 
the Committee could meet, and several attempts have been made to 
restrict the Committee to them, they have all failed. The brethren 
declare that going to take tea at each other's houses keeps up the social 
character of the gathering, which would be entirely lost if the Committee 
Meeting was confined to the office. 

The Beport states that the Committee's attention had been taken up in 
preparing rules on the basis laid down at the London meeting ; that 
these rules had been prepared, and proofs sent to the various branches ; 
and that it would be the business of this meeting to confirm, or otherwise, 
the rules which had been prepared. 

The rules were gone through seriatim, but as they had been well con- 
sidered in Committee, the alterations were not of much importance. The 
Oommittee was to be extended to fifty members. It was also resolved 

F 2 
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that there shonld be no relief except where a branch was formed. A 
aingnlar fact came ont on this point. There was no branch formed at 
Manchester, there being in that large place only one brother who had 
joined the Association. What does Manchester of the present day think 
of that ? Since that time the largest legacy to the Association has been 
from a Manchester man. 

The report intimates the necessity of publishing a Magazine. This 
subject took shape in the general meeting, and it was resolred to publish 
a Magazine withont drawing on the funds of the Association. Subscrip- 
tions were to be sought, and in the meantime a loan of £200 was to be 
obtained so as to form a capital to work it with. An editor was then and 
there appointed, and the report says : '' He was elected to the office by 
acclamation." The report further says : ** That his portrait be engraved 
to griice the new Magazine." Some of us smiled when we read this 
twenty-eight years ago. But the portrait of the first editor has not yet 
appeared to gr<ice the Magazine ! 

A public meeting was held. Sir John Badcliffe took the chair, 
becoming an honorary member, which position he occupied till his death* 
Dr. Melson preached before the brethren a sermon occupying two hours 
and a half. It was to be published ; but whether it appeared or not we 
have not heard. Dr. Dixon also preached to them, and the Lord's 
Supper was celebrated. The meeting at Birmingham closed in the right 
way by the brethren << remembering their dying Lord." 

ISAAC ENGLISH, 

Prbsidekt of the Assooiation, 1850. 

Isaac English, having by a course of honest industry realised a com- 
petency, in 1845 retired from business, resolved for the remainder of his 
life to spend his time and use his talents for the benefit of his fellow-men* 

Being himself a Local Preacher, he very properly felt a deep interest 
in that order of men. In 1849, when the first steps were taken which 
issued in the establishment of '* The Local Preachera' Mutual-Aid Auo^ 
ciaHonf** he threw himself heart and soul into that movement. 

It was, I think, at the -first meeting which was called in London, as 
already narrated, that I first became acquainted with our friend. His 
experience, sound common sense, indomitable zeal, and overflowing bene- 
Tolence, brought him to the front at the first. All through the prelimi- 
nary stages he was present to advise and assist. His overflowing 
benevolence sometimes led him to step, as some of us thought, beyond 
the bounds of prudence. When the subject of annuities came up I sug- 
gested 48. a week. He turned sharply round to me, and said, '' What I 
make paupers of your brethren." Subsequent discussion showed to our 
ardent friend that that amount was not so contemptible a sum as he at 
first regarded it. 
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At that first meeting, at Hart's Temperance Hotel, Brother Isaac was 
• elected as one of the London deputation to meet a larger representatiye 
meeting to be held in Birmingham pre?ioas to the great gathering in 
London the next October ; and we remember well the enlogium passed 
on him for the services he then rendered and the spirit in which they 
were performed. 

Passing oyer the great London meeting, we follow our friend the next 
year to Birmingham, to the second aggregate meeting, where by common 
consent he was elected President. The duties of this ofBce he fulfilled to 
the entire satisfaction of his brethren* 

Not only during his year of office was Brother Isaac trayelling in all 
•directions, but up to the time of his death. From the east to the distant 
west, from the north to the south, he might be found wherever he could 
form a branch or stimulate his brethren, regardless of toil and expense, 
for he paid his own expenses. We are happy to know that this spirit of 
self-sacrifice on the part of our Presidents has not died out, but animates 
the present one of 1880 as fully as it did the former one of 1850. 

The Magazine from the first has certainly beeh a useful arm of the 
service, yet has had connected with it a great deal of trouble, and more 
expense. Isaac had come up to London to attend a committee meeting, 
and he and I had been deputed to see the editor and ascertain if something 
could not be done to promote the circulation and lessen the expense. 
While in the office he was seized with a violent attack of illness ; we 
hastened to a coffee-house to get something warm, which gave a partial 
relief, but he hastened home, and in a week he was called up higher : his 
life's work was done, and his last efforts were put forth on behalf of 
<< THAT Association " which he had served from the first with unabated 
«eal and fervour. 

Isaac English, the second President of the Association, was the first to 
lay aside his earthly honours for the heavenly. He was a fine specimen 
of what a Local Preacher should be. No nonsense about him. All was 
jsincere and honest. His pulpit services were deservedly acceptable, and 
his sermons were the result of careful thought. A specimen will be 
found in our first volume, page 449, preached before the members of the 
Local Preachers' Association, at Sheffield, on Monday morning, October 
'6th, 1851. Take him altogether., he was a fine fellow. Many of the 
thirty who have followed him in the presidency may have equalled him^ 
bat few have excelled him as a man, a Christian, a preacher, and a tem- 
perance advocate. He was born August 31st, 1794, a.nd died November 
^3rd, 1855, aged sixty-one years, having been a Local Preacher upwards 
of thirty years. A lengthened memoir of him may be seen in the volume 
oi « The Local Preachers* Magazine," 1856. 
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GOOD WOMEN OF SCRIPTURE MISUNDERSTOOD AND 

MISJUDGED. 

No. II. — The Woman of Samaria. 

Saint John, in the fonrth chapter of his Gospel, tells ns abont this 
woman ; and all that he relates is in her favour. Oar Lord, in His con- 
versation with her, ntters no word of reproof — does not even bid her go 
and sin no more. Tet most commentators and preachers appear to take 
delight in casting reflections upon her moral character, and sneering at 
her religion. 

There are, however, honourable exceptions. Bishop Pearce speaks np 
for her, like a man in whom that spirit of charity dwells which ** thinketh 
no evil;" and Dr. Adam Clarke approves his testimony. Oar Lord*s 
words in verse 18 should be translated, says the Bishop, thus: ** There 
is no husband whom thou now hcLSt;^' or, less literally, ^^Thou hast no^ 
husband now ;" the meaning being, Thou art contracted to another, but 
not yet brought home ; therefore, he is not yet thy husband. With this 
explanation, all the theories of the unjust judges who condemn this good 
woman melt into air ; and all that we can gather from this fourth chapter 
of John shows her to have been a thoughtful and devout woman, bat one 
who had met with a sad lot in social life, and who had been the victim of 
those hard-hearted followers of Moses who held that it was right for a 
man to put away his wife for any cause. 

The social customs of that age and race were very different from ours. 
Parents betrothed their children to one another in infancy. A brother 
dying without issue, his brother had to take the widow to wife, to raise 
np seed to his brother ; while the law of divorce, permitted by Moses for 
the hardness of his peiOple's hearts, pressed hardly on the wife, and tended 
to make the husband a social tyrant. 

Josephus, the Jewish historian, writes of himself: <' About this time 
I put away my wife, who had borne me three children, not being pleased 
with her manners." Yet he who could* write with such coolness and 
indifference passed for a just man, and was held in high esteem. 

In that age, and in the province of Samaria — the middle of the Holy 
Land — this woman lived ; and it needs no great stretch of imagination to 
•ketch out her probable history. 

Let us think of a baby girl bom into a family which daimed descents 
Unbroken, from Jacob, Isaac, and Abraham. This family worships, on 
Mount Gerizim, the Gk>d of their fathers ; and its members ure looking 
for the Messiah shortly-— a prophet like unto Moses. The father has a 
friend and neighbour whom he loves, and who has several sons ; and the 
fathers agree to betrothe the pretty little girl^ as soon as she can walk, to 
the eldest of the sons of the friend. The betrothment was solemnly 
made ; but before a year was out the boy-husband died. Hereupoa the 
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fiftthers made a second betrothment of the girl to the second son ; but in 
a short space of time he died also. Again a betrothment was made of 
the girl to the third son ; but before they came together, jnst as he was 
entering his teens, he died. This threefold fatality so told upon the friend 
that he refused to allow his fourth son to be contracted to the thrice- 
unfortunate child-widow. 6h)S8ips began to talk about the melancholy 
fate which surrounded her, and she herself felt how hardly the Almighty 
was dealing with her. Beligious duties and pious thoughts, howeyer, 
preserved her from despondency ; and about this time she heard rumours 
of a bom Saviour, whom Herod had vainly tried to kill in Bethlehem, and 
whom some pious people in the Temple at Jerusalem had identified as the 
true Messiah. ^ 

She would have liked to go to Jerusalem to worship, and to inquire 
about this fact ; but her parents and friends were bigoted adherents to 
the sect of the Samaritans whose temple was on Mount Gerizim. 

So her life went on, till, won by her opening beauty, a young Samaritan 
demanded and obtained her hand in marriage. No record is left of her 
married life. She was religious ; her husband was not. She looked for 
the Messiah ; he did not believe in His advent. No children were bom 
to bind them together ; so one day the husband gave her a bill of divorce- 
ment, and sent her away. She fled to Jerusalem, thinking to hide her 
grief and shame among strangers, and determined to inquire concerning 
the promised Messiah. A Pharisee noticed this worshipper, so constantly 
praying in the Court of the Women at the Temple ; he made acquaintance 
with her, and eventually married her. She may have hoped that this 
husband would help her in her search after Christ ; but broad phylacteries^ 
snd long prayers, and scrupulously-paid tithes of mint and rue, anise 
and cummin, are not always aids in this search ; and so she found, to her 
sorrow. The Pharisee, as years went by, refused to talk aboat the Star 
of Bethlehem, the murder of the innocents, or the presentation in the 
Temple. And when John the Baptist began to preach, and to baptize 
converts in the River Jordan, she made such efforts to go and hear him 
for herself, that her husband sliut her up, at first a close prisoner, and at 
last he also gave her a bill of divorcement, and sent her away. 

Back she went to Sychar, with a broken heart, distrustful of man, and 
h&nng but little hope in the mercy of God. But one of the principal 
men in the city, who knew her history, and felt sympathy in her suflfer-. 
mgs, and in her hopes of Messiah, had sought her hand, and some form 
of betrothment had passed between them, but the actual marriage was 
deferred for a. time. 

Thinking on the sad events of her past life, she took her water-pitoher 
^d went alone to draw water at Jacob's Well, some little distance from 
the city of Sychar. There she saw, seated beside the well, a weary 
traveller, evidently a man of sorrows, but with such a look of benign 
pity upon his countenance that she was emboldened to look again, and 
note that he was a Jew. 
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^* Giye me to drink/' said the stranger. Willingly, said the heart of 
the woman ; bat the tongue said, " How is it that thou, being a Jew, 
askest drink of me, a woman of Samaria ? " 

Doubtless the pitcher was let down, and the traveller's thirst was 
assuaged. Our Lord knew the religious tone of her secret though ts^ and 
told her if she had known Him she would have asked of Him living water 
— a blessing that should be like '' a well of water springing up into ever- 
lasting life." She did not fully comprehend this figure of speech ; but 
she asked for her share of such a blessing as well as she knew how. Oar 
Lord then told her that He knew all about the sad events of her life, 
which convinced her that He was a prophet, and could at once settle some 
religious questions which had plagued her life ; so she asked where was 
the best place to worship God. On being answered, she expressed her 
faith in the coming Messiah, on which Jesus said, *' I that speak unto 
THEE AM He." Then came the disciples to their Lord ; and, leaving her 
water-pot, away went the woman into the city, crying, <* Come, see a man 
which told me all things that ever I did : is not this the Christ ? " 
Moved by her earnest words, away went the people of the city to see 
Jesus at Jacob's Well. 

'< And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on Him for the 
saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did : so 
when they were come unto Him, they besought Him that He would tarry 
with them ; and He abode there two days. And many more believed, 
because of His own word ; and said unto the woman, Now we believe, not 
because of thy saying : for we have heard Him ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world." 

Nothing more is written about this good woman. Doubtless the rest 
of her life was more happy than the past had been — most likely one of 
the first to believe was he who was at once her husband, and not her 
husband. In his house I trust this wounded heart found at last all the 
blessings of a loving home, and that, with him, she worshipped God in 
spirit and in trath, until they were both called home by the angel Gabriel, 
to see God face to face. T. 0. 



THE PAST, PKESENT, AND FUTURE. 

BY GEORGE SIMS. 

We have heard much during the past year of the Centenary of Sabbath 
schools. Leaving that theme, let us inquire what has been the progress 
of the world in general during the last hundred years. Looking baek, 
we are struck with wonder. If we look at the world of science^ the 
advance has been marvellous. The mysteries of life and death may be 
said to have been laid open ; the action of the heart is more generally 
understood than it was in former times ; the circulation of the bloody 
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Hliongh not unknown to Jewish writers of antiqaitj, is more commonly 
^known dow ; and sargical operations are described and performed in a 
way utterly unknown a hundred years ago. 

The world of science has also made known to us the properties of gases, 
which, through previous ages, unsuspected, played their indispensable part 
in the processes of nature. Here, too, are opened the pages of the past, not 
only by means of historical and geographical research, recalling, as it were, 
the nations of the dead, and causing them to pass before us, almost with 
the yividness of actual life — but, by the aid of science, revealing the rela- 
tive ages of the mountains and valleys, reconstructing before us the 
different beings which have at different epochs lived upon the globe. 
Science also has arranged into beautiful families all vegetable and 
animal forms, discovered unity in the variety of the universe, and har- 
mony in its discords. It has made imponderable elements the most 
.powerful agents. Light has become the great artist. Electricity is at 
once the great chemist, decomposing what we had supposed the most 
simple substances, and the great printer, moving his types with wiry 
arms which stretch across continents and oceans, and nearly around the 
world, making it an almost universal whispering gallery. Heat or 
steam is the great power which turns wheels and spindles, moves ham- 
mers and planes, propels ships through the waves, and ploughs its path 
t)f fire through the forest. 

' The past has been a century of speculative progress; of congresses 
and parliaments ; of conferences and conventions — even world conven-* 
tions and world exhibitions ; a century of high and daring action ; of 
mighty revolutions in various parts of the world ; of breaking up and 
reconstructing, often amidst the shock of gigantic armies. Qreat political 
>changes also have occurred, both in our own country and others. 

It has been a century of educational progress. It has given birth at 
^ome and abroad to free schools, popular lectures, and cheap literature. 
It has brought knowledge down from the high places of society, and 
spread it over the plains. It has been a century of commercial pro- 
gress. The Briton, the Frenchman, and the German are found in nearly 
all the colonies of Asia, Africa, Australia, and New Zealand. Com- 
ntierce whitens all seas, navigates nearly all rivers, ascends all accessible 
^heights, and stands with ledger, eyeglass, and compass on many moun- 
tains. The British and French mails make regular trips to America, 
Bombay, Ceylon, Calcutta, Singapore, Hong Kung, and along the coast 
of China, calling at all the principal cities. The telegraph traverses 
India, and reaches to the very ends of the earth. The steam whistle is 
heard throughout the plains of the Ganges, on the banks of the Nile, 
amidst the groves of Smyrna, the solitudes of Ephesus, and in all other 
lands. Commerce proclaims itself everywhere. 

It has been a century of pecuniary progress. Never before, within a 
jsimilar period, have human powers been put forth upon such a scale, 
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with snch anziliaries, and with such results. The application of science 
to the arts by means of innumerable inventions has greatly enlarged the* 
faculties of man, and increased his artificial wants ; whilst the abundant 
rewards of labour hare intensely stimulated them. Such is the wealth 
of the Christian world that it is computed by figures like those in which 
we measure the distance of the stars ; and a late Chancellor of our own 
Exchequer said he beliered the whole of the National Debt could be paid 
off during the lifetime of persons then Hying. 

It has been a century of professional progress, especially in the legal 
profession. Constitutions have been remodelled, wrongs hare been 
clearly defined, and rights more fully secured ; laws haye been codified, 
and law practice in many cases has been simplified. In the healing art, 
too, such progress has been made that almost eyery operation can be 
performed without pain. 

It has been a century of moral progress; Societies for the removal of 
slavery, the suppression of the slave trade, the arrest of intemperance, 
the improvement of prison discipline, the more certain and yet mild 
administration of justice, the amelioration of war, and the spread of the- 
principles of peace, have all sprung up within the period indicated. Nor 
have they been in vain. The declaring of the slave trade to be piracy, 
and the arming of the navies of the world to drive it from the seas ; the 
abolition of slavery in our own colonies'; the liberation of four millions of 
slaves in the United States at a cost not only of a vast amount of money» 
but of four hundred and fifty thousand lives, and five hundred thousand 
limbs of living cripples ; the emancipation of twenty-two millions of Rus- 
sian serfs at the risk of the Imperial Throne, show the growing strength of 
moral principle, and prove that neither Cotton nor Com, but Conscience, 
is King I Nor have the moral triumphs of the past been confined to the 
more civilised parts of the world. Turkey and Egypt have abolished 
slavery and the slave trade. India, under British rule, has rendered 
illegal both infanticide and slavery. China and Japan have opened their 
gates to the world, and nearly all nations are accessible to the truth. 

The past has been a season of religious progress. Religious liberty 
exists nearly all through the civilised world, and is rapidly spreading 
throughout the uncivilised world, in many parts of which it is already 
acknowledged. Let us think of the success of the various missionary 
societies. Missions have been established in many parts of Europe ; in 
Turkey, India, Ceylon, Burmah, Siam, China, Egypt, Abyssinia, Western 
Africa, Southern Africa, Eastern Africa, and the African Islands ; the 
West Indies, North and South America, Polynesia, Australia, New 
Zealand, &c., in nearly all of which countries we have our own mis- 
sionaries who are successfully labouring to extend the kingdom of Ohnst. 
A few years ago there were not 50,000 heathen converts under the 
care of Protestant missionaries ; to-day there are not fewer than 2,000,000. 
<There were not fifty translations of the Bible, and not more thaa 
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5,000,000 copies in circnlation ; to-day the Bible is read, at least in its 
principal parts, in about 250 languages and dialects, and at least 
150,000,000 copies are believed to be in circulation. 

The past has been a season of spiritual progress. With the intellec- 
tual freedom asserted by Luther, Europe became more powerful and pro- 
gpressive. Bursting away from Papal bulls, and the despotism of the 
nnirersities, it went forth to a freer range in speculative thought, legis- 
lation, and philosophy, and soon foand the key to physical and mental 
science. True, in the exercise of its emancipated powers, it fell into 
infidelity and irreligion. Scepticism, beginning on the continent, rapidly 
spread to England, where it took root among the aristocracy, tainted the 
Church, and demoralised the masses. But Methodism arose, recalled 
man to Christ, rekindled the religious life, and gave a new impulse to- 
religious exertion. Its great principles of the universality of the atone- 
ment, and the responsibility and salvability of all mankind, gave a new 
and enlarged motive both to home evangelisation and missionary opera- 
tions. It started a great missionary movement under Dr. Goke, one- 
hundred years ago, and prompted the formation of three great missionary 
organizations — ^the Wesleyan, the London, and the Church— rwhile it gave^ 
a new impetus to all others. It sustained, if it did not actually originate,., 
the Babbath school. It taught Zion to ascend from the little circle of 
Christendom and look upon the world as her parish. 

From the past and the present let us look to the future. There is no 
setting limits to discovery and invention, or the achievem ents of an en- 
lightened world. And how rapidly is mankind becom ing enlightened ! 
Let but China, India, and Japan become eqaal to our own country in 
enli^^htenment, and who shall calculate the force of thought, the brilliancy 
of discovery, the wonders of invention, the triumphs of art, or the en- 
rapturing products of genius that shall follow ? Events in the past 6eem> 
to indicate the dethronement of the Turk and of the Pope ; and conse- 
quent upon their dethronement, the downfall of Islamism and the Papacy. 
If nations should settle their disputes without having recourse to arms ; 
if the divisive conflicts of Zion should cease, and harmony and co- 
operation be secured by a union on the fundamental truths of Scripture ; 
if new beauties, unsuspected harmonies, and undisputed proofs be thrown 
over the sacred Word by the progress of antiquarian research, will it be 
anything more than we have a right to expect ? 

Nor can we set limits to the wealth of the future. When lands are^ 
cultivated by scientific hands, and waste places are reclaimed, and forests 
are subdued, and the mechanical forces of nature are brought by the 
most skilfal means into the service of man, then shall ^* the wilderness, 
become a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest." 

To-day we can almost shake hands with our neighbours on the other 
side of the earth. Shall the fires that are being kindled through and 
through the earth, warm and enlighten it, or burn it up in all-devouring 
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£ame ? Shall the stream of foreign travel and commerce which is begin- 
ning to flow through all nations, merely quicken avarice and lessen the 
honesty of the uncivilised masses, and confer the vices without the virtues 
of civilised countries ? or shall it refine, polish, purify, and Christianise 
them ? Shall the hundred millions of Mohammedans, spread oat from the 
gates of Gibraltar to the mouth of the Ganges, Uecome atheists, or shall 
they become Christians ? Shall the hundreds of millions of Pagans, ex- 
tending from the Gape of Good Hope, over Africa and Asia, become 
blasphemers or believers? This depends upon whether the Chnrch of 
of God shall continue and enlarge her missionary operations. 

The world can never be reformed by mere science. Substitute, if we 
will, materialism for Mohammedanism ; the triad of mortality, necessity, 
extinction, for £rahma, Vishnu, and Shiva ; a gospel with no God, no 
justice, no goodness, for the superstitions of the heathen : instead of going 
forward, there will be a going backward. Better all faiths than none. 
Indeed, if we would, we cannot banish faith. Everywhere, tind in all 
ages, in spite of the senses, the passions, and the sneers of false philoso- 
phers, men will believe, adore, and hope. Take away faith in God and 
■moral truth, and we remove the motive power of all the wheels of 
civilization. It is something higher than the senses, higher than matter 
and motion, that theorises and contrives ; and something above all mate- 
rial affinities that makes coin, or contracts, or congresses of any 
consequence, or indeed of any significance. If we destroy false religions, 
it will be only to give place to others no less false ; unless we satisfy the 
heart with the only living and true God, through our Lord Jesns Christ. 
This the Church will do, and, we believe, will continue doing, until it 
makes this world a paradise. 

Men tell us that oar anticipations are fanatical ; that ''since the fathers 
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning," and 
that so they will continue. Alas I must we always contemplate the past 
with dismay, and the future with despair ? Shall mankind ever mo7e h 
a zigzag path 7 Is Providence only the great year of Pagan fable re- 
peating itself? While all is order and beajuty in the material world, 
shall all be ever chaos in the higher regions of humanity 9 Have the 
prayers of ages gone forth into empty air ? Have the best expectations 
which devout souls have cherished, and which have lighted up their dying 
beds, been without foundation ? Shall the yellow grain from year to year 
fill the bosom of the reaper, and shall the green fields of the moral world 
bring no harvest to the angels 7 Shall the fluck of Gk)d never advance to 
the delectable mountains of grace, amid their green pastures, and beside 
the still waters, nnder the guidance of shepherds that live in. sight of the 
Celestial City 7 Shall the vision of prophecy for ever cheat the hopes of 
the world ? Shall religion prove a failure, the Church of God an abor- 
tion ? Shall the Son of God be disappointed, and the curtain of the 
world fall apon an unmeaning tragedy, and the attributes of the Almighty 



^ 



FAUILT TOUB IN DBVO|l AND OOBNWALL. 77 

and the agonies of the Redeemer be inadequate to restore the lost race ?' 
We say, No ! 

Around ns are untried resources of mind and matter. With the ex- 
perience of the past, we are advancing with sure and steady step on the 
line of fact ; new hopes, strengthened by every day^s obsenration of the 
world's advance through difficulties and disappointment; undeveloped 
energies in the Church, and hopes of her ultimate triumph, which nothing 
in the past can dim. The idols she has demolished, the different raceff 
and institutions which she has subordinated, prove the world-wide scope 
of her designs and capabilities. The Bi3d Sea of persecution and the 
Wilderness of error through which she has safely passed, prove that the 
pillar and cloud which guide her are Divine, and give the earnest of an 
entrance into the promised Oanaan. But she must go forth ** clear as 
the sun, fair as the moon, and terrible as an army with banners." Do 
we not see signs of improvement in an increased liberality, a higher intel- 
ligence, and fuller consecration to God ? Bibles are circulated by the 
million. Sabbath schools are established everywhere, missions increase, 
and united, evangelical, and enlightened Christian enterprises are every- 
where in operation.' 

There are difficulties, however, which have yet to be waded through. 
We may well ask, when we look at them, *^ Who is sufficient for these 
things ? " Let us hide in the Rock of Ages, that we may be strong in 
the infinite power, and calm in the infinite peace. Jesus is not only a 
Refuge, but a Brother and a Quide. Having trode with weary feet life's 
thorny pathway, He can sympathise with labourers ; having given His 
life for that of the world. He offers pardon and peace to all. Ascended 
to heaven, He presents Himself as our Great -High Priest ; and, sending 
down the Spirit, He shows us under the course of events the Father's heart, 
of love, teaches us the spiritual significance of all the events of life, and 
the Divine uses of all its trials and sorrows, enables us to go through them 
all patiently and faithfully ; prayerfully following Him whose own life is 
the illustration of them all. 

Let us hope on, labour on ; remembering the Word of the Lord cannot 
fail : " The kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever."* 
*^ Hallelujah ! the Lord God omnipotent reigneth ! " 



A BRIEF FAMILY TOUR IN DEVON AND CORNWALL, 

(Continued from page 47.) 

Sunday^ October 6th.— We had very heavy rain this morning. The 
people at our hotel rose so late that it was within a quarter of 9 o'clock 
before a warm cup of coffee was obtainable, and more than an hour later 
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before the cloth was laid for breakfast* We had an enjoyable meal, how- 
«Ter, when it was ready for us. 

Near Penzance is a place called Paul, having a charch of which the 
minister is the Bey. Bobert Aitken, brother of the popular reviyalist^ the 
Bey. W. H. Aitken. The latter sometimes yisits the place and preaches 
there; and on those occasions, we were informed, many carriages from 
far and near bring their companies of gentility to hear him ; great ex- 
citement being created. The resident brother preaches the Gospel 
faithfully, and does all the good he can in visiting and relieving the sick 
poor, spending both time and money, after the example of his Master, in 
going about doing good. So we were told. 

There is a beautiful Wesleyan chapel here, and substantial school 
buildings near it. Wishing to worship among our own people, we went 
thither. Being some minutes late — unavoidably so — the minister had 
commenced prayer ; and« we had to wait in the lobby until he had oon- 
duded.. When admitted, we were conducted to pews, and comfortably 
placed, two of us in one and two in another. The minister was suffering 
from a cold and consequent hoarseness ; but he delivered a sermon of 
original cast, in a rather scholarly style, based, analogically, on Isa. 
xl. 1, 2; " Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your Qod," &c. 
After giving an introduction relating to the vicissitudes in the history of 
Jerusalem and of God's ancient people, he applied the text to matters 
providential, and to the Gospel of Christ in its comforting provisions. 
We learnt that the preacher's name was Maidment, and that be was the 
third minister on the Penzance circuit. In May, 1880, a fail caused his 
death. 

. On passing out of the chapel into the lobby, to my great surprise, a 
:gentleman accosted me by name; and to my greater surprise still, there 
stood before me the honoured President of our Mutnal-!^d Association, 
Mr. Alderman Dowsing, of Hull, and his wife. They had been at Ilfra- 
combe, and had journeyed thence to Plymouth, whence they came hither 
on the preceding Friday. They were at the Land's End and the Logan 
Stone on the same day as we, Saturday, but went the contrary round from 
ours. They were housed at the Queen's Hotel, fronting the sea. He 
was not feeling well, having experienced more than a little agitation, con- 
sequent on a series of vexatious events. He said he must be at home on 
the next Thursday, so could not remain here long. 

Li the evening we again went to chapel. The service began at the old* 
fashioned hour of six. Almost every pew was filled, and the place was 
consequently hot» We were condncted, as in the morning, by two and 
two to pews. The preacher, whose name is Bichards, preached earnestly 
and faithfully, delivering a sermon suggested by the season, on Gal. vi* 
7, 8, ** Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
fioweth that shall he also reap," &e. 

Monday, Oclober 7th. — We had projected a trip to the Lizard for to- 
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day, bnt the weftther indications being unfayonrable, we did not carry it 
into effect. The sky was threatening and the wind yerj strong. The 
barometer, too, had fallen with rapidity to a low point. We condaded, 
therefore, to go, if practicable, to St. Michael's Mount. We walked 
down to the railway terminus, and took return tickets for Marazion 
station, for which we started by the 10 o'clock train. On alighting there 
we fonnd ourselves again unexpectedly in the presence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dowsing, of Hull, and a gentleman and lady of York, in whose company 
we had trayelled from Exeter to Plymouth, fallen in with afterwards in 
Mount Edgcumbe Park, and at the Land's End, and on Sunday morning 
at the chapel. They proved to be Wesleyans, and known to Mr. 
Dowsing. 

No sooner had we started from the station to walk to Marazion, than 
rain began to beat upon us, driven by a fierce wind, which increased in 
violence. After walking on and battling with it for some time, and 
sheltering as much as we could under a high bank and then a higher wall, 
we saw a ropewalk and shed on the other side of the left-band wall, into 
which at last we retreated, and sheltered from the fury of the blast, A 
man and boy were there, ready for work when the weather would permit. 
The man, indeed, was not letting the time slip away without industrial 
occupation. He was clearing Russian hemp from husk that remained in 
it, and which ought to have been removed by the growers. I got into 
conyersation with the boy, who was a little beyond fifteen years of age, 
and learnt from him that he did not attend a day-school, could read bnt 
little, but did attend a Wesleyan Sunday-school. I gave him such advice 
as I thought likely to benefit him, about the cultivation of his mind and 
the salvation of his soul. On leaving, I tried to encourage him, and 
evidently pleased him by giving him sixpence. 

When the rain had subsided, we walked forwards to the little town of 
Marazion, and I walked through it to the far end, whence, being at a 
higher elevation, I had a good view of Penzance Bay. We had bargained 
with a man for a boat to take us to the Mount and back. He went down 
to the beach and called to men on the Mount to bring a boat over ; but 
none came. They knew better than we the risk that must have been en-i 
countered by coming to us. The tide was coming in, and the wind 
became violent and gusty. All weather symptoms were threatening. 
We retreated into the Godolphin Hotel. The weather became worse and 
worse. Our fellow travellers were there. We could have no train from 
the station back to Penzance until within about thirteen minntes of three 
o'clock. At about half-past one, therefore, we availed ourselves of a cold 
luncheon that was ready in a room below. We partook of cold boiled 
beef and bread, and some fruit pie. The charge made was high for so 
moderate a repast ; but as we had long sheltered from the storm, and en- 
joyed seeing the grandeur of the waves from the inflowing sea, we made 
no complaint. 
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The lady and gentleman from York went on bj a small 'bus to 
Helston. Onr Hnll friends remained to take a train for St. Ires ; and 
we took onr departare by a little omnibns for the station, whence we re- 
turned by train to Penzance, through a fnrions hnrricane that bronght 
the surf of the sea oyer the wall npon the carriages of onr train, so that 
if the window of onr carriage had not been up, we must have been flooded 
with sea-water. The storm became terrific. Had we sacceeded in getting* 
to the Mount, we could not have succeeded in getting away again under 
such atmospheric conditions. The roll of the waves was magnifijcent. We 
could not regard the day as lost. Though disappointed in our purpose,, 
the awful grandeur of the watery element which we witnessed was a con- 
siderable compensation for the disappointment. 

Tuesday f October Sth. — A favour able day for travelling, after yesterday's 
tempest. The barometer was low, but had risen a little during the night.. 
Indications being favourable, we concluded to take a carriage and pair to 
the Lizard, a distance of twenty-five miles. Much to our annoyance,, 
however, we had to wait the shoeing of one of the horses, which was a 
long and vexatious delay on a fine morning, when change might soon mar 
onr anticipated pleasure. We did not start before a quarter past ten- 
We had a full hour's torture of suspense, after a' promise to be ready in a 
few minutes ; so that we began to feel not only impatient, but angry, at 
being so tantalised. Such is the doom of those who have to depend upon 
others, especially when away from their own homes. 

When fairly started, we made good progress, and were remarkably 
favoured in the weather. We had some grand views of both sea and land ;. 
and as we passed, through an extensive mining district, we saw a large 
number of towers that had belonged to different mines and their works, 
and which now resemble so many fragments of old castles. They are 
' some of them picturesque, but not unassociated with the melancholy facts 
that thousands of men thrown out of employment in this region, have had 
to go themselves to foreign lands, the families of many of them being 
scattered. Some families remain, supported mostly by money that hus- 
bands, fathers, and brothers have earned in distant parts of the world, 
and remitted hither. Nearly all the mines have had to be abandoned, in 
consequence of the reduced price of tin having rendered them nn- 
remunerative. 

We passed through Helston, beyond which we found the roads of ex- 
cellent construction, and in first-rate condition, being kept in repair by 
the respective parishes. We had to pay toll at only one gate, and that 
was at Marazion, or Market Jew, through which we passed. We had 
moorland for miles before we reached the Lizard, in some parts looking 
very beautiful from furze, heath (red, purple and white), ferns, brambles^ 
and other shrubs and herbage. At the distance of half-a-mile from the 
Lizard village, our driver turned off the road to the common on the rights 
westerly, and conveyed us with great care, to avoid deep rut3 and boggy 
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places, towards Kynance Cove. We left the carriage at half-past one 
o'clock, instructing our driver about dinner to be readj at three o'clock at 
the hotel, to which he was going, he returning oyer the rough common to 
the point where we had left the highway. We then went, under the 
guidance of a woman, to the Cove ; where we found some small lodging- 
iiouses, and a store of ornamental ornaments in serpentine stone, whicli 
is found here in abundance. 

We ascended a cliff which commands a full view of the Cove, the rocks, 
the neighbouring cliffs on both hands, the romantic islets and the 
''majestic main.'' The scene we witnessed is indescribable. No pen and 
no pencil can so represent it as to present an adequate picture of its mani- 
fold features to the mind of any one whose eyes hare not gazed upon the 
wonderful scene itself. The tide was coming in, with grandly-swelling 
billows, that dashed upon the rocks and cliffs and among the chasms, 
breaking upon all with sublime grandeur, and sending up spray to the 
height of sixty, seventy, eighty, and probably a hundred feet ; and then, 
dissipated into mist, and carried along the cliffs like a mist or small rain 
among mountains. The romantic contour of the coast, too, astonished 
us ; it is so singularly broken, and there is so wild and grand a cluster of 
islets near to each other projecting into the sea, which foams and rages 
among them in a swelling tide, so a» to produce an astonishingly grand 
^ect. We were delighted and charmed with the whole scene. The 
celebrated cave, with its stalactites, we were unable to see, because of the 
height of the tide ; but We might have gone a hundred times without the 
opportunity of seeing so grand a movement of the water among those 
majestic rocks and cliffs. 

We left the place reluctantly, and walked along the cliffs to a con- 
siderable distance, but not so far as to the Lizard point. It was too much 
for the invalid and her aged father. All met at the little village, at 
HilVs hotel, where^a comfortable dinner was ready and waiting to be en- 
joyed at an hour beyond the time unwittingly appointed. Nothing was 
spoiled. The people there knew better than we the time we would pro- 
bably take to accomplish our task. A most delicious shoulder of lamb 
and a roast fowl, with cabbage and potatoes, were placed beTore us. 
There was no pie, nor pudding; and we wanted none. We partook 
heartily of the lamb, which we greatly enjoyed ; and for such a dinner in 
such a place, we thought two shillings each a yery reasonable charge* 
We felt it a great comfort to find such an hotel and to be so kindly at- 
tended to as we were in so out-of-the-way a place. Three of the party 
went down to the point, and to the light-house, after dinner, whilst the 
other rested upon a sofa. 

At half-past six o'clock we started on our return, having the light of a 
three-quarter moon. The sky was often overspread with cloud, and some- 
times rain threatened ; but we had only the skirt of one shower, which 
soon left us ; and we had, upon the whole, a yery pleasant ride back. 
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Having to paase at Helston whilst the horses were baited, we refreshed 
ourselves with a cup of tea at the hotel : then resuming onr jonrney, we 
got pleasantly along, only feeling the need and enjoying the comfort of 
all oar wrappings ; reaching the post-office and market-hall at Penzance 
exactly at half-past ten o'clock. 



Cjempratice* 



TOTAIi ABSTINENCE AND THE NEW 
TESTAMENT. 

That the New Testament does not 
plainly and pointedly interdict all 
Ohristians from partaking, in any 
quantity or form, of spirituous and 
fermented liquors, appears to be a 
sore stumbling-block in the way of 
some persons, who, in consequence, 
linger irresolutely for years inca- 
pable of deciding what course to 
follow. They candidly admit that 
moderate drinking is far from un- 
pleasant to them, and they will, when 
pressed, confess that it is more agree- 
able than total abstinence, and is, in 
their opinion, fully as Scriptural. What 
they demand is some irrefragable 
proof that the Christian religion en- 
joins total abstinence on all men, and 
then, relieved from a load of doubt, 
they would gladly and cheerfully join 
the ranks of the Temperance army. 

The whole matter is, unquestion- 
ably, delicate and difficult to treat, 
but we shall attempt to show that 
not only is total abstinence sanctioned 
by the spirit of the New Testament, 
Jbut that the teetotaler is, in reality, 
the only man who in this respect 
fully puts into practice the precept 
of the Christian religion. 

In a question so difficult, it is im- 
portant to start with the ground care- 
fuUy prepared, and a few preliminary 
observations are therefore indispen- 
sable. Is, then, one glass of weak 
wine a day physically or morally 
Injurious? Is it strict moderation 
or is it excess against which the 
teetotaler is fighting ? Nineteen ab- 
stainers in twenty would reply that, 
bad all men been strictly moderate, 
no one would have attempted to es- 
tablish Temperance societies ; in fact, 
they would feel constrained to add, 



that moderation was not open to 
serious objection, provided that the 

2uantity taken was invariably smaU. 
t is quite true, that when the teeto- 
taller called to mind the countless 
varieties of tempting wines which the 
ingenuity of man has of late years 
provided ; when he saw how difficult 
it was to remain perfectly abstemious ; 
and when he attempted to picture to 
himself the horrors of excess, that 
then he would reply that, though 
strict moderation might not be ab- 
solutely injurious, though it might 
not be opposed to the letter of reli- 
gion, still, in a cold climate like this, 
and amidst such an alarming pro- 
fusion of wines and spirits, every man 
should, for the sake of example, and 
for his own protection, shun the 
perils and snares of moderate drink- 
ing. The injuriousness and danger 
of moderate drinking depend, of 
course, upon the character of the 
drink used. No one would dread in- 
temperance resulting from the free 
use of ginger beer, a beverage wMch 
contains one per cent, of alcohol. 
Twenty half-pint glasses would 
scarcely yield one ounce of alcohol; 
but no one in his senses would drink 
large quantities of a fluid so indigesti- 
ble and unpalatable, either for 
pleasure or for the sake of the alco- 
hol. Practically, there would be no 
temptation worthy of the name to ex- 
cess, and, «as the quantity of alcohol 
is relatively so small, while the vehi- 
cle is not sufficiently pleasant to make 
It much desired, the most rigid 
teetotaler does not deem the matter 
worth a second thought. 

There is in this example a con- 
vincing proof that the proportion of 
alcohol in a fluid, and the temptation 
to and probability of drunkenness re- 
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suiting from its free use, are of great 
moment, and that the presence of a 
couple of ounces of alcohol in a gallon 
of an unpleasant beverage is not held 
sufficient to render the habitual use 
of the liquid dangerous. 

Let us now go back to the distant 
days of the Saviour, and attempt to 
discover the state of things then. 
Without entering into the vexed ques- 
tion as to whe^er wines were then 
intoxicating or not, let it be candidly 
admitted that some of them were 
slightly so ; but let it be understood 
that no wines were strongly fortified 
with ardent spirits, that they were 
not adulterated, that the variety to 
tempt the palate was small; that, 
perhaps, the strongest wines were 
not so intoxicating as English cyder, 
and practically were far more whole- 
some, and that Palestine is a hot 
country, and that therefore the temp- 
tation to intemperance was exceed- 
ingly small; and may it not follow 
that, probably, the danger of excess 
was not greater than might be rea- 
sonably expected in a cider district 
among men who totally abstaiaed 
from beer, wine, and spirits ? Then, 
at any rate, the whole matter appears 
to wear a different aspect, and, mode- 
rate drinking in Palestine two thou- 
sand years ago and so-called modera- 
tion in Engkind to-day have little in 
common. 

At the present time some of the 
lighter French wines contain only 
seven per cent, of alcohol, while port 
has twenty-four, and there are wines 
with nearly thirty. Probably some 
of the Eastern wines did not contain 
more than two or three per cent., 
and therefore, of course, twenty 
glasses might have been drunk with 
as little injury as would result from 
two glasses of port ; while the temp- 
tation to excess would have been 
exceedingly small. But the actual 
per-centage of alcohol is not the only 
thing which has to be considered in 
relation to the question of intoxica- 
tion : the mode of preparing the wine 
is important, and some of the elabo- 
rately-prepared effervescing wines are 
actually more rapidly intoxicating 
^an simpler wines with decidedly 
more alcohol present. It is exceed- 
ingly likely, however, that much of 



the wine used in those distant age, 
was only the fresh juice of the grapes 
and was not, therefore, wine at all in 
the modern corrupt English accepta- 
tion of the term ; and, though some of 
the wines used by the Jews were cer- 
tainly intoxicating, probably the 
stronger kinds were reserved for 
state occasions, and so a very favour- 
able complexion can be placed on the 
absence of rebuke by the Saviour of 
the use ot such liquors. 

One moment's reflection must show 
that it is practically impossible to 
compare this country, with its terrible 
temptations to intemperance, with a 
land remakable fof its simple habits, 
as was Palestine in the time of the 
Saviour. If the broader view here 
advocated be correct, it was no such 
dreadful thing for Christ and His 
Apostles to abstain from denuncia- 
tion of the use of the weak beverages 
of their country, for while moderate 
drinking was then absolutely harm- 
less and almost free from temptation, 
what is now known as moderation 
may be highly injurious, and may 
expose everyone who indulges in it 
to great danger. 

But why, it may be asked, did not 
the Saviour warn His disciples 
against excess ? Why did He not re- 
peatedly draw their attention to its 
fearful horrors? The preceding re- 
marks afford a sufficient reply. In 
those times the temptation was trif- 
ling, and the horrors of intemperance, 
as seen in this country, were almost 
unknown. Attacks on wine would 
have been wide of the mark. There 
were other evils which then especially 
demanded redress, and the Saviour, 
in His supreme wisdom, confined His 
remarks and warnings to these. 

It is scarcely necessary to draw 
attention to the fact that some vices 
are always prevalent, and invariably 
deadly, and, therefore, must ever be 
denofinced: it is so with falsehood, 
violence, theft, and hatred; and so, 
in His teachings and exhortations, 
Christ never spared these vices; in 
the smallest degree they were sinful, 
and no toleration could ever be ex- 
tended to them. But it was not so 
with strict moderation ; for though 
excess was wrong, and though the 
boundary line separating moderation 
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from intemperance may never have 
been easy to define, sfill moderation 
was not, and is not, in itself, sinful. 

It is not requisite to show that the 
Saviour was in favour of total absti- 
nence in His day; it is enough to 
know from His teachings that had 
He been living under oircumstancs 
similar to those which obtain in 
England, He would not only have 
spoken plainly against intemperance, 
but also against the steps which lead 
to it. The Lord Jesus Christ specially 
showed His Divine character by lay- 
ing down broad principUs, which 
wer^ to afford guidance as to the 
motives and conduct of the Christian 
in his daily life. These broad rules 
meet every difficulty, and are far 
more useful than a hundred times as 
many instances of their application. 
A remarkable . illustration of His 
consummate wisdom is afforded in 
the case of slavery. The New Testa- 
ment does not refer to this dreadful 
institution, and certainly does not ex- 
pressly condemn it; but yet it is 
absolutely certain that a hundred 
pages of invective would have done 
less good in destroying it than was 
achieved by the broad and lofty ap- 
plication of the spirit of Christianity, 
which has convinced the world that 
slavery from henceforth could not 
flourish in a country where the words 
of Christ were loved. It was the 
tender compassion of the Saviour, 
His love for man, and His Divine 
tymptiihy for the human race, which 
eventually destroyed slavery. It was 
His beautiful life and touching death 
which have in this age raised up 
millions to fight against oppression 
and vice ; and, but for His words — 
but for what He taught— total absti- 
nenee would still be a thing unknown. 

Christ showed men how truly to 
love one another. He taught them 
to shun temptation and to remove 
stumbling-blocks from the paih of 
their weaker brethren. He showed 
men how to live, and Himself deigned 
to teach them how to die. But for a 
man to-day to oppose slavery and 
war because the spirit rather than 
the positive precepts of the New 
Testament condemn them, and to 
object to total abstinence because 
there is no direct command in the 



sacred Book for it, is grossly incon*^ 
sistent. 

It may be a sacrifice to forego the 
long-accustomed glass of wine, bat 
Christ never flinched from sacrifice, 
and His followers dare not spare 
themselves. If a man is absolutely 
certain that he is strictly abstemious, 
and that his resolution can never be 
shaken, and that no temptation can 
drive him to excess ; still, for the sake 
of example, he ought to deny himself, 
and raise his voice in solemn protest 
against the intemperate habits of his- 
countrymen. There will be greater 
joy in life, greater peace on the bed 
of death, if in this matter, as in others^ 
the Christian has striven to do hia 
duty ; and he cannot mistake the path 
he ought to tread, when on every 
side and from every household there 
rises to heaven a cry of anguish from 
millions of lost men, women, and 
children who have striven to be 
moderate, but have been led astray 
by fierce temptation and deadly 
wines, and have sunk, step by step, 
until at last they have bitterly to 
lament that they, in their desire for 
self-indulgence, neglected to take up 
their cross and to follow Him who». 
from the cradle of Bethlehem to the 
moment of His last agony on the 
Mount of Calvary, did His Father's 
will in all things. — Methodist Tem- 
perance Magazine, 



passing <$irent8< 



When writing last, at the end of the 
first week in January, little did we 
think of the approach of that over- 
whelming catastrophe of nature which 
came to so many in the form of a 
destructive and fatal snowstorm. In 
consequence of this remarkable at- 
mospheric depression coming from 
the Atlantic Ocean, no immediate 
warning had been given. It is, in- 
deed, sad to think of the long list of 
persons overwhelmed with snow, and 
which the intense cold froze to death 
in almost all parts of the country. 
Among 'the saddest of the calamities 
was the upsetting of a surf lifeboat, 
named '* Abraham Thomas," at Tar- 
mouth. By this unfortunate occur- 
rence six brave men of the crew were 
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drowned whilst nobly attempting to 
save the life of the mate of a stranded 
vessel, ♦• The Guiding Star." Four 
widows and twenty-two children 
were thus left utterly unprovided for, 
otherwise than as a subscription is 
opened to help them. How many 
have ^been plunged into the deepest 
sorrow by this operation of nature 
oyer which no human power had the 
least control ! How mighty are the 
ways of God ; in so many ways how 
mysterious! Such an occurrence 
makes plain the fact that it is so easy 
for Providence to baffle all human 
foresight and calculation. How 
necessary for all to stand in rea- 
diness for contingencies tfiat may at 
any time come ! 

The Prince's Street Congregation 
Ohnrch in Norwich, under the minis- 
try of the Hev. G. S. Barrett, has 
been setting a noble example on the 
subject of Sunday-school work. On 
Monday, January 17th, A. Spicer, 
Esq., of London, presided at the 
opening of the new schoolroom just 
erected. With the appurtenances, 
and including the cost of site, the 
expense of the block of buildings has 
been ^£12,605. This sum has all 
been provided excepting about j£ 1,000. 
In an opening address, Mr. Spicer 
said : " He found in Norwich a popu- 
lation of 86,000, according to the 
return calculated in 1879. The 
forty-five churches, including the 
Cathedral, seated 17,700. Between 
twenty and thirty free churches pro- 
vided accommodation for 18,000, 
leaving a deficiency of 12,000 sittings, 
provided all those who were capable 
of attending desired to do so." Mr. 
Bpicer went on to show that there 
was annually spent in Loudon as en- 
trance money to various places of 
Amusements ^2, 628,000, or an ave- 
rage of £8,483 a night. On the other 
hand, the whole of the Christian 
churches of the entire country only 
gave about £1,000,000 a year for 
tiie maintenance of 2,000 mission- 
aries. 

It appears to be quite uncertain 
where the art of 'Photography will 
end. According to a correspondent 
of the Times f the perfection attained 
in the portrayal of moving objects — 



such as galloping horses and trains 
in motion to as much as sixty miles 
an hour — is little short of the mar- 
vellous. In some instauces a com- 
plete impression is said to be taken 
in a minute fraction of a second* 
The same writer goes on to say that 
a system of photographing in the 
original colours may be expected as 
the result of additional experiments* 

A SUIT of considerable interest has 
just been decided in the Court in 
which Vice-Chancellor Hall presides. 
The Rev. J. C. Stannard has been 
preaching doctrines contrary to what 
was prescribed by the Trust Deed of 
the Congregational Church, Bamsden 
Street, Huddersfield. After hearing 
the case argued for several days, the 
learned judge stated that his pro- 
vince was to judge by what the Deed 
said, and as Dr. Stannard had evi- 
dently not conformed to the Trust 
Deed his decision was in favour of 
the eleven trustees who desired to 
restrain Mr. Stannard, and against 
the ten trustees who, with Mr. Stan- 
nard, wanted to introduce new doc- 
trines. 

In addition to legal contests a sharp 
controversy continues between va- 
rious parties in the Church of 
England. On this controversy the 
Times concludes- one of its leading 
articles as follows : " Here is a sharp 
issue, and the foreshadowing of the 
continuation of quarrels which are to 
be regretted. But it will not avail to 
cry peace when there is no peace* 
Profound differences exist withiu the 
Church. Doctrines and practices 
essentially hostile to each other are 
brought into proximity; and it is 
vain to expect that people will be 
forbearing towards that which they 
dread. Mr. Enraght will go his own 
way ; and those who abhor his prac- 
tices will probably be equally per- 
sistent. It may, however, be well to 
remind Dean Church and his fellow- 
memorialists, who protested against 
the State's encroachment upon rights 
assured to the Church by solemn - 
Acts of Parliament, that they might 
find that, if they were beyond the 
reach of Lord Penzance, they would 
not have completely escaped lay tri- 
bunals, and that disputes similar to 
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that which Vice-chancellor Hall has 
jast detenoined might often occur." 

It is now ahout forty years ago 
since the writer of these lines received 
a private commnnicatioa from the 
editor of the " Band of Hope Review " 
and *' British Workman " asking for 
statistics on the subject of Methodist 
Temperance. We had then no 
thought of the moral power Mr. T. B. 
Smithies was destined to wield. We 
have many times felt a fear that the 
interest of those now world-known 
publications could not be sustained. 
Of late those fears have vanished — it 
appears almost as if the unseen were 
dictating. Nothing could exceed the 
telling effect which the February 
number of the *' British Workman " 
must have upon the question of the 
observance of the Sabbath as a day 
of rest. We hope the life of the now 
distinguished editor may long be 
spared to commend so strikingly to 
the working-classes the temperance, 
virtue, and Christianity so calculated 
to ensure their happiness and best 
welfare. As to the feeling of Metho- 
dism towards temperance between 
the present time and forty years ago, 
what a change for the better ! 

It was a striking observation of 
Charles Garrett not long since, when 
he said : *' Only think — more public- 
houses in Liverpool than you can 
count stars on a clear night ! " Such 
a statement appears almost incredi- 
ble, nevertheless it is a fact. Only 
about 2,000 stars can 'be counted, 
whereas there are in Liverpool 3,000 
public-houses. But according to a 
statement made by the London cor- 
respondent of the Alliance News the 
other week, London contains as many 
as 10,000 public-houses. No wonder 
that Canon Farrer should embrace 
an opportunity of speaking to the 
young men. of London under the aus- 
pices of the City of London Abstainers 
Union, as he did recently. In the 
course of his address the Canon said : 
" The forking classes spent on drink 
according to the lowest computation, 
^986,000,000, or about the same as 
they spent on rent, so that if they 
abstained they might live rent free. 
The results of drinking at Christmas 



were simply frightful. Upwards of 
200 persons died in a state of intoxi- 
cation on Christmas-day. He read 
some of the cased which occurred, one 
of which was that of a man who killed 
a woman in a fit of drunkenness, and 
then bored a red hot poker through 
her body. And Temperance He- 
formers are called all sorts of names 
because they denounce such things.*' 

Sib Babtle Frebe has been read- 
ing another paper on South Africa. 
This time before the members of 
The Society of Arts, Manufacture, and 
Oommeroe, the subject being on the 
producing capabilities of the ^Cape 
Colony, or, to use his own words, on 
" The Industrial Products of South 
Africa." Coals and minerals was 
abundant, and there was rich dia- 
mond mines. As to agricultural 
resources he found it difficult to recall 
more than a mile or two at a time of 
* barren and unfertile country. As the 
traveller passed over league after 
league he observed an almost unin- 
habited country, and marked the fer- 
tility of the soil, the genial climate, 
the facility of access, and the ease 
with which all the real wants of civi- 
lised European life could be supplied, 
the question forced itself upon him» 
How long was this land, so favoured 
by nature, to remain almost unin 
habited ? In South Africa there was 
ample room for myriads upon myriads 
to find means of living and rising in 
comfort and independence, which were 
daily becoming more difficult of at- 
tainment in European lands. Th» 
natives were of excellent physical 
and intellectual qualities, all bearing 
more or less traces of having been, 
gradually degraded from a state of 
higher civilisation and more complete 
humanity. They were capable of 
receiving and adopting all that they 
could give them of the arts of peace, 
the means of civilisation, and those 
great truths which were the secrets 
of national and individual happinesa 
here on earth, and the only sure 
guides through the darkness and 
mystery of futdre epstence. He had 
known men of these native races fit 
every way to take their place by the 
side of other legislators of this or any 
other lands. He believed nothing 
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was needed for their development bat 
settled order and Government. 

Before the Prince of Wales and a 
distinguished company Mr. Whymper 
has been describing his ascent of 
Chimborazo and Cotopaxi, two moun- 
tains in the chain of the Andes, in 
South America. The first named is 
an extinct volcano, the latter an 
active one. A night as well as day 
was spent near the crater, the eleva- 
vation of which is about 20,000 feet 
above sea level. At night they had a 
fine view of the crater, which has a 
diameter of between 1,500 and 2,000 
feet. At the bottom, and about a 
thousand feet down, there was a 
nearly circular spot of glowing fire 
200 feet in diameter. Mr. Whymper 
afterwards witnessed a magnificent 
eruption of Cotopaxi, and he sup- 
posed that at least 2,000,000 tons of 
ashes were ejected in this eruption 
which he witnessed. 

At the time when we read of the 
havoc caused by the war between 
Peru and Chili in South America, of 
the war which the Russians are pro- 
secuting in Central Asia, and also of 
the unfortunate strife in South Africa, 
it is refreshing to find the various 
Peace Societies engaged in their 
pacific labours. The Institut de 
Droit International is not to be re- 
garded as a Peace Society, but 
desires as far as possible to mitigate 
the evil of war. This society lately 
held a meeting at Oxford, and some 
of its decisions have been forwarded 
to Field-Marshal Count Von Moltke, 
the renowned German General. The 
memorial presented has resulted in 
Von Moltke expressing his views in a 
letter dated Berlin, December 11. 
The Count says: "Perpetual peace 
is a dream, and it is not even a beau- 
tifol dream. War is an element in 
the order of the world ordained by 
God. In it the noblest virtues of 
mankind are developed. Without 
war the world would stagnate.*' The 
words just quoted are only a worldly 
view. There is no recognition of 
the teaching of Jesus Christ. The 
Prince of Peace will yet reign I 

King David Kalakna, Monarch of 
the Sandwich Islands, complains of 
bis population dying out. In con- 



sequence of their doing so he is now 
paying a visit to California, various 
countries of Asia, and afterwards to 
Europe, the object being to encou- 
rage emigration to his interesting 
group of islands. According to the 
DaUy Telegraph, the chief cause of 
the unhappy circumstance of the 
diminishing of the native inhabitants 
has been the introduction of rum. 
Why not then banish the rum ? 

The Bishop of Manchester has 
been complaining of one parish in 
his diocese which, with a population 
of 10,000, and Church of England 
accommodation for 1,700, only sends 
a congregation of 100 to church. The ^ 
London.correspondent of the Norfolk 
News complains of some of the Lon- 
don churches being almost deserted, 
and many of our readers are familiar 
with the complaint as to some Me- 
thodist Chapels being nearly without 
a people. The writer was in a village 
only last Lord's Day where even a 
Primitive Methodist Chapel is almost 
without a congregation, notwith- 
standing that a considerable popala- 
tion surrounds it, and the parish 
church is inconveniently situated a 
mile away. * The great need for the 
country generally appears to be a 
general awakening. A caU to wor^ 
ship wants somehow to be sent 
through the land. How such a 
result can be best accomplished is 
the great consideration. The ** fallow 
ground" wants to be broken up. 
How is the breaking up of the fallow 
ground to be brought about? We 
have no sympathy with the idea of 
the work of Local Preachers being 
done even for a very long time to 
come — no, not in the large centres of 
population, to say nothing of the 
villages. One of the great wants 
appears to be schoolrooms, to be oc- 
cupied also as preaching places. 

As to the Local Preachers' Asso- 
ciation, we desire to remind its friends 
that three-fourths of the year are 
gone. Only about twelve more weeks 
remain for efi'orts to promote our 
objects before the 20th of May. The 
President is sufficiently active. Let 
his untiring example stimulate others 
that the financial statement to be 
made in June may again be an en* 
couraging one. 
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OLEAB THE WAY. 

Men of thought I be np and stining 
Night and day. 

Sow the seed — withdraw the curtain- 
Clear the way ! 

Men of action, aid and cheer them, 
As ye may ! 

There's a fount abont to stream ; _ 
There's a light about to beam ; '" 
There's a warmth about to glow ; 
There's a flower about to blow ; 
There's a midnight blackness changing 

Into gray. 
Men of thought, and men of action, 

Clear the way I 

Once the welcome light has broken, 

Who shall say 
What the nnimagined glories 

Of the day? 
What the evil that shall perish 

In its ray f 
Aid the dawning, tongue, and pen ; 
Aid it, hopes of honest men ; 
Aid it, paper — aid it, type — 
dAid it, for the hour is ripe ; 
And our earnest must not slacken 

Into play. 
Men of thought, and men of action, 

Clear the way I 

Lo I a cloud's about to vanish 

From the day. 
Lo ! the right's about to conquer — 

Clear the way I 
And a brazen wrong to crumble 

Into clay. 

With that right shall many more 
Enter smiling at the door. 
With the giant wrong shall fall 
Many others, great and small, 
That for ages long have held us 

For their prey. 
Men of thought, and men of action. 

Clear the way I 
Daily News. C. M. 



FAKEWELL. 

When eyes are beaming 
What never tongue might tell, 

When tears are streaming 
From their crystal cell ; 

When hands are link'd that dread to part ; 

And heait is prpst by throbbing heart. 

Oh I bitter, bitter is the smart 
Of them that bid farewell I , 

When hope is chidden 

Thpt fain of bliss would tell. 
And love forbidden 

In the breast to dwell ; 
When fetter'd by a viewless chain. 
We turn, and gaze, and turn again. 
Oh I death were mercy to the pain 

Of them that bid farewell. Hebeb. 



TttttTSiWCt. 

The Preacher* 8 Analyst and Help in 

Preparation for the Pulpit, Edited 

by the Rev. J. J. S. Bird, B. M. 

Vol. IV. London: Elliot Stock, 

62, Paternoster Bow. Price 4s. 

This is a quarto of 166 pages, bound 

in cloth. It is published in monthly 

numbers, price 4d. Each number 

contains a leading sermon and a 

number of outlines. 

We have read the Editor's leading 
sermon for December, and glanced at 
the other sermons and sketches, and 
we cannot say that the volume is to 
our taste. If preachers cannot draw 
out their own plans, we very much 
question if they can use, with effect, 
those which are drawn out for them. 



Pistellxnieous. 

BEMAEKABLB FROSTS. 

In Kirhhy's Wonderful Magazine 
there is a record of remarkable frosts 
which may interest our readers at 
this time after the severe weather we 
have passed through. 

In the year 250 the Thames was 
frozen over for nine weeks. 

In 696 Thames frozen over for six 
weeks, and booths built upon it. 

In 923 the Thames frozen over for 
thirteen weeks. 

In 998 the Thames was frozen over 
for five weeks. 

In 1063 the Thames was frozen 
over for fourteen weeks. 

In 1068 a terrible frost began on 
the 9 th of October and continued till 
the middle of February, freezing up 
the Thames and other rivers, and 
causing a dearth the ensuing year. 

In 1137 the frost began the 10th 
of November and continued to the 19th 
January. The Thames was frozen 
over. 

In 1199 the frost began on the 
10th of December and continued till 
the middle of March, and was the 
cause of a great dearth and mortality 
the year after. 

In 1880 the channel between 
France and England was half frozen 
over, and most rivers blocked np; 
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when after abont a month's continu- 
ance, such abundance of snow fell, 
and a sudden thaw took place, and 
many bridges were broken down by 
ihe torrent of water. 

In 1434 the Thames was frozen 
from November 24th to February 
10th ; it was frozen below bridge to 
Gravesend. 

In 1484 a frost began in September, 
and from thence till the latter end of 
February. Hay rose to £5 a load, 
and coals to £9 a chaldron. 

In the 19th year of Henry the 
Eighth's reign, a frost began on the 
5rd November and held to the 7th 
March, with such extremity that 
many people were found dead in the 
streets. 

In 1612 a frost happened which 
•continued 7 weeks ; during which 
time the Thames at Lambeth and 
Whitehall was frozen over, and men 
passed thereon. 

In the 11th year of King Charles 
the First, a terrible frost happened, 
which continued three months, causing 

freat scarcity and much damage to 
ridges on the sudden thaw. 

HoUiushed informs us, '* That in 
1655, the 21st December began a 
frostr which continued so extremlie, 
that on New Year's even, people went 
over, and along the Thames on the 
ice, from London Bridge to West- 
minster, some plaied at the football, 
as boldlie there, as if it had been on 
the drie land; diuerse of the court 
shot daily at pricks set upon the 
Thames, in greater numbers, than in 
anie street of the citie of London. 
On the 3lBt daie of Januarie, at 
night, it began to thaw, and on the 
fift daie was no ice to be seen, be- 
tween London Bridge and Lambeth ; 
which sudden thaw caused great 
floods and high waters, that bore 
down bridges and houses, and 
drowned manie people in England." 

In 1664 a terrible frost happened, 
which continued from the 10th of 
November to the middle of March. 

In 1676 a terrible frost began about 
the 16th of December, which con- 
tinued with such violence, that the 
Thames was frozen over in divers 
places, except a narrow channel, over 
which people passed on planks ; then 
and at the first time in our age, that 
fiuch a number of booths, and all 



ipanner of provision, was found upon 
the congealed flood ; which frost en- 
dured till the 15th February, and 
then by its sudden thaw, broke down 
many bridges, and did great damage. 

In 1683-4 the memorable frost took 
place, when, the Thames being frozen 
over, men and beasts, coaches and 
carts, went as frequently thereon as 
boats were wont to pass before. 

In the Magazine we have a curioiu 
view engraved from a most rare and 
valuable original. It represents an 
exact prospect of an assemblage of 
booths, that reached from the Temple 
to Southwark, and was called Freeze^ 
land Streetf alias Blanket Fair; 
where was sold all sorts of goods 
imaginabl,e; namely, clothes, plate, 
earthen ware, meat, drink, books, 
prints, toys, and hundreds of other 
commodities, so that the whole trade 
of London was, for the time the frost 
continued, confined to the Biver 
Thames, 

This frost began the 16th Novem- 
ber and continued to the 28th 
Februarv. 

In 1708-9 there was a severe frost, 
and the Thames was frozen over; 
and people passed over between 
London Bridge and The Temple : it 
lasted from December to March. 

In 1715-16 was a great frost, in 
which the Thames was frozen over 
for several miles. Booths and streets 
were made on the ice, and an ox 
roasted, <&c. 

In 1739-40 a severe frost began 
December 24, and continued for 103 
days, when a great many booths 
were erected on the Tiiames, and 
multitudes of people dwelt on it. 

In 1762-3 the frost set in on the 
25th December and continued till the 
29th January. The Thames was so 
frozen as to bear carriages. 

In 1788-9 was a severe frost, in 
which was a fair on the Thames, and 
•crossings made opposite the Custom- 
House, the Tower, Execution-dock, 
Putney, Brentford, &c. It lasted from 
November 1788 to January 1789. 

Frost Fair held on the Thames 
from January 31 to February the 6th, 
1814. As this frost comes nearer to 
our own times, and as we have a more 
extended account, and a copperplate 
engraving thereof, we reserve an 
account of it till the next month. 
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Died, at Bath, October 18th, 1880, 
Mary Ann Britton, the beloved wife 
of the esteemed Treasurer of the Bath 
Branch of The Local Preaohebb' 
Mutual-Aid Association. 

She joined the Methodist Society 
upwards of fifty years ago, and main- 
tained a consistent' profession to the 
end of her life. Although the subject 
of affliction fpr four or five years 
before her death, yet her end at last 
came unexpectedly to the family. 
She was highly esteemed as a wife, 
a mother, and a member of the 
Christian Church. But the Master 
said, '* Gome up higher." 



mabch. • 

The sun rises on the Ist at forty- 
eight minutes after six, and sets at 
thirty-eight minutes after five. Sun 
rises on the 3 1st at forty-one minutes 
after five, and sets at thirty minutes 
after six. The day lengthens fifty- 
tiiree minutes in the morning, and 
l^y-two minutes in the evening, or 
one hour and forty-five minutes in 
the month. 

Full moon on the 15th at thirty- 
seven minutes after ten at night. 
New moon on the 29th at thirty-two 
miuutes after ten at night. 

The moon is near Mercury on the 
1st ; she is near Venus, Saturn, and 
Jupiter during the evening hours of 
the drd, Venus and Saturn being to 
the left of the moon, and Jupiter to 
the right. She will be near Mars 
during the morning hours of the 27th. 
She is nearest to the earth on the 



25th, and most distant firom it on the 
10th. 

Venus is an evening star. She is 
at her least distdnce from the sun oil 
the 6th, and at her greatest brilliancy 
on the 27th. 

Mars is a morning star, rising one 
hour and ten minutes before the sun. 
He is due south on the Ist at fifty-two 
minutes after nine, a.m. 

Jupiter is an eveuing star, setting 
on the Ist at twenty minutes after 
nine, and on the last day at one hour 
and thirty minutes after sunset. 

Saturn is an evening star, setting 
on the 2nd at forty-two minutes after 
nine, p.m., and on the last day at 
seven minutes after eight, p.m. He 
is due south on the 1st at one minute 
after three, p.m., and on the last day 
at sixteen minutes after one, p.m. 

High water at London Bridge on 
the 1st at twenty minutes after two 
in the morning, and forty minutes 
after two in the afternoon. On the 
last day of the month at thirty-five 
minutes after two in the morning, 
and fifty-five minutes after two in the 
afternoon. 

John Wesley died March 2nd, 1791^ 
aged 88 years. Princess Louise bom 
18th, 1848. Bnssian Serfdom abo- 
lished on the drd, 1863. This month 
begins on Tuesday and ends on 
Thursday. Numbering thirty-one 
days. 

May we raise our voices with Dod- 
dridge, and sing — 

** Eternal source of every joy. 
Well may Thy praise oar lips employ, 
While in Thy temple we appear. 
Whose goodness xsrowns the drding- 
year. 

Seasons, and months, and weeks, and 

days. 
Demand successive songs of praise ; 
Still be the oheerfol homage paid 
With opening light and evening shade."' 



pttteal-^tb %Mami%an liieporfjer* 



FBESIDEKT'S LETTEB.— No 9. 

Aylesbury, Feb. 14. 
Mt Deab Bbo. Sims, — I am still 



trying to help our poor old annui- 
tants, but find our good Methodist 
folks everywhere doing all they can,, 
and large numbers of them have sent 
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me a few stamps to oover postage ; 
idl of which I have put into the 
I^sident's box, which has made it 
look very nice. This third quarter 
a great many have promised to send 
me Babsoriptions or donations shortly. 
I hope the memory of these good 
folks will be better than Pharoah's 
butler. Some prefer doing all they 
can now. The Lord bless them. I 
love the dear old men, and so do yon ; 
and I know that a bird in the hand 
18 worth two in the bosh. They are 
as follows :— 

£ 8. d. 
Thomas Allen, Boston ... 5 
W. Gatherson, Esq., Beyer- 
ley, Hull 10 

John Sager, Esq., Goley 

Hall, Nelson, Bomley ... 10 
B. W. Ronlson, Esq., 89, 

Aire Street, Goole ... 10 
John Basset, Esq., Ashover 

hm. ... ... ... 1 1 

B. E. Pannett, Esq., Whitby 

hm. ... ... ... 1 1 

Hairiet Hay, Epworth ... 10 
lir. Mann, Inghley Hill, 

Dorrington 6 

J. Beader, Esq., Wath-on- 

Deame, Sheffield ... 5 

John Whyman, Esq., hm. ... 110 
0. Bainbiidge, Esq., Wal- 

singham ... ... ... 1 1 

lir. W. Clarkson, Market 

Weighton 5 

T. L. Boberts, Esq., 6, Torle 

Boad, ToUington Park ... 10 
Joseph Robertson, Esq., 

Selby 10 

Mr.T.E.B.,Walsingham... 10 
John Broomhead, Bridling- 
ton ... 6 

^Tilliam Bowen, Esq 10 6 

Thomas Edwards, Esq., ... 10 6 

Mr. Job Mann 10 6 

Mr. G. Tarn, Mickleton, 

Teesdale 5 

Mr. J. Gane, Albion Villa, 

Windsor 6 

Oeorge Manger, Esq., 

Sevenoaks, hm 1 1 

Third Quarter President's 

Box ... ... ... 5 5 



£17 16 6 

I am, dear Bro. Sims, 
Yours truly, 

G. S. Maddbb. 



NKW HONORABY MBMBBBS. 

Mr. W. Chenhalls, St. Just. 

Mr. N. T, Tremewan, St. Leyan^ 

near Penzance. 
Dr. Lacey, Plumstead. 
Mrs. Greed, Brinton, Somerset. 

WHAT AN EARNEST BROTHER 
CAN DO. 

Bbotheb Goldwell, of Woolwich, 
the Secretary of the Deptford Branch, 
haying read our appeal of last year- 
in the December number, deter- 
mined to do something more than he 
had done in order to increase the 
circulation of the Magazine. We 
should say that he has always been a 
good worker, and if all the secretaries 
had done as he has done, the circula- 
tion would haye been doubled. The 
number of his subscribers last year 
was fifteen. This year he took a. 
quantity of our January number and' 
left them at the houses of friends 
who, he thought, would be likely ta 
take them in. The result has been 
that his fifteen subscribers haye in- 
creased to twenty-six, and he has 
still a number of baits out, and he 
confidently expects, when he draws 
in his lines, to find that he has 
hooked seyeral more. 

Now what he has done any zealous 
brother could do. And it is a well- 
known fact that wheneyer a fresh 
subscriber is obtained for the Maga- 
zine, we gain an additional friend to 
the Association. 

As an extra number of the Januarys 
month has been printed, the pub- 
lisher will be glad to furnish copies 
gratis to any brother who will follow 
the example of our Woolwich brother 
Goldwell. Apply to Philip Parker, 
24, Bedford Street, Strand. 

OUR VETERANS. 

No. 42 

Says he hopes, if he does jiot meet 
the Treasurer on earth, that he shall 
meet him in heayen. That they will 
meet on earth is not yery likely, for 
this old yeteran is 82 years of age. 

Bo. 43 

Sib.— Father wishes me to write to 

acknowledge for him the receipt of 
10s., and desires to return his grate- 
ful thanks for the same. As father 
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is now in his 86th year, he is not able 
to write himself. 



No. 45 

Of this brother the Secretary 
writes : '*That he was so pleased with 
his Christmas gift that he did not 
know how to express his gratitude. 
That, although he is almost childish 
as it regards present things, yet, 
when I visited him, he was reading 
some of the hymns he used to give 
out when he first went out to preach, 
and his memory seemed as fresh as 
ever when looking back on old times 
and precious seasons in those days 
gone by." 

Ho. 48 

Dear Sib, — It is with much thank- 
fulness that I write to tell you that I 
received Mr. Wild's gift of 10s., and 
found it most acceptable. 

I am thankful to say that I have 
gained four friends to take the Maga- 
zines I brought our Mutual-Aid 
before the quarterly meeting, and it 
was agreed to have collections in all 
our places of worship next April. 

I am yours truly in Christ, T.B. 
[Well done, Brother : yours is prac- 
tical gratitude, shown in getting 
subscribers for the Magazine and 
collections for the Association.] 

110.52 

Tells us he is very thankful for the 
10s. ; that he is now 81 years of age, 
and regularly takes in the Magazine. 

110.54 

I received the gift of 10s. As 
sure as God led the Israelites of old 
by the pillar of cload by day and the 
pillar of fire by nifj;ht, so hath He led 
me all my life long, and I am con- 
strained to exclaim, goodness and 
mercy have followed me all the days 
of my life. J. L. 

No. 56 
Is 77 years of age and 41 years a 

local preacher. 

No. 64 

Is 78 years old. The 10s. came as 
a timely blessing, just when it was 
needed. It came as a surprise, for 
he had not received this gift before. 



No. 65 

Is 83 years of age, and blesses the 
Lord that, although his income is 
small, he has never wanted, and 
never shall ; he can trust the good 
Lord for this world and for the next. 
Glory be to His name. Send me the 
Magazine as before. 

No. 68 

Is 76 years of age. Is thankful for 
the 10s., and for the assistance of 
those who are helping their poor old 
brethren down the hill of life. He 
takes a few appointments still, and 
not only has taken the Magazinb 
from the commencement, but this 
year has got two others to take it 
likewise. Well done, brother; that 
is practical gratitude. 

No. 69 

Is 82 years old. He has done 
what every annuitant should do; 
when not on the list, begin to seek 
for hon. members. This brother has 
done that, and all the hon. members 
in his city (and tlliere are several) 
have been obtained by his efforts. 
He has been a local, or rather it 
would seem, a travelling preacher for 
68 years, and travelled 11,500 miles 
to preach the everlasting Gospel x)f 
the Blessed God. 



No. 70 

Deab Sir, — I am requested by my 
father, who is unable to write through 
age and infirmities, to acknowledge 
the receipt of 10s. as a Christmas 

gift from J. Wild, Esq., for which he 
I truly thankful. His age is 82 ; he 
is getting very feeble and infirm, and 
his memory fails, but he takes a 
lively interest in the Magazine. He 
is looking forward to the rest pre- 
pared for God's children. 

No. 73 

Dear Sir, — I again tender to you 
my warmest thanks for the gift of 
10s. left by James Wild, Esq., for us, 
poor old men, who are nearly worn 
out in the Master's cause. I feel I 
get more feeble every year, and can- 
not do much now in the work of the 
vineyard. I often think of the 



MUTUAL-AID ABBOOUTIOV BBPOBTKB. 



9a 



Saviour's words, *' The night oometh 
when no man oan work." May the 
Lord make me faithful a little longer, 
and then ^ere will he the everlasting 
rest. 

No. 76 
Deab Sib, — I called on B. the other 

day, and he was regretting, through 
blmdness, he could not acknowledge 
the receipt of the late J. Wild's 
Christmas gift to his aged brethren. 
He reqaestod me to do it for him. 
Our brother is now over 80 years of 
age^ and has been a local preacher 
near 60 years. The gift is very sea- 
sonable, for he has a sister now 
blind living with him who is partly 
dependent upen him for her support, 
she having only a blind pension of 
J610 per annum; and they require 
some one to attend to them. He is 
▼ery grateful for the gift, and also to 
the "Mutual-Aid Association for the 
help afforded him. 

Is 78 years old, and he feels the 
infirmities of advanced age are grow- 
ing upon him, but also feels that 
Christ is all in all to him. 

iVo. 78 

Is 76 years old, and, although 

wearisome nights are appointed to 

him, he will not complain, for he 

IB looking forward to home and the 

rest prepared for God's children. 



GEKEBAL OOMMITTEE. 

AIiMTJTEs of Committee Meeting, held 
at Bro. Wright's, Frimley Villa, 
Plumstead, on Wednesday evening, 
February 9th, 1881. 

Present: the President in the 
chair. Bros. Aldom, Amphlett, 
Clapham, J. Carter, Wright, Bose, 
Harding, Johnson, and, Sims. Also 
Rev. J. D. Tetley, Bros. Coldwell 
and Runnecns. 

The meeting was opened by singing 
hymn 827, and after reading 1 John 
first chapter, by the President, Bev. 
J. D. Tetiey engaged in prayer. 

The minutes of last meeting were 
read and confirmed. 

The monthly abstract was read. 



showing since the audit in May 
receipts from branches, ^'2,489 16s. ; 
payments to branches, ^62,072 4s. 6d. ; 
receipts for the mouth, £506 15s. 8d. ; 
payments, (includiug bills, £12 Is. 6d.) 
£442 2s. 6d. New members added 
during the month, 18; deaths, 5 
meml^rs and 8 wiyes; sick, 180; 
annuitants, 160 ; total on the funds, 
290. 

Bills amounting to £42 Os^ 6d., 
were ordered to be paid. 

CASES FROM BRANCHES. 

Brother W. M., of B., aged 74, local 
preacher forty years, applied for 
superannuation. His wife is dead, 
has five children, with one of whom 
he lives, but none can help him. He 
was* a small farmer, but owing to bad 
seasons has been quite ruined. He 
is earning nothing, and has no source 
of iiicome. 

Resolved — that he have 5s. a week. 

Brother W. H., of Y., aged 81, a 
local preacher fifty-two years. Wife 
dead, has one son. Originally a tailor, 
but latterly cultivated about thirty 
acres of land. Owing to bad seasons, 
has lost all his savings which amounted 
to about £200. Is ttow quite destitute. 

Resolved — That he have 6s. a week. 

Brother J. N., of D., aged 64, a 
local preacher seventeen years, wife 
aged 66, Has received from our 
funds since January 1880, 4s. a week» - 
Now asks for more. Was a twist 
hand or bobbin worker. Is suffering 
from asthma. He has seven children, 
but none can help him. 

Resolved — That he have in future 
5s. a week. 

Brother R. H., of S., aged 75, a 
local preacher forty-seven years. 
His wife aged 78, is quite helpless. 
Has three children, but they can 
render no assistance. Works a little 
on the road when able. Sinoe July, 
1878, has received from us, 3s. a 
week, now asks for more. 

Resolyed — That he have 5s. a 
week in future. 

A letter was read respecting a 
brother, who in October last was ill, 
and was then voted 58. per week 
annuity, but was now earning 16s. 
per week. 

Resolved the annuity forthwith 
cease. 



u 
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A letter was read snggesting an 
alteration of procedure at Uie annual 
meeting, but the committee did not 
consider it advisable. 

In consequence of the absence of 
the editors, the minute respecting 
the contents of magazine, was carried 
forward to the next meeting. 

It was reported bj the president 
and secretary, that arrangements 
were^ in progress for meetings at 
Hoc&ester, Leicester, Louth, Oxford, 
Huntingdon, &c. 

The Treasurer kindly offered ^£100 
on conditions that a further sum of 
j£1000 be raised in augmentation of 
the fund created by the late Mr. 
Wild, so that all the annuitants 
migiht receive 10s. at Christmas. 

The next meeting to be held at 
Bro. Candler*s, 1, Chatham Houses, 
Brixton Hill, on Monday, March 14. 

The meeting was closed with 
prayer by Dr. Aldom. 



DEATHS. 

Jan. 13, 1881. Susanna Mawer, 
Xouth Branch, aged 62 years. After 
a few days illness she fell asleep. Ko 
claim. 



Jan. 18, 1881. William Cole, Bo- 
Chester Branch, aged 71 years. He 
txaA been a member from 1860, and 
was for many years secretary of tha 
branch. The last fifteen months were 
months of suffering, borne with pa- 
tience. Now he is at rest. Noolafm. 

T^•^« 'li^ii ^®H- William Woodhead, 
Driffield Branch, aged 91 years. His 
end was peace. He had been an an- 

l?it^* n^,*. ^^^' *^d received 
£151 Is. Claim £2. 

Jan. 22, 1881. John Handby, Settle 
Branch, aged 79 years. His end was 
peace. He had been an annuitant 37 
weeks, and received £9 6s. Claim £4. 

Jan. 24, 1881. James Green, Kine- 
ton Branch, aged 69 years. His long 
affliction was borne with Christiaii 
fortitude and resignation, and he died 
happy in the Lord. Claim £6. 

Feb. 2, 1881. Mary Ann Edmonds, 
Rochester Branch, aged 87 years. 
Having lost her reason, she was un- 
conscious at the time of her death. 
Claim £4. 

Feb. 2, 1881. Samuel Hallam, Lin- 
coln Branch, aged 44 years. As he 
lived, so he died, calmly trustmg in 
Jesus. Claim £8. 

mcS®^- 11^^1881. PhiUp Holbrook, 
Midsomer Norton Branch, aged 80 
years. For several days his sufferiM 
were great. Now he is freed frSi 
them all. Claim £8. 



CASH RECEIVED BY THE GENERAL TREASURER to Feb. 16th, 1881 
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Congleton^'Mx, J. Steele, don. £6 

JMkeard 1st 

Barmley ... 

Meading—'i/LT, J. J. Beecroft, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. D. Brown 

hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Davies, 12s; Mr. J. P. Jones, hm.' 

£1 Is; Mr. J. Milsom, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. Milsom, hm 

£1 Is; Mr. T. Reed, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Staples hm. 

£ lis; Mr. S. H. Whiting, hm. £1 is .„ ' 

jBrom^nwtf— Collected by Bro. Banner, 7b ; Ditto by Bro. 

Davis, 14s ... ... ... ^^ 

Wubeohr-^T, J. Crabtree, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. pillanL ha 

qly. 6s 3d; Mr. J. Scott, hm. £1 ... .7^ ^ 

Mwcastle-nnder-Zyne- Mr, W. S. Allen, hm. M.P., £1 Is- 

Mr. H. Farr, hm. £1 is ; Mr. C. D. Hudson, hm. M.P.! 

£2 !2s; Mr. J. McKee, hm. £1 Is ... ' 

Middleham.,, 
JSull 

Derby— ^QY. W. Griffith, 6s ; Mr. Hoult, hm. £Tl8 • Mm 

Hoult, hm. £1 Is ... ' 

Leek—^t. H. Dish ley, 12s 



••• 
... 



.*• 



... 



••• 



Free Sab- 
soriptions. 
£ 8. d. 

5 



9 
1 




I 



2 6 



2 7 
12 








6 6 








Benefit 
Memben* 

^ 8. d. 



1 

4 



1 
4 



2 
1 



6 
4 



3 
1 10 


















10 16 

6 
2 16 6 
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Zancoiter^'Mx, J. 0. Moon, he. £1 

¥0T99t of DdO/Hf ••• ••• ••• .•• ••• 

JjT%ffl6M ••• •■• ••• ••• •■• ••• 

Jbuton ••* •*• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

oMfuUffh ••• ••■ ••• ••• ••• •■• 

Oxford— VLr, G. G. Banbnry, hm. £1 la ; Mrs. Cox, hm. 

£\ Is ; Mr. F. Dew, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. Howard, hm. 

£1 Is; Mr. J. Nix, hm. £1 Is 
ShatUy Bridge ••• ••• ••• ••• *•• 

North Shield* — Mr. J. Green, hm. £1 ... 

Shremtbury — ^Mr. J. Metoalf, he. 10s; Mr. Withers, 4s ... 

■HtnCftCey ••• «■• *•• ••• ••• ••• 

Thame— Mx, B. Burton^ hm. £l Is; Mr. G. Roadright, he. 

lOs 6d ; Mr. J. Ward, hm. £1 Is ; A Friend 10s; Mr. B. 

Mnnday, Fenny Preaching, 13s 6d ... 
Keighley — Bro. J. Dinsdale, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Hartley, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. W. Hartley, ho. 10s 6d ; Mrs. J. W. 

Hartley, ho. 10s 6d ; Bro. J. W. Layoock, hm. £5 ; Bro. 

S. Smith, 12s; Mr. W. £. Walbank, hm. £1 Is 
(JawMtof^ ..« ••• ••• ... ■•• ••• 

St. JtM<— Mr. W. Chenhalls, hm. £1 Is; Mr. N. T. Treme- 

wan, hm« £1 Is ... ... ... ••• ... 

JiBlnOH ••• ••• •■. ••• ■** ••• 

Huntingdon »•> 

Marlborough 

Workington ... 

Peterborovgh lit 

JJSfUfy JMus »•• ... ••• ... ... ••• 

JlCOvXv ••. •.• •■• •.• ■•* ... 

J9/a0i^rA—Oolleotlon at Wesley Chapel, £3 10s ; Ditto 

at New Boad, lis 3d 

tyfesBnix^tv ... •.. ••• ••• ••• •.. 

jLri8$ .•• ... ••• ... ..■ •«• 

fjTOHyOTw ... ... *•' ... ••• ... 

Matlooh^-^MJt, J. Hodgkinson, he. 10s ; Mr. H. Maraden, 

UliX. 3Cf L ... ... ... ... •.. ... 

GroTithcim ... ••. •*. ... ... ... 

Sitigtwood ... ... ... ... ... ... 

BaUfasB — Anon, 10s 6d; Mr. G. B. Brown, ho. 10s 6d; Mr. 

J. Dodgson, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Garrett, hm. £1 Is ; 

Ditto, Penny Preaching at Boothtown, 17s ; Mrs. J. 

Horsfall, he. lOs; Mrs. D. Shaw, ho. 10s; Mr. W. Smith, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. J. Thorpe, ho. iOs ; Mr. E. M. Wavell, 

nm. Jbx 1.8 .«. ••. •.. ... •.. 

Zott^^— Mrs. Coates, 2s 6d; Mrs. Oldham, qly. 3s ; Mr. S. 

F. Salmon, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. A. Sharpley, 2s 6d ; Mrs. 

Croft Sharpley, ho. 10s ; Mr. Cyrus Sharpley, ho. IDs ; 

Mr. F. Sharpley, hm. £1; Mr. H. D. Simpson, qly. 3s; 

Mrs. Topham, ho. IOs 
Jrontypool ... •.• ••• ... .•• ... 

oouth^port ... .•• ... .•• ... ... 

Sowerhg Bridge .— ... ... ... ••• 

lile of Wight 

Gilonop — Mr. J. Clayton, qly. 8s ' 

AUon (Hani*) 

FolJteitone ... ... ... ... ... ' ... 

Sathr-Mi. J. Bladwell, hm. £1 Is; Bey. J. Cheeswright, 

ho. IOs; Mr. Cobb, 5s; Mr. Cooke, 2s 6d; Mr. Cox, ho. 

IOs; Mr. S. Evans, hm; £1 Is; Mr. T.Gandy, hm. £1 Is; 

A Friend, per Ditto, £1 Is; Mr. Gould, 6s; Mr. G. Green, 

hm. £1; Mr. T. Owen, hm. £1 Is 
Spitalfieldt . 



••• 



!•• 



• •• 



••• 



Free Sab- 
Bcriptions. 

£ B. d. 


Benefit 
Membenr* 

£ B. d* 


1 





1 1 
1 16 

12 

1 15 
1 12 6 


5 5 

1 
14 








3 9 

4 8 6 
17 
1 IS 



S 16 

9 16 
2 2 



4 18 



1 10 



7 12 



4 2 



8 



7 17 6 



1 14 6 



6 5 6 
2 4 



1 19 

1 12 

2 10 

13 

1 13 
12 
12 
13 



4 15 
2 17 






6 







1 13 
13 
18 

2 11 








2 8 



8 


6 


9 


1 


8 








18 








15 








3 








6 





1 


4 





1 


8 






1 18 
10 
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Sleaford 

Qa.rstd'njg >•• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Sni6Tbom6 ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• *■• 

It6iC6tt6T \tt »9» •■• ••• ••• *** 

Domnham — Mr. J. L. Bennett, hm. qly. 5s 8d; Mr. W. Ben- 
nett jun. hm. qly. 58 Sd; Mr. J. Flatman, hm. qly. 6s 3d 
Huddersfield U^— Mr. J. C. Haigh, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. B. 
xieyy xis*.* .•• ••• »•• ••• *■■ 

£[awes^Mr, J. W. Smith, hm. (2 years) £2 

It6ighto% Bu/ztard ••> ... ... ••• ••• 

lA/fkcolfi ••• ••• ••> •■• ••• ••• 

frdtn) ••• *•• •*. ••• ••• ■■* 

Cardiff— Ml. B. Beavan, hm. qly. 5s 3d; Mr.F. J. Beavan, 
hm. qly. 5s 3d; Capt. J. Gory, hm. £1 Is; Mr. E. B.Moxey, 
hm. £1 Is; Mr. W, B. Vaughan, hm. £1 Is; Mr. L. Wil- 
liamS| hm. £1 Is .»• ;.. ... ••• ••• 

WdtSClU .*• •■• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

ttft^lSl Ob ... •■. •.* •#' •*« *•• 

Oundle-'Mx, J. D. Baxter, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J.Holdich, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. W. North, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. Siddons, hm. 

£l Is; Mr. A. B. Whitney, hm. £1 Is 
jjwLuViry ••• ••• ••• ••• ... .•• 

^shboum ... .•• ••• ... .•• ••• 

JKineton — ^Mr. W. Gardner, hm. £1 

&faldinff — Mrs. Yaxley, Lynn, don., £10, per Bro. Cook ... 
Shspton Mallett — Collected by Mr. H. Davis : Mr. B. Clif- 
ford, 2s 6d ; Mrs. Creed, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. H. Davis, 5s ; 

Mr. J. Goddard, 5s ; Mr. J. Harding, 28 6d; Mr. C. Heal, 

2s ; Mr. J. Woods, Ss ; Small sums, £1 5s 
Aylesbury'-MTS. Cook, he. 10s; Mr. O. Dnntling, hm. £1 Is; 

Mr. J. Eingham, hm. £1; Mr. C. S. Madder, bm. £1 Is; 

Mrs. C. S. Madder, hm. £1 Is; Mr. B. Bolls, hm. £1; Mr. 

J. Rose, hm. £1 ; Mr. W. Seamons, hm. £1 ; Mr. J. 

W^nghti £1 Is ••• ••• ... ... ... 

Stafford— l&T, Everett, 28 6d; Mrs. Talbot, ho. IDs 
Wibiey—VLxn T. Barraclongh, qly. 3s; Mr. T. Constantine, 

qly. 38; Mr. W. North, qly, 3s; Mr. W. Sharp, qly. 3s ... 
Tfewcastle-on'Tyne IH ... ... ••• ... 

FroTne—HLr. J* Brimson, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Fnssell, hm. 

wX X8 ... ... a.. ... ... ••. 

Saliibary ... ••• ... ••• 

Chegterfield—'Mx, G. H. Wells, hm. £1 la 

SMpton—Mx, H. Robinson, hm. £1 Is... 

Warrington — Mr. D. Garnett, ho. lOs; Mr. B.Gamett,hm. 
£1; Mr. B. J. Guest, ho. 10s ... ... ••• 

Aihton-under'Lyne — Mr. J. Baxendale, hm. £2 2b (^two 
years); Mr. J. Bennett, hm. £1 Is; Mr. B. H. CluunberSy 
hm. £1 Is; Miss Chandler, 58; Mr. J. Gibsony hm. £1 Is; 
Mr. W. Western, hm. £1 Is... ... ••• 

Office Liit — See President's Letter ••• ••• ' ••• 

dJwsisy ... ••• ... .•• ••• ..a 

Qreat Queen Street— ^Sxs, Horton, hm. £1 lOs ; Bev. S. 
Xjees, nm. wH. is ... ... ..• ... .«• 

JSRnde Street— TAtb. Barber, hm. £2; An Old Local Prea- 
cher, hm. £2 ; Bev. M. Biggall, 5s ; Mr. J. E. Wilkins, 

YiTn ^ 1 la 

Office Lut-ikr. H. J.'Atkinson, hm. J.P., £l;"kr. P. E. 

Hodge, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Smith, hm. £1 Is... 
Sauthnarh and Zambeth^'Mj. W. Fox, hm. £1 la (per Bro. 

JtftTxery «.• ,,, ... «»a a,« »«• 



••• 



Free Snb- 
soriptions. 

£ 8. d. 



15 9 

1 12 

2 



4 14 6 



6 5 



10 
10 



8 6 



8 14 
12 6 

12 



2 2 

110 

1 1 

2 



6 11 
17 16 6 



2 II 



5 6 





8 2 





1 1 





155 18 


8 



Benefit 
Hemben. 
£ B. d. 

1 1 
18 

2 18 

2 2 

3 
9 

2 2 
8 
2 17 



12 
14 
2 17 



110 
17 3 



5 2 

3 

3 17 









1 1 

2 5 

1 IS 

2 17 



13 9 9 

3 19 6 

2 14 

14 



1 1 
6 



8 



165 16 8 
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THE LATE MR, WILD'S GIFT. 

On the 18th September, 1865, the late James Wild, Esq., parchased 
£948 19s. 7d. of India 5 per cent, stock, costing £1,000, in the names of 
James Wild, John Carter, G. W. Treasare, and Thomas Chamberlain. 
The purpose of the investment was, in his own words, dated October 19, 
1865, that, '' The interest every year be given in 10s. extra to the most 
advanced in years of my brethren in Jesas to provide them extra cheer 
for every Christmas day, bat not in any way to lessen their receipts from 
the Mutnal-Aid Fnnd. Should the Committee see fit in trying cases to 
exceed 10s., they are at liberty so to act, provided they do not exceed in 
any case £2 sterling." 

In May, 1866, the venerable and generous donor passed to his reward^ 
and since that time the fund has been administered by the other gentlemen 
in whose names the original Stock was purchased. For several years the 
interest was adequate, or was made so, to meet the cost of the annual sum 
of 10s. to all the annuitants (never in any case has that amount been 
exceeded). * But, owing to the growth of our Association, and the 
increased number of annuitants, the interest became inadequate to meet 
the demands^ and in the year 1875, at the Annual Meeting in City Road 
Chapel, a gentleman from Louth offered £20 on condition of £300 being 
raised to permanently augment the original sum. This was responded 
to, and £316 14s. was contributed. £300 was invested in the IntJia 4 
per Cents. But still the claims were greater than the fund could meet, 
though in 1878, 118 of the annuitants received their half-sovereign. It was 
then resolved that until the fund righted itself, no new annuitant should 
receive the amount, but only those who had previously received the 
Christmas gift should participate in future; and, consequently, at 
Christmas, 1879, only about one hundred received the sum. But at the 
close of that year the Treasurer was £33 in advance. Last year, more- 
over, the India 5 per Cents, were paid off, and the original Stock 
had to be transferred to the 4 per Cents., thus entailing a future permanent 
loss of £10 per annum. 

Last Christmas ninety-five annuitants received the 10s., and still the 
Treasurer is £10 19s. lOd. in advance. 

Looking, therefore, at the f^ct that we have at present, at least, sixty 
annuitants non-recipients, the majority, if not all of whom are just as 
necessitous as those who have hitherto received this annual Christmas 
gift ; looking, again, at the fact that the present Stock oaly produces 
£52 per annum, less income-tax, it is not only desirable but really 
necessary that, to place the fund on a satisfactory foundation, a further 
sum of £1,000 be raised. By so doing, all our aged brethren will be 
placed on an equality in this matter. If this is not done, it is apparent 
that next Christmas only about eighty pf the brethren can participate; 
April, 1881. h 
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that ifl, only half onr number, and at no future period can more than one 
hundred of our old and disabled fathers in the faith receiye this Christmas 
allowance. 

So impressed is onr valued Treasurer with this fact that he has 
generouslj promised £100 on condition that the £1,000 be raised. 
Words are not necessary to convey the desirability of the attainment of 
this sum, and so complete the scheme so nobly started by our late 
Treasurer. Had he been alive still, this effort would have elicited his 
cordial sympathy and help. There is, we are assured, plenty of ability 
in onr midst to carry out this matter, even before our Annual Meeting in 
Sheffield. Who will support this worthy object ? 



THE WESLEYAN METHODIST LOCAL PREACHERS' 

MUTUAL-AID ASSOCIATION. 

Chapteb Y. — Sheffield Annual Meeting. 1851. 

Bbotheb W. B. Cabteb, Nottingham, President. 

One very important question had to be debated and settled at this 
meeting, namely, the construction to be put upon the words, " Wesleyan 
Methodist Local Preachers." A committee was formed to consider this 
matter, and the following resolution was passed : — 

** That the words, ' Wesleyan Methodist Local Preachers,' and ' accre- 
dited Local Preachers ' occurring in the rules, shall not be taken in 
such sense as to exclude those persons who, in the present afflicted state 
of Methodism, are connected with the Branch Societies." 

So exceedingly anxious were these founders of the Association to do 
justly to all, and if possible, to offend none. 

At this meeting it was proposed and carried, that at the death of a 
member's wife he might draw half the amount of his own funeral allow- 
ance, the other half to be paid to his surviving family at his own death. 
This arrangement is carried out to the present day. 

The report this year records 107 sick cases relieved, and 27 deaths : 
rather a large number, but the Association at the first took in brethren 
9ii all ages. The membership had risen during the year from 1,260 to 
1,806, being an increase on the year of 546. This was good progress, 
and showed that the Association was rising in the public estimation. 
The balance-sheet also showed progress in the funded property, £500 
"being added to it, making the total investment £1442 7s. 6d. 

The Magazine had been started this year, and although there were 
different opinions respecting its articles, there was but one opinion as to 
.its importance as the organ of the Association. 

Daring the year a number of meetings on behalf of the Association 
were held in different parts of the kingdom. 
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It had been proposed, and at Sheffield it was carried oat, that the 
«x- President preach before the brethrcD. This Brother English did, on 
Monday morning, October 6, 1851. This sermon was published bj 
request of the meeting, and appears on page 449, Vol. I., Local 
Preaohbbs* Magazine. Why should not this practice have been kept up ? 

Chapter YI. — Huddbrsfibld Annual Meeting. 1852. 
Bro. William Nblstrop, President. 

The Committee ^at this meeting resolved to have a more ample report of 
its proceedings than had appeared in the Magazine the previous year. 

On the Monday evening. October 4th, a large tea-meeting was held, 
followed by an enthusiastic public meeting. It appears from the report 
that the business meeting did not take place till Tuesday morning. The 
report having been read, a spirited discussion took place on the subject of 
the Magazine. One of the brethren inquires, <' I wish to ask the acting 
secretary what we have lost during the year on the Magazine ? " The 
acting secretary: ''I believe it is about £150.*' The shots now fell 
thick and fast. This awkward loss, as it was regarded by several, was by 
no means a pleasant thing to contemplate. Others took a more just and 
reasonable view of the matter. One of the brethren asked, ** Have we not 
a pro-contra statement against the Association for the benefits rendered 
in the shape of reports, advertisements ? " &c. 

The Magazine had become a most important arm of the service,, and it 
could not be worked without expense any more than the artillery arm in 
connection with an army. In fact, this arm of the service has been of 
incalculable value to the present, even when it was not self-supporting, 
much more now that it is so. 

After the financial aspect of the Magazine had .been before the meeting 
for some time, one good, warm-hearted brother rose to place before the 
meeting its literary side ; and he declared, " That so necessary had it 
become to his spiritual and mental growth, that if it came to this, 
that he must either go without the Local Prkachers* Magazine or go 
to bed without any supper, he would choose the latter alternative.*' 

The report having been passed, the meeting proceeded to elect the Pre- 
judenty and Bro. W. Nelstrop was nominated and carried unanimously. 
Although public meetings are not always right, in this case the unanimity 
of the meeting has been fully justified by the lifelong service of this 
brother. 

When the meeting had settled down to business the question of the 
editorship came up for consideration. This brought on a lengthened 
discussion. And we may say, *' as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be." There were the same hackneyed objections then as may 
be heard to day ; and they were generally made by those who, like the 
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Pharisees of old, bind burdens and lay them on men's shonlders, bat 
tonch them not with one of their fingers. One good brother said, " I 
take this ground, that the character of our literature for a good part of 
the year has been in my mind of a meagre kind." This critic, who spoke 
of the character of our literature being meagre, was very properly handled 
by the next speaker, who really possessed qualifications to judge of lite- 
rary worth; and he most triumphantly defended the character of the 
articles which had appeared, and supported his view by giving the opinions 
of others who were capable of judging. Then came another profound 
critic, who said, ^< It is not equal to the times. I take exception to the 
Magazine for its miscellaneous character." If this critic had paused to 
inquire, he would have found that it, with other magazines, has obtained 
the title of Magazine because it contained miscellaneous articles. This 
brother took exception to certain woodcuts which had appeared, illustra- 
tive of sacred botany, which in our opinion were first class. The brother 
who followed spoke very sensibly, as he generally does ; he said, ** As there 
is a diversity of mind, so will there be a diversity of opinion. If a man 
follows the plough, he won't care for articles which would please our bro- 
ther. If a man has an imaginative mind, as I have, and loves to look 
upon a beautiful butterfly, his estimate of literary merit will be different 
to our brother's." 

The discussion went on pro and con till several more of the brethren 
had their say. The motion to re-elect the editor was put, and the 
reporter says, ** All hands appeared to be held up in its favour." 

We have tarried rather longer over the Magazine than we intended ; 
but our brethren will see that the Magazine, like the Association, was 
rocked into existence by storm and tempest ; however, it has weathered 
these early storms, and many a storm since ; but it still exists, and we 
trust it will continue to exist in greater vigour and strength. 

Up to this meeting any Local Preacher was received, irrespective of 
age ; consequently there was a very large influx of aged men. Of up- 
wards of a thousand who joined in the year, a great proportion were over 
sixty years of age. The brethren be^an to see that to render the Asso- 
ciation safe, it was necessary to restrict the entrance fee of lOs. to those 
who were under thirty-five years of age. 

At this gathering, in addition to the public meeting, the ex- President 
delivered a sermon before the brethren. They also partook of the Lord's 
Supper together, a very 'excellent address preceding it by the minister 
presiding. 

WILLIAM NELSTROP, 
President of thb Association, 1852. 

Mr. William Nblsteop was born at Ackworth, near Pontefract, Nov* 
^ 1801. He appears to have met in class at the early age of fourteen. 
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and having began bis Gbristian coarse early, be kept in it to tbe end. 
His ardoar of spirit shortly after joining tbe society took him twelve 
miles to a love-feast, which was held on a weekday morning before break- 
&8t. In this love-feast the young disciple testified to the fact that he 
had taken Christ as his Master and Savioar. There was no looking back 
after this ; having entered the Christian service, he began in good earnest 
to do his Master's work. 

At the age of twenty he left home to begin basiness at Stockport, bat 
4ilthoagh he began in a small way, it was with the determination by 
indastry and perseverance to sacceed ; and he did sacceed, as he deserved 
(o do. 

A worthy leader at Stockport perceived the sterling qualities of the 
young man, and took him by the hand, and led him first to his class, then 
to work in the Sunday-school, and after a time gave him his eldest 
daughter as a wife. 

. The young couple began their wedded life in humble circumstances, 
but they were a " well-matched pair,** and worked their way upwards. 
The old business was exchanged for a new one, in which there was a 
larger scope for their exertions. It was onwards and upwards still, as 
regards this world; for in 1841 Mr. Nelstrop was elected Mayor of the 
borongh. It was onwards and upwards also as it regarded the Church. 
From a Sunday-school teacher he rose to be a class-leader, society and 
drcnit steward, and a Local Preacher. 

When the Z^ocal Preachers' Mutual-Aid Association was formed, Mr. 
Nelstrop entered into it with all his native ardoar, was present at the 
first aggregate meeting in 1849, and was elected on the first committee. 
Some ardent persons soon exhaust themselves. Not so Brother Nelstrop. 
Pe took on himself at the first the arduous- duties of secretary to the 
Pontefract Branch, and died in harness. 

When some of the original trustees died or retired, Bro. Nelstrop was 
chosen to occupy that honourable post. It was not all honour when 
persons in Mr. Nelstrop's position took part in the formation of '* The 
Local Preacher^ Association ;*' hence there is the more credit due to such 
as he who stood firm from the first. 

It, was not our privilege to have much intercourse with our brothe|r^ 
Bat we have him on our mind's eye when addressing the meeting at 
Eling's Gross, 1869, at the commencement of S. D. Waddy*s brilliant 
but brief career in connection with the Association. In his usual earnest 
way, in addressing Mr. Waddy, he said : <* And you, sir, I expect to see 
on the woolsack yet." That event has not occurred during the life- 
time of the speaker, but still it may take place. Our talented brother 
«ntered on the road to it some time ago ; although his path for the 
present is blocked, it may yet open up, and oar brother Nelstrop turn out 
f trae prophet. 

I always looked upon Mr. Nelstrop with feelings of veneration and 
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high esteem. His very appearance was dignified and commanding ; he 
had a noble bearing, and I firmly believe, had a noble mind and heart , at. 
the atmost distance from all that was mean and low. The very fact that 
he shonld connect himself with onr Association at the first, when sach 
friends were few, is a proof of the independency of his natare, and hia 
continuing to the end, that he was faithfnl unto death. 

If any one will look down page 24 of oar last report, he will see that 
Bro. Nelstrop's regard for our Association was not in word, or even ia 
personal effort, but in liberal giving ; for in that special list we read, 
'' Pontefract, W. Nelstrop, Esq., £165.'* He is gone ; and those wha 
were allied ta him by family ties may well look back with pride on their 
noble relative, W. Nelstrop. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nelstrop were favoured beyond most married couples, for. 
they met at* their own residence their children, and brothers and sisters^ 
on the 24th July, 1876, to celebrate their golden wedding day. He lived 
after this event a little over one year, and then left at the Master's calU 
on Monday, September 10th, 1877 ; his life's day consisting of seventy- 
six years nine months and ten days. 



GOOD WOMEN OP SCRIPTURE MISUNDERSTOOD ANB 

MISJUDGED. 

No. III. — Mabtha of Bethany. 

These are not many pleasanter pictures of the social life of Judea ivk 
Our Lord's time than that which the evangelists give us of the home at 
Bethany, of Martha, Mary and Lazarus — a family of three — all beloved by 
the Saviour. 

In that happy state for which the Wise Man prayed, having neither 
poverty nor riches, but being fed with food convenient for them ; they 
could open their hospitable doors at the call of friendship, without fear 
of the cost ; and having no servants to worry them, could themselveff^ 
provide and serve the homely banquet. Living on the east side of the 
Mount of Olives, about two miles from Jerusalem, they could readily 
attend the courts of the Lord's house, and pay their vows in the presence 
of His worshippers. 

We are not told how our Lord first made acquaintance with this 
family ; but we are told that He was a frequent guest at Bethany, and 
that this ^ouse was His home at nights during the last week of His life. 
He taught by day in the temple, and retired at eventide to His friends^ 
abode. 

Martha, being first named, was either the elder of the three, or else 
the legal owner of the little homestead. We are npt'told how th^ 
Income of the family was derived. It may have been from the caltiVatbn 
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of the olive trees whose richness gave a name to the noble moantain 
which looks down npon <' the .city of the great King." Nor need we be 
sarprised if in Paradise we be told that the garden of Gethsemane, on 
the other side of the Mount, was owned by this family of Bethany. 

We are expressly told (John xi. 5), '^ Now Jesns loved Martha, and her 
sister, and Lazarus." And yet it is no uncommon thing to hear ministers 
of the Gospel discourse npon the characters of Martha and Mary as 
though the first were the model of an earthly-minded woman, and the 
latter that of a spiritual or heavenly-minded one. Forty or fifty years 
ago this was more frequently the case than it is now ; and a Sunday- 
scholar's heart has burned with indignation while he listened to the 
indignity thus done to one '< whom Jesus loved." 

How is it that good men make such fearful mistakes ? Were the 
Gospels first commented npon by some woman-hating, selfish, and sour* 
minded old monk ? And have succeeding exponents of the truth followed 
the lead of such a one without due thought — just as a flock of silly 
sheep will follow an old bell-wether over a hedge into the ditch beyond, 
while the shepherd holds the gate plainly open all the time, but they 
will not look. 

We read (Luke x. 38-42) of that which may have been one of our 
Lord's first visits to Martha. She received Him into her house, and her 
sister Mary sat at Jesus' feet and heard His word. But Martha was 
cumbered about much serving, and came to Him and said, *^ Lord dost 
thoa not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her there- 
fore that she help me." The reply was, '' Martha, Martha, thou art 
careful and troubled about many things ; but one thing is needful; and 
Mary hath chosen that good part which shall not be taken away from her." 

Let any young housekeeper put herself into Martha's place. An 
honoured guest arrives, and with Him His twelve disciples. The 
house must have been built large, when the family were richer, or there 
woald not have been room for the guests ; but there is room for them 
without entrenching on the Saviour's privacy. Hurrying to and fro 
to set out the long table with food, Martha's hands are fall ; and 
seeking something better than ordinary food for such an occasion, she* 
fears that all will not be ready at the proper time, unless she can obtain 
her sister's help. Is it any wonder that she should ask that help ? 

Dr. Adam Clarke contends that the ** one thing needful " refers to 
the food required — that our Lord wished to check the exuberant 
hospitality of Martha, and to teach her that one dish of homely fare 
was all that was needful for His bodily wants and those of His disciples; 
If this be so, the reproof of our Lord is a very gentle one indeed ; 
excusing, while it checks, the anxiety of a loving heart ; and giving to 
Martha information concerning her sister's state of mind which would be 
a good reason why Mary had not yet begun to wait upon her guests. 

Martha's faith as recorded in John xi. concerning the sickness and death 
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of her brother is worthy of great praise. '' Lord, if Thou badst been 
here my brother had not died. Bat I knotr, that eyen now, whatsoerer 
Thoa wilt ask of God, God will give it Thee." " Yea Lord, I believe 
that Thon art the Christ, the Son of God, which shoald come into the 
world." 

Bat again we read of Martha's untiring activity (John xii. 2). Simon 
of Bethany, who had been a leper, made a feast for Jesas and His friends. 
Lazaras, newly raised from the dead, was one of the gaests ; <* and 
Martha served.'' 

So notable a hoasewife this, that Simon is glad to beg her help. So 
pleasant a waiter, that all the gaests are pleased to see her there. 
So glad to be where Jesas is, that she counts laboar to be rest while 
serving Him. 

' Surely it ought to be written of this good woman, " Now Jesus Joved 
Martha, and all His followers have learned to love her too." 

T. 0. 



ASK, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE ; OB, THE NEW COAT. 

A friend at Worcester sends us the following fact, certifying to its 

truthfulness, 

SoMB months ago I had occasion to attend a village meeting in one of 
our country circuits. The day was warm ; and after tea in the chapel, 
the meeting was continued in the open air. It became, in fact, a garden 
party. Speeches were made, and hymns sung under the trees, and our 
host threw open the house and garden to his numerous guests. 

A wonderful garden it is ; stocked with the choicest flowers, arranged 
with great skill. The dwelling, half cottage, half farmhouse, is in 
keeping with its owner. The walls of the little parlour are adorned 
with many texts of Scripture, and the most conspicuous object in the 
room is a large family Bible upon a stand, which has been open since the 
day of its owner's marriage years ago. 

The head of this home has been, we believe, a local preacher many 
years. He is a man of simple faith ; and the little village chapel is his 
especial care. The following is one of many experiences which he relates : 

Some years ago, when in very straitened circamstances, he was 
appointed to preach in a village chapel some miles from home. It rained 
Tery heavily that day ; and, as an overcoat was a convenience he did not 
possess, he was drenched to the skin long before he reached the chapeL 
As he stood in the pulpit, the rain trickled from his clothes. He finished 
the service, and started on his long walk home. Going along cold and 
wet, the thought passed through his mind that it could not be the will of 
His Father that he should suffer so much discomfort in His service. Be 
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was poor, «nd oonld not afford to get the clothing he needed ; so he told 
his want to Qod, as he had done before on m^ny other occasions ; for he 
had the simple faith of a little child. A little while afterwards — I do 
not know how soon — ^he was told a parcel had come directed for him. 
At first he felt sore there was some mistake ; then, recollecting the wet 
Sunday, he exclaimed, '' My Heavenly Father has answered my prayer ; 
.my coat 18 come.* He opened the paroelt and there lay before him a 
warm new overcoat, with no message, no name, except his ownv ** I pat 
it on," he said| with charming simplicity, *'and it fitted splendidly. 
4)/ cour$e it did, for had not my Heavenly Father meaeured me ? " The 
coat still exists, though beginning to show signs of wear ; bat to this 
<lay our friend only knows that his Father sent it. 



A BRIEF FAMILY TOUR IN DEVON AND CORNWALL. 

{Contiwufed, from page 82.) 

Wednesday t October 9th, — A very wet forenoon. Imprisoned by the 
weather, we wrote letters and postcards. We had a walk down to the 
Esplanade and back, there being a very fine sea. We dined at two 
o'clock, and at 3.50 we left Penzance by train for Traro and Falmoath. 
There is a branch line through a beautiful country from the former to 
•the latter place. Truro has since been raised to the dignity of a city, 
the seat of the See of Oornwall. Perhaps the Bishop of Exeter had too 
mach work for one man; but one object sought by the creation of the 
See of Cornwall is confessedly to check Methodism^ and bring back 
Methodists to the Established Church. No doubt some will be indaced 
to sever their connection with Methodism ; but we feel confident that the 
number will be small. The Cornish Methodists are more " fervent in 
spirit " than comports with liturgical services and hearing sermons read 
instead of earnestly and fervently preached. 

We reached Fajlmouth soon after six o'clock, and took the 'bus for the 

'Green Bank Hotel, where we found suitable accommodation in a bean- 

tiful situation. Heavy rain fell in the evening ; and at about ten o'clock, 

when we retired to rest, there was a thanderstorm, and a still heavier 

downpour. 

Thursday, October 10th. — ^Much rain fell in the night, and continaed 
for some time after daybreak, the atmosphere appearing loaded and 
pervaded with thick vapoar. We could not get out until eleven o clock, 
iu> occupied the time in looking over some bound volumes of the 
■** Graphic," reading the news, and examining the hotel '' Visitors' Book," 
which supplied sofficient amosement. Under date of Oct. 21, 1873, was 
^tliia entry : — 
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'<Mr. and Mrs. Bird Orewkeme Someniet. A very well maBged 
hotel." 

Between the last two words some sharp-eyed critic had inserted a 
caret, and supplied the words, *' Gamete canes/' as an illastration of the 
word '* manged/' blanderlDfj^ly written for mfmagtd,^ which was strongly 
underlined to give it emphasis, as a high character for the honse. 

Near our hotel was a ferry, to which we descended immediately on going 
forth for a ramble. The boat had just then come from the other side of 
the creek, and landed its passengers. Inquiring the fare, which was- 
only a halfpenny each passenger, we stepped aboard and seated ourselves. 
We had a few minutes' detention, during which there was an addition ta 
our number ; and then we moved off, with wind and water strong, and 
were soon rowed over to the landing steps on the other side.^ At the far 
end of the creek, running inland, is the conspicuous village of Pewn^^ 
which is near the line by which we had travelled, and it has a station. 
Inquiring the name of the village at which we landed, we were surprised 
to find ourselves at Flushing. It was so called by some Dutch immi- 
grants by whom it was first inhabited. We walked through it, and then 
up the road leading to Penryn ; and when we reached a road diverging to 
the right, went a little way thereon, then over a stile into a field, and 
past a cottage, and through other fields commanding a fine view of the 
harbour and shipping, and the neighbouring hills. We descended to the 
water at the eastern end of Flashing, where we found a day-school, and 
near it some girls with slates in their hands. I like to talk with yoang 
people ; so I put the question : ** What ! are you leaving school ? '' 
" Yes, sir," said one of the girls. " What have you been learning this 
morning?" I asked. "Arithmetic," said the girl. "In what rule?*' 
" The fourth rule." " Then yoa can do multiplication ? " " Yes, sir.'^ 
Here another of our party interposed the question, ** Do you know the 
greatest multiplication sum that ever was done ? " " No, sir," said the 
girl, with an inquiring look. ** The multiplying of five barley loaves and 
two small fishes into twelve basketsfuU," said he ; " was not that the 
greatest multiplication sum ? " " Yes, sir," said the girl. " Well," 
said he, " you have read about that, have you not ? " " Yes, sir,'* was 
the prompt reply. No allusion was made to the subtraction from the 
multiplied quantity whereby the hungry thousands were fed and satisfied. 
I gave the girls a few words of encouragement, and then stepped into the 
school, which I found as plain and rough -looking as a bam ; but more 
secure, perhaps, from storm and tempest. It is pleasing to find educa- 
tional progress wherever we go now, in England. 

There is a narrow path leading from the school, along which we 
walked, over a bank and down to the haven, by the margin of which we 
continued our walk to the left, as far as we could easily get, and th6n 
followed a narrow and steep path up a wooded slope to the bank above, 
whence we returned by an upper path to the ferry. The prospect was 
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ohanning ; and I ooanted over a hundred yessels of all sizes in the 
estnary of the Fal, whilst an equal or greater number were in the harbour 
towards the town. On our recrossing the ferry, we had the wind blowing 
80 strongly from the west, that we got a plentiful baptism, from which I 
was able to protect myself with a waterproof mantle. 

We took a walk into the town and among the shops, and then 
returned to our dinner, ordered for four o'clock. We ascertained that' 
good fowls might be bought at Falmouth for 3s. 6d. a couple, and large 
ones for 4s. ; whilst the prices at home are 5 s. 6d. to 7s., and more. 
Bntter is sold at sixteenpence a pound, whilst at home it is 2s. Eggs 
are a shilling the dozen. We bought two newly-laid ones of a girl at 
Flashing for a penny each. At home we get only eight farmers' eggs 
for a shilling. A family wanting to spend a few weeks at the sea-side, 
might soon save the expense of three or four hundred miles' journey in' 
the cost of living, by coming to Falmouth instead of going to the more 
fashionable places of resort. 

Friday^ October lltK, — A beautiful day. Going out immediately after 
breakfast, I went up the hill opposite our hotel, wishing taget the view' 
of the harbour and country as seen from the elevated terraces running 
parallel with the main street. We divided our number into couples, 
taking different rounds. I and my companion soon came to a Boys' 
School on the hill by the roadside, and found boys waiting in the porch 
of the school for admission, their master not having arrived. Inquiring' 
what they were taught, a bright-eyed lad replied, "Everything." On 
questioning him I found that his everything comprised reading, writing, 
spelling, arithmetic, geography, grammar, and the French and Latin 
langnages. A sufficient number of subjects for such boys to study and 
practise, but only sufficient to clear the way to many other subjects, 
without the possibility of reaching everything. We chatted with the boys 
imtil beyond the time for commencing school, but no master appeared ; 
so to what extent he transgressed the law of punctuality, I know not. 
Were I a resident at Falmouth, having a son at that school, the master's 
example would seriously shake my confidence in him as a trainer of boys. 

Ascending the road beyond the school, we came to a stile, by which we' 
entered a field, and at a few yards' distance found several men* at work in 
a deep quarry. I asked what they were getting. One of them' 
answered, " Spar, sir." « What for? " I asked. " To mend the roads,'* 
he replied. A few words of grace were spoken, and a few tracts given, 
and we walked off, a few steps farther bringing us to the highest spot 
near, called The Beacon. There is no beacon standing there ; but a deep* 
hole in the ground looks like the mark left by a thick post or pole that 
once was there. The prospect in every direction is extensive. The town, 
flie harbour, the castles, the river, the shipping, the wide sweep of 
Mtivated fields, the outer sea, the cliffs, and the wooded hills, mak& 
altogether a magnificent combination of diversified scenery. i^ 
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From the Beacon we went down hill by a path and a narrow lane, past 
a farmhouse and its appendages, and then turning to the left, came by, 
an Institution for Orphan Oirls. We were told that the children were 
not all orphans, literally, but some of them the children of parents who 
did not take care of them. Whether this was attributable to crime, to 
culpable neglect, or to misfortune, we were not informed. An inscription 
in front of the building states that it is supported by voluntary 
contributions. 

Descending still lower, we soon came to the middle of the town, where 
are several chapels, a municipal building, and in course of erection, upon 
a bank, a handsome Board School, with a tower, and place for a public 
doeL Opposite this, on the level ground, is the Wesleyan Chapel ; a 
large structure built upon the site of an original one of inferior size and 
style. Two memorial stones bear inscriptions, one purporting that the 
stone was laid by '* The Local Preachers," and the other *^ By the 
Ladies " of the Circuit. By the side of the chapel a steep flight of steps, 
called Jacob* 8 Ladder^ ascends to a terrace above, cutting off a wide 
•circuit of road. We mounted the ladder, and I counted over a hundred 
steps. 

Going on to the south end of the town, we came to another plaoe of 
worship, in the Gothic style, which, on inquiry, we learnt was also a 
WtsUyan Chapel. It is in an elevated position, looking towards the 
channel entrance to the harbour, and is, no doubt, attended by the elite ot 
the Wesleyan people. Will those be the most godly of them? 
Descending thence, we came to the Castle Drive, a beautiful carriage- 
way and wide causeway running along the left hand side of it, next th0 
hill on which the castle stands, and having a lovely bay on the right; 
and, fronting the bay, on the cliff, at a little distance from its edge, a 
large and splendid hotel, built not long ago, having pretty pleasure- 
grounds and garden around, and overlooking the sea. The extreme 
south-western point of the bay is called Manacle Point. It looks rugged 
and romantic. On the bay are a long row of white tenements and a tal) 
chimney ; they belonged to arsenic work^, which have been abandoned, 
because they became unprofitable, sharing the fate of the tin mines of 
the county. At the seaward boundary of the castle we found an 
» exercise house for training seamen in the^use of arms. The castle if 
inhabited by soldiers. It stands at the harbour entrance on the w^ter^ 
side, and there is another castle on the eastern side. 

Betumin'g to our hotel, we lunched upon cold roast beef and breads 

settled our bill, and took our departure by the train leaving Falmoath 

for Truro at 4.45. From Truro we travelled on the main line as far «9 

the Bodmin Boad Station, whence an omnibus carried us to Bodmin, the 

• county town of Cornwall. We found comfortable accommodation aft tba 

hotel to which the 'bus runs, the '' fioyal,'* at which we arrived aft a 

' quarter past seven o'clock. 

(To be eontinued,) 
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MEMOIR OF MB. THOMAS ARAM, 

WBSLBTAN LOOAL PBBAOHBB, OF LSNTON, NEAR NOTTINGHAM. 

OuB late brother Aram was bom at Chilwell, a hamlet sitaate at the* 
^stance of abont foar miles west of Nottingham, and a mile north of the 
fillage of Beeston, on the first day of January, 1805. His parents 
were worthy members of the Baptist Ohnrch at Beeston, and were to- 
him an example of Ohristian consistency. In his 19th year he removed 
to Lenton, being then under religions conyiction, and anxions abont the 
salvation of his soul. 

He lodged in a house next to a room in which the Wesleyans met for 
public worship. He could hear their singing, and he went in to worship 
with them. Shortly afterwards they built a chapel in the Tillage. 
It was opened by Benjamin Thorold, Esq.,* on the 7th of February, 
1826 ; but it was alienated in the troublous times of 1849-51. 

Mr. Aram took an interest in the chapel, and helped to obtain con- 
tributions in aid of the Trust-funds. He attended the seryice of the 
Watch Night held at the end of the year, and the next day, being Sunday 
and the 22nd anniversary of his birth, he knelt down to pray for mercy ;. 
and there and then found peace with God. The spot where he knelt was 
ever afterwards sacred to him, and he was accustomed to commemorate 
the great event by kneeling there every New Year's day, to. render thanks 
to Gk>d for His mercy and grace vouchsafed to him, and to implore the 
grace he still felt he needed^ 

Desiring to occupy himself in some active service for Christ, he became 
a teacher in the Sunday school held in the chapel, and afterwards super^ 
intendent of the school, an office that he held far twenty- two years, 
until chapel and school changed hands. He was accustomed to give an 
address to the scholars ; and when, as sometimes happened, a preacher 
failed to fulfil his appointm^it there, he would address the congregation. 
This induced an old Local Preacher to speak of him at a Quarterly 
Meeting of the Local Preachers ; and that led to his coming upon the 
plan of the circuit, first on trial, and then a^ a regular Local Preacher. 
A circuit plan of February- April, 1834, has his initial ''A.'' No. 60 ; and 
upon another plan of May^Jufy, 1836, he stands in full. No. 51, with 
several other names below his. He was no doubt fully accredited in 1834 
or early in 1835. The intervening plans are not in the writer's pos- 
session. He must have sustained the office for a period of about forty-six 



* Mr. Thorold was a Linoolnshire gentleman, a gifted Local Preacher, living 

at HarmBton Hall in that eounty« 
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years, np to the time of hiB death. He had been a member of societj 
fifty-three years. 

When the Nottingham Branch of the Local Preachers' Matnal-Aid 
Association was formed, at the beginning of October, 1851, he became a 
member, and continued to take an interest in its proceedings until the 
decay of trade and the villa ny of one with whom he had business trans- 
actions, reduced him to comparative poverty. A gentleman at the head 
'of the highest firm in the lace trade, to whom he had been long accustomed 
to sell the produce of his machines, proffered to lend him money for the 
purchase of new machines, to take their produce, and allow him to repay 
the money by instalments. The fluctuations to which the trade was 
liable, deterred him from accepting the generous offer, and he condaded 
to accept a situation in the service of another firm, as a means of 
obtaining a moderate income without the risk of embarrassment, of which 
he had the greatest dread. Under these circumstances his payments to 
the Association sunk into arrears, and his membership eventually lapsed. 

He applied to the local committee two or three years ago to be 
re-admitted ; but the terms, after so many years' interval, at his advanced 
age, exceeded his disposable means, and the purpose was abandoned. 

The health of brother Aram, for many years, was usually good ; but 
for two years immediately preceding his death he suffered considerably. 
He had to go little short of three miles to his daily duties ; and that he 
found to be very trying. Sometimes he took the train, and sometimes a 
<sab, part of the way ; but even then he had to walk more than his strength 
could well bear, as neither station nor cabstand was near his residence, 
nor convenient for his place of business. At last he had to give np 
•going, and remain at home, and then take to his bed. His sufferings 
were distressing for awhile ; but his departure was somewhat sudden. 
His soul, however, was in perfect peace ; and the closing scene was like 
that of an infant falling asleep in the arms of its mother. Without 
either groan or sigh he fell asleep in Jesus, on January 8th, 1881, seven 
'days after having attained the 76th year of his age. 

His religious experience was more even than is that of most persons. 
His sharp trials touched him acutely ; but nothing moved him from the 
solid rock on which his faith and hope rested. If '* in heaviness through 
manifold temptations,'' his refuge was Ohrist, to whom he committed 
himself with full confidence, and rested in the belief that " all things 
work together for good to them that love God." I had business trans- 
actions with him between thirty and forty years ago, and always regarded 
him as an upright and a straightforward man. He '* walked with Gk>d " 
in this world ; and being now *' absent from the body," we believe him 
to be *' present with the Lord." 

When the severity of the weather and his own debility prevented his 
going to the house of Gk>d on a Sunday evening, he occupied himself in 
prayer, reading the Scriptures and a hymn or two and a sermon. On 
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ihe retnm of his family he took pleasare in hearing some particnlars 
about the sermon that had been delivered, «nd other matters connected 
with the service. The last Sunday evening of his being able to write, he 
penned some notes on the Life of Moses, and said that would be the 
subject for his next sermon should he be able again to take up his 
preaching work. 

The testimony of his widow, with whom he lived in happy wedlock 
twenty-seven years, is that she never heard a word from him, nor 
saw an act done by him, which was incoasistent with the Christian cha- 
Tacter ; and that what he was in public, that he was at home. He was 
uniformly the same; one of the most even-tempered and exact of 

•Christians. 

A venerable lady of the Church of England, who is now in her 86th 
jear, and at the higher level of the social scale in the parish, having 
known the widow from her girlhood, and the departed husband for the 
greater part of his life, wrote under date of January 13, as follows :— 
'**My dear Mrs. Aram,— I was truly sorry you had been called to part with 
your dear husband. I think there is not one that our dear Lord feels 
more compassion for than the widow. He knows the depth of her 
sorrows and her desolation as no one else can know it ; and if He has 
tenderly said, 'In all their afflictions He is afflicted,' surely He now 
feels ufith you and /or you. look to Him, and believe Him, and trust 
Him. He is the God of all comfort, who comforteth them who are cast 
down. I hope you can see with a believing eye, your dear husband in 
the midst of that happy, happy holy throng, Rev. vii. 9, 10, 13-17. Then 
will you not try to join your song with his ? Seeking to walk humbly, 
patiently, and watchfully, till you are called to meet him there. I com- 
mend you to the grace of God for all you need for yourself and children. 

" Your sincere friend, — 0. W." 

By desire of the widow and the Wesleyan friends at New Lenton, a 
funeral sermon on our brother Aram's decease was preached by the 
senior Local Preacher upon the plan, who has been 57 years in the work, 
on Sunday morning, February 20th, 1881. 
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WINE GLASSES TURNED UPSIDE referred, found whisky and rum and 

]X)WN. ftll strong liquors on the sideboards 

■n.^ ^ ^ T --*..— ju. T^(i«»Tr n^v used at the ordination of ministers. 

JExtraetfrom a Lecture by Joseph Ck>oK) , , , ... i^. tt ^ 

Jrom Boston, America, deUvered in His soul burned withm hmi. Hepre- 

Manehester, to ike Tovng Men's pared the celebrated sermons to which 

Okrittian Association. you have made eloquent reference. 

SixiT or seventy years ago Dr. That was only two generations since. 

Lyman Beeoher, to whom yon, sir. To-day reform has progressed so far 
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that in the ednoated olasses, among 
presidents of colleges and professors 
in the universities, we count rather 
the men who are not total abstainers 
than those who are. I am speaking 
of the Northern States, not of the 
South and South-west, where slavery 
poisoned the land. We have hotels 
in Boston that sell liquor enough. 
We have fashionable establishments 
there for the entertainment of travel- 
lers, and which think they could not 
succeed financially if they did not 
depend on whisky ; but at one of the 
most fashionable of them there came 
together one hundred graduates of a 
New English college— Amherst, in the 
heart of Massachusetts — and wine- 
glasses were put at the sides of the 
plates, and every wineglass was 
turned upside down. Not a drop was 
nsed. Look at Yale College, which, 
with Harvard, niay be called what 
Oxford and Cambridge are in Great 
Britain . Harvard is as old as one or two 
of your Ci)ileges at Cambridge. There 
were one hundred and fifteen Yale 
graduates brought together this very 
last winter at a fashionable hotel in 
Boston, and I was told that with the 
exception of five or six Soathern men, 
and one or two from the extreme 
West, not a man used his wineglass. 
You say that is fanaticism. I am not 
asking you to become Americans. 
You have not the political reascms for 
educating your people in sobriety that 
we have ; but you may have in time. 
You ougiit to meditate on these 
things. (Applause.) One of the fore- 
most merchants in Boston said to 
me, " I am a man of moderate opinions 
on the subject of temperance. I do 
not know but that I sl>all be obliged 
to accede to the opinion of younger 
men than myself. I do not offer 
wine at my social entertainments. I 
expected a storm of reproach when I 
took this new departure, but at the 
end of the evening several guests took 
me into my library, six of them, one 
after another, and whispered in my 
ear that they were glad I was setting 
.such an example." That man has 
ships in all the zones. It did not 
surprise me that he had resolved to 
.set that example, although his opi- 
, zuons were those of an older time. He 
said among the hundreds of members 



of the LowM House of the Legislature 
that sits in Boston, only a very fe\y 
were accustomed to have strong drinks 
at social entertainments. The gover- 
nor follows the example, and nearly 
all his cabinet does the same. And 
it is quite possible to state that in 
Boston it is not considered an eecen- 
trioity to omit wine in social enter- 
tainments. There are clubs that 
dabble in wine. I ktiow how club* 
life may be glorified, and may be the 
centre of literary enthusiasm, and 
how it may become a political power ; 
I do not underrate its excellent traits ; 
but I know how club life may rot. 
(Hear, hear.) There are in Boston 
some clubs made up of fashionable 
men, which furnish wine and stronger 
liquors to their members ; but when a 
new olub was formed lately and an- 
nounced its purpose to do so, a storm 
of indignation arose. I believe every 
prominent temperance society in that 
city came out with a public manifesto 
against the club. Wendell Phillips 
penned a column of his keenest inveo^ 
tive, blaming the moderate clergy for 
not taking the position on this theme 
that the state of the times demanded* 
During the last ten years I have 
travelled much in America. I can 
count on tiie fingers of one hand the 
number of ministers at whose tables 
I have been offered wine. In fifteen 
years I have not seen more than &ve 
times the temptation- of vi ine under a 
minister's rOof. We count there the 
ministers who are not total abstainers. 
But rise higher. Herd is a man who 
commanded more men in tiie battle- 
field tlian any one general has ever 
done in history. They were raw 
levies, many of them ; but tliey had 
hard work to do, and some of them 
were not raw when ihey were dis- 
banded. The man was put into 
power, but in his youth he had been 
intemperate. When the war broke out 
his habits were very uncertain, at 
least so his best friends said ; and 
enormous anxiety prevailed lest bibs 
old ways should master him. He 
had come up put of the Mexican war. 
^e was known not to be entirely 
safe as to the bottle. He went 
through the Amerioan civil war. He 
.was eight years President of .the 
f Republic. >He has. xaade the toar ef 
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the world. He was received abroad 
with honours very rarely given to a 
private citizen of the United States. 
He was received, although a private 
citizeD, as if he was the legal repre- 
sentative of the American Union. 
After he left England he made up his 
mind to certain fashions, and he 
followed a rule of his own through 
Italy, Egypt, India, China and Japan, 
and what is more, through California, 
through his own State of Illinois, 
through all the North. Up to the 
present hoar, from the time he left 
England, General Grant turns the 
wineglass upside down. (Loud 
cheers.) His example is inspiriting ; 
and the youth of America look to this 
general. After all the temptations 
he has seen, after the trials he has 
been through, he is likely to know 
what is the best thing for him when 
he needs a cool head under terrible 
stress of work. He turns his wine- 
glass upside down at every public 
dinner, and refuses wine; he makes 
no speech, but points to the glass up- 
side down, and shakes his head. He 
is a total abstainer. It were disloyalty 
to the ideas of the best portion of 
American society were I not to speak 
of one bright conspicuous star now at 
the head of civil life in the United 
States. (Hear, hear.) You will allow 
me to go to the State of Ohio, the 
mother of Presidents. Women, there, 
educated in the Christian church, 
resolved to do something to limit 
the temptation of their children by 
intemperance. One of them was the 
wife of the Governor of the State. 
In process of time that Governor was 
translated to the Presidential chair. 
Drunkenness was only too common 
in certain fashionable circles in Wash- 
ington. From the great first President 
down to the last, intoxicating liquors 
had been put upon the social board 
in the White House. This woman 
was a Christian before she went into 
the White House ; she resolved to be 
one after entering it. She was a 
woman before, and she did not cease 
to be a woman when she found herself 
acting as wife of a President. She 
was a mother before, and she was a 
mother afterwards. One evening there 
was an unusual amount of wine and 
stronger liquors consumed at an enter- 



tainment, not under the roof of the 
White House, but at which many 
political dif2[nitaries were present. A 
scene of coarse merriment and carousal 
followed, which greatly disgusted both 
the President and his wife. She said 
to her husband, •* To-morrow night I 
am to give an entertainment. You 
know what we have seen. What if I 
leave all the wine off the table?*' 
" Why, you will disgust the foreign 
ambassadors, and our Secretary of 
State, Mr. Evarts. Nevertheless, if 
you wish to try the experiment," said 
President Hayes, ** now is a good 
time, for everybody is disgusted with 
what we saw last night. If you wish 
to try it, I have no great objection, 
for I must say you have a great deal 
of influence with this Administration.'* 
(Laughter and cheers.) And she did 
it, and succeeded, and it is the fashion 
in the White House to-day. (Cheers.) 
The Secretary, Mr. Evarts, did pro- 
test. He did say to this brave and 
beautiful woman, whose portrait is to 
be put in the Executive Mansion as a 
permanent memorial of what she has 
done there : " The Foreign Ministers 
will be disgusted." "Mr. Evarts," 
said the President's wife, '* wherever 
you are the representative of the 
United States, you will do as you 
please; but I must follow my con- 
victions, and when I entertain, the 
wineglass must be turned upside 
down." She was severely criticised 
for a week and a day, for a months 
and a year. In the last conversation 
I had with President Hayes — and I 
have not had many opportunities of 
conversing with him — I ventured to 
congratulate him on what had been 
accomplished in his household. ** Yes,'* 
said he, with emphasis, and with a 
look as if he was not ready to make 
any apology, ** we have turned a sharp 
comer on that matter in Washington, 
and I hope it is turned once for all." 
There is hope that the new Presi- 
dent's wife will follow the fashion. 
And so on the social heights in 
America, on the summit of fashion^ 
the wineglass has, in the face of all 
the world, and for the first time in 
history, been turned upside down, 
and America is not ashamed of that, 
neither do we propose to apologise for 
it or go back to the old ways. (Cheers.) 

I 
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At the meeting of both Houses of the 
Convocation of Canterbury, recently 
held, the differences of opinion on 
Church matters were warmly ex- 
pressed. Petitions had been presented 
to the Primate, signed on the one 
hand by the Dean of St. Paul's, and 
some thousands of clergy and others ; 
and on the other by Bishop Perry 
and those associated with him in op- 
position. In an address to both the 
assembled Houses, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury spoke upon the disputes 
which have occupied the attention of 
the law courts; and touching upon 
the position of the divided parties in 
the Church at the present time, urged 
that *'it was time the clergy left 
these matters relating to the outworks 
of the ecclesiastical system merely, 
and took up the work entrusted to 
their hands by the Apostles." 

Fbou a Parliamentary Paper just 
issued, the late election in the two 
divisions of the County of Durham 
oost the various candidates on the 
whole a total of jB4(>,199 13s. S^d. 

A NEW asteroid of the 11th magni- 
tude has been discovered. It is the 
220th of the group of small planets 
having their orbits between those of 
Mars and Jupiter. 

The House of Commons cannot be 
accused of having been impatient on 
matters relating to Ireland. During 
the last few weeks some correspon- 
dents of the papers have been curious 
to count up that various Irish mem- 
bers have delivered an aggregate of 
as many as from 800 to 1,000 
speeches. 

A BEBfABKABLB letter has been 
going the round of the papers as 
having been sent by Tuhiata, a New 
Zealand murderer, to the Governor of 
New Zealand. It is dated December 
23rd, 1880, and says, *' Gt), this letter 
of mine to the Governor. Friend, 

geeting, — I have heard that I am to 
I put to death on Wednesday, and I 
am willing to die on that day, but I 
have a word to say to you : Let my 
bad companions, your children, beer, 
ram, and other spirits die with me. 



Let those persons, beer, rum and 
other spirits die with me ; they led me 
to commit wrong, and now let us die 
together one death on the day that I 
am to die ; it will not be right thsfc 
they survive that day, but I and my 
bad companions should die together, 
lest they should remain to lead people 
to death ; but as I am to die let spirits 
die also ; do not leave any of its kind 
in the world ; let it be destroyed from 
the face of the earth lest it should 
remain to cause trouble to man ; mut 
would then be answerable' for his own 
troubles. If it was destroyed it woold 
be well ; man would then seek his own 
troubles ; then it would be well there 
would be no cause (for trouble). That 
is all. From Tuhiata." To dose 
these few words on the subject of 
Temperance, we add Thomas Ga^ 
lyle's temperance appeal to " free and 
independent voters." " No man op- 
presses thee, O free and independent 
franchiser ; but does not this stupid 
pewter-pot oppress thee? No son of 
Adam can bid thee come or go ; bat 
this absurd pot of heavy wet, this can 
and does ! Thou art the thrall, not 
of Cedric the Saxon, but of thy own 
brutal appetites and this scoured dish 
of liquor; and thou protest of thy 
liberty t Thou entire blockhead 1 " 

In answer to Marshal Moltke's 
apology in defence of war, to which 
we alluded in our last number, M. 
Steinheil, a Frenchman, says, rightly, 
*' By God's will all men are breUiren, 
and the grand duty of nations con- 
sists not in exhausting each other 
under the crushing burden of an armed 
peace, or meanwhile killing one an* 
other on fields of battle ; but, on the 
contrary, nations, like individuals, 
are called upon to mutual love and 
reciprocal advancement. War to evil 
under all its forms and ia aU its 
manifestations." 

Lieutenant and Commander De 
Hoghton, of Her Migesty's ship 
" Beagle,'* has been giving a valaable 
testimony as to the value pi the Wes- 
leyan missions being carried on by 
the Rev. George Brown, in New 
Britain, New Ireland, and Duke of 
York's group. " At all these stations 
(some twenty-nine in number) tlit 
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natiye teachers introdnoed by Mr. 
Brown can converse freely with the 
natives in their own language. I 
have, I believe, seen the whole of the 
teachers ; and as far as I can jadge 
they are a most respectable and wor- 
thy body of men. I have heard them 
conduct service and preach to a 
church full of natives, who outwardly 
certainly listened to what was said ; 
and amongst their number is an old 
New Britain chief, who is, I believe, 
a sincere convert to Christianity. 
These men, living as they do and 
associating with the natives, are a 
constant example to them of a better 
life than their own. The natives see 
the clean, well-built, roomy houses of 
the teacher. They see he has but 
one wife, who is treated as his equal, 
the man doing the hard work and the 
woman attending to the domestic 
dnties. They see them leading an 
industrious, quiet, orderly life, and in 
all respects better than their own; 
and they see and know they worship 
one Being unknown to them." 

The recent departure of Thomas 
Carlyle, at a very advanced age, 
reminds us that time eventually ter- 
lainates the longest lives. There was 
something very impressive about the 
annual visit of this renowned writer 
and thinker to the grave of his de- 
parted wife. The visit involved a 
Crney from Chelsea to the High-* 
ds of Scotland, to mourn ^*the 
ilight gone out of him." With this 
inend of John Stuart Mill there was 
evidently a craving for another sphere 
of existence. 

Since we last wrote, Methodist 
obituary has contained the names of 
T. Pennington, John Thomas, and 
Hobert Jackson, all names with which 
we were familiar in our younger days, 
and all of them worthy to be men- 
tioned as having in their various 
spheres served their generation well. 
Let those who still live, not forget to 
be " followers of them who through 
faith and patience now inherit the 

S remises." Nearly sixty years ago 
tobert Jackson travelled in the cir- 
cuit from which we write. The 
writer is not sufficiently old to have 
had any knowledge of him ; but there 
lore those still living who well remem- 



ber his early ministry and who speak 
of him with pleasure. 

It would be ungrateful of us not to 
be concerned at the failure of Dr. 
Pnnshon's health ; not only because 
of his connection with the Local 
Preachers' Association as an honorary 
member, but because of that cosmo- 
politan generosity of disposition 
which actuates him so remarkably. 
We sincerely hope that his return 
from the Continent will be speedy, 
and that when he returns he will da 
so quite convalescent. Every effort 
should be made to increase the mis- 
sionary funds, that the missionary 
committee, and especially the secre- 
taries, may be relieved from undue 
anxiety. 

. Some of the correspondents of the- 
Methodist Recorder write as if there 
was no resource for the Wesleystt- 
Methodist Connexion to rely upon 
whereby apparent difficulties may be 
surmounted. We have pointed out 
before, and say again, that the un- 
paid principle ne^s to be increa'* 
singly cultivated and encouraged. 
Mr. John Field, who represented the 
Local Preachers of America at the 
Local Preachers' meeting held in 
York last year, spoke of the hearty 
co-operation of Local Preachers and' 
Episcopal Methodist ministers in 
America, and that sentiment is reci- 
procated by the Local Preachers of 
England. When aggression is spo- 
ken of, the great metropolis is always 
brought to mind. It was only the 
other day that a superintendent 
minister said to the writer, '' When 
my son was in the country he had 
plenty of work as a Local Preacher, 
but since he has been residing in 
London he has not one appointment 
in six months.*' The Local Preacher 
to whom this observation referred, is 
a member of a firm of solicitors. If 
the Local Preachers are going to be 
thus neglected, it must be expected 
that they will either mark out a 
course of usefulness for themselves, 
or seek other associations where they 
can be employed. It is not to be ex- 
pected that young men whose hearts 
G'od hath touched with a burning love 
for their fellow men, can remain alto- 
gether idle. 
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A YEBT few more weeks will close 
the accounts of the Local Preachers' 
Association for the year. The Pre- 
ffident has marked out a successful 
ooarse for himself. His untired ex- 
ertion is bringing material aid. 
Indeed, he has already collected 
nearly ^£200. It will readily be be- 
lieved that the monthly statement 
regularly supplied by him, is the 
result of great labour, self-denial, and 
expense. Let others catch his spirit, 
and the Association will go on swim- 
mingly. 



Then let the borthen'd heart be free^ 

The tears of sorrow all be shed. 
And parents calmly bend to see 

The monmfal beanty of the dead r 
Thrice happy— that their infant bears 

To heayen no darkeniog stains of sin ; 
And only breathed life's morning airs, 

Before its evening storms begin. 

Farewell ! I shall not soon forget I 

Although thy heart hath ceased to beat. 
My memory warmly treasures yet 

Thy features calm and mildly sweet ; 
But no, that look is not the last. 

We yet may meet where seraphs dwell, 
Where love no more deplores the past, 

Nor breathes that withering woid— f are« 
well. 
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ON SEEING A DECEASED INFANT. 

BT W. O. B. PEABODT, AN AMERICAN AUTHOB. 

And this is death I how cold and still, 

And yet how lovely it appears ; 
Too cold to let the gazer smile, 

But far too beautiful for tears. 
The sparkling eye no more is bright, 

The cheek hath lost its rose-like red ; 
And yet it is with strange delight 

I stand and gaze upon the dead. 

But when I see the fair wide brow, 

Half shaded by the silken hair. 
That' never looked so fair as now. 

When life and health were laughing there. 
I wonder not that grief should swell 

So wildly upward in the breast, 
And that strong passion should rebel 

That need not, cannot be suppressed. 

I wonder not that parents' eyes 

In gazing thus grow cold and dim. 
That burning tears and aching sighs 

Are blended with the funeral hymn ; 
The spirit hath an earthly part, 

That weeps when earthly pleasure flies. 
And heaven would scorn the frozen heart, 

That melts not when the infant dies. 

And yet why mourn ? that deep repose 

Shall never more be broke by pain ; 
Those lips no more in sighs unclose, 

Those eyes shall never weep again. 
For think not that the blushing flower 

Shall wither in the churchyard sod, 
'Twas made to gild an angel's bower 

Within the paradise of God. 

Once more I gaze— and swift and far 
' The clouds of death and sorrow fly, 
I see thee like a new-bom star 

Move up thy pathway in the sky 
The star hath rays serene and bright, 

But cold and pale compared with thine : 
For thy orb shines with heavenly light, 

With beams unfailing and divine. 



Index Return ; or a Ready Heferenca 
Register. By John Todd, author 
of*' The Student's Manual," Ac. 
Edited, with additions, by C. Nktl, 
M.A., author of " The Expositor's 
Commentary, St. Paul's Epistle to 
the Romans." London: Charles 
Hicham, 27a, Farringdon Street. 
E.C. 1881. 

This is a book for a student, and a 
working student too. The author 
says in his introduction: "Should 
any one procure this book with the 
expectation that it will supersede 
labour and study, he will deserredly 
be disappointed. No plans or inven- 
tions can ever do that." 

The book is a large quarto post of 
fine cream wove paper, containing 
one hundred and forty-four leaves, 
ruled throughout, and nicely bound in 
Morocco cloth, lettered with double 
alphabets. 

First, — Here is one page entitled. 
No. 1, List of note books. 

Second.— Fo\a fpages, No. 2, List 
of books read. 

Third.— "Foixr pages, No. 3, List of 
books to be read. 

Fourth.— Tova: pages, No. 4. List 
of texts and themes for discourses. 

-FV/i5A»— Index to topics and themes. 
Two pages. 

A more complete apparatus for the 
young preacher to use we never saw. 
It is not at all unlikely that when he 
opens on page six he may feel him- 
self rebuked, for the compiler says : 
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*'Bead nothing which is not worth 
remembering, and wMoh yon may not 
wish hereafter to review." Few of us 
can say that we have not read any- 
thing not worth rememhering. He 
goes on to say further : " Have your 
Index at hand ; and, when you meet 
with anything of interest, just note it 
down," 

We should say to the young 
preacher, get this book if you mean 
to be a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, "rightly dividing the 
words of truth." 



SPixsallaiurms* 



BEMABEABLE FROSTS. 

Fbost Faib, held on the Thames 
from January 3l8t to February 6th, 
1814, with a copper-plate engraving. 
London : Pahlished November 18th, 
1814, by R. S. Kirby, 11, London 
Honse Yard, St. Paul's. 

We are informed that large quan- 
tities of ice had floated up the river 
on Sunday, January 30th, and on the 
return of the tide it came down again 
in such masses, that at London 
Bridge the arches were not wide 
enough to enable it to pass ; in con- 
sequence of which it completely 
choked up the Thames between Lon- 
don and Blackfriars Bridges. Before 
the tide could return it became wedged 
BO close together that it was im- 
movable, and on Monday morning, 
the Slst, several persons crossed the 
river, and their example was followed 
by a multitude of men and boys, 
that reached in a continuous Ime 
from Queen Street Stairs to Bank- 
side. 

As the frost continued and the ice 
became stronger, there was a com- 
plete path or grand street from Bank- 
side to Queen Street and Queenhithe, 
^th a board nailed on a flagstaff, 
calling it the *' New City Road." 
Each person that passed paid the 
waterman a penny to go down a plank 
upon the ice. 

There was another principal path 
from Bridge Street side of Black- 
friars Bridge to the centre arch of 
London Bridge, in a serpentine or 



zigzag direction; these two paths 
carried persons as thick as they could 
walk. There were also paths from 
other stairs, but not so fully attended ; 
in these there were about thirty 
booths, hoisting the flags of all na- 
tions, and painted with Cherokee 
taste, erected for the sale of porter, 
spirits, gingerbread, and other eat- 
ables. 

Most of the booths had some sort 
of entertainment besides eating and 
drinking; some with a fiddler, dan- 
cing ; others at skittles, &c., and all 
with fires. In the principal paths 
were a great many shops and stalls 
for the sale of all sorts of toys, trin- 
kets, gingerbread, &c. 

There were several printing presses, 
both for letter-press and copper-plate 
printing, which found plenty of cus- 
tomers to buy their labours in prose 
and verse. 

One of these printers addressed the 
spectators in the following terms : 

"Friends, now is your time to 
support the freedom of the press. 
Can the press have greater liberty ? 
Here you find it working in the mid- 
dle of the Thames, and if you encour- 
age us by buying our impressions, we 
will keep it going in the true spirit of 
liberty during the frost." 

One of the articles printed and sold 
contained the following lines :— 

" Behold the Biver Thames is frozen o*er. 
Which lately ships of mighty burden 

bore; 
Now different arts, and pastimes here 

yon see, 
But printing claims superiority." 

" Printed to commemorate a severe 
frost. The Thames presenting a 
complete field of ice between London 
and Blackfriars Bridges. A fair is 
this day (February 4, 1814) held, and 
the whole space between the two 
bridges covered with spectators." 

Here is another rhyme from another 
printing-ofQce :— • 

" Fbost Faib. 

<( Amidst the arts which on the Thames 
appear, 
To tell the wonders of this icy year. 
Printing claims prior place, which at one 

view, 
Erects a monnment to Frost and yon.*' 

"Printed on the river Thames, 
February 4th, in the 54th reign of 
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King George III., Anno Domini 
1814." 

Every vendor of the different com- 
modities gave bis customer some 
token printed for the occasion. On 
Thursday, the 3rd, a sheep was 
roasted near Bankside. The admis- 
sion to the booth where this took 
place was sixpence each. There 
were two swings on the ice which met 
with a few customers. There was a 
barge fixed in the ice near the centre 
arch of London Bridge ; it was taken 
possession of by a party with a 
fiddler, who hoisted a flag and made 
fluarzy. 

Every hour increased the number 
of visitants and amusements till 
Saturday, Feb. 5th, when the news- 
papers began to warn people of the 
danger of a sudden thaw upon the 
then state of the tide, and the Lord 
Mayor also issued orders for all 
liooths to be struck on Saturday 
evening ; in consequence many with- 
drew, though several remained to a 
wry late hour. On Sunday, Febru- 
iiry 6th, at two o'clock in the morning, 
on the flowing of the tide, a dreadful 
M^plosion took place. Nothing could 
describe the crush; in a moment 
everythins flew the same way, as if 
a sudden blast of gunpowder had ex- 
ploded. Barges, lighters, wherries, 
and other kinds of vessels were 
dashed to pieces ; several barges ly- 
ing off Queenhithe, Paul's Wharf, and 
the Three Cranes, were broken in 
Iwo; and the immense large piles, 
full eighteen inches square, that they 
were fastened to, were snapped asun- 
der. Although much damage was 
done and many persons were in great 
peril, yet there were no lives lost. 

The Thames at nine o'clock on 
Sunday morning resembled the deso- 
late prospect of the northern seas, 
wrecks and masses of ice floating 
wd driving about in the greatest 
fury. Everything left of the fair had 
vanished away. 

On Friday a fair was also held upon 
tike ice at Chiswick, a great num- 
ber of booths and shows being fitted 
^p on the Thames. 

** The destinies of our race depend 
more on its future mothers than on 
fmything else." — Binney, 



THE NEW BUBIALS BILL. 
viRST arTBBiaBrT in amblbbidb undbb 

IBIS ACT. 

A FUNEBAL ceremony was conducted 
lately, which attracted unusual at- 
tention, because it was the first in 
Ambleside to which the permissive 
clauses of the new Burials Act are 
applicable. It is matter for con- 
(pratulation that the two representa- 
tive ministers in this parish — Church 
of England and Wesleyan — are able 
and willing to act fraternally when- 
ever an appropriate occasion presents 
itself, and this has recently been 
most pleasingly manifested at the 
interment of Miss VS^oodend, a 
member of one of the families wor- 
shipping at the Wesleyan Chapel. 

Shortly after two o'clock on the 
above day, a number of those in* 
terested assembled at the deceased's 
xesideuce, Bydal Boad, where, after 
singing one of Wesley's hymns, a 
procession was formed, the Bev. M. 
Ingle preceding the bier. On ap- 
proaching the gates of the Wesleyan 
Chapel, the minister, as is customaiyi 
read a portion of the burial servioe^ 
commencing, *' We brought nothing." 
The corpse was then taken into the 
schoolroom attached to the chapel, 
where the Kev. M. Ingle read the 
lesson from 1 Corinthians xv., 20th 
and following verses. He then de« 
livered a suitable address, and said :— • 

" I saw her within an hour or two of 
her death, and heard her testimony, 
*To be with Christ would be &r 
better.' There was not the shadow 
of a doubt, and she was quite calm in 
the immediate prospect of entering 
the world of spirits. During a long 
affliction, she was enabled by Uie 
grace of God to possess her soul in 
patience. I never heard anything 
like murmuring or repining. I know 
that she keenly felt the trial of being 
laid aside from the activities of life-- 
some of her earthly hopes were 
blighted — some of her purposes 
broken off — but she was strengthened 
to submit and to say, * Not my will, 
but Thine be done.* 

'* But while this is an occasion of 
deep solemnity, it is also one of 
peculiar and special interest, beoanse 
this is the first interment ia thi^ 
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parish under the new Burials Act. 
We are to-day placing onrselves in 
harmony with the law of our country, 
which now permits the minister of 
each denomination of Christians to 
conduct the funeral services of the 
deceased memhers of his congregation 
when it is desired to bury them in 
either the churchyards or the con- 
secrated parts of the parochial ceme- 
teries. And through the kindness 
and courtesy of the Vicar of Amble- 
side, who has always manifested a 
dedre to bridge over any non-essential 
distinction between us, we have the 
assurance of his concurrence in the 
course we are adopting, and may 
hope for his association with us when 
we go to the grave. And for the 
same reason the use of the church 
bell has been granted. It is hoped 
that the service of to-day will 
strengthen the bonds of Christian 
onion and promote the glory of Him 
who is Head over all things to His 
Church." 

Prayer was then offered that the 
moumfal event might be blessed to 
the living, by leading them to prepare 
for dyings 

The company then proceeded 
towards St. Mary's Church, and was 
met at the gates by the Hev. J. W. 
Aston, M.A., vicar, who walked 
before the bier into the church, and 
read the sentences with which the 
Order for the Burial of the Dead 
commences. The body was con- 
veyed, without any deviation from 
custom, into St. Mary's, where the 
Vicar read the 90th Psalm, and 
afterwards briefly addressed the con- 
gregation. He remarked that it 
seemed fit, as they met together 
under special circumstances, that 
some words should be said by him as 
minister of that church. All present 
would be aware that a change had 
lately taken place in the form of 
burial. That afternoon he felt sure 
they would all have their thoughts 
directed from the consideration of 
what had taken place regarding the 
W. They should rather think of 
this as the committal of the remains 
of one to the ground of the parish 
churchyard. Let one and all as 
they gathered round the graveside 
Wy all minor differences of opinion, 



and meet together as members of the 
Church of Christ. They were about 
to commit one to the ground whom 
he could not but describe as one who 
would be laid to rest in sure and 
certain hope of everlasting life. 

The coffin was then taken to the 
graveside, where the Kev. M. Ingle 
read the Burial Service, the Vicar 
associating by reading the concluding 
collect and pronouncing the Benedic- 
tion. 

In conclusion, the Bev. M. Ingle' 
gave out the 940th hymn in the 
Wesleyan Hymn Book, which was 
harmoniously sung, and seemed to 
express the sentiments and desires of 
those present : and thus appropriately 
closed a most interesting service 
which will long abide pleasantly and 
profitably in the memory of those 
who had the opportunity of attending 
it, and which, by the order, devout- 
ness, and mutual arrangement evi- 
dent throughout the whole pro- 
ceedings, indicated a desire to 
manifest the teaching of the 133rd 
Psalm, '* Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity ! " 



THE LATE . DEAR " DOMESTIC 
INSTITUTION " OF AMERICA. 

I SHALL never forget a scene which 
took place in the city of St. Louis, 
while I was in slavery. A man and 
his wife, both slaves, were brought 
from the country to the city for sale. 
They were taken to the rooms of Austin 
and Savage, auctioneers. Several 
slave speculators, who are always to 
be found at auctions where slaves are 
to be sold, were present. The man 
was first put up, and sold to the 
highest bidder. The wife was next 
ordered to ascend the platform. I 
was present. She slowly obeyed the 
order. The auctioneer commenced^ 
and soon several hundred dollars were 
bid. My eyes were intently fixed on 
the face of the woman, whose cheeks 
were wet with tears. But a conver- 
sation between the slave and his new 
master attracted my attention.' I 
drew near them to listen. The slave, 
was begging his new master to pur- 
chase Ms wife. Said he, " Master, if 
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you will only buy Fanny, I know you 
will get the worth of your money. 
She is a good cook, a good washer, 
and her last mistress liked her very 
much. If you will only buy her, how 
happy I shall be !" The new master 
repUed that he did not want her, but 
if she sold cheap, he would purchase 
her. I watched the couDtenance of 
the man, while the different persons 
were bidding on his wife. When his 
new master bid on his wife, you 
could see the smile upon his counte- 
nance, and the tear stop ; but as soon 
as another would bid, yoa could see 
his countenance change, and the tears 
start afresh. From this change of 
countenance, one could see the work- 
ings of the inmost soul. But this sus- 
pense did not last long ; the wife was 
struck off to the highest bidder, who 
proved not to be the owner of her 
husband. As soon as they became 
aware that they were to be separated, 
they both burst into tears ; and as she 
descended from the auction stand, the 
husband, walking up to her and taking 
her by the hand, said, " Well, Fanny, 
we are to part for ever on earth. You 
have been a good wife to me. I did 
all that I could to get my new master 
to buy yoa ; but he did not want you ; 
and all I have to say is, I hope you 
will try to meet me in heaven. I 
shall try to meet you there." The 
wife made no reply ; but her sobs and 
cries told too well her own feelings. 
I saw the countenances of a number 
of whites who were present, and whose 
eyes were dim with tears at hearing 
the man bid his wife farewell. — 
Narrative of William W, Brown, a 
fugitive slave, published at Boston in 
1848. 
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Twelve o'clock already ! is it pos- 
sible ? " exclaimed a young girl, as 
she threw herself with an air of 
weariness into a chair in her own 
room. ** What is there to show for a 
morning's work? Yet I have not 
been one moment idle, nor have I be- 
fore sat down to rest." The speaker 
happened to be that one member of a 
household so often to be met with, 
especially jn large families, who has 
no specific work to occupy a whole or 



even a portion of the day, but to 
whose share, in consequence, fall all 
the minor duties ; small, • indefinite 
pieces of work left undone by the 
other members of the household. 
These, small and apparently of no 
account in themselves, are yet neces- 
sary in their fulfilment for the good 
and comfort of all. Like many others, 
she yearned for more definite- work, 
work that would show; she sought 
for result in her labours. Such, 
however, she could not have, and 
without it she often, as on this day, 
fancied herself of no use, and became 
too frequently depressed without 
cause. This was a mistake. As she 
lay back in her chair, with the cry, 
<<What is there to show?" the 
thought struck her, *' I will recall all 
I have done this morning, it will be a 
little satisfaction. Let me see : first, 
I trimmed the lamps." Something 
at this moment checked her, and, re- 
peating the words aloud, *' trimmed 
the lamps," she paused, for her mind 
was recalhug Matt. xxv. (the parable 
of the ten virgins). Whilst pausing, 
conscience spoke, and she fancied she 
heard the words repeated, ** trimmed 
the lamps," with the question, '* But 
hast thou trimmed thy lamp ? The 
lamps of the household have been 
duly cared for, but what of thine own, 
that lamp which God has entrusted 
to thee, and which He expects thee 
to keep ready for Him?" Startled 
by the voice within, she took her 
Bible and opened it at the chapter 
named, determined to examine self 
by its light. As she read in humility 
and prayer, the Holy Spirit con- 
vinced her that she had allowed the 
oil of her own lamp to run out, in 
thus yielding to a spirit of discontent 
and depression because the work 
marked out for her was '* scrap " 
work, not that of her own choice nor 
to her natural taste. She saw now 
that her lamp, if not extinguished, 
had yet become dim; that she was 
failing to let her *' light so shine be- 
fore men" that they might see her 
" good works " and glorify God. 
Humbled under a sense of her sin, 
she knelt at the throne of grace, con- 
fessed her fault, and besought pardon 
with renewed grace— Le., fresh oil 
for her lamp— from the Giver of all 
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O-ood, and descended from her room, 
determined to let her lamp burn be- 
fore men, content that her work, with 
its results, should be in God*s hands 
alone. 



LITTLE ONE'S KINDNESS. 

Madame ds Genlis relates the follow- 
ing anecdote in her admirable work 
of the '* Little Emigrants : *' '* One 
morning, when we came to the mill, 
we did not find Lolotte, who was in 
the fields ; while we were waiting for 
her, mj father and I conversed with 
the miller's wife. I had brought 
seyeral playthings for Lolotte ; and 
the miller's wife, laughing, told me 
that they would not please her so 
well as a little flour. ' How ? * said I. 
:She replied, * For three weeks Lolotte 
has cared for nothing but heaping up 
flour; every morning she comes to beg 
some of my husband, who gives her a 
handful ; besides this she invents a 
thousand little schemes to get some 
from me ; and when she sees me in a 
good humour, or when I caress her, I 
^am sure she is going to say, ' Give me 
a little flour.' The other day we had 
made some muffins, and I carried one 
to her; her first movement was to 
take it, and then she considered, and 
said, ' Keep your muffin, and give a 
little flour.' * This is odd,' said my 
iftther ; ' and what does she do with 
all this flour ? ' ' She has asked us 
for a large sack,' replied the miller's 
wife, ' and there she puts it ; the sack 
is hy her bedside, and it must now be 
almost full.' During this conversa- 
tion I said nothing ; but reflecting 
i^on it, and perfectly knowing Lolotte, 
I guessed the cause. I remembered 
that I had often come to see her with 
Monsieur and Madame d'Ermont; 
that we had frequently spoken of 
France before her; that Monsieur 
d'Ermont had mentioned the scarcity 
of bread, and had said that the 
ooonter-revolution would be efiected 
by famine. I doubted not but Lolotte's 
«tore of flour had some connection 
with this, but lest I might be de- 
eeiyed, I kept silence. At last Lolotte 
zetumed from her walk ; after having 
•embraced us, she sat upon the knee 
of my father, who did not fail to ques- 



tion her with regard to the flour. 
Lolotte blushed, and evaded answer- 
ing by saying we would laugh at her ; 
but when she was closely pressed to 
explain herself, I saw her counten- 
ance take that moving expression 
which it always has when she is going 
to cry; and then she said, wilh a 
broken voice, 'It is because I knew 
that very soon there would be no 
more bread in France, and I want to 
send a provision of flour to my nurse, 
Caillett.' " 



THE LOBDSHIP OF MAN. 

ScBiFTUBE is no story of the material 
universe. A single chapter is enough 
to tell us that " God made the heaven 
and the earth." Man is the central 
figure there ; or to speak more truly, 
the only figure ; all that is there beside 
serves but as a background for 
him. He is not part of the furniture 
of the planet, not the highest merely 
in the scale of the creatures, but the 
lord of all ; sun, moon, and stars, and 
all the visible creation borrowing all 
their worth and their significance from 
the relations wherein they stand to him. 
Such he appears there in the ideal 
worth and dignity of his unfallen con- 
dition ; and even now, when only a 
broken fragment of the sceptre with 
which once he ruled the world remains 
in his hand, such he is commanded 
to regard himself still. 

Abp. Trench. 



CHUECH STATISTICS. 

Tuesday, Feb. 8, 1881, the Annual 
Church Meeting was held at the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle. Increase 
by baptism 314 ; by letter 101 ; by 
profession 38 — Total, 453. Decrease 
by dismission 142 ; by dismission to 
form new church at Tooting 6 ; by 
joining other churches with letters 
60 ; emigrated 12 ; died 75 ; exclu- 
ded for non-attendance 106 ; removed 
for other causes 5— Total 399, leav- 
ing a net increase of 54, and making 
the number of members on the books 
5,284. — Sword and Trowd^ March^ 
1881. 
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WHO IS SUFFICIENT FOB THESE 
THINGS? 

The writer of these few words has 
often gone to his Sabhath-day work as 
taking np *' a orots ; " and although 
he remembers to have read of the 
Bev. Dayid Stoner as writing bitter 
things against himself, while at the 
very same time the town in which he 
was stationed was ringing in admira- 
tion of his eloquent and admirable 
discourses, he was not prepared for 
the following, till in his course of 
reading he fell upon it the other day. 
It was a remark made by the late 
Bey. Thomas Jackson on the loss of 
his partner in life : " When I re- 
turned home on the Sunday evening, 
after my pulpit labours, there was 
none to whom I could with equal 
freedom express my thankfulness for 
the comfort I had felt in the service 
of God, or my regrets under the con- 
sciousness of my defects." If an able 
minister of the New Testament like 
Thomas Jackson felt his defects, no 
wonder that many Local Preachers 
should from time to time be feeling. 
Who is sufficient for these things f 
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CONTINENTAL SUNDAT. 

An American traveller abroad, 
writes : — " Whatever else Vienna may 
have, she has certainly no Sabbath. 
Unless the traveller keeps a close 
watch of the lapse of time, he will 
himself forget the recurrence of Sun- 
day : for there is nothing here — as in 
most Continental cities — to remind 
him when the Lord's Day has come. 
We have been in Vienna two Sabbaths, 
and outside of our own party and a 
few American and English travellers, 
we have not heard any suggestion 
of the day. Traffic, work, amuse- 
ments and worldly occupations have 
gone on just the same on the rest 
day, as on the work days. Indeed, the 
theatres and the dance-houses do a 
better business than on any other day. 
The Catholic Church (for nearly 
everybody here is a Roman Catholic) 
has services on the Sabbath, and small 
audiences gather; but the noise of 
business outside drowns the voice of 
prayer. Continental Europe has vir- 
tHally set aside the fourth command- 
ment. — Weekly Review^ Nov. 15, 1879. 
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APBIL. 

Thb sun rises on the 1st at thirty- 
eight minutes after five, and sets at 
thirty-one minutes after six. On the 
3dth the Run rises at thirty-seven 
minutes after four, and sets at nine- 
teen minutes after seven. The day 
lengthens during the month one 
hour and one minute in the morn* 
ing, and forty-eight minutes in the 
evening. Total increase of light 
in the month, one hour forcy-niae 
minutes. 

Full moon on the 14th at fif^ 
minutes after eleven in the momiiig. 
New moon on the 28th twenty-four 
minutes after ten in the morning*. 
She is nearest to the earth on the 
19th at midnight, and most distant 
from it on the 7th. 

Mercury is a morning star, rising 
on the 1st at thirty-nine minates 
before sunrise. She is near the moon 
on the 26th at about midnight. 

Venus is an evening star, setting 
on the Ist at lOh. 34m. p.m. ; setting 
on the last day of the month at -fifty- 
one minutes alter sunset. She is near 
the moon on the 1st, and again oift. 
the 28th. 

Mars is a morning star, rising on 
the 1st one hour and eight minutes* 
before the sun. On the 30th, one- 
hour twenty-one minutes before the 
sun. He is near the moon on the- 
24th. 

Jupiter sets on the let one honr- 
twenty-seven minutes after snnset. 
He rises seven minutes before the- 
sun on the last day. He is near 
Saturn on the 22nd, and near the sun* 
on the same day, and near the moon 
on the 28th. 

Saturn sets on the 1st one honr 
thirty-three minutes after sunset. He 
rises at about sunrise on the 29th. 
He is near the sun and Jupiter on 
the 22nd, and ne ar the moon 
28th. 

High water at London Bridge on 
the 1st fifteen minutes alter three ts6l 
the morning, and thirty-five minatos 
after three in the afternoon. On tiie 
last day of the month at fifty minotM 
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After two in the morning, and ten 
minutes after three in the afternoon. 

''ALL THT W0BK8 PRAISE THEE. 
LORD." 

"The strain upraise of joy and praise, 

Alleliiia. 
To the gloiy of their Emg 
Shan the ransomed people sing, 

AllAlwia , 



And the ohoirs that dwell on high 
Shall re-eoho through the dcy, 

Allelnia. 
They in the rest of Paradise who dwelL 
The blessed ones, with joy the chorus 

swell, Alleluia. 

The planets on their heavenly way, 
The shining eonstellations join, and say. 

Alleluia. 
Godescalcus (A.D. 870). 
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PRESZDENrS LETTER.— No 10. 

Aylesbury, Maroh 14. 

Vy Deab Bbo. Sims, — Since I last 
wrote to you I have been to Swaffham, 
Saham Tony, and Thetford, to re- 
mind the good Methodist folks of the 
wants of our poor old men, and they 
Texy liberally responded to my ap- 
peius. They have promised to do 
better for the future. I have no doubt 
if all our looal seoretaries would only 
work like my dear Brother Hardy, 
things, even in Norfolk, would soon 
look better. He is always at work. 
Wo shall not soon forget the kindness 
of the Rev. G^o. Buckley, and -the 
ereat interest he manifested in our 
Association ; also the Mayor of Thet- 
lofd and his good wife, who did a 
^reat deal to make our visit a happy 
and successful one. The Lord reward 
them. A few kind and loving hearts 
have responded to my wishes, and it 
gives me great joy to be able to send 
yon another list amidst all the 
struggling cirouits of our beloved 
liethodi^. 

ag 8. d. 

Xhetford Meeting, less ex- 
penses 5s 2 1 

iff. A. Atwood, Esq., Castle 
Donnington 1 1 

T. G. Waterhouse, Esq., ... 2 2 

Xidward Westwood, Esq., 

Surbiton ViUa 5 

Mr. £. Jarrow, Aylesbury... 110 

fi. Clifford, Esq., Watford... 110 

Mm Prooter, Esq., Riok- 
mansworth ••• ... 1 1 

Mr. W. Ling, Old Ford Road, 
fiadcney ... ... ... 10 

Thomas Roads, Esq. ... .6. 



Henry Monk, Esq., London 
Lane, Hackney 10 

Mr. E. Walley, Kingston- 
on-Thames 5 9' 

Richard Lloyd, Jun., Esq., 
New Town 110 

Rev. Paul Clarke, Brill ... 1 

Frederick Crowley, Esq., 
Alton, Hants 1 1 

Mr. Thomas Prior, Old 
Ford, E 5 

William Baldwin, Esq., 
Tonbridge 10 

£18 14 ^ 
I am, dear Bro. Sims, 
Yours truly, 

C. S. Maddeb. 
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Nbw Honorart Members. 

Mr. F. Strange, Wimborne. 

Mr. C. Gould, 

Mr. Joseph Sims, 

Mr. T. B. Sutton, 

Mr. Abraham Birtwell, Clayton- 
le-Moors. 

Mr. Lloyd, Liverpool. 

Mr. G. C. Durrant, Watton, Nor- 
folk. 



LETTER FROM BRO. BOWRON TO 
THE aENERAL COMMITTEE. 

Chbistchurch, New Zealand,. 
Jan. 25, 1881. 

My Dear Brethren, — ^It is now 
thirteen weeks since we left the old 
country, and a wide circle of kind 
friends whom we do not expect to 
see any more until we meet in that 
world where the tear-drop never falln^ 
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and the parting pangs are felt no 
more. 

I have this day, for the first time, 
ventared to read over the endnring 
memorial of your affectionate regards, 
and notwithstanding the distance of 
time and space, I can no more stay 
the tears &om falling than I conld 
that evening when we shook hands 
and said farewell. 

Believe me. dear brethren, I had 
no expectation of receiving this costly 
expression of your kindness ; certain 
it is, I have no claim on the ground 
of merit. What I may have said or 
done on behalf of the Matnal-Aid 
Association has its roots in what I 
conceive to be a selfish motive, for 
▼erily there is a loxnry in doing good. 
While we are searching after and 
promoting the happiness of others, we 
invariably find our own. From the 
beginning of the Association oar ob- 
ject has been one, viz., to shelter the 
homeless, clothe the naked, and feed 
the hungry. 

I feel '* there is a beautiful magic 
in words.'' Whose pen executed 
this beautiful thought I know not ; to 
me it sounds like a resurrection of 
lost times. Places, persons, sayings, 
and doings of other days which seemed 
buried and forgotten start into being 
and assume new forms of life. Here 
I am compelled to pause, for the eye 
gets dim and watery at the remem- 
brance of such friends as James Wild, 
Thomas Cuthbertson, and a host of 
distinguished names who have left us 
to sow precious seeds on the sands of 
time, while they reap the golden grain 
on the broad harvest fields of Eter- 
iiity. 

Our monthly meeting and annual 
gatherings were generally refreshing 
faeasons, and full of stirring incident. 
We never can forget the kind friends 
who received us, and studied only our 
comfort during the days of our 
sojourn among them. 

Be sure I shall not forget the third 
Sabbath in June, when you assemble 
in Sheffield. * That noble branch 
never failed to respond to our loud 
calls for help, and I am persuaded 
that with such men as Bro. Cole it 
never will. I feel persuaded you will 
have a glorious soul-stirring meeting. 
J[f I had wings strong enough and 



fleet enough I would sweep over tho 
fifteen thousand miles of sea, that I 
might be present with you once again 
on such an occasion. I hope my 
Bro. Chamberlain will present my 
kind regards to all the dear friends of 
the Association, and tell them that it 
is only a piece of cumbrous clay 
which keeps me away from yonr 
annual meeting. 

I thank you, dear brethren, for 
these expressions of your kindness. 
I value them more dian perishing 
gold, and be sure this album will be 
handed on from sire to son for gene- 
rations yet to come. 

The good people here are crying 
aloud for preachers. I tell them to 
wait patiently and I will introduce 
sixty to their notice, from whom they 
can make their selection. 

I have just told Mrs. B. I shonld 
give you an invitation to come, as on 
former occasions. She gave me a 
significant move of the head, and with 
a tremulous accent said, *' Will they 
come ?" " Who knows ?" " One thing 
leads to another." 

I am, dear brethren, 

Affectionately yours, 

W. BOWRON. 

[Other communioatiotu will appear 
next month,"} 

TO THE HONOBABY MEMBEBS OF 
TSE LOCAL FBEACHERS' MUTUAL- 
AID ASSOCIATION. 

March 7th, 1881. 

Dear Bbethbsn, — I am sure you will 
all have read with much pleasure the 
very noble promise of our Treasurer 
(John Carter, Esq.), to give one 
hundred pounds, on certain conditions, 
towards increasing the Capital Fund, 
the interest of which is devoted to 
giving our dear old annuitants an 
extra sum at Christmas. The reason 
will be generally understood, viz., 
that the present fund is insnffieient 
to give 10s. to each. 

Since the last committee meeting, I 
have thought the matter over, and as 
it seems to me, our annuitants aie 
certain to grow in number, and bv- 
and-bye another effort will iiave to be 
made on behalf of this 
fund. 
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I beg to suggest that the present 
Christmas fund remain as it is, that 
the gifts be distribnted annually as 
far as they will go, to the oldest of 
the annuitants (as at present), and 
that an effort be made at onee, so to 
increase the ordinary fund, that the 
next annual meeting will see its way 
to grant 88. per week to the most 
necessitous cases. 

My appeal therefore to you, dear 
brethren, as honorary members, is 
this, that we each make an effort to 
double our Bubioription this year, 
leaving to those who can afford it, to 
make larger contributions — ^and very 
many can. 

I take it to be unwise to have 
separate funds in our Association, if 
we can do without; but if we can 
considerably increase the weekly 
allowance, we shall be doing more 
service to the annuitants ; and I think 
I can already hear the cheer there 
will be at Sheffield, when the vote 
passes for 8s. a week. 

I am, dear Brethren, 

Yours affectionately, 

G. C. Amphlbtt. 



WESLEYAN METHODIST LOCAL 

FBEACHBBS' MUTUAL-AID 

ASSOCUTION. 

NotieeB of Motion for the considera- 
tion of the Annual Mebting, to be 
held in Sheffield, commencing 
Monday, June 20, 1881. 

1. To make a rule requiring the 
Trustees to send a copy of the report 
and balance-sheets yearly to the 
Conference, or annual assemblies of 
the bodies whose local preachers are 
eligible fcnr membership in our Asso- 
ciation. — Thomas Chamberlain. 

2. To add a clause to Rule 29, 
which shall make all annuitants 
exempt from the payment of sub- 
scriptions. — J. Milsom. 

3. To divide the Sick and Funeral 
Fund fxom the Annuitant, or Bene- 
volent Fund, and to provide — 

a. That a certain proportion of 
the dividends from invest- 
ments be paid yearly (say 
one-half) to eai^ fund, so 
separated. 



h* Or, that the said investments 
be equally divided between 
the said funds. 

e. To provide that the working 
expenses shall be divided 
equally, and so paid by each 
fund. — Thos. Chamberlain. 

4. To provide for a sliding scale of 
payments and receipts by the mem- 
bers, as follows, viz., members paying 
as now, to receive as now ; members 
paying 4s. per quarter to receive 10s. 
per week; members paying 68. per 
quarter to receive 15s. per week.— 
J. Milsom. 

5. To add a clause to Bule 59 
requiring a two-thirds majority of 
votes given, before any alteration of 
the rules can be made. — Thomas 
Chamberlain. 

6. To increase annuities to 8s. per 
week. 

7. To omit ''or Independent " firom 
Bule 2. — A. R. Johnson. 

- 8. That Rule 29 read as follows— 
A subscription of fifteen shillings 

Eer annum shall be paid by each 
enefit member. The payments to 
be made quarterly, in the months of 
January, April, July, and October. 

9. That Rule 36 read as follows — 
The allowance to members in sick- 
ness shall be 10s. per week for the 
first twenty-six weeks, and 7s. per 
week for the succeeding twenty-six 
weeks. Any member relinquishing 
his sick pay, and afterwards claiming 
relief within six calendar months, 
shall receive a continuance of the 
same weekly amount that he waa 
receiving until the number of weeks 
be fulfilled as above. Should the 
affliction of any member assume a 
more permanent form, the general 
committee shall have power in such 
cases to allow a weekly sam, not ex- 
ceeding 5s. If a member relinquish 
the last-named weekly amount under 
this Rule, an interval of twelve 
months must elapse before he can 
claim the full sick pay of 10s. per 
week. Such alterations to commence 
in the month of January, 1882. — J. 
Rose. 

10. That Rule 55 be rescinded.-— 
£. Benson. 

11. Role 42 to read : The General 
Committee shall have power, in oases 
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of extreme poverty, to alloys the 
utridows of local preaohera (deceased 
members of the Association) a weekly 
sum not exceeding 8s. 6d. — F. J. 
Littlewood. 

12. The following alterations in 
the proposed Trust Deed are sug- 
gested by the Manchester Branch, 
"Viz. — 

. In line 24 of the preamble to leave 
oat the words " or Independent" 

In line 39 of third eolnmn, after 
** Chairman and Secretary," to add 
^'and two members of the Com- 
mittee." 

In line 25 of fourth column, after 
*' sickness,'* to insert ** extreme tem- 
poral necessity." 

13. Kule 3 to read, *' The objects 
of the Association shall be to afford 
relief to its members .in sickness, 
extreme poverty, and old age, also to 
'provide a sum of money payable aft 
death, and to give relief to the needy 
widows ot deceased members.*' 

U. Bale 19. The words '* in Lon- 
don " to be struck out. 

16. To add to Bole 48. '* No mem- 
ber retained under this Bale shall 
have any claim to superannuation 
allowance." 

16. The following as a new Role. 
V Any member who, by unforeseen or 
unavoidable circumstances, other 
than personal affliction, shall be 
brought into extreme poverty, may 
apply for relief through the secretary 
of his branch, to the general com- 
mittee, according to Form No. — • 
The grants to any brother under this 
Bale not to exceed £2 in the same 
year, 

** Form of Application. * Extreme 
poverty. No. 

*' ' Dear Brother, — ^Being brought 
into extreme poverty in consequence of 

, I apply through you to the 

general committee of the Local 
Preachers* Matual Aid Association 
for their early and kind consideration 
of my case. — I am, yours truly, &c.* 

''No relief to be granted until full 
particulars of the case are laid before 
the Committee, signed by the secre- 
tary and one other member of the* 
branch." — A. Andrew. 

17. In Bule 15 to add, *' andwithia 
twelve months after membership 
ceases." — G. C Amphlett 



18. That each member of the Com- 
mittee be responsible for ten pounds 
(jBIO) for the time he holds office, 
which would be some guarantee for 
the safety of our Funds.-T-W. Qrarrett. 



eEKEBAIi COMMITTEE. 

Minutes of Committee Meeting, heU 
at Bro. Candler*8,Brixtoa«on Monday 
evening, March 14, 1881. Present: 
Bro. Madder (President) in the ehair. 
Bros. Amphlett, Candler, Carter, 
Clapham, Durley, Johnson, Plant, 
Sims, Wardley and Wright. 

After singing hymn 972 and read* 
ing by the President of 17th Psalm, 
Bro. Dprley engaged in prayer. 

The minutes of last meeting wen 
read and confirmed. 

The monthly abstract was reed, 
showing total receipts since last 
audit, £2,646 5s. lid.; paymento, 
£2,273 2b. lid. 

New members during the month, 
39 ; deaths, 5 ; sick, 124 ; annuitants, 
162. 

, Bills for pa>7]fient, inclusive of Se- 
cretary's salary, postage, coal, and 
directory, amounting to j644 lis. 9(L 
were presented, and ordered to be 
discharged. 

OASES FBOH BBAMCHBS. 

B. W., of L., aged 68, local preaihffi 
30 years ; was by trade a travellifig 
hawker. Suffers from sciatica ; win 
aged 76 ; has five children, and ana 
son allows him 2s. 6d. per week ; is 
highly recommended by the Se^teiy 
of the Branch and Bro. Turtle. Be- 
solved, that he have 4b; per week. 

J. B., of S., aged 75 ; local preaeber 
36 years ; was a platelayer and rail- 
way porter ; he receives 38. a week 
from a club. Suffers from diabetes; 
has been on our Sick Fund since 
1879, and is now in receipt of 28. M. 
per week ; wife aged 72 ; has seven 
children, one of wh<»n pays his rent 
Besolved, that he have 48. per week. 

G. B., of H., aged 65 years ; local 
preacher 49 years on one plan; was a 
hosier's warehouseman; sufftto from 
hard and difficult breathing; wife, 
aged 60, suffers from broken health; 
has seven children, but none of them 
can help. The case is reeommended 
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l)y the MinisterB of the Circait, the 
€iioait Steward and the Doctor. 
Eesolved, that he have 48. per week. 

J. L., of W., aged 72 years ; local 
preacher 50 years; has beeu an 
annuitant since 1876 at 8s. per week; 
applies for increase. He has been a 
fiuin labourer, but his mind is en- 
tirely gone, and has no income beyond 
our annuity and the interest of a cot- 
tage, amounting to j64 per annnm. 
His wife is dead ; he has one daughter 
afiUcted, and one son, who works, on 
the road occasionally, but can do 
nothing for his father. Besolyed, 
tiiat he have 6s. per week. 

B. C, of G., aged 70 ; local preacher 
40 years ; by trade a cooper, but has 
now a very small income. Wife aged 
60; twelve children, some of whom 
help occasionally, but have large fami- 
lies of their own. Besolved, that he 
have 3b. per week. 

A letter was read from Rev. James 
Pettinger, of Gawston in Norfolk, of- 
fering pulpits in his Circuit for first 
Monday in April if deputation is sent. 
Re86lved, That the Secretary apply 
to the members of Committee and 
other brethren who are in Norfolk to 
avail thenuielves of this kind ofifer. 

Letter was read from Sheffield re- 
specting the forthcoming Anniver- 
sary, stoting the arrangements which 
have been made for the various public 
meetings, 

Bro. Daws was elected on the Com- 



mittee in place of Bro. Laycook, who 
had resigned. 

It was reported that H. Heed, Esq., 
one of our Trustees, was dead. 

The next meeting to be held at 
Bro. Plant's, 136, Wandsworth Eoad, 
on Wednesday evening, April 13th. 

Bro. Candler closed the meeting 
with prayer. . 

DEATHS. 

Jan. 23, 1881. Henry Smith, Don- 
caster Branch, aged 58 years. In sure 
and certain hope of a joyful resurrec- 
tion. His last words were, ** Praise 
the Lord.'* Claim £8. 

Feb. 7, 1881. William Plummer, 
St. Agnei Branch, aged 42 years. As 
he lived, so he died, " trusting in 
Jesus." Claim £8. 

Feb. 8, 1881. William Dawson, 
Shipley Branch, aged 67 years. His 
end was sudden, but he was ready. 
Shortly before his death he said to a 
brother local preacher, ** I cannot tell 
how it is, but for some time I have 
been living as it were on the suburbs 
of glory." No daim. 

Feb. 13,. 1881. George Ehodes, Bip- 
ley Branch, aged 69 years, of heart 
disease. Claim £i. 

Feb. 14, 1881. William Fareham, 
Barnsley Branch, aged 63 years. No 
particulars. Claim £8. 

March 10, 1 88 1 . James Humphreys, 
Bristol Branch, aged 79 years. Look- 
ing forward to the peace and rest 
beyond the grave. Claim £8. 
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S%vfiQQy ... ••• ... ••■ ••• ■•• 

JtrffUfffXih ••• •*• ••* ■•• ••• **• 

Ript>n-^lSx. Bacon, 5s \ Mrs. TiUotson, hm. fil 1 s ; Mr. 
Tomlinson, 5b ••* ••• ••• ••• 

J.nttifOTw ... ••• ••• ••« ■•• ••• 

HaHngmold^^Sx, H. Hawking, hm. £2; Mr. J. Bookledge, 

ho. 10s; Mr. W. Teasdale, hm4£l Is... 
'^Sin^fton ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Bradford ... ... ... ... .*• >.• 

Wimbormf'-MM. Bracher, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Gould, hm. 

£1 Is; Miss Hunt, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Sims. hm. £1 IS; 

Mr. Strange, hm. £1 Is; Mr. Sutton, hm. £1 Is; A 

Friend, £1 
Zauneutonr^Tibw J; Dawe, hxo. £1 Is 



••• 



••• 



Free Sub- 
Bcrlptions. 
£ s. d. 
5 


Beneflt 
Membws. 

£ 8. d. 

16 
12 
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1 1 
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Fr66 Sub' 

BOllptiOIIB. 

£ 8. d. 



Doroheiter ... 

Betford 

JRiipley 

Kingmood^yix, W. Butler, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. Bntler, hm. 

3&1 iS ••• ••• ••. ••• ••• ... 

Lherpool—Mr, B. Uoyd, hm. £1 Is; Mr. T. Smith, hm. 

(Birkenhead) £2 ... 
Sunderland — Mr. J. W. Wayman, hm. £1 Is ... 
^ri^^r^— Mr. J. Beach, 5s ; Mr. T. Beaoh, £1 ; Mr. Howell, 

2s 6d; Small sums, 128 6d (per Mrs. Scadden) 
Jiarlhorottgli ••• ... ... ••• ••• 

Holmlirth^Mx, and Mrs. G. Wilson, hm. £1 lOa 
Peterborovffh 2nd ... ... ... ... ••• 

j3fCUi>fV0¥u ••• *•• ... ••• ... ... 

fVAnCjt6l4t ... ... *■• ••• ••• ... 

Blaokburn—Mx, T. Atherton, he. 10s 6d ; Mr. A. Birtwell, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. B. Fletcher, hm. £l Is ; Dr. Grime, 

nm. 9&X J.S ••■ •.. ■•• •.• ... 

Durham—Mr. James WHlan, hm, £1 Is; Mr. John WUlan, 

nm. sbx xs**» ••• ••• ••• »•• ... 

iS^0j7%am— Collection at Swaffham, £1 Is 8d ; Ditto at 

Saham Tony, £1 12s ; Profit on Tea, 5s ; Mr. G. C. Dar- 

rant, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. Ellis (Box) 38 3d 
(jrcwo •.. ••• ••• ••• ••• ••. 

JjonocLstcT ... ... ••• ... ... ... 

Melton Mdwbray~-Mx, J. F. Gibson, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. 

Towne, hm. £1 Is ••• ••• ... ... ... 

South Shields— Mi, T. Airst, 5s; M. G. F. Shotton, he. 10|i; 

Mr. G. Snaitb, hm. qly. 5s ... 
St, l^eonards-on-Sea—Mr, A. W. Sargent, hm, £2 2s 
Weymouth and Portland 
Market Masen ... • *•• ... ... 

Tork—Mr. H. Bnshell, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. E. Hill, he. lOsGd; 

Mr. W. B. Seaman, hm. £1 Is. Less expenses 2s 6d 

OUfuoetter — Mr. G. Brown, 5s 3d; Mr. H. Allen, hm. £1 Is ; 

Mr. J. Pitchford, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. S. Friday, hm. £l Is; 

Mr. B. C. Stephens, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. B. G. Stephens, 

nm. sbi- IS ... ... ... ... ... 

Perry ffiU—Mr. Eyerden, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. E. Fairbrother, 

hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Harding, he. 10s 6d ; Mr. J. B. Ingle, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Messent, hm. £1 Is 
Southwark and Lambeth — Mr. G. Candler, hm. £1 Is; Mr. 

I. Coxon, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Hey, don. £1 is ••• 
jSvesnam^ ••« ««. ... .f. ••• ... 

Rochester — A Friend, £5 5s ... 
Brigtol—A., A. L., 3s for the Poor Old Hundred (per Bro. 

Maynard)... ••• ••• • ... •.• ... 

Croydon— Mr, J. Knight, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W, H. Bussell, 

hm. £1 ; Mrs. W. H. Bussell, ho. 10s . 
BoMtwater — Miss Cox, hm. £1 Is; Mr. B. Moore, hm. 

£l Is; Mr. A. Wardley, hm. £1 Is ... ... ... 

Depiford and Woolwich— T>r. Lacey, hm. £1 la ••• 
Office XM^—ColleotioQ at Hendon, £1 6s (per Bro. Law- 
son) ; Mr. W. H. King, hm. £X Is; Capt. Smith, hm. 

3&X XS ... •>• ••• ••• ... ... 

CheUea — Mr. Oakshott, 2s 6d ; Mr. and Mrs. Seymour, 5s 
(per Bro. Aldridge.); Miss Scott, hm, £1 Is: Mr. W. 
Taylor, hm. £1 Is ... ••• ... ... ,•• 

Aylesbury— Mr. B. Durley, hm. £1 la ... 

Office List^Bee President's Letter 
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WHO WAS JESUS? 

A Lecturs delivered at the Paris Exhibition: Translated and AdapUd 

from the French, 

BT EEV. T. A SEED. 
'* By what authorify doest Thoa these things ? '* — ^Mark zi. 28. 

This is a qaestion not for an age, bat for all time. It is the question of 
qnestions for yon, for me, for all mankind. Ererything depeads on the 
answer that is given to it. It is a matter of life or of death, of eyei- 
lasting life or everlasting death, that we should rightly answer it. '' By 
what authority?*' &c. Let us approach the question with becoming 
gravity. Let us discuss it calmly, but with all the earnestness of those 
vhose everlasting destiny is bound up with it. 

By *^ these things/' then, is meant, not merely the expulsion of the 
merchants from the Temple at Jerusalem, but the whole work of Christ, 
of which that act was but a detail more or less characteristic. I want 
you to consider the whole of His work on earth as it is set before us in 
the Gospels. And not only that : I want you to consider the establish- 
ment of His kingdom in the world as it is related in the history of the 
Church, and as it is being effected under our eyes. Here is a fact ; a visible, 
patent, striking fact, the work of Christ when He was on earth and since He 
w«nt away. And what I want you to do is to explain this fact. Who 
is this Jesus Christ ? ^' By what authority doeth He these things ? *' 
This, I say, is the question of questions for the world ; and there are only 
two answers possible to it, as there were only two answers possible to the 
qaestion as to the Baptism of John. The authority of Jesus Christ is 
either from heaven, or it is of men. There is no other alternative. 
Either Jesus Christ is man, and nothing more than man, or He is Qod 
manifest in the flesh. And the question is, Which ? 

I. Yery well, then ; let us first take the former part of the alternative. 
Let us suppose that Jesus Christ is m^n ; and nothing more than man. 
There was nothing supernatural in Him ; He was simply a mortal like 
yoa and me ; a child of the night like you and me, to whom the problems 
of life and death and destiny were proposed as they are proposed to 
yoa and me* As such, no doubt. He was an extraordinary man ; one of 
, the elite of nature, a clear thinker, a profound philosopher. As such. He 
woold be able, like Socrates and Plato and many others, to interrogate 
the Sphinx apd try to solve its enigma ; and, like other philosophers. He 
would, no doubt, have been able to imagine His little system of truth, 
and fill the minds of men, for a time, with His explanations and con- 
jectures. But like all these sages, He would only have been able to 
present Himself before the world as an ignorant man speakiug to other 
ignorant men, as a blind mm seeking to lead other blind men in their 

xeaearches after trath* 

Uat, 1681. K 
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Well now, it is fair to ask, in the first place, was that the position He 
took np before the world? Certainly not. Yon know that, on the 
contrary, what most impressed His hearers was the authority with which 
He spake. He always affirmed, and never attempted to prove what He 
affirmed. '* I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life," said He. Born 
in the midst of a people who expected the Messiah, an extraordinary 
messenger from God, a King of whom the greatest things were predicted. 
He gave Himself out without hesitation to be the long-expected Ohrist. 
He applied to Himself all the ancient prophecies which were the founda- 
tion of the hopes of His nation ; He stated frankly and openly in the 
face of all the world that He was a Being without weakness and withoat 
sin ; and, most audacious of all on this hypothesis. He passed Himself off 
as the Son of God, as always doing what was agreeable to the Father, 
making use of this incredible language, '< He that hath seen Me hath 
seen the Father." He spake of the issues of life with an accent of certi- 
tude. There is to be a Day of Judgment, He tells us, and He is to be 
the Judge, and before Him are to be gathered all nations to receive 
their doom. He spake to His disciples in this fashion : *< Te believe in 
God, believe also in Me." '' In My Father's house," <&c. '* I go to pre- 
pare a place for you," &c. He never says, " perhaps" — " it is probable" — "I 
hope." These words are not found in His vocabulary. He calls upon all 
men to forsake all and follow Him. He abolishes the Established Reli- 
gion to substitute — what ? EQs own. He receives. He encourages on 
the lips of His disciples such homage as this : <' To whom shall we 
go ? " &c. ; and << We believe that Thou art the Christ the Son of God." 
^'My Lord and my God." When He came face to face with death, 
what did He do ? He defied it, and announced His resurrection on the 
third day. Covered with insuUs and indignities, in the midst of the mob 
that had been raised against Him, before the very judge that had con- 
*demned Him to death. He said, ** Yes, I am a king ; I came into the 
world to bear witness to the truth." And on the Gross (which was also 
« gibbet) when dying, He said to the thief who called Him Lord : " This 
day thou shalt be with Me in Paradise." 

Well now, I ask you. Who is this, and by what authority did He say 
tind do these things ? Will any man tell me that we have here only a Jew 
like Barabbas, or like Judas Iscariot ? I appeal to your common sense. 
Suppose (as we must suppose if He were a mere man), suppose that the 
history of Jesus of Nazareth had ended with His crucifixion ; suppose, 
further that, since that time He had been utterly forgotten, and that, by 
one of those happy discoveries which have been so numerous in our days, 
that history, as we have it in the Gospels, had been found in some lost 
volume of Josephos, or of some other historian ; suppose that you read it 
for the first time in one of our magazines or reviews as a literary 
curiosity, what opinion would you form of such a hero ? Would you not 
hesitate to set him down as an impostor or a madman? I thinlr you 
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would. You would almost certainly come to the conclnsion that, at all 
eyents, He was one of the greatest and best of men. 

Bat I have something more to say about this man. When we speak of 
the work of Christ, when we ask by what authority He acted, we must 
not limit ourselves to His earthly life. He has left traces of His passage 
through our world. In His footsteps have sprung up whole hanrests of 
fmits. And we are bound to take into account the results of His life- 
work, for these were foreseen and foretold by Him. He formed a plan, 
if I may so speak, and began to jcarry it out ; and so far, at least, His 
plan has been crowned with marvellous success. 

When He was only thirty years of age, after an obscure and humble 
life, this mere man came forward and proposed to do — what do yon 
think ? Nothing less than to create a new world. He proposed to 
abolish superstitions more ancient than the memory of man ; superstitions 
which the nations had conserved as the heritage of their fathers, and for 
which they were ready to fight more ardently than for dear life itself. 
He undertook to make them renounce errors, which had struck deep into 
the soil of human nature, and which sanctioned and encouraged all the 
cherished vices of that nature. This is what He set Himself to destroy. 
And what did He propose to put in its place ? A holy and uncompro- 
mising law, a morality and a religion contrary to all the inclinations of 
the flesh. What an enterprise I And how did He propose to bring all 
this about ? All the powers on earth were against Him — the sagacity 
of politicians, the authority of kings, the cruelty of tyrants, the zeal of 
idolaters, the impiety of atheists, the lusts of men. On the other hand, 
He had none of the resources on which men usually rely. He had neither 
riches, fame, nor earthly power. He was a poor and humble man. And 
yet with an ability which confounds all human thought He has succeeded. 
He has turned the world upside down. 

But I have not yet done with this hypothesis. When Jesus was on 
earth He gathered round Him numerous disciples, and since He went 
away the numbers have gone on increasing. On these disciples He has 
imposed the law of self-sacrifice and renunciation. Many of them have 
been literally crucified with Him. For the establishment of His religion 
He has caused to flow torrents of blood — the blood of His disciples. For 
His sake untold agonies have been endured, and untold miseries cheer- 
fully borne. But if He be not more than man all these sacrifices have 
been made in vain. 

And He has gained them by false pretences. Who then was this 
man 7 An impostor I Nay, it is not enough to call Him an impostor. 
He is the king, the genius, I had almost said the demon of imposture. 
Consider it well, my friend. It comes to this. If Jesus Christ be but a 
man ; if what He has given us for truth be but the dream of His brain, 
the invention of His genius ; if He induces us to renounce all by making 
promises He is not able to keep, He must be held responsible for all the 
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tears and all the blood shed, for all the lives sacrificed, for all the hopes 
deceived, for all the griefs and miseries endured by all His followers 
throngh eighteen centuries. Are yon prepared for that ? Are yon pre- 
pared to accase your Master and mine of the most colossal crime ever 
committed in this world ? If so, let us band ourselves against Him. 
Are you prepared to see in His work the most stupendous and most 
frightful hoax ever played upon mankind ? If so, let us ask whether He 
has not had enough victims. Let us try to stop the plague while yet 
. there is time. Let us arise against this firstborn son of Satan, and 
let us drive his cheating Gospel back to hell. 

That is the logical conclusion of the theory so much in vogue to-day 
that Jesus Christ is a mere man. Talk about miracles ! The most 
astounding miracle on earth would be the life and work of Christ if He 
were not more than man. But is such a miracle possible 7 I do not 
believe it is. I am sure that God would not work such a miracle of 
imposture, and I do not think that He would permit any one else to do 
BO. The supposition when one gravely contemplates it in all its con- 
sequences is so enormous, so monstrous, that the human mind recoils 
from it and the human heart protests against it. If Jesus Christ was not 
more than man He was a monster of iniquity. 

11. We must therefore turn to the other part of the alternative, and 
see whether that is more likely to be true. We will suppose now that 
Jesus Christ was God ; that the authority by which He did these things 
was Diviue. 

One thing strikes me at the outset : He Himself believed and acted on 
this supposition. It has been well said that it is difficult to act the king 
unless one is born to it. What must it then be to act the God?" 
Imagine the embarrassments, the contradictions which must arise in one 
who should attempt to play such a part. But evidently Jesus made no 
such attempt. No one ever acted less like a hypocrite. No life was ever 
more simple; no soul was ever more transparent. When He asserted 
His Spiritual Koyalty, His Supreme Dignity, His Oneness with the 
Father, He did so with a sweet assurance, with an accent of sincerity, in 
a tone which carried conviction to all sincere and honest men. It is true 
He did not convince the scribes and rulers, who were interested in rejecting 
Him. But He impressed even them, and convinced all who came to Him 
with true and open hearts. His disciples, who knew Him best, who lived 
with Him in such intimacy that they would have been able to detect Hia 
slightest weakness — His most intimate disciples were the most firmly 
convinced of His sincerity. A Pharisee like Nicodemus was constrained 
to say, ** We know that Thou art come from God." And even a pagan,, 
like the Centurion who saw Him die committing His spirit into the 
hands of His Father, said, ** Truly this was the Son of God." If Jesus 
had been an impostor. His life would have betrayed Him ; instead of this,. 
His entire life, so transparent, so consistent, bears witness that He spake 
the truth about Himself. 
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If this be so, then, see what follows. If He spake the truth, if, as St. 
Paul says, ** God was in Christ reconciling the world nnto Himself," 
then everything is explained, everything becomes Inminons, natural, 
admirable ; we come out of our nightmare to find again the blessed light 
of day. 

Then Christ is no more the evil genius of humanity. He is its Bene>^ 
factor, Liberator, Saviour. 

Then the God He made known to us is the true God, for whom the 
reason and the conscience and the heart both crave and seek ; the living 
God, in whom goodness, truth, and righteousness, in whom all perfections 
meet and harmonise ; the Father-God who made us in His image, and who 
wishes to retrieve our fall ; the Love- God, who knows our malady and 
who gives us life by saving us from sin. 

If Christ has spoken truth about His nature and authority, then also 
His morality, so pure, so elevated, gains once more its hold upon us, and 
we once more see in it the law of life at once the simplest, and most rea- 
sonable, and most desirable; for it is summed up in the precept : '* Be yd 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.*' 

Then also the future is clear and bright, and human destiny has oncd 
more found its key. 

But why say more 7 The Gospel proves itself. All who are attache^ 
to its Author are able to say from heartfelt experience what Felix NelJF 
said on his dying bed : ** It is true, true, true." The Gospel is its own 
apology ; and when one has lived some time in its atmosphere, so pure, so 
sweet, so salutary, one finds himself under the empire of a conviction 
which nothing can disturb. It is with the Gospel as it is with light. It 
is evil to those who shut their eyes against it. But at least let them not 
deny the brightness of the sun to those who look at it. " One thing I 
know," said the blind man to the Pharisees, who would have made him 
doubt the character of Christ — '' one thing I know, that now I see." So say 
I when I contemplate the work of Christ. One thing I know — I see. I 
may not be able to answer all the objections of contemporary scribes. 
But what matters that to me ? I turn towards the light and call it in as. 
evidence. 

No, brethren; men have not had an evil dream since Jesus Christ 
appeared in the midst of them ; and the reign He founded was not a 
reign of falsehood but of truth. No ; the disciples were not deceived 
when they left all and followed Him to death : they chose the good and 
not the evil part, and not one of them has rued. No ; the crowd that 
heard the sermon on the Mount, the crowd that gathered round Him on the 
shores of Galilee, to whom He spake by deeds of mercy as well as by words 
of love — these multitudes were not mistaken when they said : ** Never 
nian spake like this man." No ; the martyrs who poured out their blood 
for Him were not like dumb-driven cattle, butchered at the stake and on 
the scafifold. The many thousand martyrs who died like the aged 
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Polycarp, saying : " For fifty, sixty, eighty years I hare seryed my 
Sayionr, and He neyer did me anything hnt good/* were not mistaken or 
deceived. Children with their young hosannas, old men with their 
ripened testimony, the disconsolate who have been comforted, the sinful 
who have been set free from sin, the dying who in thousands have fallen 
asleep in peace beneath His smile, were not deceived. Are the flowers 
deceived when they open at the return of spring? Are the birds 
deceived when, by their sougs, they celebrate the rising of the sun ? 

But, finally, if Jesus be the Sun of Eighteousness, if His advent be 
the springtime of eternal life on earth, what then ? What should we do ? 
What, for you and me, should be the end and issue of this argument ? 
What but to receive, and then reflect, His blessed beams ! Ah I let it not 
be said of you and me, '* He came unto His own, and His own received 
Him not." Let us not fall into the condemnation that << Light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light/' Open 
the eyes of your soul, pull out the bolts, fling back the shutters ; it is 
daylight, and the time of the singing of birds is come. Let Jesus flood 
your soul with light and life and love, and then let them flow forth again to 
aJl the world. Thus will you haste the day so long predicted, when the 
assembly of the faithful shall unite their thousand-fold harmonious voices 
in singing, '< Unto Him that sitteth on the Throne, and to the Lamb, be 
honouri blessing, power and praise, for evermore. Amen." 



THE LOCAL PREACHER IN RELATION TO OUR 

TOWN PULPITS. 

(We abbreviate this article, retaining what we think most likely to be useful, 

and adding a few remarks.) 

The subject for our present discussion arose out of a paper read by oar 
friend Mr. Ruddock,* who, in an able and lucid manner, showed that 
Local Preachers now, as in the past, are a very useful auxiliary in pro- 
pagating the Gospel in our small towns and villages. In our large towns 
and cities the Methodist pulpits are now very rarely occnpied by Local 
Preachers. 

Let us candidly acknowledge that in such chapels the services of Local 
Preachers are not desired, though occasionally tolerated. In proof of this 
statement, look at your plans ; watch the course of events. It is the 
habit of our stewards, leaders, and the better educated in our congrega- 
tions, to ask for a more regular, though paid ministry. 

In making these statements we do not do it with vindictiveness, or the 
wish to find fault ; nor do we at this juncture say whether such objection 
to the local ministry rests upon a Scriptural basis ; we may, however, 

* See " Local PreaoherB' Magazine " fox March, April. 
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rest in peace and without alarm, for we hare not any worldly interest in 
danger. Let ns look at some of the objections that are raised against 
the local ministry ; then at a few of the reasons why an ordained and 
regular ministry is preferred ; and, lastly, show how onr position may in 
some measure be improred and made more successful and efTective. 

I. Objections. 

There was a time when the public ministrations of the average Local 
Preacher were in advance of the pew; but now, with the increased 
facilities for gaining secular knowledge by the great mass of the popula- 
tion, a youth of thirteen may be, in secular knowledge, much in advance 
of the average Local Preacher of twenty or thirty years ago.* 

Then, again, the increased and ever-increasing facilities afforded to our 
itinerant ministers for improving and advancing in their studies, has the 
effect of still further widening the space between the two classes ; while 
the Local Preacher has to toil on, gaining his bread by the sweat of his 
brow, catching a few thoughts as the sparks fly from his anvil, or as the 
railway train carries him through the country. 

The Local Preacher being placed at such a depressing disadvantage 
compared with his more highly favoured itinerant brother, there is no 
denying the fact that, in the estimation of a large majority of our town 
congregations, the local ministry is subject to very considerable discount. 
Then, again, mainly through the revival of religion, promoted by the 
Divine blessing upon the labours of Wesley and Whitefield, ministers 
eminent for piety and learning, skilful in dividing the word of truth, 
have sprung up in other churches, and are stationed in chapels in close 
proximity to our own Methodist chapels, and are preaching, in a great 
measure, doctrines held by us.f Hence, as men desire the best spiri- 
tual food as well as temporal, we find our office bearers frequently 
crying out for good pulpit supplies; urging this reason, that if they 
cannot have a more regular and efficient ministry, our people will go else- 
where, and join other churches. This is an objection almost peculiar to 
onr towns, as there is not the same choice of ministers in our villages. 

Another reason urged against the local ministry is, that it is more 
varied, and consequently less likely to be as efficient on account of the 
great variety of men composing its ranks, as is a ministry composed of 
regularly trained and qualified men. Some may ask. Why ? The answer 
is, that the usaal mode of initiating our Local Preachers does not gua- 
rantee general efficiency. There was a time when our people desired and 
were satisfied, in a great measure, with zeal, earnestness, and holy fervour ; 
but now things are very different. While our people still admir e these 
qualifications, they say their preachers, in order to be acceptable, must 
possess a certain amount of culture. 

* We queBtion this. Surely Local Preachers advance as fast as the general 
public. 

t The sermons usually preached in Congregational and other chapels by^ their 
ministers, are but poor dry chopped stra\r to my taste. — T. 0. 
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Take an example of the weakness of oar method. A plan having 
twenty or thirty Local Preachers will, in all prohability, bear the names 
of brethren who have passed their examination (snch as it was) in half as 
many circnits, each brother having been brought on to the plan nnder 
different circumstances.'*^ The superintendent, whose duty it is to look 
after the efficiency of the plan, passes over many objections in the hope 
that what appears to be latent talent may develop itself. Local Preachers, 
as a rule, are charitable, and the result is, a young man is pushed on to 
the plan who, as yet, has given little proof of his call to the work. This 
may be all right while he labours among his friends who sympathise with, 
him, but circumstances change ; he leaves for another circuit ; his new 
friends judge him without partiality ; and he is now, perhaps for the 
first time, put down at his proper value, and he becomes a source of 
weakness to the plan. On our plans generally there are a few whom wb, 
as Local Preachers, would not like to sit under regularly. No I not 
even once or twice a quarter. | 

Why then blame our office-bearers, who, zealous for the success of our 
common cause, ask for a more regular and efficient ministry ? Brethren 
who are efficient suffer for the inefficient, because of our own folly in 
not barring the doors to our ministry against all except those who, by 
their gifts, graces, and fruits, give sufficient proof of their ministry, and 
their call to preach the Gospel of the ever blessed God. 

These are but a few of the objections raised against the ministry of 
Local Preachers. We pasa on to notice. 

11. Eeasons why a begulably tbained Ministby is fbefebred. 
Many of our people allege as a reason for this preference that, being 
set apart for the work of the ministry, and being supported and raised 
above temporal wants, such ministers are more likely to keep themselves 
free from the contaminating influences of the world than are those who 
have to mix with the world, in various forms, in order to gain an honest 
livelihood for themselves and families ; their private as well as public life 
being before the ungodly. Now we see no reason for objecting to us on 
these grounds. We have a noble example in the great Apostle of the 
Gentiles. *< He gloried, as you know, for certain reasons, in this fact, 
which links him with Local Preachers for ever, that he preached the 
Gospel gratuitously. The hands he lifted up in preaching that shook 
the world, ministered to his own necessities.**} The grace of God is equal 
to all our requirements. While admitting that occasionally there may 
be cases of flagrant inconsistency in our ranks, it in our opinion forms no 
solid reason for objecting to the majority, who, much to the advantage of 
the church and the honour of our holy religion, keep themselves free from 

♦ This is not my experience. — T. 0. 

t All objections would be met by each church asking for such brethren only 
as are acceptable, and the plan*maker complying therewith. This is done among 
the Reformers. — T. C. 

t The Key. Dr. Pope*s address to Methodist Local Preachers, page 30. 
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'the many evil inflaences thrown around their path while battling with the 
-cares of life. 

Then again, as charches grow in numbers and importance, they sedm 
almost instinctively to look for a head ; one who is at liberty to attend 
the call of our young men and maidens when they are about to be joined 
in holy wedlock ; one who can attend to the sick of the flock, and is at 
liberty to perform the last offices over those departed ; one who shall 
baptize our children and administer the sacrament of the Lord's Supper* 
to such as are contending for the faith once delivered to the saints ; iii 
fact, one who shall be their overseer and guide. 

" The efifect of all this is," as Dr. Pope remarks, ** to move towardi^ 
Congregationalism," and to exclude us from our best pulpits. It is not 
onr purpose, or even our province, to either approve or condemn this kinft 
of development, but to point out what is our position under these altered* 
droumstances. 

Are we to throw down the weapons of our warfare ? or are we to 
continue in the work we believe G-od has called us to do, which call has 
been yerified by the conversion of many souls ? 

This action of our churches relieves us, in a great measure, from the 
'responsible duties of the pastoral office, while it throws upon us with 
; greater force than ever the important work of the true evangelist and 
pioneer. It is ours to go out into the more neglected places of the field. 
It is ours to break up the hard and rocky places. And though, in the 
eyes of many this is not so high and honourable, yet does it not, we ask, 
approach nearest the example of our Divine Lord, who went out to seek 
and save them that were lost, and to call not the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance ? 

It is ours, for the present, to fight in the shade. Let us, therefore, 
remember the noble answer of Leonidas, the Spartan king, when defend- 
ing the pass of Thermopyls against the whole of the Persian army. 
Xerxes, indignant that a mere armful of men should dare to oppose 
the march of his splendid forces, sent a message demanding the Spartans 
to lay down their arms. The messenger on being told that the Spartans 
had determined to defend the pass, replied that the darts of the Persians 
will fall so fast and thiek that they will darken the sun. Then, said 
Leomd&s, we will Jight in the shade : and they did fight, so as to give 
ThermopylsB a lasting interest, and Leonidas and his heroic companions 
an undying fame. May the same undaunted spirit characterise us, and 
be displayed by us in accomplishing the work we are called to do I 

Lastly. How may oub position be iniPROVED and be hade more 

BPFEOTIVB and SUGOESSFUL ? 

This part of our subject must necessarily be brief, and I must content 
myself with offering only suggestions. 

* Among Methodist Bef ormers all these offices are performed by Looai 
^rzeMherg. 



142 



THE WESLEYAN METHODIST LOCAL PREACHERS' 

MUTUAL-AD) ASSOCUTION. 

Chapteb YIL— Annual Mbeting at Leeds. 1853. 

Bbotheb John Unwin, President. 

It will not be necessary to write now at any great length; this will there- 
fore be a short chapter, containing only a few facts and figures. 

The Association had increased this year by 117 benefit and 70 hon. 
members, making a total of 2829. There is this striking fact in con- 
nection with this year. The amount sabscribed this year by benefit 
members was larger than it had eyer been before or dnce^ being 
JB1,358 9s. 6d. The Association in consequence increased its funded 
property by adding £400, making the total invested £3,504. Paid to 
the sick, the annuitants, and for deaths, d61,729 88. 4d. 

As the first meeting held in 1849 was in October, so the subsequent 
•meetings to this period were held in this month, but as it was found an 
inconvenient time, it was resolved to alter the time to June. In this 
month it has been held ever since. 

During this year meetings on behalf of the Association were held east, 
west, north and south. There were workers then as there are workers 
now. 

Chaffer YIII. — Annual Meeting in London. 1854. 
Bro. Jambs Wild, President. 

The Committee met on Saturday, June drd, at St. Martin's Hall. On 
the Sunday following sermons were preached by the brethren in chapels 
placed at the disposal of the Committee in the London, Deptford, and 
Woolwich districts. Lovefeasts were held in the Queen Street, Hinde 
Street, Spitalfields, Chelsea, and Southwark circuits on Sunday afternoon. 
One old veteran when speaking at one of these services said : "That was 
a happy day when, many years ago, Jesus washed my sins away ; but 
though that was a happy day, this day is a happier one." So it always 
should be, for " the path of the just shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day." 

Brother Wild was elected president by acclamation,* and although 
seventy-four winters had whitened his head, his vigour of mind and body 
was as great as ever. 

This year 120 benefit and 41 hon. members were added to the Abso- 
elation, making 2,648 benefit and 342 hon. members ; total members 
2,990. £300 was added to the funded property, making a total invest- 
ment of £3,804 6s. 6d. Paid to the sick, the annuitants, and for deaths, 
£1,206 2s. lOd. 

A very important resolution was passed at this meetmg : << That no 
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-alterations in the rales shall he made but once in three years, and that 
after due notice had been giyen." 

The meeting this year concladed by a very interesting and large tea 
meeting, held in St. Martin's Hall, which was followed by an enthasiastie 
public meeting, which created an additional interest on behalf of the 
Association in the Methodist and general public. 

JAMES WILD, 
Pbesidbnt of thb Association, 1854. 

EvBRYBODT who has taken any part in the '' Local Preachers' Mutual'' 
Aid Association** will remember James Wild. The cheery, happy, 
huoyant James Wild. He was bom on the 25th of September, 1782, in 
Union Street, Southwark. He died at Northend, near Hammersmith, 
May 1st, 1866, in the eighty- fourth year of his age; his life consisting of 
eighty-three years, four months, and twenty-four days. 

Life's day in the case of James Wild was eighty-three years. It is not 
so much the length of life's day as the filling of it up. 

" No time for mirth or trifling here." 

How short is the longest day of life, when we look back on the eternal 
past, and forward into the eternal future ! How did James Wild fill up 
this day is the subject for us to look at. We are saved from entering 
into a lengthened account of him, as in our Volume for 1867 an interest* 
ing memoir of him may be found, running into five numbers. 

When we see a young man, before he has left his teens, moved by a 
strong impulse so as to- undertake a journey of 170 miles on foot in 
order to accomplish an object, we may depend upon it such impulses will 
lead to something in after life. This it is reported James Wild did. A 
young lady to whom he had become attached had removed from London 
to Hull, and he was determined to visit her, and started to walk the 
distance, and with the help of occasional lifts on stage waggons, he 
reached the town. There the romance ended, and he returned to London, 
it may be a wiser, if a sadder man. This check did not prevent him from 
seeking a life companion; so successful was he, indeed, that the lady who 
closed his eyes in death was his fifth wife. 

There was the future man in the boy. Having completed his appren- 
ticeship he resolved to start in business for himself, but his mother per- 
Buaded him to postpone this ; in the meantime he was gathering experience^ 
and the way opening, he brought his promptitrde, his energy, his dili- 
gence, his superior business acumen into operation, and opened and 
carried on most successfully the business of a woollen merchant. 

We now leave him as a woollen merchant, and look at him in his reli- 
gious career. He had a devoted mother, and she was his first and best 
instructor! impressing upon his young heart her own religious character. 
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He must haye joined the Methodist society when i^bont twenty years of 

age, and being conyerted to God, his actiye nature would prompt him to 

ask: — 

" What shall I do to make it known. 
What Thou for all mankind haat done ? " 

He found work first in the establishment of a Sunday-school, and, 
secondly^ as a Local Preacher. Dr. A. Clarke appears to haye been hii^ 
mentor in bringing him out in this latter capacity, and he preached 
before him a sqrt of trial sermon at Woolwich, in April, 1808. After 
this to the end of life he sustained the honourable office of a Looal 
Pbbaoheb. He had some thoughts of entering the Itinerancy, but the 
way did not open, and he yery wisely continued in the local ranks. 

It was in the establishment of the ^* Local Preachers* Mutual- Aid 
Association " that we came together. I had a high opinion of him from 
the first. His outspokenness, his geniality and simplicity, combining 
with his super-abounding liberality, attached him indeed to all hearts. 

I think I see him now when walking about the Hanoyer Square Booms,, 
at the great Bazaar in 1860. He came to where I was, and in his 
prompt and abrupt way, asked me, " Was he a Conference man 7 "^ 
This inquiry was made in reference to Grandfather Johnson, who had 
just made his appearance at this bazaar. This is a question which neyer 
arises in our operation. The question is, '' Is he a Local Preacher ? Is 
he in need ? " And by the way, as George Eliot says, '* No one person 
would make a Dinah, Adam Bede or Mrs. Prosser," or eyen ^^Grandfather 
Johnson.^* 

James Wild was abundant in his liberality, for in addition to his bequest 
of £1,050, as seen on the last page of the report, his annual subscription 
was ten guineas a year. His heart and soul and efforts were giyen to the 
Association; and as treasurer, when funds were needed, he would profess 
to adyance only by receiving interest as a matter of business, but he would 
take care to give back this interest to the funds. Take him altogether, 
he stands at the head of all the benefactors and supporters of our glorious 
Association. The old men, with their Christmas gifts, will neyer let him 
die. 

Ghapteb IX. Annual Mbbtinq at Bsistol. 1855. 
Bbo. Eiohabd Cabtbr, Buckingham, President. 

Bbotheb B. Cabteb who had been a firm and generous friend from the 
' first, was elected president, and is so still. Sermons were preached by 
the brethren in yarious chapels in the city. The business meeting was 
held in Milk Street Chapel. The outgoing president, in relinquishing 
office, said he regretted that their investments the last year had not been 
equal to former years. This year the benefit members numbered 2,408, 
and the hon. members 532, total, 2,940. Paid to the sick this year. 
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£843 lis. 7d., annnitants, £839 7s. 2d., deaths, £318. The inyested 
money amounted to £3,500. 

The attention of the meeting was occupied a considerable time respecting 
the conduct of the magazine, and a change was made in the editorship* 
Although the loss upon it was deeply regretted, there was but one opinion 
as it regarded the importance of keeping it on. 

The ex- President preached the official sermon on Tuesday evening, in 
Milk Street Chapel, after which the Lord's Supper was commemorated. 

The usual business having been transacted, a very interesting conver- 
sation took place on the promotion of the work of God in the land, and 
many important and valuable suggestions were thrown out and discussed 
by the brethren. 

A public meeting was held in Milk Street Chapel, rendered memorable 
by John Irving taking the chair. No one can have read the life of John 
Fletcher without noticing the close connection between him and a Mr. 
Irving, of Bristol. We cannot withhold from our readers an extract from 
the chairman's speech on this occasion. He said : <* How true it is that 
we do not know what a day may bring forth ; until yesterday, about this 
time, I had little expectation of meeting you; I was aware that there was 
to be such a meeting, but I knew not that a humble Local Preacher like 
myself would be privileged to have any part with you. But I have been 
reminded that I had something to do in originating this Association in 
this town ; I had forgotten, until now, that such was the case, but rejoice 
that it was. I am happy to meet you, as I trust I always shall be to 
meet a body of Christian brethren met together for a good purpose. I 
don't know a more useful body of men than Local Preachers ; and I may 
be privileged to say a little about them, having been on the plan myself 
for thirty years, though now, memory and body failing, I am compelled 
to retire. But I have had to do with the work ; and had to do it with 
delight. My language has been — 

* Let this my every hour employ, 
Till I Thy glory see.' " 

Several of the brethren followed the chairman, and the interest of the 
meeting was kept up to the last. 

Chapter X. Annual Meeting at Sheffield. 1856. 

Bro. Thomas Chamberlain, Windsor, President. 

About 120 brethren were present. Eleven places of worship were occu- 
pied by members of the Association, and several stations in the open-air 
were taken up for the purpose of preaching the word of life. A public 
lovefeast was held in the afternoon in the large Temperance Hall, Town- 
head Street. The brethren met for business on Monday morning, June 
9th, in the Temperance Hall, Barker's Pool. The first sitting was only 

l 
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preliminary, as the ex-President delivered the official sermon in Mount 
Tabor Chapel, service commencing at half-past ten in the morning. 

A tea and pablic meeting was held in the Temperance Hall in the 
afternoon and evening of this day. The mayor took the chair at the 
public meeting. He said, '' he had great pleasure in presiding at the 
present meeting on behalf of an association which had for its immediate 
object the benefit of its Local Preachers. When they considered that 
three-fourths of their chapels were occupied by Local Preachers, he felt 
certain that any association which had for its object the good of this body, 
must be of considerable interest to this town." About a dozen brethren 
addressed the meeting. 

On Tuesday morning the brethren assembled at the Hall, Barker's 
Pool. The report was read. The President was elected by ballot ; 71 
votes were cast, when Bro. Chamberlain was elected by a clear majority, 
having obtained 42 votes. Bro. John Wade, of Mitcham, was elected 
hon. secretary ; Mr. Wild re-elected treasurer. 

At this annual meeting there was no complaint of the magazine. One 
brother said : ** There had been heretofore two grounds of complaint, 
its ' expense,* and its ' quality.' " The latter complaint they had entirely 
got rid of, for in the whole progress of the debate not one word had been 
uttered against the magazine on that score. They had now only to coO' 
sider it in a financial view, and by reference to the numerous instances 
in which the magazine had been instrumental in increasing the funds and 
friends of the Association, the apparent loss of £150 was more than 
counterbalanced by the benefit derived." 

Up to this period the magazine had been published at 4d. monthly. 
It was resolved at this meeting to reduce the price to 2d. monthly. 
Forty pages had been given for 4d. ; in the new issue in January, 1857, 
thirty-two pages were to be given for 2d This has been the price and 
«ize from that time to the present. 

The members this year numbered 2,228 benefit members and 500 hon. 
members, total 2,728. This showed a decrease of 180 benefit and 82 
honorary ; total decrease on the year of 312. Subscriptions, benefit and 
honorary, JS2,095 16s. dd., being a decrease on the year of £205 46. 7d« 
The investments to the credit of the society this year, £8252 4s. Id., 
being £94 7s. 2d. less than the former year. 



A BRIEF FAMILY TOUR IN DEVON AND CORNWALL. 

{Continued from page 108.) 

Saturday^ October 12th. — ^A bright and beautiful day. We took an excor* 
fiion that proved very pleasurable, but fatiguing. Having hired a 
-carriage-and-pair at our hotel, we went along the principal street, passing 
«e?eral chapels, and beyond the town came to a large building, which 
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proTed to be the County Asylum. It contains 560 patients, and no fewer 
than seventy seryants. There is near it a Eoman Catholic chapel ; but 
it is nsed only occasionally, as there are no Romanists in Bodmin. 

Our road was a long way down hill, and then for a long distance up 
hill. A large house on the right was pointed out by our driver as the 
Tesidence of a widow lady, who, with her husband, returned from 
Americay bought an estate for £7,000, and built the house for a retired 
life. Soon after he had done this he died, leaving his widow in solitude. 
How often this happens when a man has said, '* Soul, take thine 
ease I '* We need to remember the blessed Saviour's utterance : '^ I must 
work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day : the night cometh 
when no man can work." 

We drove into the grounds of another mansion, called Pen Carew, the 
property of Lady Molesworth, widow of Sir William Molesworth, who 
died without issue. The lady is over seventy years of age, and lives now 
in hired apartments at Tunbridge Wells. She has a residence also in 
Eaton Square, London. We were told that her ladyship rarely comes to 
this residence, though wishing to do so ; her state of health being 43uch 
that her physicians forbid it. So here are a capital mansion and splendid 
estate in the occupation of servants only. Two housekeepers live in the 
house, and nine gardeners are employed in the gardens. There are many 
gardens enclosed in quadrangular walls, with a great abundance of fruit 
trees ; but nearly all the trees are so old as to be little better than cum- 
berers of the ground, without any young ones in training. We were 
taken through the gardens by one of the gardeners, who conducted us 
through the vinery, plant houses, and heated fernery. In the latter were 
many choice ferns, and all looked healthy and beautiful. Our conductor 
said he had the care of the ferns ; and certainly they looked far better 
than anything else we saw, except the ornamental garden and rockery 
near the house, which also are in his care. All there was exceedingly 
beautiful. All the other gardens looked neglected and forlorn, not 
showing much for the work of nine men. The drive to the house is 
through a wood and pleasure-ground of rare and valuable trees, some of 
them splendid specimens of arboreal beauty. 

Quitting this attractive but neglected place, we proceeded within half- 
« mile of a large slate quarry, which we had not time to visit. Among 
other villages on the road was one called St. Teath, where we observed a 
chapel and a school ; pleasing evidences of advancing civilisation and 
religion. Descending a hill in a narrow lane, a sudden exclamation and 
fit of laughter drew attention to an incident that reminded us of the case 
of David's rebellious son Absalom, when, caught by the arms of an oak 
by his bushy head as he passed through a wood upon his mule. A briar 
stretching from a bank over part of the road had caught, not the head, 
but the hat, with its veil and ribbons, of the invalid member of the party^ 
•«nd left her bareheaded. We paused a minute or two for the recovery 

l2 
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of the head-gear, and the refizing of it more secarely in its proper 
place. 

Approaching Tintagel, we had to descend an exceedingly steep and 
ragged piece of road — so steep, indeed, that the descent greatly alarmed 
the inyalid, and prevented her enjoying, as otherwise she would hare 
enjoyed, the enchanting and romantic scenery of the glen, opening with 
ragged, rocky jaws from the sea in the distance, not far away. 

At Tintagel are several hotels, to the principal of which, the '' Wham- 
cliffe Arms,*' we were taken. Lord Wharncliflfe is the chief proprietor,, 
and owner of the old castle. We ordered luncheon for half-past three, 
and went down the hill to the little cove, where there is a pretty cascade, 
and where a cave extends through the castle-rock from this to the other 
cove on the southern or south-western side of the rock. Betuming a 
little way to a cottage hy the roadside, we obtained the keys by which 
access to the ruins can be acquired. There are steep and rude steps, 
hewn out of the native rock, which we had to climb with care. We 
ascended to the barrier, unlocked the door, entered the enclosure, and 
roamed over the rocky promontory, first to seaward, and then returning 
on the other side. Of the old castle, which stood upon a peninsular mass 
of rough and lofty rock, there are but few remains. Part of the fabric 
was reared upon another high rock on the land side, a chasm and road- 
way to the water being between. The two heights were formerly united 
by a lofty bridge, of which not a fragment now remains. We went 
leisurely round the shelving brink of the whole peninsula, admiring the 
scenery of both sea and land, with the dash of the waves among the 
rocks below, from some small cavities of which the rebounding spray 
spouted out like the curved streams or jets from a strong fountain. 

The descent of the rough stone stairs was awkward enough, and not 
free from danger. One of our party slipped, fell, and was much shook, 
and might easily have slid under the slender rail fixed as a guard, and 
have gone over the cliff to the jagged rocks below. We all were much 
alarmed ; however, the hurt was not serious, and by taking all possible 
care we made good our descent. We then went down again to the cove,^ 
to look at the cavern that extends the whole width of the neck of the 
peninsula. The tide was coming in, and the waves came careering 
through the cavern from the south-west, whilst those behind us were 
advancing upon us. The scene was most romantic. We were compelled 
to retreat ; but we remained outside to observe the progres s of the tide 
until the waters from the tunnel and those toward s it met, and mingled, 
and all became one flood. 

Tintagel Castle was built at a very early period of British history. 
For centuries it was a royal residence; and among the royal births 
within its walls was that of the renowned and popular King Arthar, 
who kept his court and had his celebrated ^' Bound Table " here. To this 
day it is called ** King Arthur's Castle '' by the people living in its 
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Deighbourhood. A large amount of legendary lore has gathered around 
It, and some of Britain's greatest poets have drawn inspiration from it. 

We did not reach our hotel until a quarter-past four, being three- 
quarters of an hour after the time we had proposed for our luncheon. 
We partook of some good roast beef and potatoes, with bread, Dublin 
stoat, and ginger beer, &c.« and then resumed our places in the carriage. 

The hour was now too late for us to see anything more to advantage ; 
hnt he who was the leading spirit of the party thought we might yet see 
the scenery of the coast at Boscastle, four miles eastwards : so as the 
moon was nearly at the full, we concluded to go thither, as we should not 
have to travel afterwards in the dark. 

On leaving Tintagel we noticed a mound to our right, having upon it a 
tall pole surmounted by a wind-pointer. Our driver could not tell us its 
use ; but an aged man whom he accosted, informed us that it was the place 
where the writ was first read when a representative of the ancient borough 
in the British Parliament had to be elected. He remembered the pro- 
ceedings in his boyhood. The Mayor read the writ ; three of the inhabi- 
tants usually holding that office in turn. On the opposite side of the 
Toad to this memento of the pocket- borough period, is a decent- looking 
house, built like the rest, of the stone of the country, which was the 
Mayor's residence. We passed it at the distance of a few yards further 
on. I said to our informant, " Those were jolly days, weren't they ? ' 
** Oh yes," said he ; '* plenty of gin and rum : they were gala days." 
^* Aye, and pieces of gold and bank notes, I suppose ? " He only grinned 
a smile in reply. 

This is one of the ancient boroughs which the Beform Bill of 1832 dis- 
fi'anchised, not a day too soon, after the great Duke of Wellington had 
declared that no reform of the representation was needed ; that the Con- 
stitution could not be mended, and that there should be no reform. He 
Ifas then Premier of England ; but from the moment of that utterance he 
fell from political ascendancy, like an exhausted rocket falling from 
heaven to earth. 

We drove to near the church at Boscastle, where three of us alighted 
to walk over the cliff near the sea, leaving the other in the carriage* 
unable to take much exercise after the fall and fright at Tintagel Castle. 
We found the walk very rough, steep and tiring; and, though the 
scenery was romantic, it did not, at near sunset, compensate us after all 
that we had previously seen. We had, in fact, exhausted our capacity 
for enjoyment. Whoever would enjoy the whole of the scenery of this 
neighbourhood, should take a walking tour, if able ; if not, a couple of 
nights should be spent at one of the hotels, and two or three days in 
explorations, to the extent of physical ability and power of endurance. 

We had to return by the light of the moon all the way to Bodmin. 
The air became so cold as to punish us, though we were well wrapped up, 
^ur horses were old and tired. Our driver was more bent upon con- 
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serying their comfort than our conyeDience. We met a great namber of 
Tehicles of one kind or other retaming from Bodmin market. When we 
at last reached our hotel in that town it was half- past nine o'clock. We 
were glad of a warm room, a good fire, and a hot cap of tea, with bread 
and Cornish cream ; and then to get to bed. 

Sunday^ October 13th. — A splendid day. Public service did not begin 
at any place of worship here until eleven o'clock, at which hour we went 
to the Wesleyan Chapel. There was a good congregation. A plain 
preacher discoursed on John iii. 16; commenting on the love of God aa 
manifested in four particulars indicated in the text : The unworthiness of 
its objects ; the greatness of His gift {His Son) ; the end for which the 
gift was bestowed (that they might •* not perish, but have everlasting 
life " ) ; and, the simplicity of the condition on which the benefit was 
bestowed {believing). The preacher concluded with an application of the 
comprehensiye word, " Whosoever." He read only the first six: verses of 
the fifth chapter of Jeremiah as his Lesson, and occupied not more, I 
think, than five minutes in prayer. The delivery of the sermon took 
exactly three-quarters of an hour. His style was familiar, and sometimea 
colloquial ; and his aim was to instruct and edify his hearers. There was 
nothing new in what he said ; but there was originality in his manner of 
saying it, combined with an orthodox discussion of his text. I could not 
concur with him in one remark that he made, to the effect that we esti- 
mate the degree of love which a person bears to us by the value of what 
he gives us. I don't think so ; for some cannot express their love by gifts^ 
or by costly gifts ; but, however small the value of a gift, we prize it in 
proportion to our own love to the giver. Nevertheless, we may estimate 
God's love to us by the preciousness of the gift which He bestowed for 
the purpose of effecting our salvation. 

After leaving the chapel we turned up a road a little beyond, for the 
sake of a walk and a prospect, not knowing whither it might lead ns. 
We were gratified, however, by coming to a granite obelisk, which i 
gentleman whom we met there told us was one hundred and forty- 
four feet high ; and it had a wide and massive base. It is upon the loftiest 
site in the neighbourhood, commanding an extensive view in every 
direction, bounded by lofty hills, and some loftier mountains. An 
inscription informs the reader that it was erected to the memory of 
Walter Raleigh Gilbert, Lieutenant- General in the Bengal Army in the 
campaigns of 1803 and 1804, under the command of Lord Lake, b 
1849, at Bawul Pindee, 18,000 men and forty-one guns were surrendered 
to him. The Queen conferred upon him a Baronetcy. In front of the 
obelisk is a large turfed ring, embanked all round, on which wrestling 
matches were held in former times, that were attended by the nobility 
and gentry from the surrounding country for many miles. The custom, 
like other muscular barbarities, has died out, yielding up their domina* 
tion and demoralisation to the power of an advancing evangelism and 
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(UTiHsatioii. The enclosare and the outside common are now used as an 
exercise groand for soldiers. 

Walking thence down a lane, we reached a cluster of substantial and 
respectable-looking buildings, which proved to be the barracks. Only 
about one hundred men were in occupation, and we found only one sentry 
on duty. We distributed a few tracts, spoke a few words on soul matters, 
and then returned to our hotel to dinner. 

Haying heard that the Yicar of Bodmin was an able preacher, we went 

at six o'clock to the parish church, where we found a large congregation ; 

but we were sorry to find the service of a ritual type. The sermon was a 

good one, with the exception of its putting << Holy Baptism " in the place 

of conversion. The text was Luke xiv. 11. The grace of humility was 

well described, as were the means for its attainment ; but the grand 

doctrinal defect, and the ritualistic style of the performance that was 

gone through as worship, grieved us. We came away more than ever in 

love with simplicity of worship, and hoping that it will never be chased 

out of Wesleyan Chapels by artificial refinement, artistic taste, and 

worldlinesB. , 

(To bi eontinusd,) 



ON THE WAY TO NEW ZEALAND. 

Apteb a pleasant trip down the channel, the Northumberland cast anchor 
off Plymouth. The green hills of Devon, spotted with lowing herds and 
bleating flocks, presented a rare picture, the like of which I never expect 
to see again. Here the tender met us, with about fifty passengers, and 
tons of splendid beef, mutton and pork; besides, living oxen, sheep, 
porkers, ducks, geese and fowls, numberless, from London. No fear ! 
thought I ; we are sure to have a good time of it. 

Not a moment was lost. As soon as every passenger was on board, the 
anchor was weighed, and off we started to battle with wind and wave for 
mne successive weeks. The day wears on, the sun is getting low, the 
distant hills look grey, and the white cliffs of old Albion are fast fading 
from my vision ; a deep sigh, then a last farewell to the dear old country 
which never did me harm, but supplied me with every needful blessing 
which our kindred dust can give ! 

By this time a peculiar epidemic seized one after another, and I 
thought it prudent to set my house in order for the new future, and to 
have all my travelling equipage made secure before we experienced the 
Atlantic roll. Presently a regular chime of deep groans and piercing 
cries to the stewards for water, brandy, or tea were heard, and one poor 
niortal implored the captain to return, and nearly everybody vowed that, 
Were they only on terra firma once more, never should they be tempted to 
i^ecross the ocean. We swiftly left the smooth waters behind ; the winds 
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howled ominonslj, the stormy hillows dashed farioaBly against onr sides, 
and we were in the thick of a fearful conflict with a relentless foe. 

That night in the Bay of Biscay will never be forgotten by those who 
had never been on the ocean before. All lights were eztingaished, and 
the creaking and straining of the timbers, the monotonous thud of the 
screw, the tramp, tramp, of the watch, and an occasional downpour of 
water into our saloon, effectually banished sleep from all. 

At every lurch and roll, boxes, chairs, books and garments were sent 
flying in all directions. One distracted passenger was up before the dawn, 
and waded through the saloon to the cabin of his friends, to implore them 
to get up and pray, for the vessel was surely sinking. Then he appealed 
to my common sense, to know if I did not feel her sinking lower and 
lower. The matter was too serious for trifling. I told him to trust in 
Jesus ; and then, come life or death, all would be well. Solemn indei^d 
were the thoughts that engaged my attention on that dark and stormy 
night in the Bay of Biscay. We passed the spot where the London, with 
her living freight, went down. The harrowing details I have heard from 
one who escaped the terrible calamity I He described the vessel, denuded 
of her glory, tossing about, a helpless log on the surging waters. The 
courageous captain cheered all hands to pump and bale out the water, bnt 
all to no purpose ; the water gained, and presently he cried, '^ Now, my 
boys, say your prayers; there is no hope I*' Parents embraced their 
children, many fainted with fear, while some, frantic with terror, threw 
themselves into their yawning grave. One brave spirit was there who did 
not fear to die. Mr. Draper, a Wesleyan Minister, calm and fearless, 
moved, with heaven opening to his vision, to quell the dreadful appre- 
hensions of many, and implored saint and sinner, during their few last 
precious moments, to fix their eyes upon Jesus, the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sins of the world. So died that faithful ambassador of 
Jesus ; and only three remain to repeat his last short sermon. 

Many incidents were related to me : only one I shall name. Said my 
informant : ^' Qold watches and chains, rings and trinkets were cast off and 
crushed under foot.*' How worthless in the face of death are the most 
precious things of earth I One man, who might have escaped, thought 
he would secure a few golden treasures first ; but, while griping gold, the 
vessel dipped, and he lost his last chance of life through his burning 
thirst for gold. W. Bowron. 



MODERATE DBINEING . generation to grow up who are not too 

I CONFESS to a growing sense of the well educated in our principles, or 

importance of urging total absti- who have got educated on one side of 

aence. I fear we have allowed a the case, or who are not up to the 
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mark. I don't think too much has 
been said about the selling of the 
driok, bat enough has not been said 
about the buying of it — about the 
drinking itself, the taking and the 
giving — in our daily, social business, 
or dietetic life — in fact, the drinking 
nsages. I don't think we say enough 
about moderation. In former times 
we exposed and denounced the kind 
of drixiking which passes under that 
name. We used to say moderation 
was the parent of intemperance. 
Now we spend our strength denoun- 
cing the traffic. But moderate drinking 
is the great support of the traffic. It 
is not drunkards only and such like 
that keep open the public- house, and 
drink and cause to flow the oceans of 
liquor that figure in our statistics. It 
is paterjamiliasy and mater familias, 
and doctor famUias, aad pastorfamUias, 
who keep up the moderate drinking, 
that form the best customers, the 
largest consumers, the best friends of 
the distiller, the brewer, the publican. 
It is in the course of this moderate 
drinking that appetites are formed 
and deepened that fasten like serpent 
fangs. Moderate drinking is the 
apprenticeship to intemperance. The 
so-called tipplers and drunkards are 
only the journeymen of the business. 
They have finished their training, 
and it only remains in due time to 
finish themselves. When the pot 
boils over and scalds somebody, there 
is a cry got up. But it never boils 
over without first boiling. Moderate 
drinking heats up the appetite, blows 
the coals ; and snow-water itself will 
boil at last with fire enough. We 
must not weary in well-doing, or be 
diverted from first principles and per- 
sonal duties. We must beware of 
allowing a red herring to be trailed 
across our [path. It would be very 
clever of the devil to get us to spend 
our fury on the publican, and to think 
ourselves very ill-used because he 
won't stop selling to us so long as we 
buy. Society must blame itself as 
well as the publican. The Church 
must blame itself as well as the 
traffic. We must, if we are drinkers, 
blame ourselves as art and part 
abettors of the public-house. — Bev. 
G. C. Button. 



THE CHILD'S MA.Y-DAY SONG. 

The flowers are blooming everywhere 

On every hill and dell, 
And oh I how beautif al they are. 

How sweetly too they smell I 

The little birds they dance along, 

And look so glad and gay : 
I love to hear their pleasant song, 

I feel as glad as they. 

The young lambs bleat and frisk about ; 

The bees hum round their hive ; 
The butterflies are coming out ; 

'Tis good to be alive. 

The trees that looked so stiff and gray, 
With green leaves now are hung ; 

mother 1 let me laugh and play, 
I cannot hold my tongue. 

See yonder bird spreads out his wings, 
And mounts the clear blue skies ; 

And hark how merrily he sings, 
As far away he flies. 

Go forth, my child, and laugh and play 

And let thy cheerful voice, 
With birds and brooks, and merry May, 

Cry out, Bejoice I Bejoice 1 

1 would not check thy bounding mirth, 
My happy little boy, 

For He who made this blooming earth 
Smiles on an infant's joy. 



MAY. 

The sun rises on the 1st at thirty- 
four minutes after four, and sets at 
twenty-one minutes after seven. The 
sun rises on the 3 1st at fifty- two 
minutes after three, and sets at three 
minutes after eight, thus lengthening 
the day in the morning forty-two 
minutes, and in the evening forty- 
two minutes, or one hour and twenty- 
four minutes in the month. 

The moon is full on the 13th at 
twenty-four minutes after ten at 
night, and new at thirty-six mi- 
nutes after eleven at night on the 
27th. Nearest to the earth on the 
16th, and most distant from it on the 
4th. 

Mercury rises on the 1st twenty- 
two minutes before sunrise, on the 
18th the planet and the sun rise 
together, and from this day to July 
20th, Mercury rises in dayUght. He 
is at his least distance from the sun 
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on the 20th, and near the moon on 
the 39th. 

Venus sets on the 1st forty-one 
minutes after sunset, on the 5th she 
sets with the sun, and from this day 
to the end of the year she sets in day- 
light. She rises on the Slst one hour 
twenty minutes before sunrise. She 
is near the moon on the 25th. 

Mars is a morning star, rising at 
fourteen minutes after three in the 
morning on the 1st, and fifty-three 
minutes after one on the last day. 
He is near the moon on the 2drd, and 
at his least distance from the sun on 
the 26th. 

Jupiter is a morning star, rising on 
the Ist eight minutes before sunrise, 
and on the last day one hour ten 
minutes before sunrise. He is near 
Mercury on the 7th, and near the 
moon on the 25th at about midnight. 

Saturn is a morning star, rising on 
the let three minutes before sunrise, 
and on the last day one hour eleven 



minutes before sunrise. He is near 
Mercury on the 6th, and near the 
moon on the 25th. 

High water at London Bridge on 
the 1st at thirty minutes after three 
in the morning, and forty-seven mi- 
nutes after three in the afternoon. On 
the last day fifty minutes after three 
in the morning, and seven minuter 
after four in the afternoon. 

Eeligious Tract Society instituted 
on the 9th, 1799. Birth of Queen 
Victoria 24th, 1819. Earl Russell 
died 28th, 1879. Dr. Chalmers died 
31st, 1847. 

NATUBE. 

To study God, Gh>d'8 student, man, was 

made, 
To read Him as in Nature's text con- 
veyed; 
Not as in heaven, bat as He did descend 
To earth. His easier Book, where to sns- 

pend 
And save His aurades, each little flower, 
And lesser fly, shows His familiar power. 

Sir W. Davenant, 



^nind'%ib %BBatbAxan lleporUr. 



PBESIDENT'S LETTEB.— No 11. 

Aylesbury* April 15. 

My Deab Bbo. Sims, — Since my 
last, Bro. E. Benson and your Presi- 
dent have attended public meetings 
on behalf of our Association, and laid 
the claims of our Poor Old Men before 
the good Methodist folks at Stewkley, 
Leif?hton Buzzard, Cheddin(;ton, 
Waddesdon, Sutton Mill, Cross Hills, 
Cleckheaton, Huddersfield, and Lei- 
cester. At all these meetings we 
have had good work done, although 
there is still a great deal to do. One 
would like to have stayed three or 
four days to have put things straight. 
Some of our local secretaries seem to 
want as much information about our 
Association as the outside public ; but 
time, patience, and confidence in our 
good work will overcome all oppo- 
sition. Being so much away from 
home this month I have not a very 
long list, but still it is much to be 
thankful for. May the Great Head 
of the Church reward these donors. 



Michael Swan, Esq., Fleet 
Street, E.C. ... ... 

Mr. Blake, Walton - on - 
Thames ... ... ..• 

Mr. Bright 

W. E. Ormerod, Esq.,Boch- 
Qaie ... ••. ... 

J. E. Baxter, Esq., Southend 

Ualll. ... ... ... 

W. Sharpley, Esq., St. Leo- 
naxu s ... ... ... 

Henry Stephens, Esq. 

William Buck, Esq., Col- 
chester •.. «tc ••• 

John Terry, Esq., Wood 
Street, Bamet, hm. 

Mr. W. Groves. Mile End, E. 

John Nowell, Cowling 

Messrs. McRean, Scarfe and 
Co, Bradford 

E. C. George, Esq., Dunsta- 
ble, hm. ... ... ... 

Albert Scarfe, Esq., Wood- 
bridge, hm. ... ... 

Mr. Wm. Coad, Uxbridge... 

B. L. Ginger, Esq., Birk- 
hampstead ••• ••• 
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lEr. John Bay, Romford ... 5 
Alderman Brown, Gateshead 110 
James Kelley, Esq., Salford 10 
Meetings at Gleckheaton, 
less expenses, 5s 8 9 

£15 6 9 

I am, dear Bro. Sims, 
Yonrs truly, 

O. S. Maddbb. 



101, LoNO Acre, W.C. 
April 2, 1881, 

Dbab Mb. Editob, — ^I mast express 
regret that my good Brother Amph- 
lett has made such an allusion to the 
noble offer of our Treasurer respect- 
ing the augmentation of Mr. Wild's 
gift ; because it appears to oast cold 
water on the effort now inaugurated. 
Of course, I support with all my 
beart his endeavour to enlist as many 
benefactors, and to as great an extent 
tm possible, to [our general fund. 
This ought we to do, but we ought 
also not to leave the other undone. 
I ahonld be sorry if one penny that 
would otherwise go into our general 
fond should be diverted by ou r Trea- 
surer's effort : but there is no fear of 
that. This is a special and extra 
effort for a special and extra cause. 

Mr. Amphlett deprecates separate 
imds. So do we all. But this effort 
is not to establish a separate fund, 
bat to augment a fund long esta- 
blished, which is now confessedly 
inadequate to perform what was 
originally intended, and which our 
growth has rendered thus incompe- 
tent. Surely it is desirable that our 
poor dear old fathers in the faith 
should be placed on an equality in 
the matter of this Christmas gift. 
Some of our new annuitants are as 
needy as the old ones, and an addi- 
tionfid half-sovereign at that season of 
the year would be as heartily appre- 
ciated by those who are now perforce 
non-recipients, as by those who do 
participate. 

Mr. Amphlett fsars, too, that even 
this effort will not be sufi&oient for the 
fotnre. Probably not. I hope it will 
not. But it will be sufficient for the 
niesent. And when our Association 
has grown to yet larger proportions, 



and a commensnrately larger number 
of annuitants are on its funds, then, 
with a yet larger constituency to 
appeal to, another appeal for augmen- 
tation can and ought to be made. 

On the same page on which the 
letter I have referred to appears, is 
the notice of the motion I intend to 
make (D.V.) at Sheffield, and to 
which Mr. Amphlett also alludes; 
which motion, I respectfully trust, 
will commend itself to the judgment 
and support of the brethren. It is, 
therefore, not likely I would do or say 
anything to prejudice its adoption. 
But I do not believe this effort of our 
Treasurer's will in the least do so; 
and I would, therefore, urge upon our 
friends the cordial support of the 
appeal, pages 97 and 98 in our April 
number, in reference to this matter.. 
But as precept is worth little unless 
it is practically carried out, I shall 
have great pleasure in promising 
twenty guineas to the fund. 
I remain, 

Tours very truly, 
A. BnssELL Johnson. 



AYLESBURY BRANCH. 

My Dear Bro. Sims, — The Presi- 
dent's perseverance is becoming quite 
proverbial. From Newcastle in the 
north to Penzance in the south, and 
many a place between, his energy is^ 
felt. Nor is this part of the kingdom 
neglected. With good Bro. Benson, 
the " Hittite," hitting away at preju- 
dice against the brethren, and Mad- 
der, the ** Hivite," hiving the honey 
called money, our Association is 
being helped on with an earnestness 
beyond all praise. With my good- 
for-little self to form a triajuncta in 
uno band, the above-named brethren, 
with the cheerful acquiescence and 
willing aid of the Ministers, have 
visited, with very satisfactory results, 
the Leighton Buzzard and the Ayles- 
bury Circuits. At half-a-dozen places 
in the former, and at Waddesdon in 
the latter, where the ladies crowned 
the meeting with given trays for tea, 
to swell the total sum, pleasing re- 
sults have obtained. Thame Circuit 
is not to be forgotten. We hope the 
May Magazine, in its financial fea- 
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tares, will show the good looks of the 
above Branches. 

Yours in the best of bonds, 

John Boss. 

GENERAL COMMITTEE. 
Mtnutes of Meeting of Committee, 
held at onr office, 24, Bedford Street, 
on Wednesday evening, April 13. 
Present : Bro. C. S. Madder (Presi- 
dent) in the chair. Bros. Amphlett, 
Andrew, Cropper, Darley, Johnson, 
Milsom, Parker, Sims, Wardley and 
Wright. 

The meeting was opened with 
prayer by Bro. Andrew. 

The minutes of last meeting were 
read and confirmed. 

A letter was read from Bro. Ste- 
phens, calling in question the reso- 
lution of the Committee respecting an 
application for superannuation. It 
was decided that a reply be sent to 
Bro. Stephens, respectfully informing 
him that the Committee could only 
decide on the facts placed before 
them ; but if fresh information could 
be given, they would be quite willing 
to reconsider the case. 

A communication had also been 
received from the Keighley friends, 
as to the reported resignation of Bro. 
Laycock as a member of Committee, 
he not having resigned. Resolved, 
That the cause of error be investi- 
gated and reported on at the next 
meeting. 

The monthly abstract was read, 
showing receipts for the month, 
JB232 2s. 8d. ; payments for the month, 
^0361 10s., and bills, £44 lis. 9d. 
Beceipts for the year, £2,878 83. 7d.; 
payments for the year, £2,619 2s. lid., 
leaving a balance of £258 16s. 8d. 

New members for the month, 9 ; 
deaths, 5; on the funds, sick, 114; 
annuitants, 164. 

Bill for 3 months' rent of office, 
£S 15s., was presented and ordered 
to be paid. 

Expenses had also been incurred, 
not only in removing, but also in the 
purchase of crockery and other arti- 
cles, all of which had been defrayed 
by Bro. Wardley, who generously 
declined to be recouped. Resolved, 
That the best thanks of the Com- 
mittee be presented to Bro. Wardley 
for his kindness and generosity. 



OASES FROM BRANCHES. 

C. J., of O., aged 60, local preacher 
38 years. Wife dead ; has four chil- 
dren who cannot help. Was a ganger 
on the railway, but lost his right leg 
in September, 1879. He made appli- 
cation last July for superannuation, 
but the application was then post- 
poned to see whether the railway 
company would assist. This now 
appeared hopeless ; but further infor- 
mation was desired on one or two 
points. The case, therefore, was 
ordered to be postponed until that 
information had been obtained, and a 
new schedule filled up. 

J. J., of G., aged 69, local preacher 

49 years; wife aged 49; has four 
children, but none can help ; by trade 
a shoemaker ; average income about 
three shillings per week, in addition 
to jOIO per annum from a charity; 
suffers from bronchitis and asthma. 
Recommended by the Superintendent 
Minister of the Circuit. Resolved, 
That the Brother have 3s. per week. 

The President being compelled 
to leave, Bro. Durley took the 
chair. 

W. F., of H., aged 65, local 
preacher 15 years ; wife aged 65 ; has 
three children, who cannot help him ; 
a shoemaker by trade ; suffers from a 
bad cough, failing eyesight, and affec- 
tion of the back, through constant 
bending of the body ; has a precarious 
income of two or three shillings per 
week ; is not a member but desires to 
become one, and an annuitant. Re- 
solved, That it be made a special 
case, in consideration of what H. 
Briggs, Esq., is giving, and that he 
be at once received as an annuitant, 
and have five shillings per week. 

G. A., of D., aged 73, local preacher 

50 years ; wife dead ; has six children, 
but none can help him ; a shoemaker 
by trade, earning two shillings per 
week; suffers from failing eyesight 
and deafness. Resolved, That he 
have 5s. per week. 

A promissory note for J616 14s. 6d., 
with interest due on it, was presented 
to the Committee from Joshua Ray, 
of Faversham. Not available at pre- 
sent, but may be of value in the 
future. Resolved, That it be thank- 
fully accepted. 

Bro. Parker asked for sorpliis 
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mafifazines to be sent to meetings 
where our cause is advocated. Re- 
solved, That such permission be given, 
leaving the distribution to the discre- 
tion of the Secretary and Bro. Parker. 

Resolved, That new schedules be 
printed at once for annuitants, with 
spaces for Branch, Name, and Ad- 
dress of applicant, and also the 
insertion of the question, *'In case of 
application being granted, and your 
circumstances sliould subsequently 
improve, will you undertake to inform 
the Committee of such increase of 
means ? ** 

The next meeting to be held on 
Monday, May 9, at Bro. T. M. Har- 
vey's, Audley House, New Barnet, 
at 5.30 p.m. 

The meeting closed with prayer by 
Bro. Wardley. 

DEATHS. 

Maroh 3, 1881. George Cook,Gates« 
head Branch, aged 58 years. Pre- 
eminently a man of God. Much 
respected and beloved. A good, plain, 
oommon sense, practical preacher for 



many years in the Gateshead Circuit. 
Claim £8. 

March 6, 1881. George Piokford, 
Northampton Ist Branch, aged 60 years. 
His end was peace. Claim £8. 

March 15, 1881. Bobert Brown, 
North Shields Branch, aged 47 years. 
He passed through a long and painful 
affliction with patience, and his death 
was triumphant. Claim £8. 

March 15, 1881. ^iUiam Large. 
Manchester Branch, aged 80 years, 
As he had lived, so he died, ** trusting 
in the Lord." He had been an annui- 
tant 616 weeks, and had received £133 
lis. Claim £2. 

March 19, 1881. George Rose, Leeda 
Branch, aged 70 years. He was a good 
man, a true and faithf al preacher, who 
had no need to be ashamed ; always 
willing to work. After a long affliction 
he entered into rest. Claim £3. 

April 11, 1881. WUliam Hamm, 
Tavistock Branch, aged 61 years. He 
passed away and left a clear and de- 
lightful testimony behind of his ac- 
ceptance through faith in Jesus. 
Claim £8. 

Ebratum.— In the list of deaths, 
February number ; for Mrs, Bott, read. 
Mrs. Barratt. 



CASH RECEIVED BT THE GENERAL TREASURER to Afbil 15th, 1881. 

Fiee Sab- Benefit 

scriptions. Members. 
£ s. d. jg s. d. 



JBath — ^Mrs. Plummer, hm. £1 Is (in memory of her late 
husband^ .. ... ... ... ... ... 

^. ^^9i««— Service of Song, £1 10s 

^jfuvcs/tecui ... •.. •■• ••• ... 

Isle of Wight— Mr. G. W. H. Warder, hm. £1 Is 

Oldham—^i Leaoh, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Ward (don.) ]0s6d; 
Collection at Wesley, £6 8s 6d ; Ditto Manchester Street, 
£8 10s 8d; Ditto Brunswick, £5 15s 2d; Less Expenses, 

JbO J.\)S ^Cl •• ••• --• •■• <•• ... 

Chatteris 1«^— Mr. W. Chenery, hm. £1 Is 

Chsadle — Mr. J. Corbishley, hm. £1 Is 

Birmingham 2nd — Mr. G. Hill, hm. £1 Is 

XteUsester 2-nd ••• ... ••• •«« ••• 

Moughton-le- Spring — Mr. Banks, 5s ; Mr. W. Hill, 2s ; Mr. 

Richardson, 2s; Small sums, 2s; Mr. J. Cook, hm. £1 ; 

Mr. S. Gibl^n, he. lOs; Anon, 4s 

JKettertng ... ... ... ••• •** •.• 

JELexham 1^... ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 

jJevxxes ... ... .•• ••• ••• ••• 

Clechheaton 'mm ... ••* ••• ••• ... 

Bensham Road (^Oateshead) ... ... ... 

Towcester \st ... ••• ••• ••• ••• 

JLemtat ••• ••• .•• •■• ••• .•• 

Stockton ... ••• ••• ••• ... ••• 

Came^ord .«• 
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GvsfiMcy ••• *•■ ••■ ••• ••• *•• 

Ididiorner Norton ••• ••• ■•. ••• 

Newport iMon.)—MT, H. Gollier, hm. qlj. 5b 3d; Mr. B. 

Daviea, hm. 2 qrs. 10s 6d ; Mr. W. Eklwards, hm. qly. 68 3d 

jf omjtttinlB ••• ••• ... ••• ••' ••• 

Northntnptont 27id ... ..i ... ••• ••. 

Sovthport *»• ••• ••. >•• ••• ••• 

C/HWtton ••• *•* ••• *** ••• *■• 

Oofifflctofi ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

.H oLu «•• ... ... ••• .■• •*• 

■JSnCT'Otirft' ••• ••• ••• *• ••• ... 

l[ftH1tl6 •*• •■• *** *■* ■■* •*• 

J^fonmouth ••• ••• ••• ••• ... >•• 

■JtitM^uffy ••• ••• ••* ■** ••• ••• 

Chatteris 2nd ••• ••• *•• ••• ... 

Leigh (^Lcinc.j ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 

Stourport — Mr. 6. G-riffith, ho. lOs ••• ... ... 

Defwy DoiZe ••« ... •*• ••• ... >•* 

Cardiff— !A.T, J. Gibbs, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Gibbs, hm. 

£1 Is; Mr. W. Prioe, hm. 4tl Is 

fveU'MMZon ... ••• ••- *•• ••• ••• 

octrtls ... ■■* **■ *** ••• ••• 

Shipley— ^Si. J. Baldwin, 2b ; Mr. G. Biishop, 28 6d; Mr. H. 
Dawson, 28 6d ; Mr. W. Dawson, 28 6d; Mr. J. Denbj, 
Ss; Mr. S. W. Duncan, Ss; Mr. W. Gray, ho. lOs: Rey. 
P. McKenzie, 2a 6d; Mr. B. Bycroft, ls6d; Mr. J. Slater, 
2s; Mr. G. Taylor, 28 6d; Mr. J. Wiloock, 2s 6d 

T^enzdnce •.• •.• ••• ••• ••• •«. 

lYowtdioe .*• ••• ••• **• ••. ... 

Jifiddlehctfn ••• .•• ••• ••• ... ••• 

Southampton ... ••• ••• ••• ... 

Morpeth ••• ••• ••• ••• >•• •«. 

Chirxtang ••• •— ••• ••• ••• ... 

Swindon — ^Mrs. Baverstook, ho. lOs ; Mr. Toang Horton, 
hm. £1 Is; Mr. P. H. Mason, ho. 10s 

^liszon ... ... *•« ••• ... ••• 

Lancagter — Mr. B. Moon, hm. £1 Is ... 

iSheerness ... ... ••• ... ... .*. 

Witney «•• ••• ••« ••• %*** ... 

St, Leonard* s-on-Sea — Mr. J.Taylor, hm. £1 Is ... 

Jlungerford ••• >•• ... ••• ... ... 

Liikeard Xxt ••• ..• ••• ... ••• 

Liskeard 2nd ... ... ••• ••• ••• 

£[exhain2nd ... ... ..• .*• 

Lincoln ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 

£eighley — Mr. A. Almond, hm. £1 Is; Mr. T. Clongh, hm. 
£1 Is; Mr. W. Glongh, hm. £1 Is; Mr. G. Dinsdale, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. J. Lund, hm. £1 Is; Mr. P. Milligan, M.D., 
hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Bhodes, ho. lOs ; Mr. W. Roper, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. W. Snowden, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Stephenson, 
hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Sommersoales, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Sng* 
den, hm. £1 Is; Mr. G. H. Wilkinson, hm. £1 Is 

Mochegter—Mis. Bartholomew, hm. £1 Is'; Mr. Benton, ho. 
10s 6d ; Mr. Belsey, ho. J.P., IDs ; Mr. G. Cole, hu. 128; 
Mr. Edwards, he. J.P., 10s ; Mr. Moore, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. 
Moore, hm. £1 Is ; Collections at Bartholomew's Free 
Ghnrch, £1 lOs; Frinsbury, £1 8s; GiUingham, 12s Id ; 
New Brompton, lis 4d ; Ordnance Place, 6s Id ; Public 
Meeting, £2 14s 2d; Bainham Lower, 6s lOd; Bainham 
Upper, 6s 7d; Star Hill, £1 14s 2d. Less Expenses, Ss 9d 
Meb ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Shepton Jdinllet ... ••. ••• 
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St Agnes ... 

Burton-oiuTrent-'^i,D, Bassett,5s; Mr. S.B. DeaYille, 5s 

Wtdnssbury •«• ... ... ••• ••• >•« 

MBliUwMn ... ••• .•• ••• ••• ••• 

North Shields ••• ... ... ••• ••• 

JBlandford ... ... *•• ••• ••• ••* 

Simiiigho/M \st ... ••• ••• •■• •« 

BraokUy—^TO, Barrett, Penny Preaohing, £1 Os 6d ; Mr. 
McKey, hm. qly. 5b 3d ••• ••• ••• 

Botherham — Mr. H. Butoher, hm. £1 Is 

Atrntyie .•• .*■ .•• ■•• .•• ... 

Dover^T&i. G. Flashman, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. B. Killick, 
he. IDs 6d ; Mr. Alderman Bees, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. 
Bichardson, hm. £1 Is ..• ..« 

Preston— Mi. Brown, don. lOs 

Doneaster— 'Mi. Appleyard, 28 6d ; Mr. D. Boberts, 12s ; 
Mr. D. Smith, 2s 6d ... ••• ••. 

K/TO^ByOTA ... ... ... •.. .*■ ... 

^}u2m?^— Collections at Andover, £1 Is 7d; Oollingbourne, 
8b Id ; Hnrstboome, 8s 4d ; Longparish, 6s 4d ; Thrnx- 
ton, 4s 6d ; Vemham, lis 4d ; Wallop, Ss 6d ; Wherwell, 
lis 6d ; Whitchurch, 17s 6d; Small sums, 10s 4d 

T(>woester 2nd 

Xtf^^— Miss Watson, hm. £1 ... 

JiinviyuTn ..• ••• >•• ••. ••• ••. 



High Wycombe 

Baysmater — ^Mir. Brewer, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Knight, hm. 

wX Xo ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Aylesbury — Mr. S. Grist, hm. £1; Bev. B. Keyworth, 2b 6d; 
Waddeston Tea Meeting, £5 6s 6d ... 

Cross Hills — ^Wesleyan Chapel, €5 Is lid ; Public Meeting, 
£3 8s lOd ; Ebenezer, £3 Is 8d; Wesleyan Chapel, Icom- 
shaw, £1 5h. lOd ; n.M.F.C., Couling, £2 10s Less Ex- 
penses, £1 18s 3d. Net 

Pateley Bridge — Mr. P. Eskholme, qly. 28 6d 

Manchester and Salford ... .•• ••• ••• 

Rmcorn^-^B,^\iaxD, C. Bowden, 2s 6d; Mr. J. B. Frith, 2s 6d; 
Mr. C. Gamett, 2s 6d; Mr. W. Griffiths, 2s 6d ; Mr. C. W. 
Hazlehurst, hm. £1 ; Mr. G. S. Hazlehurst, hm. £1 Is; 
Mr. J. D. Jones, 2s 6d; Mr. J. Morris, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. 
McQuinn, 2s 6d; Mr. Thomas Norman, 5s; Mr. S. 
Bayenscroft, 2s 6d; Mr. M. W. Shaw, 2s 6d; Mr, T. 
Simister, 2s 6d; Mr. S. Taylor, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. Temperley, 
2b 6d ; Miss Turner, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. Williams, 2s 6d 

o(. L/Ovu/mfV •.. ... ... ••• ••• ■•. 

NorthuMpton 1st <•. -•. ••• ••• ••• 

^om«— Mr. W. Fussell, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Brimson, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. Bussell, 2s 

j-o/oistoch ••. ••• •*• .•• ••• ... 

Manchester — Bro. John Atkinson, hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. 
Boullen, he. lOs ; Bro. D. Cleasby, 15s ; Mr. G. Cooper, 
hm. £t; Mr. H. Eaton, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. M. H. Fowler, 
he. 10s ; Bro. T. Hallam, hm. qly. 5s 3d; Mr. T. Lomas, 
hm. £2 2s ; Miss A. Bains, 5s ; Mr. B. Bains, he 10s 6d ; 
Mr. C. W. Bippon, hm. £1 Is 

Should — Mr. Alderman Bassett, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. C. H. 
Camm, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. B. Clegg, 5s ; Mr. Alderman 
W. J. Clegg, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Councillor J. C. Clegg, 5s ; 
Mr. F. H. Cockayne, he. 10s 6d ; Mr. W. Cockayne, he. 
lOs 6d ; Mr. John Cole, hm, £1 Is ; Mr. Thomas Cole, 
hm. £1 Is ; Mr. S. Cole, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Collins, 
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hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Glover, 5b ; Mr. L. Joel, hm. £1 Is ; 
Mr. W. Parker, he. 10 6d ; Mr. W. Parlby, hm. £1 la ; 
Mr. A. Priestley, 6s ; Mr. J. Wild, 5s ; Mr. Coimcillor 
G. Woodcock, hm. £1 Is. The following by Mrs. Free- 
borongh : Mr. C. Bnrgon, 6s ; Mr. W. H. Downing, 
2s 6d ; Mr. B. Freeborongh, hm, £1 Is ; Mrs. Free- 
borongh 5s ; Mr. J. Milner, 28 6d ; Mr. Bedfem, lOs ; 
Mrs. Red fern, 10s ; Mrs. J. Smith, hm. £1. The follow- 
ing by Miss Sharman : Mr. J. Aislewood, he. 10s ; Mrs. 
H. Alcard, he. lOs ; Mr. W. Batt, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. 
Binns, he. 10s; Mrs. Blyde, 2s 6d; Mrs. Booth, 2s 6d ; 
Mr. D. Chapman, he. 10s ; Mr. J. Chapman, he. 
IDs ; Mr. T. Chapman, hm. £1 ; Mr. T. Chapman, Jnn., 
hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Clarke, 5s; Mr. Cooker, 28 6d ; Mrs. H. 
E. Button, he, lOs ; Mrs. Elliott, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. Ellis, 
hm, £1 Is : Mr. J. Gallimore, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. W. 
GaUimore, hm. £2 2s ; Mr. J. Garfitt, he. lOs ; Mr. 
Hardy, 28 6d ; Mr. J. Ibberson, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. Eaye, 
hm, £1 Is; Mr. Knowlea, 2s 6d; Mr. G. S. Lee, he, 
lOs 6d; Mr. Peace, 5s; Mr. J. Peace, 2s 6d; Mr. T. 
Roberts, 5s ; Mr. J. Howarth, he. lOs ; Mr. A. Sharman, 
hm, £1 Is ; Mrs. A. Sharman, hm, £1 Is ; Mr. A. 
Sharman, |hc. IDs; Mr. Jabez Sharman, 5s; Mrs. John 
Sharman, hm. £1 Is; Ditto in memory of Mr. John 
Sharman, hm. £1 Is; Mr. G. W. Sharman, hm. £1 Is; 
Mr. J. H. Sharman, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. B. Smith, 2s 6d ; 
Mr. J. Starr, 5s ; Mr. G. Travis, 7s 6d ; Mr. G. W. 
Travis, hm.£l Is; Mrs. G. W. Travis, hm. £1 Is; Mr. 
J. Walton, 58; Mrs. C. Wardlow, hm. £1 Is; Mr. S. 
Wardlow, hm. £2 28 : Mr. R. Wheen, 5s ; Mr. G. Wilkin- 
son, 5s; Mr. G. Woodhead, 2s 6d; Mr. J. Wragg, hm. 

dwX J.D •■• ••• ■•* ••• ••• ••• 

Oxford — Mr Lindsey, hm. Jtl Is. 

Deptford and Woolwich — Mr. A. Cold well, 2s. ... 

JS6Vp&F ••• ••• ••• ••• •*• ••• 

JCMlvvw ••■ ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Scarborough— "Eiey. N. Boynes, 5s : Mr. Calvert, hm. £1 Is ; 

Mr. G. Dixon, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. E. Harland, 58 ; Mr. W. 

Pearson, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. Porrett, he. lOs 6d ; Mr. W. 

Robson, he. 10s; Mr. B. Smith, he. 10s 6d; Mr. R. 

Swift, hm. £1 ... ••• ••• >•• ••. 

^nOrfiicy •«* ••• *•• ••■ ■■' .■• 

Slcaford ••. .*• ••• ••• ••• «.. 

JOiatdstofic ... ••• .•• ... •.. ... 

Office ZAit -Mr. W. P. Griffith, hm. £1 Is; Rev. I. Jones, 

hm.£l Is ; Mr. W. Kilner, hm. £118; Rev. O. Sharpley, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr S. D. Waddy, Q.C., hm. £2 2s 
i^i^fl^W*— Captain King, hm. £2 2s... 
Chelsea — Miss Cuthbertson, hm. £l Is ; Mr. J. R. Cuth- 

bertson, he. lOs. 6d; Mrs. T. Cuthbertson, hm. £1 Is; 

Dr. Scatliff hm. £3 ; Mrs. Scatliff. hm. £1 ... 
Sovthfvark and Lambeth— Mi. W. Briggs, he. iOs; Mr. 

Brown, 5s ; Mrs. Hnggins, 28 ; Mr. G. W. Munt, he. 10s ; 

Mr. D. Plant, hm. £l Is; Mrs. Plant, hm. £1 Is; Dr. 

Powell, he. 10s. 6d 
Croydon — Mrs. Ward, hm. £1 Is 
JBinde Street ^Mr and Mrs. Bowles, qly. 2s ; Mr. Bonsfield, 

2s. 6d ; Mr. Welbourn, qly. Is; Mr. R. White, ho. lOs. 6d ; 

Miss Wright, hm. £1 Is 
JPreHdent'i List — See Letter ... ... 
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THE FIRST SHALL BE LAST AND THE LAST FIRST. 
A SERMON BY THE REV. T. A. SEED. 

Matt. zix. 30. 

Tms fayonrite saying of our Lord admits of many illustrations, and is 
capable of all but universal application. In the passage before us, it is 
used in reference to the Day of Judgment ; but in many minor judgments, 
before that of the Great Day, this saying is seen to be true. 

In the judgment of reason, e,g,y many things that were first come to 
be last. A man often turns right round the judgment he formed in 
earlier days concerning men and things. '^ When I was a child I thought 
as a child ; but when I became a man I put away childish things." Thus, 
in some degree, in the judgment of our reason, things which were first come 
to be last, and the last first. 

So it is, too, in the judgments of life. Boys who, in the opinion of the 
school, have been first, in the judgment of life have come out last. On 
the other hand, the boy who was the last at school has often taken the prize 
of life. Mr. Gladstone is said to have been thought quite a dunce at 
figures when he was at school ; but the all but uniyersal judgment of life 
has placed him first among the Chancellors of the Exchequer. And so it 
has been with thousands of others. I need not multiply instances to show 
that many who have been last in early life have come to be first in their 
matnrer years, and that many who have been first have come to be last. 
Nor need I more than remind you how the truth of the text has been 
illustrated and confirmed by the judgment of history. The records of time 
are crowded with examples. Indeed, I might say that all history is one 
long illustration and confirmation of this saying. Instances in abundance 
will occur to you of men and of nations that have sunk from the highest 
to the lowest, or that have risen from the lowest to the highest positions. 
But not only has this actually been the case ; the judgments which men 
have formed of men and things have often been reversed, as time has 
marched along. It is not, therefore, surprising that we should be foretold 
(as we are here) that the final judgment will, on a still larger scale, show 
the first to be last and the last to be first. 

In many cases, then, the judgment of time will be reversed at the last 
Great Day. Why ? 

I. Because the standard by which men will be judged will be dififerent. 
The rule by which men now judge human actions, is results. The world 
pays according to results. If a man does much, even though in doing it 
he has made no great moral efibrt, men will applaud and reward him 
greatly ; but if he does little, even though that little may have cost him a 
supreme moral efibrt, men will give him but little reward. For one man 
to resist a certain temptation, it requires an agony of moral efibrt ; but 
for another man to resist the very same temptation, it requires no effort 
June, 1881. u 
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at all. To attain a certain excellence, one man has to strive with all his 
might for many long laborious years ; whereas to another man the yery 
same grace seems to come without any effort. Men who are highly gifted 
in head and hearty may confer a boon upon society with no more self- 
denial than is exercised by a yery rich man in giving a handsome dona- 
tion ; whereas a man who is poor in such gifts of head and heart, is only 
able, after much prayer and effort, to do a yery little good; just as a poor 
man is able only, by positive self-denial,, to give away a little of his 
substance. 

Now, the world, and I am ashamed to say the Church, reward both these 
classes simply according to what they do, or do not do. They do not take 
into account the different gifts and means of different men, and then 
comparing these with the results, try to form an equitable judgment. 
There are exceptions, I know ; here and there you will find a man, who, 
in forming his opinions and distributing his rewards, takes all the circum- 
stances into account. But such men are exceptions. The mass of men 
judge simply by results. Let a man be successful, and society will crown 
him ; let him be unsuccessful, and, though he may deserve many crowns, 
society will pass him by. So much the worse for society. 

But the final standard is not results, but faithfulness. << Well done, 
good and faithful," not successful, '^ servant," is the sentence of the last 
tribunal. Not simply according to what is done, but according to what 
a man has, or has not to do with, will be the rule in that judgment ; ''for 
unto whomsoever much is given, of him much will be required." " If 
there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what a man hath 
and not according to what he hath not." Such a rule will reverse many 
of the judgments of men. The widow who gave her two mites, which was 
her all, though last, in the judgment of the keepers of the treasury, will 
there be first ; while many who cast in only of their abundance will be 
last. Many, who in adverse circumstances, and in spite of fierce tempta- 
tions, have maintained an upright and godly character, though here they 
may be last, will there be first ; while many who are here applauded for a 
saintly character, which their temperament and training and circum- 
stances almost thrust upon them, w;ill be last. Many a popular preacher, 
many a prominent leader in the Church, first here in honour and reward, 
will be last there ; while many humble, obscure workers here, because 
of their fidelity will there be first. 

II. But, secondly, there is another reason for this reversal of human 
judgments. 

Men judge the act ; God will judge the motive as well as the act. 
Human judgment, in very serious and public cases, endeavours to take 
note of the motive ; but, usually, it is felt that, as motives are beyond oar 
«ight, so they should be beyond our praise or censure. Bad men will 
sometimes take refuge in this fact, and appealing to the common senti- 
ment will say : ** You have no right to caU in question my motives." 
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But God knows oar motives, and will take them into account at the 
Oreat Day. Thej lie at the back of all'onr actions, and determine their 
moral worth. They will also determine God's judgment of us. "What a 
reyolution in the estimate of men and deeds will such a principle produce ! 
Men's motives are usually mixed. There are very few in this world, even 
among Christians, who are utterly sincere and true. Much that passes 
for good Christian work is substantially the outcome of selfishness and 
vanity and pride. Much that is called Christian zeal is made up largely 
of party spirit, pride of sect, ambition, rivalry, or even nothing more than 
physical excitement. Alas, much of the fire that is kindled on our altars 
is false fire ; much of the good work that we do is but wood, hay, 
stubble, and such-like worthless stuff. In the day when God shall judge 
the secrets of men by Jesus Christ how great and terrible will be the 
surprises and disclosures ! In the fire of that judgment how the wood, 
hay, stubble, will burn and crackle and vanish away I Many whose deeds 
were first in bulk and number and show, but last in real worth, will be 
last. And many whose deeds were but as the giving of a cup of water 
cut of love to Christ vnll be first. 

III. Then, thirdly, we must not forget that not only will the standard 
be different in the final judgment, that not only will motives be weighed 
as well as actions ; but in that day much secret good and evil will be dis- 
closed, and so the judgments of time will be reversed. 

There is much good purposely done in secret as well as much evil. 
Many a right hand does not know what the left hand is doing. There is 
much self-sacrifice and self-denial that is known to God alone. Thousands 
on thousands of quiet, holy women live in every generation, whose voices 
are not heard in the streets, but who daily offer themselves up in sacrifice, 
and render unto God a reasonable and acceptable service. Thousands of 
men, too, in their homes and at their work manifest a heroism and a 
patience that is not surpassed in the arena of more public life. Christ- 
like lives and godly deeds are often hidden in this world by the glare of 
fiashy words and flashier deeds. But all these are seen and chronicled 
by God against the day of reckoning. And in the day when the Books 
are opened and men are judged by their works, both good and bad, there 
will be a startling change of places. Many a Lazarus will find himself in 
Abraham's bosom, while Dives is afar off in his appropriate flames. The 
fishermen of Galilee will stand at the side of the glorified Eedeemer, 
while the chief priests and rulers are cast out ; and from a multitude of 
hearts like Mary's will the song ascend, in honour of the Judge : *' He 
hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted them of low 
degree." '* For many that are first shall be last, and the last first." 

What then especially should be the outcome of our meditation 
Patience ! Our text recognises the fact that in this world all men are 
not in their right places. The last are sometimes first, and the first last. 
That was the standing puzzle to the Old Testament worthies — the good 
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fortune of bad men, the bad fortune of good men. Thanks to the influence 
of Christianity a wonderful improyement has taken place in these respects 
since then. Character does not so often now go unrewarded ; for the 
kingdom of God is now more widely extended and more deeply rooted in 
the earth. Still, it must be confessed that yerj often the false and un- 
scrupulous get the prizes while the true and upright get the blanks of 
life. But this cannot go on for eyer. The time of reckoning and adjust- 
ment is approaching. Eyery reyersal of human judgment is a prophecy 
and a precursor of the Great Day of account. Let us be patient, then, 
and admire the patience of God. For a long time He bears with men 
and nations, pleads with them, layishes His gifts upon them, warns them 
of their peril. He holds back the ayenging hand so long as restoration 
is possible. But at length there comes a period when He says : ^' I haye 
long still holden My peace and refrained Myself, now will I destroy ;" and 
with a crash the blow is struck and one more hoary iniquity perishes* 
The history of the world is one long illustration of this long patience and 
of thb sudden destruction ; and what it behoyes us most solemnly to ask 
ourselyes is this : " Do we use aright this patient goodness which is the 
mark of the present; are we ready for that swift and fiery judgment 
which is the mark of the future ?" If we do, if we are, we shall bear 
without a murmur the seeming and the real inequalities in the lot of men. 
** I haye seen the wicked in great power and spreading himself like the 
green bay tree. Tet he passed away, and lo, he was not; yea, I sought 
him, but he could not be found. Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright, for the end of that man is peace." " For I say unto you, many 
which are first shall be last, and the last first." 



GOOD WOMEN OP SCRIPTURE MISUNDERSTOOD AND 

MISJUDGED. 

No. Y. — Mabt of Maodala.. 

Perhaps no New Testament saint has had greater discredit cast upon her 
good name than has Mary Magdalene. Writers and painters haye for 
ages yied with each other in depicting her as one eminently fair and fraiL 
Eyen in our own Protestant land, homes for reclaiming fallen women are 
called after her name ; and, as if to add insult to injury, the fine Magdalen 
College at Oxford is commonly spoken of as '' Maudlin " * College ; as if 
drunkeuDess were another yice of this Mary. 

There is no Scriptural warrant for all this, nor for any of it. St. Luke 
(yiii. 2), it is true, informs us that, out of Mary called Magdalene, seyen 
deyils had been cast, no doubt by our Lord ; but what effect these eyil 
spirits had upon her, or how they made their eyil presence known, we are 

* A niokname abbreyiation of ** Magdalen.'* 
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not infonned. Had they made her nnfit for chaste company, it is not at 
all likely that we should immediately read of her as attending upon oar 
Lord and His disciples, in company with <' Joanna, the wife of Chnza, 
Herod's steward, and Snsanna, and many others, which ministered nnto 
Him of their substance." 

A monument of the mercy of Jesus, who came to destroy the works of 
the Devil, she was ; beautiful she may have been, but that she had ever 
done anything which would cause a blush to rise on the modest cheek of 
any one who saw her with this company, is utterly improbable. 

Grateful for deliverance from Satanic power, and having wealth at com- 
mand, she devoted herself to the work of ministering to our Lord's 
necessities, from this, the first year of His public ministry, until the end. 
How many of the two or three thousand miles, which make the aggregate 
of our Lord's journeys to and fro, Mary of Magdala travelled, cannot be 
said ; but a large share of them, no doubt; and, certainly, as she was with 
JesQS in the first year's journeyings, so was she one of those who went up 
with Him from Galilee on His last journey to Jerusalem. She was one 
of those women who went with Him weeping, as He bare His Gross to 
Calvary, and stood near Him when He died ; for John says (xix. 25), 
'' Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother's 
sister, and Mary Magdalene." So patiently watching and weeping, she 
would see the soldier pierce His side, and would witness the taking down 
of His body by Joseph of ArimathaBa and Nicodemus ; also its hasty 
interment in a new cave in a garden near at hand. Then, like the rest, 
she went away to prepare spices and ointments, and to pray and weep, and 
weep and pray, until the Sabbath came and had passed away. 

Then on ** the first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, 
when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre." With her were also ** Mary 
the mother of James" and Joses, Salome the wife of Zebedee, Joanna the 
wife of Ghuza, Herod's steward, and certain others. They found that 
there had been an earthquake ; for the stone was rolled away from the 
cave's mouth. Mary Magdalene instantly ran back (about half-a-mile) 
to tell Peter and John that the sepulchre was open, and doubtless, the 
body taken away. The disciples ran to see, and Mary followed them. 
Meantime the other women, looking in, beheld the angel who kept guard 
over the folded linen and the empty cave ; who bade them return and tell 
the dirciples that Jesus was risen from the dead. Soon after came Peter 
and John, who went into the Sepulchre, and saw only the folded up linen 
clothes. Then they returned to the city ; but Mary Magdalene remained 
behind, weeping ; and, looking into the sepulchre, saw two angels sitting 
there, one at the head, the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had 
lain. Turning herself, she saw Jesus standing there, but it was not light 
enough for her to see His features ; so she said, '' Sir, if thou have borne 
Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away." 
Jesus saitb unto her, ''Mary." She knew the voice, and joyfully 
«xclaimed, <<BabboniI" 
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Leaying Mary, onr Lord appeared to the other women, who probably 
had returned from the city. Afterwards He showed Himself to Peter^ 
then to the two disciples on their way to Emmans, and the same erening 
to the apostles, Thomas being absent ; and so that first day of the week 
was ended. The Lord was risen indeed ; and the first to see Him was 
Mary of Magdala, a samt of God. T. C. 



THE WESLEYAN METHODIST LOCAL PREACHERS' 

MUTUAL-AH) ASSOCLiTION. 

Chapteb XL— Annual Mbetino at Louth. 1857. 

Bbotheb J. B. Shabplby, Loath, President. 

The Committee assembled on Saturday afternoon, as nsuaL Thirty cha- 
pels in the Louth, Alford, and Wainfleet Circuits were occupied by the 
brethren. Preaching in the Eastgate Chapel on Sunday morning at 
seyen, forenoon and eyening, and a loye-feast in the afternoon. Preaching 
at six o'clock on the mornings of Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, also 
on Wednesday eyening. 

The annual sermon to the Association was preached on Monday eyening, 
by the ex-President, Bro. Chamberlain: text, Luke xyi. 81. After the 
sermon the Lord's Sapper was celebrated. 

Monday morning, after the report had been read, Bro. J. B. Sharpley 
was unanimously elected President, James Wild re-elected Treasurer, and 
Bro. Wade Hon. Secretary. 

This being the year for making alterations in the rules, notices of more 
than a dozen alterations had been sent in ; but with the exception of a few 
miimportant ones, the brethren resolyed to let well alone. The meeting 
extended oyer three days, and considerable discussion took place. These, 
together with a report of a public meeting held on Tuesday eyening, will 
be found in *' The Looal Pbeaohees' Magazine,'' 1857, pages 206-220. 

The membership this year consisted of 2,116 benefit and 461 honorary ; 
showing a decrease of 112 benefit members, and 89 honorary; total 
decrease 151. Subscriptions from benefit members, £1,179; a decrease 
of £61 98. Sd. on the preceding year. The inyestment fund had sunk to 
£8,099 8s. 

The Magazine haying been reduced to 2d. monthly at the beginning of 
the year, and strenuous efforts haying been made, its circulation had been 
doubled. Still the balance-sheet showed a deficiency of £193 14s. on the 
Magazine account. A yery important alteration took place as to the 
bringing out of the Magazine for the next year, which is thus noticed in 
the yolume for 1857, page 376 : — 

'* The Magazine. — We haye yery great pleasure in announcing that 
measures haye been adopted by the Committee with regard to the 
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Magazine, which will materially enhance its interests, and facilitate the 
transaction of all business connected with it. Mr. Philip Parker, an 
active and prudent member of the General Committee, has undertaken to 
farm and superintend the sale for the year 1858.*' 

IN MEMORIAM. 

Brothbb J. B. Sharplet. 

Pbesidbmt of THB Annual Mbeting, 1857. 

J. 6. Shabflet was bom March 12, 1800, and died June 24, 1872. 
Henoe his life's day contained seyenty-two years three months and twelve 
days. 

Brother Sharpley was no ordinary man. His mind and character placed 
him at the head of his fellow townsmen, for he was thrice elected Mayor, 
and with the section of the Methodist family .where his lot was cast, he 
was universally acknowledged as the leader. In the erection of chapels 
he was not only consulted, but became a trustee to most of them. In a 
tablet erected to his memory in the Free Methodist Chapel, Louth, it is 
said of him : — 

" With a mind of great power, he combined earnest piety, Christian 
catholicity, and a large degree of public spirit ; by which he rose to a 
position of unusual influence both in civil and religious society. He was 
gaardian of the poor, justice of the peace, alderman, and thrice mayor of 
the borough. For fifty years he sustained with rare efficiency the offices 
of class-leader, local preacher, and trustee in connection with the Me- 
thodist Churches in the Loath Circuit." 

One who met in class with him for thirty years, says, *' 1 can bear tes- 
timony to his efficiency as a leader. He was regular in his attendance, 
punctual to a minute, and very seldom, if ever, extended the meeting 
beyond the hour. He was faithful, judicious, and very kind." 

As a Local Preacher, bis ministrations were not only interesting, but 
very profitable ; his earnestness carrying conviction to the sinner's heart. 
For upwards of thirty years he was secretary to the preachers' meeting. 
He began to preach when he was about twenty- one years of age, and con- 
tinued in the work till the Master said, '< It is enough," and ^* his body 
with his charge laid down." 

From the four sketches we have drawn, our readers will see what kind 
of men came to the front at first ; who, if they were honoured by occupy- 
ing the post of President, did honour to the office to which they were 
raised. 

Chapter XII. — Annual Meeting at Birmingham. 1858. 
Bro. John Towne, Melton Mowbray, President. 

This was the second annual meeting held at Birmingham. It was very 
fitting that the Association should hold a second meeting in this town ; 
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as from it more especially the society had sprang* The committee met 
on Saturday eyening, June 5th. On the Sunday nineteen chapels were 
supplied hy the delegates to the meeting. A loyefeast was held at Bath 
Street in the afternoon. 

Monday and Tuesday were taken up in the business of the Association. 
How many of the men whose names then appeared as taking part in the 
discussions are now no longer here. Bro. Towne was elected President, 
Bro. Wild re-elected Treasurer, and Bro. Wade Hon. Secretary. The 
report showed benefit members 2,087, honorary 482, total, 2,569 ; being 
a decrease of 29 benefit, but an increase of 21 hon. members ; total 
decrease of 8. The receipts from benefit members J^l,108 7s. 5d., 
being a decrease of £70 12s. 3d. The investment fand had sunk to 
Jg2,932 Is. 4d. 

A spirited and lengthened discussion took place on the Magazine, and 
although the loss apon it in 1857 was only £67 15s. 4d., a brother 
moyed that it be giyen up. No one yentared, however, to second the 
motion, and it met with no favour from the meeting, which resolved to 
carry it on, hoping, under the new management, that the state of things 
would improve. 

As affairs were going backwards, one brother suggested that the £105 
salary of the general secretary be reduced. That was not thought rea- 
sonable, as the duties of his office occupied the whole of his time. 
Besides keeping the books, his correspondence numbered 2,000 letters 
annually. 

A public meeting was held on the Monday evening in the Music Hall, 
under the presidency of Sir John Ratcliffe, Mayor. He gave utterance 
to a sentiment which has found an echo in the language of Lord Mayor 
Mc Arthur, as recorded in our January number of this year, page 11. 
'' For my own part, I consider that the duty of preaching j the Gospel, 
Sabbath after Sabbath, as it was preached by the body of Local 
Preachers, was a daty of infinitely greater importance than that of any 
merely temporal office, such as I now have the honour to fill.*' 

On Tuesday evening, Bro. Chamberlain, in the absence of the ex-Pre- 
sident, preached the annual sermon in Mosely Street Chapel, text, Matt, 
vii. 13, 14, << The broad and the narrow way." After the sermon the 
Lord's Supper was commemorated. We don't think the brethren lately 
have improved upon this practice of having an official sermon from the 
ex- President. 

Chapter XIH. — Annual Meeting at Norwioh. 1859. 
Brother Joseph Massingham, Norwich, President, 

The General Committee met on Saturday, June 4th. The brethren sup- 
plied a number of places on Sunday, 5th, and collections were taken. 
The annual sermon was preached in Calvert Street Chapel on Sunday 
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morning, by Bro. Towne, the outgoing President. A love-feast was held 
m the afternoon, and the Lord*s Supper was celebrated at night in the 
same chapel. 

The business commenced on Monday morning. A tea and public 
meeting was held in the eyening. On the Tuesday the business was 
resnmedy and concluded the same day. 

The report showed that the number of members was 2,481, of whom 
490 were honorary. The benefit members' subscriptions this year 
amounted to dgl,054 7s. lid., being £53 19s. 6d. less than the previous 
year ; but it is pleasing to notice that the free eubsbriptions had increased 
to dgl,046 lis. 4d., being an increase of i6233 Os. Id. on the year. This 
favourable result was owing to the commencement of a practice by the 
President which has been carried out since. Bro. Towne, at his own 
expense, provided collecting cards, which were distributed throughout the 
branches ; and by this means i£330 was raised. Any brother who now 
aspires to the office of President must work or give ; or, rather, must 
work and give. 

The Magazine had risen under the new management, and the loss upon 
it for 1858 was only £44 lis. 9d. Nothing is reported as having been 
said at this meeting about giving it up. 

The balance-sheet showed that the stock had risen to £3,243 12s. 3d.| 
being an increase of £311 10s. lid. on the year. 

At this meeting it was resolved to hold a bazaar in London on behalf 
of the Association, at the time of the next annual meeting. The month 
was not allowed to pass away before a special meeting was held at Bro. 
Thomas Cuthbertson's, Chelsea. Besolutions were passed. A lady trea- 
surer, three lady secretaries, and a number of ladies were named to form 
an effective working committee. In September we find the Bazaar Gom- 
inittee had taken shape. Mrs. Wild was appointed treasurer, Mrs. Thos. 
Cuthbertson, Mrs. Loxdale, and Mrs. Harding, hon. secretaries. These 
secretaries put themselves in communication with all the branches. 
Ladies* Committees were formed all over the country, and the matter 
was taken up and carried out with fine spirit. 

At this Norwich meeting, in addition to the election of Bro. Massing- 
ham as President, Bro. Wild was re-elected Treasurer, and Bro. Wade 
Hon. Secretary. 

m MEMOEIAM. 

Bbotheb Joseph Massingham. 

Pbesident of the Annual Meeting, 1859. 

Joseph Massingham was bom at Cottishall, Norfolk, December 4th, 1810, 
and died February 22nd, 1868. His life's day on earth compressed into 
fifty-eight years two months and eighteen days. 
Of the brethren who were elected to the presidency, Joseph Massing- 
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ham, so far as onr record extends, appears to have been the youngest man^ 
and to have lived the shortest life ; only fifty-eight years. Bros. English 
and Cnthbertson died at the age of sixty- one. 

Bro. Massingham was converted to God when he was about twenty 
years of age, and became a local preacher when he was abont twenty-t-four,. 
and a class-leader a year or two after. Wherever he went in the first 
capacity the people flocked to hear him, although he had very humble 
views of himself as a preacher, and shrunk from engaging extensively m 
that work. But he had a very great influence over young men ; and 
many, under his guidance, were broaght out as local preachers, and have 
done good service in the church of God. One now in London would do 
credit to any pulpit in the land. 

It was as a class-leader that Bro. Massingham excelled. He had three 
classes in Norwich, containing 130 members. One who met with him 
says, '< As a leader I believe few could equal him. He had a power of 
penetration, was sound in judgment, but kind, gentle, and winning; 
hence he gathered around him a large number of the youth of the church, 
by whom he was greatly beloved. Although he had a great many Uy 
speak to at each meeting, he had something fresh for every one ; his 
resources in this respect seemed to be exhaustless, and the meetings 
were as interesting as they were profitable.'' 

As he was one of the treasurers of the Beform Fund, we frequently 
met in committee, and in the annual meeting, and we never heard him 
utter a harsh word, nor knew him to do an unkind act. He was a fine 
specimen of the Christian gentleman. He was modest and retiring ; and 
although his talents and his character brought him to the front, there wa& 
nothing assuming about him. He is gone early ; one would think too 
.early ; but " the Lord had need of him." 

{To be continued.) 



A BRIEF FAMILY TOUR IN DEVON AND CORNWALL. 

( Continued from page 151.^ 

Monday, October Ibth. — We were up middling early, to be in time for Ahe 
omnibus. Our hotel bill contained charges of six shillings a day for 
attendance, and three days reckoned, making eighteen shillings for that 
item. As we arrived in the evening of Friday, and were leaving in the 
morning of Monday, and had been away nearly the whole of Saturday, 
having had dinner attendance on Sunday only, we thought the charge for 
attendance extravagant, and therefore, complained and appealed against 
it. The landlord, on having the matter placed before him, at once 
struck off six shillings, restricting the charge under that item to two 
days. With this we were satisfied, as we were with tb« comfort of the 
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lioase and the oonrtesj of its ooonpants, from the landlord, and maid&and 
all, doim to the boots. 

We took onr departure by 'bus at a quarter past eight for Bodmin Boad 

Station, and enjoyed the run thither in the light of day, the country 

abounding with beautiful alternation of hill and yalley, sylyan and rural 

scenery, with glimpses of distant mountains. Soon after we had started, 

on reaching the outer skirts of Bodmin, a clerical gentleman ascended our 

conyeyance and took an outside seat. He was attended to the yehicle by 

the yicar, who was bareheaded, and looked the picture of health and good 

humour. He is a man of good muscular deyelopment, and of uncommon 

energy. His influence must be great in a small town, and that town the 

capital of the county. All the more to be regretted is the fact that he is 

a Bitoalist, inculcating the dogma of sacramental grace in the ritualistic 

sense, and therefore, that of Baptismal Begeneration. JBut Cornwall is 

notorious for the number of its ritualistic clergy. They are gentlemanly 

men, yaluing themselyes as Priests of a National Ohurch, which is said 

to be rapidly increasing the number of its adherents at present. No doubt 

its eleyation into a Bishopric will haye that effect for a while. All the 

more need is there that the Wesleyans, who are the most numerous of the 

religious bodies in this county, adhere with tenacity to their original 

simplicity and spirituality. It will not do for them to fall back upon 

Church forms and ceremonies. If they do, they will commit religious 

suicide, although retaining corporate and ecclesiastic organisation. As 

for conformity to Church forms in hope of laying hold of Church people 

and drawing them to Methodism, it is too low an object for a Christian 

people to haye in yiew ; and, if successful, would only be so with loyers of 

formality, and would haye a deteriorating effect upon the religious body 

resorting to such methods. 

At Bodmin Boad Station we resumed our homeward journey, and had 
a yery pleasant run through the wooded undulations and arable lands of 
part of Cornwall, and the pastures of south-western Deyon, to Newton 
Abbot Junction ; but there we were disconcerted by the miserable confu- 
sion attending the transference of ourselyes and our impedimenta to a 
branch line, which we had to encounter in order to get to Torquay. The 
doors of our carriage were locked, and we were some time before we could 
obtain attention from anyone to liberate us. Then, as soon as that had 
been effected, there was a rush of female passengers to the compartment 
we were yacating, who, in spite of all expostulation, persisted — ^some of 
them — in thrusting themselyes and their luggage into the places for such 
things before we could possibly get ours out. Then we had to carry our 
own boxes, and ba^s, and other things through one of the carriages of 
another train on other rails in order to get to the train by which we had 
to trayel, and were perplexed by there being two trains for different 
places, and ourselyes directed first to the wrong one and then to the right 
O^e. Wh^ that was Htccon^lishe^i we ba4 to .obtain tickets for our 
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destination, and the booking-office was on the opposite side of the line 
from where we were. I went for the tickets, whilst others looked after ail 
other matters requiring attention. The line is so mnch lower than the 
platform, that it cannot be crossed without a long round being taken to 
get over at a crossing-place. I had to hasten thither, and then a long 
distance to the booking-office ; and there I was stopped and required to 
produce my tourist ticket for the main line before being allowed to enter. 
At last I got return tickets, as I supposed, for Torquay, having asked for 
«uch ; and I had to run and recross the line, to reach the train* At 
length we got off, and when in transit, had the additional mortification to 
discover that our tickets were for Torre instead of Torquay, being a mile 
short of the latter place. 

On arriving at the Torquay Station, we learned that the difference in 
the fare was twopence each, and that we should have to pay the same on 
our return as well as on our arrival, although it would have covered our 
return if the right tickets had been supplied at Newton Abbot Junction. 
The blunder was the booking clerk's, not mine, we demurred, therefore, 
to paying the extra twopence more than once. We appealed from the 
ticket collector to the station master, who made the same statement as the 
other. I declared my readiness to pay the extra eightpence for the four 
tickets, but not to pay twice ; and that, small as was the sum, I would 
submit to detention, or to have some of my luggage detained, rather than 
submit to an injustice. A good deal of altercation and explanation fol- 
lowed, which resulted in a promise to see us clear on our return. So 
much time was lost, however, that the omnibus went without us, and we 
had to engage a carriage to take us to the Queen's Hotel, whither we went 
t)n the station-master's recommendation. The charge for the carriage 
was a shilling more than the amount of the omnibus fare for four persons. 
We paid that, however, with more content of mind than in paying an 
^xtra eightpence unjustly. 

It was about one o'clock when we reached the hotel ; so we got a light 
luncheon, as there was to be a table d'hSte at seven o'clock. We then 
engaged a carriage for a drive, and started at twenty-five minutes after 
two. We were taken a most delightful round, along the hill southward, 
overlooking Tor Bay ; then by Babbicombe and Watcombe, calling to see 
the terra cotta works, round which we were conducted by a girl, to whom 
we gave a shilling for her service of half or three-quarters of an hour. 
In the show-room were many articles for sale ; but we thought the prices 
too high. The whole process of the manufacture is much the same as 
that of ordinary pottery and china. We all enjoyed the coast scenery 
much more than we did seeing these works ; only our driver thought they 
should not be passed by visitors without being seen. All the scenery is 
exceedingly romantic and wild ; and it is interesting to look upon scenes 
in the midst of which William III. landed, when he came, as invited, in 
1688, to rid England of papal deceivers and oppressors. It is a memo- 



FAMILY TOUB IH DBYON AND OOBITWAIiL. 173^ 

rable epoch in British history ; every recollection of which should inspire 
ns with ardent gratitude. Carried by a man from his barge through the 
water, his feet touched English soil at Brixham, at that time a fishing 
Tillage, as now it is a fishing town, on the opposite side of the bay. 

Our drive occupied three hours and ten minutes, for which we paid 
nine shillings. We found the wind very strong, and uncomfortably cold. 
We were glad of a long walk for the sake of gaining warmth. Two of us 
walked fully a mile, to a lodging-house beyond the station, where were 
two sisters related to us ; their father, who was a widower, having but 
recently died. We were glad to see them, as they were to see us. 

The wind being from the east, had made the sea so powerful that the 
surf dashed over the wall into the road. In some parts it was necessary 
to run as quickly as possible in order to avoid a copious shower of salt 
water. In returning to the town the tide had risen higher, and part of 
the road was overflowed abundantly. The water was coming over the 
wall in sheets. A load of hay on its way to the town afiforded acceptable 
shelter from the fury of the elements. A flood had accumulated on some 
parts of the road, and that had to be waded through, to the discomfort of 
one's feet. 

At the appointed hour of seven we dined, and had a very welcome and 
enjoyable meal, consisting of delicious soup, turbot, roast lamb, stewed 
pears, and cheese. There was also roast duck upon the table, and thero 
were added tapioca pudding and apple tart. We were surprised that no 
other guests besides ourselves were at the table d'hote^ but the waiter 
told us seventeen had left on the previous day, or in the morning of this 
day, I am not sure which ; and that October is usually a slack month at 
Torquay, but that they always begin to be busy in November. The place 
is more for winter resort than for summer ; and mostly for invalids having 
affections of the chest. 

Tuesday^ October 16^A. — I felt to need rest; so I remained within and 
occupied myself in writing until two o'clock. I then lunched, and after 
that retired to our sitting-room and rested upon a sofa until half-past 
four. I then rose, washed, and went out for a walk, going as far as 
Daddy Hole Plain, beyond the Imperial Hotel. It is an elevated plateau^ 
commanding views of the bay and the country around, with a great 
variety of objects, and affording cool and invigorating sea-breezes when 
the heat is oppressive in the town. There are some villa residences near, 
and a row of houses occupied by coastguardmen. I rambled about the 
margin of the deep chasm called the Daddy Hole, formed centuries ago^ 
perhaps, by the slipping away of a vast mass of rocks, through the under- 
mining action of the sea. It is clothed with lichens, moss, ferns, grass^ 
flowers, &c., and has trees growing in all the wildness of uncontrolled 
nature. Near the rocks below are caught grey mullet, conger, and 
several other kinds of fish. 

On the southward brink of the plain were two coastguardsmen on the 
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look-out. Getting into oonvenation with them, one of them told methtt 
an aged gentleman and his son a few years ago were out in a boat, and 
put into the little cove at the foot of the cliff, when a little water got into 
the boat; They landed there, and attempted to climb the cliff by a steep 
and roagh path, which is practicable to some yonng men. The old 
gentleman took a divergent path, and was impeded by a projecting piece 
of rock. His son ascended by the right path, and reached the plain 
safely. The father became confased in mind by his perilous position. 
The son called to the guardsmen to render aid for his father's rescue. 
They let down ropes, and a blanket to be wrapped round him ; and, haying 
by tibiese means secured his person, hauled him up to the top. Soon after 
they had landed him safely, he died in the arms of my informant. How 
uncertain is human life I We know not when, where, nor by what means 
we may be called away. This we know : " At such an hour as ye think 
not, the Son of Man cometh." 

Wednesday^ October 17th, — The atmosphere was thick, concealing dis- 
tant objects. We took a walk in the direction of Paignton, a minor 
watering place on the other side of the bay. We found a shore there 
thickly strewed with fragments of sheUs, and many whole ones, of various 
kinds ; bivalves and univalves, but most of the former of the large cockle 
kind. We gathered a considerable number to take to the juniors at home. 
We walked forwards to the harbour, and then turning into the village, or 
little town, found an omnibus, by which we were conveyed to within a 
short distance of our hotel, which we entered, and enjoyed luncheon, for 
which we all were ready. After resting a while, we engaged a boat for 
an hour's row, there being no wind. We had two agreeable men, who 
rowed well, starting at twenty minutes to four o'clock. The tide was 
coming in gently, yet with considerable swell. Proceeding at a short dis- 
tance from the shore, we rounded the prominent rock called the Thatcher, 
and returned thence direct to the harbour. We had a fine view of the 
town and its environs, and were on the water im hour and three-quarters^ 
within two minutes. 

Thursday, October ISth. — We rose a little eaflier than usual, intending 
to take our departure. On examining our bill we found the charges much 
higher than at any other place that we had visited during our tour. Onr 
apartments were 10s. 6d., being 28. 6d. more than anywhere else; onr 
dinners 18s. for four persons, being 2s. more than at Bodmin, 4s. more 
than at Falmouth, 6s. more than at Penzance, and 10s. more than at the 
Lizard. The variety, however, was greater, and the style of service 
higher than at any hotel that we had visited. The most extravagant 
charge was for breakfast, being 3s. each, whatever we had, whether a 
couple of eggs and dry toast, or eggs and bacon, or ham, or cold meat, 
and coffee and tea. The most that we had ^aid elsewhere was 2s. 6d., 
and in some places 2s. each for breakfast, with meat or eggs, or both. At 
our last breakfast, too, we had coffee both cold and poor^ as left by some 
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ifho had breakfasted earlier, or else half-warmed-np coffee left on the pre- 
<!eding day. In all respects bat that we were as comfortable as we oould 
wish at the Qaeen's Hotel ; but were I to go again to Torquay I would try 
to find a cheaper house. The place itself, howeyer, is very expensive. It 
is dependent upon visitors and ailing people, and is the resort of those who 
have ample means, and can spend money freely. There are also many 
servants at the Queen's, and the rooms are larger and better furnished 
than are those of the generality of hotels, though not much superior to 
those of the Western at Penzance. 

At nine o'clock the 'bus left the hotel for the station. I walked thither, 
to secure a comfortable compartment. The station-master supplied me 
with four tickets for Newton Junction. There we got seated in a through 
carriage for London, whither we had a most comfortable journey, and 
arrived at Paddington nearly at the time fixed, thirty-five minutes after 
four. The only places at which the train paused were Exeter, Taunton, 
Bristol, Bath, and Swindon. 

This terminated our seventeen days' tour in Devon and Cornwall ; a 
tour, like all other tours, haviug as many annoyances as could be patiently 
borne, but attended by mercies innumerable, and enjoyments most 
pleasurable ; and so largely promotive of health to the whole party, and 
especially to the dear invalid for whose benefit chiefly it had been pro- 
jected and undertaken, that we were filled with gratitude and gladness. 
Whatever the expense incurred, a long bill of one or two medical men 
might have been much more ; besides which, all the enjoyment would have 
been foregone, and the precious treasure of increased knowledge, 
experience, and agreeable recollections totally unknown. Then we had 
the delight of joyous welcome home by those, dearly beloved, whom we 
had left at our respective homes, and who anticipated our return with all 
the warmth of domestic endearment. 

My advice to my juniors is, if you would have the purest and most 
elevating pleasure that can be had from things natural, save the needful 
means, by industry and frugality, and spend what you can properly spare 
in suitable and well-considered touring ; first in your native land, and then, 
if practicable, in lands beyond the British islands. And if you are really 
a Christian, let it be seen, unmistakably, wherever you go, that you are 
decidedly a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Bible. 



BBOTHER WILLIAM JAMESON IN AMERICA. 

I iiXFT New York with many grateful recollections of the exteme atten- 
tions I received there, to commence a journey to the far West, as the 
Convention in Baltimore was not to take place before October, having 
travelled some 2,000 miles. Many events occurred over these vast prairies 
to which I will not now make further reference, as I may do so at some 
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fatare time. I returned from my jonmeying to attend the meeting of 
the National Local Preachers* Association. After a long and tedious 
journey of six days I reached Washington, about thirty- six miles south 
of Baltimore, the latter city being all astir with the 150th celebration of 
its foundation. It was between nine and ten o'clock p.m. when we 
reached Washington, and many stayed there all night, fearing there 
would be small chance of accommodation at Baltimore. I, howerer, went 
on, arriving at half-past ten, very weary with my journey. I went to 
seyeral hotels, but found all full, and at last was glad to share with six 
others in separate beds, made up in barrack-room style. 

The annual gathering of the National Local Preachers' Association 
had been looked forward to with considerable interest, especially from the 
fact that it was to be at Baltimore, where open hearts and doors would be 
ready to welcome all comers. This I fully realised on reaching the house 
of my kind host, Francis W. Heath, Esq., Baltimore. Methodists know 
how to entertain strangers, taking them to their homes and providing 
for them royally ; and * Baltimore may be considered the hotbed of 
Methodism. 

Another point of interest was the fact that the Convention was to be at 
the same time as the city celebration ; though some feared ours would 
suffer, but it did not. No one would think Baltimore 150 years old, 
from its present appearance. It looks as fresh as youth, and as blooming 
as a rose. For a week the enthusiasm and commotion scarcely ceased 
day or night. The decorations were magnificent ; many of the designs 
most beautiful and unique, and fireworks each night; torchlight pro- 
cessions, large buildings literally covered with flags, our own gathering 
being happy and prosperous, and much love shown by the brethren. The 
Bev. Isaac P. Oook, the well-known and greatly beloved Local Preacher, 
the honoured head for so many years of Baltimore City Local Preachers* 
Association, was elected, for the present year, President of the Local 
Preachers' Association, which has honoured itself by placing at its head 
one of the foremost men of Baltimore, so thoroughly qualified for the 
duties of the presidency. Personally, I have been greatly favoured with 
his attentions and friendship, as with many others during my stay here*. 
I enclose a copy of a letter from Mr. Cook to me : — 

" To Rev, W, Jameson, of London, 

** My respected Brother, — It affords me much pleasure to assure 
you that your visit and valuable services during the Twenty-third Annual 
Meeting of the National Local Preachers' Association of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of the United States, have been highly appreciated by 
our American brethren. The kind reception given to our esteemed bro- 
ther Eev. J. Field, as our delegate to your Association, has more closely 
united the Methodist Local Preachers together in America and Europe*. 
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It has been my honour to haye been considered in yoar company, and I 
hare been strongly impressed by your marked intelligence and ardent 
derotion to Methodism. I leave with yon this personal mark of my esteem 
and regards, before bidding yon a final farewell until we meet in heaven. 

'* Yours in bonds, 

" I. P. Cook." 

The introduction of Methodism into the American Colonies is attributed 
by Ohurch authorities to two Wesleyan Local Preachers from Ireland ; 
but where it commenced, or in what place, are open questions. President 
Isaac P. Cook, who has made American Methodism a study, in an address 
delivered before the Association, said, '' Maryland proffers her claims as 
the birthplace of American Methodism, under the ministry of Robert 
Strawbridge, in Frederick County, about 1760~8ay 120 years ago. New 
York claims the same honour for Philip Embury, one is Maryland 
history, the other New York. Each claimant is satisfied with the proof 
and title to priority. So let it be. We are amongst the firstborn of 
American Methodism, *' where so many minds differ in opinion, a stranger 
cannot decide." Being in Baltimore, the metropolitan city of Maryland, 
and mingling considerably with preachers and people, it need be no sur- 
prise that my judgment inclines to the priority of B. Strawbridge, the 
first active Wesleyan Local Preacher in America. 

After fulfilling many engagements, it brought me to the beginning of a 
winter unparailed for severity for more than half a century, rendering it 
impossible to proceed, up to the present time, on a long course of travel 
still before me, which will render it, I am sorry to say, impossible for me 
to return in time to join in our annual gathering at Sheffield, in June 
next. I feel deeply indebted to the dear brethren in this country for the 
extreme kindness I have met with, being invited to all their meetings, 
public and private, and published to occupy the pulpit of one or other of 
their most beautiful churches. I take this, of course, as a compliment to 
the Association I represent. 

The honour of preaching the first Methodist sermon in Baltimore 
belonged to Jx)hn King, an English Methodist Local Preacher, who emi- 
grated to America 1769, and desired a licence to preach. While that 
was being considered, King appointed to preach at Potters Square Fields, 
among the graves of the poor. It was not long before he met with 
Strawbridge, in his embryo circuit in Maryland. For some time the two 
travelled and preached together right lovingly. His first sermon at 
Baltimore was preached upon a blacksmith's block. This part, which 
now comprises one of the finest portions of the city, containing amongst 
other notable structures, the famous marble Washington monument, and 
the very elegant Mount Vernon Episcopal Church. 
The President was good enough to send me the following letter : — 
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" October 21st, 1880. 
*' Bey. W. Jameson, in company with the Bey. I. P. Cook, and others 
of the National Association of Local Preachers of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, yisited Mount Olivet Cemetery, near Baltimore city. It contains 
about sixty acres of ground, securely enclosed with a keeper's house and 
gateway, built of stone. It is the great Methodist burial-ground, and is 
the exclusive property of the Methodist Church, sold under certain con- 
ditions to any purchaser. A plot of ground secured by granite curb and 
iron railings, is designated as the preacher's lot, in which travelling 
preachers may be interred. That lot is a most sacred place on account of 
the dead whose ashes rest there. 

1. A marble monument bears the name, Bobert Strawbridge, a Local 
Preacher from Ireland, who introduced Wesleyan Methodism into Mary- 
land, and the first in America, about 1760. 

2. The Bishop's monument, large and costly, bearing the name of 
Francis Asbury, from England, the first ordained Protestant Bishop in 
America ; Enoch Qeorge, a holy, melting, useful bishop ; James Emory, 
a bishop of great learning, who was killed by being thrown from his car- 
riage ; Bishop Beverley Waugh, a man of spotless character, holy, and 
useful. 

3. A beautiful polished marble monument in memory of Jesse Lee ; the 
first to establish Methodism in New England States, about ninety years 
since. 

4. A stone monument to Henry Smith, the beloved John of Baltimore 
Conference, who died aged ninety-three. 

The other monuments and gravestones are too numerous to name. 
Many local and travelling preachers are interred in their family lots, with 
monuments and gravestones. It is fast becoming the city of the dead in 
Christ. The place where human harvest grows, awaiting the first resur- 
rection of the dead." 

On our return we passed " The Home for Aged Methodists," a large, 
handsome brick building, into which persons of our church not less than 
sixty years of age are admitted for life, on the payment of one certain 
sum of money by their friends. There are about fifty inmates, comfort- 
able and happy* (I preached to them a few Sundays ago.) The Cen- 
tenary Biblical Institute for the education of young men of colour as 
teachers, or for the ministry, is a costly stone building, nearly com- 
pleted. When ready, the present school will be removed thither. 
There are about fifty young men receiving instruction.'' 
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ON THE WAY TO NEW ZEALAND. 

(Contimied,) 

November 6thj 1880.— Arrived in the beantifnl bay of St. Yincent, and at 
2 p.m. cast anchor in twelve fathoms of clear, pale-blue water, which, for 
bathing and fishing, is all that coald be desired. From a cloudless sky a 
burning sun poured down his rays upon us. The thermometer stood 96* 
in the shade. The bay is belted round with a chain of rugged, barren 
mountains, evidently of volcanic origin. The town, as it is called, is a 
miserable looking place, stretching along the basis of the mountains, and 
is comprised principally of low mud huts, inhabited by a fine specimen of 
the coloured race. The men are generally tall and well-proportioned ; and 
some of the ladies pronounced their countenances to be of a pleasant cast. 
In business matters they are shrewd, and know how to drive a bargain, 
and keep on the right side. Presently the coloured merchants were 
floating round about us with their boats well stocked with articles of mer- 
chandise : chains of black and white coral, <&c., and splendid tropical 
frnits— oranges, lemons and bananas. The market was fairly opened, and 
a fine stroke of business done. From twenty voices, male and female, 
" How much for one hundred oranges ? " " 68. 6d. ! " " No 1 " " Then 
5s. 6d. " "No, no." "Well, will you give 4s. 6d. ? ye monish first." 
" No 1 send up that bag I " After much ado we got the bag and selected 
three hundred fine oranges. Some stupids paid the money first, but the 
dark fraternity never learnt how to give change ; had none, or would row 
to. shore to get it, but forgot to return till the vessel was gone. Alto- 
gether we had thirty hours at St. Yincent, enlivened by many amusing . 
incidents. Coal secured, and anchor weighed, off we started for seven 
weeks more of cloud and sunshine, storms and calms. Little did I think 
what a wide world of water lay before us ; seven weeks, and never saw 
land or sail. 

Life upon the ocean deep is not at all desirable when you have a number 
of disagreeable associates. Only imagine ! Nearly five hundred human 
beings cooped up into the contracted space of 290 ft. by 40 ft. Our first 
week passed away in comparative silence and seclusion. The doctor and 
nnrse were considerably more in request than the cook and the waiter. 
Our first Sabbath dawned with many smiles : a cool breeze, a clear sky, 
and a warm sun. At 11 a.m. the Church bell rang out its sweet notes, 
inviting all to worship Him who made the sea, and whose hands fashioned 
the dry land. Mr. Jones, an elderly clergyman, preached an excellent 
sermon. Li the afternoon a chiidrens' service was held, and the young 
hearers appeared to be interested very much. In the evening Mr. GiUam, 
a young Wesleyan Minister, delivered his message with intelligence and 
zeal worthy of his Master's cause. All honour to this excellent young 
minister, who, in the face of great opposition and many petty annoyances, 
was yet undaunted. Infidelity raged, and threatened terrible things. He 
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wonld absolutely ring for his sopper in the midst of the sermon. Yonn^ 
ladies, too, curled up their lips with constant sneers : " We don't approye 
of double-faced young men." " Ministers ought to live what they profess 
to be," &o. 

Mr. Gillam had spent one hour with a band of spiritualists, and that 
was his crime. By-the-bye, the spirit told them that evening that the 
great tragedian, Irving, in London, had died that night, and his spirit 
was then present with them. To my great astonishment, when I arrived 
in Ohristchurch I found that his death had been announced by telegram 
some three or four weeks before. To me it is almost incomprehensible ; 
but one thing is certain, if Irving really is dead, no human being could 
possibly have communicated the intelligence to us in mid-ocean, thousands 
of miles from land. The superstitious sailors augured terrible things.. 
Things never go well when there are parsons on board ; winds and waves 
always contrary. 

The young men were exceedingly humane. It had been my custom for 
some nights to sleep on deck ; so they embraced the opportunity in the 
stillness of the night to drench me with nine pails of water, and sent my 
iron bedstead overboard for Neptune to sleep upon. Poor young men f 
I had nothing but pity for them. When money and friends are gone 
landed on a foreign shore, far away from the kind ministering hand, 
which had turned the door-key many and many a time long after midnight 
hours; then the solemn hours of reflection come, and oh! what bitter 
pangs they will have. Some of them had respectable, well-to-do Wesleyan 
parents. One young man, mad with whisky, dashed his gold about like 
dust ; another dealt it out to the seamen with a prodigal's hand. Gard- 
playing, dice-throwing, gambling, drinking, and the use of terribly 
blasphemous language was the order of the day with them. 

In all sincerity I would say to the parents of England, if you love your 
sons and daughters, and desire their spiritual welfare, never send them on 
long sea voyages, except you are with them to shield and guard from the 
most subtle influences which the gold-lace gentlemen draw around them. 
Poor innocents I they soon fall into the meshes. The whisky bottle is the 
great fosterer of evil. Ships ought never to be sailing grog-shops. A 
tremendous responsibility rests somewhere.. To speak of all that I have 
seen, I dare not. Imagine a young lady drunk ; others dressed up in 
men's clothes. One's inmost nature revolts at the scenes we are compelled 
to witness. If PlimsoU would only take the matter in hand, and get a 
law passed that no drink should be sold, or had, on board a vessel, virtue 
would triumph, and the Insurance Companies would be great gainers. 
Should I ever cross the ocean again, my first inquiry will not be, what 
vessel ? but. Who is the captain ? Is he a man who fears God, and hates 
strong drink ? W. £owbon» 
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In the middle of April the followinff 
telegram was forwarded to the Lord 
Mayor by Mr. Qt)sehen in relation to 
the appalling Ohio earthquake : " Ur- 
gent requirements at Ohio increase 
daily. Present resources adequate 
only for immediate wants. Fear great 
distress in the future. We beg you 
most earnestly to take measures yon 
deem best to stimulate subscriptions." 
Similar appeals are continually being 
made to Lord Mayor's for the time 
being, on various calamities, as they 
from time to time arise. We should 
think it would be possible to establish 
a Lord Mayor's Universal Benificent 
Fund, to be previously in hand to 
meet such calamitous cases of dis- 
tress. Such a proceeding would only 
be in accordance with the inspired 
words ready beforehand^ and would 
prevent much anxiety. 

The withdrawal of the British 
troops from Affghanistan will have 
given general satisfaction. The Local 
Preachers* Magazine condemned the 
A%han invasion as a grand robbery. 
Having regarded the action of the 
late Government as a great wrong, 
we are only consistent in rejoicing 
that our soldiers have returned to 
India. 

BsMABKABLE testimonies are con- 
tinually arising on the subject of 
Temperance. The annual report of 
Dr. Davies, presented to the Kent 
magistrates on the discontinuance of 
the beer diet to the inmates of the 
Sent Lunatic Asylum at Famingham, 
has been going the round of all the 
papers. The report says: '*From 
careful observation of the efiPects of 
alcoholic stimulants upon the patients 
under his care, he became convinced 
that it was not advisable to continue 
to supply exciting beverages to them, 
which he felt sure had a tendency to 
prolong their malady, and conduce to 
a speedy relapse after their discharge." 

Equally important to the above is 
a letter which Sir Garnet Wolseley 
addressed to the President of the 
Grantham Temperance Association 
on the 21st of April last. The leUer 
says : " The cause of temperance is 



the cause of social advancement. 
Temperance means less crime, and 
more thrift, and more of comfort and 
prosperity for the people. Nearly all 
the crime in our army can be traced 
to intoxication, and I have always 
found that, when with any body of 
troops in the field there were no spirits, 
and where their use was prohibited 
the health, as well as the conduct of 
the men, were all that could be wished 
for. No one can wish the cause you 
have at heart success more earnestly 
than I do." 

The Fisheries Exhibition opened 
by the Prince and Princess of Wales 
at Norwich has been a remarkable 
success. At the banquet given at St. 
Andrew's Hall, His Koyal Highness 
suggested that a Fisherman's Aid 
Society for the whole kingdom ought 
to be started. In allusion to the 
Prince of Wales' suggestion, Professor 
Huxley, speaking before the Yare 
Preservation Society, urged upon the 
Fishermen and their families self- 
reliance and thrift. The two opinions 
are not to be regarded as antagonistiOy 
because, like the Local Preachers' 
Association, a Fisherman's Aid So- 
ciety could be formed on the principle 
of helping those who help themselves. 

In speaking of the departed, the 
name of Earl Beaconsfield may doubt- 
less be mentioned as a remarkable 
genius who rose to a most distin- 
guished position in this country. 

It is only two months since we 
were expressing a hope that Dr. 
Punshon would soon regain his usual 
health. A sudden surprise was caused 
by an unexpected announcement of 
his decease. It is not too much to say 
that, besides his brilliant oratory, 
there was a magnanimity about his 
disposition which made him a uni- 
versal favourite. In connection with 
the recent departure of Dr. Jobson, 
we asked, who among the rising 
talent of the Wesleyan Ministry 
would take his place, as friend and 
helper of the Local Preachers* Asso- 
ciation; and we may well ask the 
same over the gap left in the ranks 
of our honorary members by the 
death of our distinguished, tried, and 
lamented friend. Dr. Punshon, whom 
we all so much loved. 
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THE DAISY. 

Meek and modest little flower, 
Simplest offering of the hour, 
Blooming in obscnrest shade, 
Or the simlit verdant glade ; 
On the rock or in the dell. 
Forest walk or woodland fell ; 
Ever easy in thy lot, 
And content to he forgot 
'Mid thy sister's fairer hloom, 
Or their rich and rare perfome, 
Happy still with heavenward gaze 
To &play thy star-like rays. 

Storms may gather in the skies 
Tempests roar and whirlwinds rise, 
Showers descend in f earfnl train. 
Hail and sleet sweep o'er the plain. 
Sunbeams parch thy gentle head. 
Or the snow around thee spread. 
Still contented thon art found. 
Patient 'neath the conflict round. 
By thy meekness free'd from harm, 
Waiting for the coming calm. 

Type and emblem thou may'st be 
Of that rare simplicity. 
Which in every Christian mind 
Should its place of resting find. 
Mingling with its scorn of state, t 
Meekness to the rich and great, 
Patience 'midst severest woes. 
Kindness e'en to sternest foes. 
Faith to rest on in the way, 
Hope to lend its cheering ray. 
And charity, that gentle guest, 
Whose temple is the good man's 
breast. 

Such the sermon — ^meanest things 
Preach to subjects or to kings ; 
Such the lessons thou may'st meet 
In the daisy at thy feet. 

JUNE. 
The sun rises on the 1st at fifty-one 
minutes after three, and sets at four 
minutes after eiglit. On the 3 0th he 
rises at forty-nine minutes after three 
and sets at eighteen minutes after 
eight. In this month the longest day 
in the year is reached. From the 
let to the 15th the day lengthens in 
the moroing seven minutes, and from 
the 1st to the 20th lengthens fifteen 
minutes in the evening. The day 
then after the 20th shortens in the 
morning to the end of the month four 
minutes, and one minute in the eVen- 
iz^g* giving an additional length of 
day on the month of sixteen minutes 
only. From the 15th to the 2lBt 



there is no peieeptible ioorease of 
light in the morning, nor from the 
20th to the 24th in the evening. 

The moon is full on the 12th at 
fifty-six minutes after six in the 
morning, and there is a new moon on 
the 26th at four minutes after two in 
the afternoon. The moon is near 
Mars during the morning hours of 
the 21st, and is near the planets 
Yenus, Jupiter, and Saturn, on the 
morning of the 22nd. She is nearest 
the earth on the 13th, and most dis- 
tant from it on the 1st, and again on 
the 29th. 

Mercury is an eyening star, setting 
on the 15th one hour forty-eight 
minutes after sunset, and on the last 
day of the month one hour after sun- 
set. Mercury is near the moon on 
the 28th. 

Venus is a morning star, rising on 
the 1st one hour twenty-two minutes 
before sunrise^ and on the last day 
two hours twenty minutes before sun- 
rise. She is near the moon on the 
22nd, and at her greatest distance 
from the sun on the 27th. 

Mars is a morning star, rising on 
the 1st two hours before sunrise ; and 
on the last day three hours fourteen 
minutes before sunrise. He is near 
the moon on the 21st. 

Jupiter is a morning star, rising on 
the 1st one hour thirteen minutes 
before sunrise, and on the last day 
two hours forty-nine minutes before 
the 8un« He is near the moon on the 
22nd. 

Saturn is a morning star, rising on 
the 1st at two hours thirty-eight 
minutes a.m., and on the last day 
three hours before sunrise. He is 
near Yenus on the 6th, and near the 
moon on the 22nd. 

High water at London Bridge on 
the 1st at twenty-five minutes after 
four in the morning, and at forty -two 
minutes after four in the afternoon. 
On the last day seven minutes alter 
* four in the morning, and twenty-three 
minutes after four in the afternoon. 



MUSIC IN NATUBE. 

All tme, all fanltless, all in tone, 
Creation's wondrons choir, 

Open'd in mystic unison 
To last till time expire. 
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And still it lasts, by day and night, 
With one consenting voice, 

All hymn Thy glory, Lord, aright, 
All worship and rejoice. 

Christian Tear. 



The morning stars in choral concert sang,. 
The rolling deep with hallelajahs rang. 
Adoring angels from their orbs rejoice, 
The Toice of mosic, was creation's Yoice» 

Montgomery. 
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PBESIDENTS' LETTER.— No. 12., 
AND LAST. 

Aylesbnry, May 14. 
Mt Deab Bbo. Sims, — Since I last 
wrote yon I have been pleading the 
oanse of my poor old sick brethren 
with very good snocess, Qkt Louth, 
Walsall, St. Ives, Huntingdon; ably 
assisted by Bros. Rose and Amphlett ; 
after which Bros. Benson and 0. S. 
Madder have held public meetings at 
Bristol, Penzance, St, Just, Gunners- 
lake, Callington, Barnstaple, Melks- 
ham. Started new Branch at Gun- 
nerslake and Callington, with some 
seven or eight new hon. members; 
rousing up local secretaries, putting 
new life into old Branches, removing 
ignorance, and slaying the old enemy, 
prejudice ; and, admitted on all hands, 
doing good work for our beloved As- 
sociation. In our Sabbath work, 
the Master has blessed us by giving 
ns several souls for our hire. To Him 
be all the praise. The following is all 
I have been able to gather up this 
last month. There are still a few 
more to come, but will send them in 
next month, D.V. 

£ 8. d. 
Mr. J. W. Cooper, North 

Finohley, W 10 

Huddersfield Meeting ... 4 6 11 
Miss Sutcliffe, Hill House, 

Huddersfield 1 

George Curtis, Esq., Mayor 

of Poole 10 6 

J. G. Nicholson, Esq., Saf- 
fron Waldron 5 

R. Skelton, Esq., Leyton ... 5 
Peter Crook, Esq., Bolton... 5 
Mr. William Oxford, Bourn- 
mouth 10 

Mr. Thomas, St. Just ... 2 6 
Bev. James Whithead,Ilfra- 
comb 5 6 



Rev. A. Baxter, Barnstaple 10 

Mrs. John Hose, Aylesbury 10 

Mr. Wm. S. Atkinson, Cross- 
hills 5 

W. B. Burkley, Holly Bank, 

Nivington 10 

George J. Smith, Esq., Tre- 
view, Camborne 6 

JobWilkes, Esq., Walsall... 1 1 

John Scholes, Esq., Hud- 
dersfield,r« 1 1 

Fourth Quarter President's 
Box 2 15 



£20 2 5 
I am, dear Bro. Sims, 
Yours truly, 

C. S. Maddeb. 



New Honoraby Membebs.' * 

Mr. J. E. Hookey, Birmingham. 
Mr. W. Grey, West Hartlepool. 
Mr. W. R. Golightly, Durham. 
Charles Maggs, Esq., Melksham,. 

Wilts. 
A. Stratton, Esq., Melksham, Wilts* 
Gurney Buxton, Alderman. 
Ambrose Winter, Alderman. 
Samuel Newman, Alderman. 
Robert Haselwood, Esq. 
E. J. Newbegin, Esq. 
S. J. J. Jarrold, Esq. 



TO THE BRETHBEN TO BE ASSEM- 

BLED IN ANNUAL MEETING AT 

SHEFFIELD. 

Thames Street, Windsor. 

Deab Bbethben, — For thirty years 
without interruption I have had the 
pleasure of meeting with you; and, 
although now detained through severe 
affliction of body, I feel that I ought 
rather to be thankful for the past than 
to murmur at the present. 
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I wish you all God speed in your 
Annnal Meeting, and trust that the 
Divine blessing will rest thereon in 
rich abnndance. 

I do not know how it will go with 
me ; but in any case I beg that you 
will feel yourselves at perfect liberty 
to deal with the Honorary Secretary- 
ship as you judge best for the interests 
of the Association. 

Some notices of motion are in my 
name as usual ; but, no doubt, some 
other brother will take them up, and 
show good cause for their adoption. 
The division of the funds, in such 
proportion as you may order, woald, 
I am persuaded, be a prudent step, 
and would tend to check a too lavish 
eenerosity on the part of impulsive 
brethren, who forget how soon the 
savings of years may be dissipated. 

The adoption of a sliding scale of 
receipts and payments is the only 
plan that will greatly increase your 
benefit members ; until that principle 
is adopted, we sJiall only continue to 
recruit our ranks from the very 
poorest of Methodist Local Preachers, 
and from the comparatively few who, 
being in better circumstances, are 
also large-hearted arfd f uU of brotherly 
love. 

The large middle class will continue 
te belong to other friendly societies, 
into which they can pay more, and 
when they are sick can receive more 
out. 

But if you are content with the 
present grasp and extent of the Asso- 
ciation among Methodist Local 
Preachers, as former triennial meet- 
ings have been, so let it be. You are 
only willing to be little when you 
might be great. 

I do sincerely hope that you will 
consider the motions for increased 
pay with all Christian prudence 
' before you add to the responsibilities 
of the Association. Only three years 
have passed since we greatly in- 
creased those responsibilities by 
adding to the pay of the sick and to 
the annuitants. We have not felt the 
burden of this so much as we should 
have done, on account of sums re- 
ceived from legacies and from the 
personal efforts of our Presidents. 
Meantime the number of annuitants 
has risen 50 per cent., and most 



likely that rate will be continued for 
the next three years. 

A study of the table of statistics, 
which I first prepared many years 
ago, and which is continued to this 
date, cannot fail to be profitable to 
you. I am one who believes that, to 
Christian associations as well as to 
Christian men, the Scriptural rule is 
the only true one. *' Owe no man 
anything," and for us to outrun our 
OBDiNABT income, is to get into debt. 

To preserve our fun& and to add 
thereto all legacies and special dona- 
tions, is the only way to keep faith 
with those generous friends who have 
thus made us their almoners. 

I hope you will pass the Trust 
Deed, as it is bearing out the words, 
**or Independent" which some have 
misunderstood. But, pray, do not 
put into the deed the principle of 
loans, which is not constitutional, 
according to our rules. The clause 
respecting a trustee's individual lia- 
bility only, is the same as in all 
trust deeds that I have ever seen; 
and it would be impossible to get a 
body of trustees who would be content 
to be answerable for all their fellows 
in time to come. May He who only 
is All-wise direct your thoughts 
aright. — ^Your faithful and aflectionate 
brother, Thomas Chamberlain. 

NOTICES OP MOTION. 

To the Members of ** The Wesleyan 
Methodist Local Preachers' Mutual- 
Aid Association,*^ 

Dear Bbethren,— As it is not 
likely that I shall be at your next 
annual gathering; yet I am very 
desirous that nothing should be done 
to shake the stability of Our Asso- 
ciation, or subtract from its invested 
fund. The permanency of the Asso- 
ciation, and its ability to meet the 
claims of the sick and aged will 
depend in a great measure on the 
keeping up and augmenting the re- 
serve fund. At the formation of the 
Association it was said, " It cannot 
stand." To that remark I replied, 
'' It must stand if we pay out no more 
than we receive.*' For my part, I 
cannot see the propriety of religions 
societies overrunning their income. 
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I look upon Bro. Milaom's Notice, 
No. 2, page 125, April Magazine, as 
nnwise as it is impolitic, and I should 
Jndge it will be negatived by an un- 
mistakeable majority. 

Bro. Johnson's Notice, No. 6, in the 
same Magazine, to raise the Old Men's 
Annuity a hundred per cent., endorsed 
by Bro. Amphlett, would be an act of 
great injustice to our sick claimants, 
^ho can only claim 8s. a week, and 
must not follow their usual employ, 
while the annuitants can, and receive 
the same amount. For twenty-five 
years the maximum allowance to an- 
nuitants was 4s. a week. During 
that time the average claimants on 
the annuitant fund was about 100, 
but since the allowance has been 
raised to 6s. and 6s., the annuitants 
have increased, and the last com- 
mittee reported 164 on that fund. 

It has for a long time been clearly 
understood that our Old Men must be 
supported by the free contributions of 
our friends ; and as the number of aged 
brethren, as will be seen above, is in- 
creasing, it will be far more prudent 
And do more good to extend the bene- 
fits by giving 4s. a week to twenty 
poor brethren, rather than give 8s. a 
week to ten. Our object has been, 
and I believe still is, to extend the 
l)enefits of our Association to as many 
of our old needy brethren as we pos- 
sibly can, but this will not be done by 
raising the annuity to 8b. a week. 
I am, dear brethren, 
Yours most tndy, 
May 7th, 1881. Philip Pabkeb. 



BBISTOL. 

WESLBTAN XiOOAL PBBAOHEBS' 
AID ASSOCIATION. 



MUTITAXf 



A XEETiNG was held April 28th, at 
Ebenezer Chapel, King Street, Bristol, 
to further the objects of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Local Preachers' Mutual- 
Aid Association. Mr. T. Davies, of 
Bedland, presided, and referring to the 
small attendance, said it was a burn- 
ing shame that the local preachers of 
the Bristol district did not rally 
around an institution which was 
established and supported exclusively 
for the benefit of poor old local 
preachers, who otherwise might have 



to go to the parish for the means of 
sustenance. He was ashamed that 
there were so many local preachers 
in the city who could not deny them- 
selves so much time as was required 
to attend that meeting. (Hear, hear.) 
Alluding to the objects of the Society, 
the speaker advocated an increase of 
the sick allowances, and the abolition 
of the funeral fees, because he thought 
they might safely leave it to the 
leaders' meetings to take care that an 
old local preacher who had worked 
among them should have a decent 
burial. Mr. E. Benson (ex-president 
of the Association) stated that at pre- 
sent there were 164 aged local 
preachers on the fund, receiving from 
four to six shillings a week. It was 
required that every person on the 
fund must be a contributor. During 
the past year £396 had been paid in 
funeral expenses, and £1,165 in sick 
allowances. It was calculated that 
from £1,800 to £2,000 would be re* 
quired for the present year, and it 
was for that reason that special efforts 
were being put forth on behalf of the 
society. With regard to the remarks 
of the chairman, the speaker pointed 
out that the Association was started 
solely to provide for poor local 
preachers, to keep them out of the 
workhoQse, and bury them when dead. 
The meeting was also addressed by 
Mr. 0. S. Madder (President of the 
Association), Rev. W. Nicholson, and 
others, and at the close a collection 
was made in aid of the funds of the 
association. 



ST. IVES, HUNTS. 

THB WESLEYAN METHODIST LOCAL 
PBEACHEBS' MUTUAL-AID ASSOCIATION. 

On Sunday, April 24th, two sermons 
were preached in the Wesleyan 
Chapel, St. Ives, Hunts, on behalf of 
this Association, by Mr. Madder, of 
Aylesbury (the President). In the 
morning there was quite a large con- 
gregation, and by the amount raised 
at the collections, and the coming up 
of the people again in the evening, aU 
seemed not only to enjoy the preach- 
ing but to sympathise greatly with 
the object the preacher had in view, 
viz., the support of poor Local 
Preachers of our land when they are 



186 



IfUTUAL-AID A8800IATIOH BBFOBTBB. 



not able to work throngh illness, old 
age, &c. The preacher touched Tery 
much on this subject in his good 
practical sermons. On Monday even- 
ing a public meeting was held in the 
school-room adjoining the ch apel. The 
place was filled ; the chair was taken 
at seven o'clock by Mr. Stratton, sen. 
After singing and prayer the chair- 
man spoke a few words, then called 
upon the Local Secretary (Mr. Waits) 
to read the report. The audience 
then listened to a highly interesting 
speech from Mr. Hose, of Aylesbury, 
and another from Mr. Madder, of 
the same place. These gentlemen set 
before the meeting the whole working 
of the Association over England in a 
very interesting manner, after which 
the collection was made, being very 
satisfactory. A few remarks were 
then made by the Hev. G. Bradley 
(Superintendent Minister), and Mr. 
Kiddle (Circuit Steward). The meet- 
ing, which was very successful in 
every way, was closed by singing and 
prayer about nine o'clock. 



SHEFFIELD. 

May 14th, 1881. 

Deab Bbo. Sims, — May I suggest 
that, as so many Chapels are placed 
at our service on the 19th of June, 
that as a Committee, we do hope all 
our brethren will seek for a rich 
baptism of the Holy Ghost in their 
own closets before they come; and 
that the prevailing plea should be, as 
they address (as I am sure they will) 
the Giver of every good and perfect 
gift, ** I beseech Thee, show me Thy 
glory ; " and then, in this spirit, they 
will be prepared to do with soul earn- 
estness the tasks assigned by the 
Committee. The one thought, the 
glory of God, will include the inter- 
ests of the Association ; and, coming 
prepared to be ** hewers of wood or 
drawers of water,*' the services they 
render will tell for years to come, both 
on their own spirits and for the fur- 
therance of the cause we love so well. 
For each and all, we offer to God our 
earnest prayers. 

On behalf of the Local Committee, 
I am, dear Bro., 
Yours very truly, 

T. TURTLB. 



18, Begent Square, Penzanoe, 
May 11. 1881. 

Deab Sib,— Mr. Madder, the Pre- 
sident of the ** Local Preachers' 
Mutual-Aid Association," and Mr. 
Benson, one of its Vice-Presidents, 
have given us a visit at Penzance. 
Mr. Benson preached at the United 
Methodist Free Church Chapel, at 
Parade Street, on the Sunday even- 
ing. May Ist, and a collection was 
made amounting to £1 Is., on behalf 
of the funds of the Association. And 
on Monday evening. May 2nd, a 
public meeting was held m the Wes- 
leyan Chapel, Chapel Street, presided 
over by the Rev. H. Jones, the chair- 
man of the Cornwall district. 

Messrs. Madder and Benson ad- 
dressed the meeting, making in their 
speeches strong appeals on behalf of 
the poor old Local Preachers. The 
audience, though not a large one, was, 
all things considered, very good, and 
seemed to be very much interested in 
the addresses of the speakers ; and 
sympathy with the object was best 
shown by the collection at the end, 
amounting to £8. A great many calls 
for money have lately been made on 
our good people here, and the district 
meeting is shortly to be held in the 
town, or we should no doubt have had 
more. I believe that a meeting of 
this kind, holding forth the claims of 
the Association, should be held an- 
nually, and if so, good results would 
follow. I should say that Mr. Madder 
preached in the Wesleyan Chapel on 
Sunday evening, to a large congrega- 
tion, and I have reason to believe 
that good was done. 

Hoping that similar service will be 
rendered in the future by the same or 
other gentlemen, 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 
Mr. G. Sims. Wm. Tbiogs^ 



Mabkbt Place, 
Louth, May 12th, 1881. 

Deab Bbo. Sims, — At the close of 
our financial year, I am thankful to 
say our Beport presents a more 
favourable aspect than that of last 
year. Our expenses last year for 
sickness were unusually large. Glad 
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to say, through the Divine blessing, 
this year they are much less. 

We have had the grataitoas services 
of oar esteemed President, Bro. 
Madder, and Bro. Amphlett, to our 
Anniversary of April 18 and 19, ser- 
Tices in the Wesleyan and United 
Methodist Chapels. Meeting on Mon- 
day evening in the Wesleyan Chapel, 
the Superintendent opening the meet- 
ing in the nsnal way by singing and 
prayer ; after which, Bro. Salmon was 
called upon to preside, J. Bennet, 
Bsq., having been called from home 
unexpectedly, who wonld otherwise 
luiye presided. With his nsnal gene- 
losity, he forwarded a sovereign for 
the collection, and a note expressing 
his regret at not being present. 

Meeting good throughont. Rev. 
C. Tregonning and deputation ad- 
dressed the meeting. 

I am, yours faithfully, 

W. Mawbb. 

West Cliff Boad, Bamsqate, 

2nd May, 1881. 
I>XAB Sib,— Mr. Prothero, late of 
Tannton, and formerly of the Sixth 
London Circuit, by his will, left 
^19 19s. to the Local Preachers' Mu- 
tual- Aid Association, and I have 
|roat pleasure in enclosing you the 
£xecator*8 check for that amount, 
and should like to see in your Maga- 
zine that a great many others did the 
Mme. Please sign and return me the 
OQclosed receipt. 

Tours truly, 

T. H. BlOHABD. 

J. Carter, Esq. 

A GOOD EXAMPLE. 
Deab Sib, — ^I have much pleasure 
in enclosing £5 towards your. Local 
Preachers' Aid Society, and I trust 
that you will find many others to 
Bupport the Society. 

Yours truly, 

X^UBNET IBuxTON. 

GENEBAL COMMITTEE. 
Minutes of Meeting of Committee, 
held on Monday, May 0, at Bro. T. M. 
Harvey's, New Bamet. Present : Bro. 
Harvey, in the chair. Bros. Amphlett, 
Aldom, Boorman, Carter, Clapham, 



Johnson, Sims, Wardley and Wright*. 

The meeting was opened with 
singing hymn 403, and prayer by Bro. 
Boorman. 

The minutes of last meeting were 
read and confirmed. 

The Secretary reported that he had 
searched through all the books but 
could find no record how the error 
could have originated as to the re- 
ported resignation of Bro Laycock. 
It was, therefore, Besolved, That his 
name be at once restored, and that 
an apology be sent to him. 

The monthly abstract was read, 
showing receipts for the month, 
£648 Ids. lOd. ; payments for the 
month, ^368 10s. 3d., and rent, £S 15s. 
Total receipts since last audit, 
^63,427 28. 6d. ; payments, £2,98S 
3s. 2d. New members for the month, 
37 ; deaths, 2 members, 2 wives ; on 
the funds, sick, 118 ; annuitants, 166> 

OASES FROM BRANCHES. 

C. J., of O., whose case was referred 
from last month for further informa- 
tion, which was now given, was voted 
5s. per week superannuation. 

W. B., of B., aged 83, a local 
preacher 56 years; wife dead; no 
children. A nailer by trade, but 
having no income beyond the 4s. 
granted by the Association some time 
since, applied for increase on the 
ground of old age. ' Resolved, That 
the brother have 6s. per week in 
future. 

E. L., of W., aged 69, local preacher 
47 years ; wife 77 ; has three chil- 
dren, who cannot help. A shoe- 
maker by trade, but has not been able 
to work for three years, and has no 
income. Suffers from gradual loss of 
sight, bent fingers, and rupture. A 
member from the beginning of the 
Association. Besolved, That he have 
6s. per week. 

J. F., of N., aged 72, local preacher 
46 years; wife 68 ; has two children,, 
who cannot help. Has been a farm- 
labourer, earning 8s. or 9s. per week, 
suffers from rheumatism. Besolved, 
That the case be referred for further 
information. 

E. B., of B., aged 78 ; local preacher 
50 years; has seven children, but 
none can help him. A farm-labourer; 
Has been on the sick fund six monthfr. 
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Buffers from grayel. Beiolved, That 
lie have 6s. per week. 

T. S., of M. B., aged 72, a local 
preacher 44 years ; wife dead ; has 
three children, who cannot help. A 
tailor by trade, but can earn nothing. 
Snffers from failing eyesight, heart 
disease, and incapacity. Resolved, 
That he have 6s. per week. 

An application from Liverpool was 
made for a Depntation from the 
Committee, to attend a meeting pro- 
posed to be held during the sittings of 
the Wesleyan Conference. Besolved, 
That the matter be postponed till the 
next meeting. 

The proposed Trust Deed, as re- 
vised by the Hon. Secretary, was 
ordered to be printed, to be circulated 
among the brethren at the next 
meeting. 

A letter was read from Bro. Carter, 
of Nottingham, with suggestions for 
the Annual Meeting. 

Bro. Amphlett gave a report of the 
Annual Meeting he attended at Louth, 
which was of a very excellent charac- 
ter, the proceeds being in advance of 
the preceding year. 

Much regret was expressed at the 
continued illness of the Hon. Secre- 
tary, whose place was filled at the 
meeting by Bro. Johnson. 

The next meeting of the Committee 



to be held at Sheffield, on Saturday 
evening, June 18th. 

The meeting closed with prayer by 
Dr. Aldom. 

DEATHS. 

Jan. 7, 1881. Francis Stow, Bartoa- 
on-Humber Branch, aged forty-nind 
years. Trusting in Christ as his only 
Saviour. Claim £8 

April, 1881. Ann Beal, Otmdle 
Branch. While in possession of her 
nsnal health she was seized with death, 
and in a few minutes hex spirit wai 
gone. Claim £8. 

May 1, 1881. Joseph Wagstaii; 
Cromford Branch, aged seventy-sii 

Sears. He departed in peace. He 
ad been an annuitant 277 weeks, and 
iiad received £56 8s. Claim £4. 

May 2, 1881. William Bndkley, 
Leicester Ist Branch, aged seventy-two 
years. His end was peace. Claim £8. 

May 2, 1881. James Hindry, Caws- 
ton Branch, aged seventy-one years. 
Happy in death. His last words were, 
'* There is nothing worth living for 
now. I have worked for my Saviour 
and His cause, and now I am going 
home.'* He had been an annrntant 
thirty weeks, and had received £7 lOs. 
Claim £4. 

May 6, 1881. John W. Bossinghaio, 
Peterborough 2nd Branch, aged twenty* 
four years. He died happy in the 
Lord. Claim £8. 



<IASH BECEIYED BY THE GENERAL TBEASUBEB 



TO MA.Y 15TH,1881. 

Memboi* 
jB B. d. 



«•• 



a.6TffjOT(jb ... ... ■•• .*• .«. ... 

BXaeklnvrn — Collection at Withnell Mill 

Sfi^^piMrt ••• ••• ••* ••• •■• ••• 

Skvpton ... ..• ... ... ... ••• 

Siouf bridge »*. ... ... ... ... ... 

Bromsgrove—lAx, F. Brook, 2s ; Mrs. Dntton, 2s 6d ; Mr. 

J. Goodwin, 2s 6d ; Miss A. Rogers, 7s 6d 

Foreft of Dea/n ... ... ... ... •.. 

JLavtMlTOTh ... ... ... ... ... «.. 

Peterborough \.Kt ... ... ... ... ... 

Newport Pagnel—J/Lr, Bodley, Is ; Public Meeting, 12s lOd; 

Mr. W. Grimes, hm. £1 Is ... 
■joamiley ... ... ... ... ... ••• 

SMpley ... ... ... ... ... M* 

Tamworthr^yit. T. Argyle, hm. £1 Is ... 

St, Jtut—Mx. R. Boyne, hm. £1 Is 

Denby Da/d— Collection at Denby Dale, £1 7s 2d 

Muddergfield Itt^Mt. T. Armitage, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. T. 

Avison, 5s; Mr. T. Fitton, 5s ; Mr. W. Mallinson, hm. 



••• 



••• 



«•• 
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£1 Is ; llr. MiiiiToe, 2b 6d ; Mr. W. Lidster, hm. £1 Is; 

Mr. W. NetUeton, 68 ; Mr. H. Pogson, 98 lOd ; Mr. G. 

Wallhead, 68 ... ... ... ... ••• 

JhvuOry—Mn. Beeve* £1 ... ..• ... 

Hinehlqf—^, T. A. Ghawner, lun. £1 la 

MOfUfifiUi ••• ... ••• ••• ... ... 

S(Ui/(w ... ... ... ... ..« ••• 

Gmntiam^Mr. W. Ghristiaii, ho. 108 6d; Mr. H. Eacritt, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr. B. Hempstead, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Par 

ker, hm. £1 1r ; Coimoillor Sooffield, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. 

Smith, 5s ; Mr. B. WaddingtoDy ho. lOs 6d ... 

JiwUv .. ... ... ... •*. 

Beadinff—li/Li, T. Blaokall; hm. £2 28 ; Mr. J. Fear, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. J. Mint^, hm. XI Is; Mr. H. Nash, hm. £1 Is 

Witbeeh—'Mx, W. Lane, hm« £1 ; Mr. J. Pollard, Bs 8d ; 
Bey. — Jolly, ho. lOs ••• ••• 
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thimlingham ••• ••• ••• .•• ... 

AoOVU ... ««• ... .•• a.v .a. 

Workington,,, ••• ••• ... ... ••. 

LeightonBwBzard — ^Tea and Pnblio Meeting at Chedding- 
ton (Tea given), £3 5b ; Leighton Buzzard, Collection 
after Sermon by Bro. Benson, 17s 6d; Public Meeting, 
£2 Is 7d ; Mr. W. Brown, 5s; Sonlbury, Public Meeting, 
£1 2s 5d ; Stewkley PubUo Meeting, £1 4b lOd; Mrs. 
Hedges, 58; Wing, Public Meeting, £1 lis 2d; Gubling- 
ton, Public Meeting, £1 98 8d; Miss Harvey's Box, £2 12b. 
Less printing, 188 8d 

Shotley Bridge ••• -•• ••• 

UWUklS ... ••• ••• ••• ..a ... 

2>iM— Mr. J. Ford, hm. £1 la... 

TfrsxMim •.• ... ••• ••• ••• ••• 

JJiytn ... •«. aaa ••• ••• ••• 

WelliTigborouffh — Mr. J. Parsons, 6a; Mr. T. Paraona, 5a*.> 

Oy, 2V6t ••• ... ••• ... ••• ••• 

M6ltWn aa* ••• ••• ... .•* aaa 

BahiweU Itt ... ••• ..• ••• ••• 

.9a^^— Mr. T. G. Osborne, hm. £1 Is ... 

Sherhome—'Mx, H. S. Dyke, 2s 6d ; Mr. 0. Enaor, Ta 6d ... 

Nwmeattle^on'Tyns \tt 

Ihetford-^B^Y, G. Buckley, 2s 6d ; Mrs. G. Fison, ho. lOs; 

Mr. E. Frost, 5s ; Mr. J. Palmer, 2b 6d ; Mr. W. Pechey, 

he. lOs ; Mr. J. Bead, Is ; Mr. J. Whiteley, Ib 
i^j9td— Meeting at Haddenham, £2 Ob 7d; Mr. J. WilBon, 

no. xuB ••• ... ••* ••• ..• ... 

Great Queen Street^Ue. B. B. Wake, hm. £l Is 
Wifkbome ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••. 

Sowerby Bridge ••• ••• ••• •!• ... 

Barton-^m-Humifer ... ... •«• ••• 

Pontypool ... aa. ••• ••• ... ... 

Brackley — Mr. B. Garter, hm. £6 68 ••• 

Baekney — Dr. Aldom, hm. £1 la 

Swaffham^'Mx^. Allen, hm. £1 la ; Mr. G. Hewitt, hm. 

£1 la ; Mr. J. Love, hm. £1 la 
Brittol—BjGv, T. Hacking, ho. 10a 6d; Mr. Latham, 5s ; 

Bev. W. Nicholson, 5b ; Balance of GoUection, 19b 5d ... 
Oirdi/f— Mr. £. Beavan, hm. qly. 6a 8d; Mr. F. J. Beavan, 

hm. qly. 58 3d ... ... — ••• 

•i^OtvU/FJI ..a ••• ,»% .•• ••• a.. 

Leek-AUx, 0. Fisher, 6b ; Mr. W. JaGkaon, h% — 
Blouop^TULi, J. Glayton, qly. 8a 



••• 



••• 



••• 
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Dun$tdbl&—'^T. B. Barton, hm. £1 la; Mrs. Baldeaks, 
128 6d ; Mr. J. Bransome (Box), 48 ; Mr. Delemore (Box), 
48; Mr. Girling, 5b ; Mr. £. Hawkins, 98 ; Sir. J. Bobin- 
Bonf nm. 3&1 is ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

TSfpUalfieldi — Mr. W. Pearoe, hm. £1 18 ;; Mr. B. B. Salis- 
bury, hm. £X Is ••• •■• ••• ••• •• 

Fotk6tt(yM ••• ••• ••• »•• •.• ••• 

^xltOTt •!• *•• •■• ■•• *** •■• 

Oroydonr-UT. J. Wade, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Wade, ho. lOs 6d 

JBuntingdon^TAiBB Freshfield, ho. lOs 6d ; Collection at 

Huntingdon, £1 Ids 4d ; Ditto St. Ives, £6 2s. Less 

us ud net ••• "•• •■• •■• '■• 

<iSf£idfvcCi ••• ■•• ■•• •■• ••• ••• 

J}onrnham — Mr. J. L. Bennett, hm. qly. 6s 8d; Mr. W. Ben- 
nett, Sen., hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. Bennett, Jun., hm. qly. 
58 3d; Mr. J. Flatman, hm. qly. 5s 8d; Mr. J. Scott, hm. 

JiSx JLS *•* ••■ ••• *■■ '*■ ••• 

iAAiCTpOOl ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Jtle of WigU-^'ULT. K Hillyer, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. M. Smith, 
nm. p& 1 xS... ... •■• ••• ••• ••• 

JjT%ffl6UL ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Coventry — Colleotion at Carpenters Lane, £1 10s 

Birmingham Sr^— Mr. J. E. Hockey, hm. 2 qrs. lOs 6d ... 

Aahton-under-Lyne—'iAx^, "W, Prestwioh, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. 
C. Bodgers, lOs 6d — ... .*• ••• ••• 

Ihversham — Mr. T. M. Attwater, ho. 128 ; Mr. B. G. Berry, 
2 qrs. lOs 6d ; Mr. T. S. Berry, 3s ; Mr. J. Cremer, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. B. S. Dunn, hm. qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. A. Hum- 
phreys, hm. qly. 58 3d ; Mr. G. Johnson, hm. qly. 5s 3d; 
Mr. T. Lightf oot, 58 ; Mr. F. Shilling, 28 6d ; Mr. Tol- 
hurst, 58 ; Mr. J. Wildish, hm. qly. 5s Sd 

SJtqftsbury—Mi. B. Edwards, hm. £1 Is 

Jhirham—'M.T. S. Collinson, ho. lOs; Mr. Fletcher, ho. 10s; 
Mr. W. B, Golightly, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Grey, hm. 
£2 2b; Mr. T. Winter, hm. £1 Is ... 

Leicester lit— Mr, W. Collier, hm. £2 ; Public Meeting, 
net, xo DB 8d ••• ••• ••• ... ••• 

Sowden — Mr. J. Armatage, ho. lOs ; Mr. W. Bland, ho. 
lOs ; Mr. E. Dawson, ho. lOs ; Mr. T. G. Jaques, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. B. J. Beynolds, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. 0. 
Turton, 5s ... ••• ••• ' ••• ••• 

Melton Mowhray ... ... ... ••• ... 

Stafford ... ... ••• ••• •. ... 

Newhury—TAx. H. Dolton, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. S. Elliott, hm. 
£1 Is; Mr. T. Fidler, ho. lOs; Mr. T. Garlick, hm. £1 Is; 
Mr. W. Mason, ho. 128 ; Mr. B. A. Taylor, 6s ; Mr. J. E. 
Woodger, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Webb, hm. £1 Is 

TRn^M?r— Mr. T. Chamberlain, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. B. Walker, 
nm. Jbl Is ••• ••. ... ••• ... 

^louoeiter^TAx. G. Brown, hm. I4s 9d; Mr. Hine, 5s 

Kingtwood^A Friend, 2s 6d ; Mr. W. Someryille, hm. £1 : 
Mr. W. Stone, hm. £l ; Mr. E. Williams, hm. £1. Chapel 
Collections : U.M.F.C. Bethel, £1 7s 7d : Bitton, Ss ; 
Bridge Yate and Warmley, £1 6s; Clay Hill, 4s; Cook 
Boad, 7s: Crews Hole, lOs ; Fishponds, £1 ; Frenchay, 
2s 6d ; Hanham, ISs ; Hanham Green, 3s 8d ; Longwells 
Green, 12s 4d ; Bedfield, £2 Is 6d ; Soundwell, 8s Sd ; 
Staple Hill, £1 ISs lOd; Whites Hill, 5s lid; Zion, 

9&Z I uS vu ... ... ••• ••. ... .. 

Louth -yir, J. S. Foster, hm. £1 Is; Mr. G. Stovin, hm. 
£1 ; Mr. J. Hay, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. & Foster, 58 ; Mr. H. 
D. Simpson, qly. 8s ; Mr. W. Cazrett, £s ; Mr. T. Ashley, 
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58 ; Mr. W. Shepherd, 5s ; Hr. W. Askey, 5s ; Mrs. T. 

Oldham, 3s ; Mrs. Sooby, ho. lOs ; Mr. W. Hay, ho. lOs ; 

Mr. J. J. Eirkby, 2s 6d ; Mr. G. Smith, ho. lOs ; Mr. W. 

B. Dawson, 2b 6d ; Mr. J. Wrysdale, 2s ; Mr. R. H Brady, 

5b; Mrs. Burt, £1 17s; Mr. J. Morton, 12s; Anniver- 

BarVa fb£*i •«• ••• •■• ••• ••• ••* 

Cfiee List^'MT. F. T. Henson, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Prothero 

(Legacy), £19 19s ; Mr. J. J. Vickers, hm. £5 ; Bev. H. 

W. Williams, D.D., 58 ••• 

Warrinffton — Rev. E. O. Gooleman, ho. 10s ; Mr. J. Lnnt, 

ho. lOs ; Mr. S. Moss, 2b 6d ; Mr. Wm. Siloook, Jan., ho. 

J,ii8 ••• •«• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Bedford— MiB, Bonser, hm. £1 Is; Mr. T. Hester, 58; Mr. 

Gray, ho. 10s ; Mr. 0. Hester, 5s ; Mr. P. Howard, hm. 

£2 28 ; Miss Liley, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. J. W. Maxwell, ho. 

10b 6d ; Mr. and Mrs. Rnshbrooke, hm. £11; Mrs. Sim, 

ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. Stewart, 5s ; Mr. Wardle, hm. £1 
Tark—Mr. J. Bass, hm. £1 Is; Mr. H. Oreaser, hm. £1 Is; 

Mr. J. Dyson, 28 6d ; Mr. J. Illingrworth, hm. £ I ; Mr. 

J. H. Hodgson, ho. lOs 6d ; Mrs. E. Hill, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. 

W. Leak, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. W. W. Morrell, hm. £1 is ; 

Mr. H. B. Thorp, hm. £1 Is (Less 28) 
Wibsey—Mi, T. Barraclongh, qly. ds; Mr. E. Constantine, 

qly. 8s ; Mr. W. North, qly. Ss ; Mr. W. Sharp, qly. Ss... 
SalUlmry — ^Mr. H. Gregory, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. Weloh, 

imi. 3& ^ ••• aa. ••• ••• .•• ... 

Doncagter—''Mx, W. Elwess, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Nelstrop, 

imit Jbi. Is ■•• .•• ... ••■ ••• 

dMU/Oin »•• ••• ••• '••• ••• ••• 

^^An»>rifcanc?Xam}0^A— Mr8.Bamett,hm. £1 Is; Messrs. 
Cooke and Co., hm. £1 Is; Mr. P. Parker, hm. £1 Is ; 
Mrs. Parker (Box), ISs ; A Lady, 2s 6d; Mrs. Rabbits, 
hm. £1 Is ; Mr. S. A. Smith, 5s ; Mr. G. D. Tustin, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. R. H. Thompson, 58 ; Mr. G. J. Williamson, 

uHl. 3&i, JL8*«» ••• *•• ••• ••• ••• 

Pontefraet — ^Messrs. Groysdale and SonR, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. 

J. Barratt (Box), 15s ; Mr. J. Hinoholiff, hm. £1 Is ; 

Mr. T. Holmes, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. N. Marr, hm. £l0 ; 

Miss Nelstrop, hm. £2 28 ; Mr. R. Nelstrop (don.), 10s ; 

Mr. J. Shillito, 5s ; Mr. G. Stone, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. L. 

Reynolds, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. Wilson, hm. £l Is 
Uttoxeter^-Vix, T. Gresley, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Bnnting, 

no. XU8 ••• ••• ••• ••* ••• ... 

VfOiilh •■• ••• ••• ••• ... ••• 

^tterboTouglh 2ful ••• ... ... ... ••• 

Pi09i«an0»--Golleotion8 after Sermons and Meeting 
Yoxford—HT, J. Tnmer, ho. 128 6d 
TFtfi^/S(92i^Mr8.Neild,hm. £1 Is; Ditto, in memory of her 

late hnsband, £1 la ••• 

MelTuham^ldix, 0. Maggs, hm. £1 Is ... ... ••• 

Lynn—lAx, J. Jackson, hm. £1 Is; Mr. T. A. Jackson, ho. 

10s 6d ; Mr. A. Jermyn, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Laird, ho. 

lOsGd ; Mr. R. Teare, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. W. Thompson, hm. 

£i Is ; Mr. R. Whiteman, hm. £1 Is... 
Manehetter 1^— Mr. E. Barber, 5b ; Mr. J. Barnes, 5s ; Mr. 

F. Bard, 5s; Mr. T. Bright, 5s; Mr. W. Byrom, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. T. Glegg, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Dawes, ho. 10s ; 

Mr. G. Grundy, hm. £1 Is; Miss Gowenlook, hm. £1 Is; 

Mr. R. Haworth, hm. £1 Is ; Bro. W. H. Hewitt, hm. 

£l 1b ; Late Bro. G. Irving, 12s ; Bro. J. Y. Jewison, hm. 

£1 1b; Bro. J. A. Leak, hm. £1 ; Bro. H. Marrison, ho. 

10b; Mr. D. Mayor, 58 ; T. Mr. Morley, ho. 10s; Mr. J. 



Free Sub- 
Boriptions. 

£ 8. d. 
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Benefit 
MemberB. 

£ 8. d. 



31 4 

26 5 

1 12 6 



8 6 



7 11 6 



19 18 
1 11 



9 10 
12 6 

2 2 
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5 15 6 



8 17 



2 2 



10 18 6 



6 16 





7 12 


3 


12 





1 4 





2 1 





2 19 


9 


2 2 










3 



6 17 

15 

2 2 

3 



6 15 
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MOTUAIr-AID AflBOOIATIOV SSSOBXBR. 



Moi0, 5fl ; Mr. J. Parker, he. IOb ; Kr. W. Bains, hm. 

£1 U; Dr. H. Benahaw, hm. £1 la; Mr. 8. Staton, 5a; 

Bro. B Twemlow, hm. £1 Is ; Bro. J. Waid, (donuj 7a ; 

Mr. J. Wolstancroft, 5a ~» ••• ••• ••« 

Crewe— Serrioe of Song at WidaaUm, bj Bio. Bayley 
^otti/n^hum ... >•• ... ..• .. ••• 

Normieh—lAx, J, B. Allen, hm. £1 la ; Mr. W. 8taoej,hm. 



£1 U 

Alls 

£llB 

£t iB 
fills 



Mr. G. Bock, hm. dl Is ; Mr. & Bngden, hm. 
Mrs. T. Jarrold, hm. in. memoiy of her husband, 
Mrs. W. Jarrold, bm. in memory of her husband, 
Mrs. 8. Jarrold, hm. in memory of her hnsband, 
Mr. 8. J. J. Jarrold, £1 Is ; Mr. B. Haselwood, 



hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. Howlett, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Nichols, hm. 
XI Is ; Mr. W. Beynolds, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Bumble, hm. 
£1 1b ; Mr. J. B. Bust, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Jas. Yonngs, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr B. Holmes, hm. £l Is , Mr. E. Dixon, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. T. Yasser, hm. £1 Is ; Bir. H. Bollard, hm. 
(Depaty Mayor) £1 Is ; Aid. Gomey Boston, hjn. £5 ; 
Aid. A. Winter, hm. £1 Is; Aid. 8. Newman, bin. £1 Is; 
Cooncillor J. Willis, hm. £1 ; €k>anciUor G. White, hm. 
£1 Is ; .Councillor J. Boyce, hm. £1 Is ; Councillor B. 
Daws, hm. £1 Is ; Councillor H. Snowden, he. lOs 6d ; 
Councillor G. Stevens, he. 10s 6d ; Councillor W. Hew- 
lett, he. IOb; Mr. C. W. Daws, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Skc^les, 
hm. £1 ; Mr. G. Chamberlin, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. A. Cham- 
berlin, hm. J. P. (ex-Mayor), £1 Is ; Mr. A. J. K. Cham- 
berlin, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. JeekeUs, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. 
Hardy, hm. J. P., £1 Is; Mr. P. Kett, hm. £1 ; Mr. J. 
Bead, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Toungs, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. J. 
Newbegin, hm. £1 Is; Mr. E. Bennett, he. lOs; Mrs. 
Bugden, ho 10s ; A Friend, he. 10s ; Mr. J. Howes, he. 
lOs ; Mr. J. Park, ho. 10b 6d ; Mr. J. Pearson, he. 10s 6d ; 
MrB. Scott, he. IOb 6d ; Mrs. Wade, ho. 10s 6d ; Mrs. 
Dowson, he. lOs ; Bey. J. Hobson, 5b ; Mr. Simpson, 58 ; 
Mr. Harland, 5s ; Mr. J. Downing, he. lOs 6d... 

Suddertjield 2nd ••> ... ••• ••• ... 

Office LUtSee PreBident's Letter, £20 2b 5d ... 

Sheffield— Mr. H. J. AUcard, he. los 6d; Mr. J. Crapper, 
2b 6d ; Mr. G. Dale, ds ; Mr. J. Dyson, hm. J.P., £1 Is ; 
A Friend, *Jb 6d ; Mrs. Greenwood, 5s; Mr. J. Ibbotson, 
ho. 10b Gd ; Mr. Aid. F. J. Mappin, hm. M.P., £2 2s ; Mr. 
S. MeKgitt, hm. £1 Is ; Oughtibridge Beform Chapel, 
18b dd ; Mr. J. Parker, 2b 6d ; Mr. W. K. Peace, he. J.P., 
10b 6d; Mr. J. Bidal, hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. Speed, hm. 
£1 Is ; Bro. T. Turtle, hm, £1 Is ; Mr. B. Ward, ho. 10b ; 
Mr. J. Wood, hm. £1 1b; Mr. T. Woollam, hm. £1 1b. 
The following collected by Mr, E. Walker: Mr. E. Bain- 
bridge, hm. £l Is ; Mr. £. Birks, 5s; Mr. J. B. Eaton, 
he. 12b ; Mr. G. H. Hovey, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Bichard- 
son, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. H. EoBsell, he. lOs 6d; Mr. John 
Webster, hm. (in loving memory of) by Mary Webster, 
£1 iB ; Mr. Josh Wilson, ho. lOs ; Mr. P. Wragg, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. W. Tates, hm. (in loving memory of) £1 Is ; 
(£8 Hb oq) •.. ... •. *•• ..* 

Bay9water—W[, G. C. Amphlett, hm. £l la ••• ••• 

CheUea—yir, J. Carter, hm. £1 Is ... ... ••* 

Newport (Mon,)—yLr. S. Harse,hm. £1 Is ••• ••• 

Brisfolr—TM. (per Bro. Maynard) 

Depiford and iVeolwioh — ^A Friend, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. F. C. 
Wright, he. lOs 6d ; Mr. H. Wright, hm. 1 Is... 

Binde Street— }1t, B. H. Porter, hm. £1 Is 



•t* 



■eripttons. 
£ a. d. 



Bansflt 
Mambeif. 

£ 8. d. 



16 9 
11 








50 1 6 
20 2 5 



21 
1 
1 
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2 
1 



7 
1 
1 
1 
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12 
1 



9 
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SPIRITUAL PHOTOGRAPHY. 
A Sermonette by Bro, John Eoae^ Aylesbury^ BuckSm 

** Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be : but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him ; for we 
shall see Him as He is " {I John iii. 2). 

(ioD*s love is crowned by His grace in the gift of His Son. That grace 
is gloriBed in our reconciliation with God. That reconciliation is con- 
snmmated in oar being made heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ 
Jesas. 

To be made sons of God is truly an amazing honour conferred upon tho 
sons of men. We are afar off from God by nature and wicked works, 
bat we are brought nigh by the blood of Christ, and a blood relationship 
made to exist between us, for we are made sons of God by faith in Him. 
Christ and all true belicTers are as really joined together as the head and 
the members are in the human body. Oar sonship with God brings 
ns into the nearest relationship with the highest Being ; it contains the 
elements of the highest character ; and it lays claim to the highest 
privileges. The believer has a consciousness that, however unworthy , 
however feeble, however defective he may be, he is a child of God. And 
being adopted into the family of God as sons, we are assured that there 
shall be another change wrought upon ns — we shall be like Christ. The 
fall perfection of this change is not to be realised in our mortal state, in 
this world ; but, *' When He shall appear, we shall be like Him." We 
must be like Him to see Him, and the sight of Him will change us into 
His perfect likeness. Dwelling with Christ will make ns Christ-like. 
What we see we shall certainly show. Just as we set round a central 
light sparkling prisms, each of which catches the glow at its own angle, 
and flashes it back of its own colour, while the sorereign completeness of 
the perfect white radiance comes from the blending of all their separate 
rays, so they who stand round about the starry throne receive each the 
light in bis own measure and manner, and give forth each a true and 
perfect, and altogether a complete image of Him that enlightens them all, 
and is above them all. 

Here Christ reveals Himself to all His servants in the measure of their 
desire after Him. Believers also reflect the image of Christ to others, 
according to the measure of grace they receive, and the holy lives they 
live. Look closely into a man's eye, and you will see in it little pictures 
of what he beholds at the moment. And if our hearts are beholding 
Christ, Christ will be mirrored and manifested in our hearts ; and our 
characters will show what we are looking at. 

Let us call up a floral figure to our aid. There is but little in the bud 
of a plant to indicate the future glories of the flower, now concealed 
within its folds. Hidden away in the green casket, there may be brilliant 

July, 1881. o 
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hues and sweetest per fames, yea, loveliness itself; bat no one, bj sinoplj 
looking npon the exterior, can form any just conception of what the foil- 
blown flower will be like. Nor, indeed, by inspecting tbe interior. Let 
any one indulge in the recreation of flower anatomy ; let him take the 
dissecting knife and cut open the green shields which conceal the comiog 
blossom, and display the tightly packed petals ; but his skill will re?eid 
no adequate conception of the form, the fragrance, or the many tints of 
the future flower. Could the bud speak for itself, we might imagine it 
saying, '* I cannot see how any form of beauty can be developed from me. 
All I know is that I am held fast fettered by these green wrappers so 
tightly folded round me, and that within the centre of my being there is a 
cold, hard lump they call my heart. I am told I shall open out into a 
paragon of loveliness, but I see nothing within myself to warrant so happy 
an expectation." What, then, does the bud need, if not the dissecting 
knife, to force it open ? All it requires is to see the 8un» Let that bad 
but live for a little while in the sunlight, and the '^ parent of day," with 
its rosy fingers, shall do what the dissecting knife was powerless to 
accomplish. It will soon roll back the green shields, and give depth of 
colour to the opening leaves. Let the sun look down apon it, and all the 
hidden beauties of the bad shall greet its glance in the full-blown flower. 
So is it with the believer. ** Now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be.'' There is nothing in the believer to 
indicate the future glory that awaits him. Carefully analyse him, and the 
more yon dissect him, the greater will the mystery become that he, of all 
men, should ever be like Christ. Did 1 say that if the bad conld speak 
for itself it would declare its inability to understand how it could become 
anything glorious ? Aye, and there are thousands of believers who are 
ready to confess that, as far as their own experience goes, it is limited to 
finding themselves shut tightly in with bands of worldliness, and feeling 
within the centre of their being, a cold, hard lump they call their heart; 
and however that is to be developed into beauty like to Christ's, they 
cannot understand. What then does the believer need ? He only 
dreqaires what the bud wanted : Tos^e the sun — the Sun of BiaHTBousNBSs. 
That shall do it all ; *' We shall be like Him,^r we shall see Him as He 
js.*' It is seeing Christ as He is that makes the believer as Christ. One 
.glimpse of the Saviour will open the bud. Then shall spring forth, in a 
moment, all the beauties of Christ that had been hidden and concealed for 
jears. Remember, that when the bud we have adverted to, appeared 
\most commonplace and devoid of beauty, it yet contained within itself— 
though hidden — every atom of the coming flower. Every petal, soon to 
spread its beauty, and send forth its fragrance, was already there. The 
rbud is tbe flower, but undeveloped, and the frond contains the fern. So 
^lory is but the full manifeittation of grace. There is within the breast 
•of every believer that which, shone upon by the Sun of Bighteoasness, 
.shall open out into resplendent loveliness. Each child of God is actually 
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a king, bat o*rer the imperial robe there is at present cast the peasant garb ; 
and the crown yet waits on high. All believers are priests ; but the glory 
of the sacerdotal garments is, in a great measnre, concealed by everyday 
apparel, too often bearing earthly stains. When death these mortal eyes 
shall seal, and still this throbbing heart ; when the rending yeil reveals 
Christ in His heavenly beauty, then there shall be other veils rent as well ; 
for all that hid the glory of my priestly robes, and concealed the brilliancy 
of my kingly garments, shall be done away, and ** I shall be like Him, 
for I shall see Him as He is." 

By taking Christ as onr example, and imitating Him in onr thonghts 
and deeds, we shall be transformed into His blessed image. Jnst as the 
artist gazes npon the countenance of the person whose features he wishes 
to delineate, and by touch after touch of his pencil brings the perfect 
likeness to view, so the Holy Spirit, by His sanctifying inflaence, makes 
the believer like Christ. He, the Spiritual Artist, is continually working 
in ns, and ruling over us, making us more loving, more meek, more holy, 
more self-denying, and more devoted in His service ; touching this part by 
adversity, and that by His goodness, and the other by His energy, until 
the outline of Chriat's likeness becomes visibly manifest. Jast as the 
plates of the photographic artist are immersed in the chemicals, so the 
mind of the believer becomes immersed in the depths of Divine influence, 
and thus the Spirit of Qod, like the sun, brings out the image of the living 
God upon him. 

Our likeness to Christ will embrace our whole being, body, soul, and 
spirit. We shall have a physical likeness. Our purified humanity will 
bear the image of our blessed Saviour. He '' shall change our vile bodies 
like unto His glorious body." As our personal Saviour we shall see Him ; 
and it will be a family likeness, for we shall see Him. Christ came 
to destroy the works of the enemy; and ** the last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death ; " so that, in Christ, we look for a physical triumph 
over our final foe, and to be raised higher, and to appear grander, and 
more glorious than we should have been had man never fallen. Onr 
humanity will be transformed into the likeness of Christ, like unto His 
glorified body. Our bodies will shine in their full-orbed lustre. We 
look in vain to infantile or senile age for perfect manhood. Our glorified 
bodies will, doubtless, bear no mark of either the begiuning or the end of 
the present state of existence. Christ was taken away in the prime of 
life, in the vigour of His humanity, in the fullness of His strength, when 
He was thirty-three years old. And ** we shall be like Him." There 
shall be no marks of child-like weakness, nor of feebleness of age, but we 
ahali shine in all the vigour and glory of perfect life. 

Our likeness to Christ will also embrace an intellectual resemblance* 
''As a man thinketh in his heart so is he." Our thoughts form our 
character, and make us what we are. *' A man's wisdom maketh his face 
to shine." Thoughts of beauty, power, and grandeur, make the eye to 
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sparkle with intelligence, and the conntenance to exhibit wisdom. A maa 
rises in mental stature in proportion to the magnitude of his thoagbti. 
Let a man drink in the thonghts of God, as revealed in His Word« sad 
he will become more like Ood. One of the purposes of Divine revelatioB 
is thus to <' sanctify us through the truth*" When we ** see Him as Ho 
is/' we shall so mentallj comprehend His grand and glorious purposes, as 
to be anxious to do all we can to fulfil those purposes for theglorjof Hii 
Name. Our whole nature will be absorbed into the outlines of Di?iQe 
wisdom, and our souls will drink in His likeness, until our nature will 
become like Christ's nature. 

Christ's image will also be seen in our spiritual nature. Perfect holi- 
ness, intense emotion, supreme joy, and profound sympathy with the 
Divine Will, are the characteristics that will beautify our every feature, 
and mark our every step. An inextinguishable blaze of light will radiate 
from us. Our life will be animated with immortal vigour. Love will be 
in us a ruling passion. Here, on earth, the spiritual nature is e?er 
yearning after the establishment of Christ's kingdom. The heart most 
like Christ is ever thinking Christ's thoughts, and ready to do Christ's 
work ; ready to make others like Christ, and to bring all intelligent 
creation into harmony with the purposes of Divine mercy. And he who 
is thus heartily engaged in such works, even bere^ is being changed and 
transformed by the Spirit of God into Christ's image and likeness. 
Seeing Him here, by the eye of faith, we are gradually changed into His 
likeness : Beholding Him hereafter, with the eye of spiritual sense, we 
shall be completely transformed into His image ; and shall 

Bask in His beams with eternal delight ; 
With crowns of glorj, and robes of light ; 
Shall sing ia His presence the grand new song, 
Joining in praise with the heavenly throng. 



GOOD WOMEN OF SCRIPTURE MISUNDERSTOOD AND 

MISJUDGED. 

No. VI. — Japbthah's Daughteb. 

The father of this lady is in the list of PAaVs worthies (Heb. xi. ^2), of 
whom the apostle says, that they <' through faith subdued kingdoms and 
WBOUOHT RIQHTB0USNB88.'* And yet, such has been the perFcrsitj of 
human intellect that, until lately, the prevailing opinion among commen- 
tators has been that Jephlhah actually killed his daughter, and offered her 
up to Jehovah literally as a burnt sacrifice upon the altar! 

Let us look at the facts as recorded (Judges xi. 29-40). Jephthahhid 
been chosen chief captain of the Israelites, and peaceful negotiations with 
the Ammonites having failed — as they generally do when both parties 
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bftve arms in their hands — *'Thea the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
Jephthab, and he passed oyer anto the children of Ammon. And Jephthah 
▼owed a tow nnto the Lord, and said, If Thou shalt without fail deliver 
the children of Ammon into mine hands, then it shall be, that whatsoever 
oometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace 
from the children of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord's, and I will offer 
it up for a burnt offering.*' 

The marginal note to our Bibles substitutes the word "or " for ** and** 
in the last clause ; so making the vow to read that i^hatever met him 
first should be the Lord*8, or he would offer it up for a burnt offering. 

What could he expect to meet him coming out of the doors of his 
iiOQse but some member of his family, wife or daughter, or favoured 
servant, or some one near of kin to him ? No matter who it might be* 

00 full of self-denial was he under the influence of '* the Spirit of thb 
LoBD," that he vowed it — devoted it — as a sacred sacrifice to God. But 
so well read was he in the books of Moses, as we may gather from his 
message to the Ammonites, that he well knew how a singular vow was to 
be paid (see Lev. xxvii). Thirty shekels of silver would redeem a female 
from the consequences of an ordinary vow ; but from such an absolute 
devotement, as in his heart he purposed, there was no redemption 
(verse 28) ; the devoted one mast belong thenceforth to the service of the 
tabernacle, as Samuel subsequently did ; who was, in like manner, vowed 
or devoted by his mother Hannah. 

'^And Jephthah (victorious) came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, 
behold, his daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and with 
dances: " (as Miriam did on the borders of the Red Sea) ; '* and she was 
his only child ; beside her he had neither son nor daughter. When he 
saw her he rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter 1 thou hast 
brought me very low, and thou art one of them that trouble me : for 

1 have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot go back." 

It is commonly so, much easier to make a vow than to pay it; and 
what seems easy under some powerful insfdration of the Spirit, proves 
very hard of performance when that Spirit is withdrawn. *• Vow and pay 
unto the Lord thy vows, for it is better not to vow, than to vow and not 

Jephthah felt the burden which his vow had cast upon him, and upon 
his mnch-loved only child ; but, although he was scarcely able to bear its 
weight, and exhibited the utmost tokens of regret, his daughter, with the 
true spirit of a heroine, said, *' My father, if thou hast opened thy mouth 
nnto the Lord, do to me according to that which hath proceeded out of 
thy mouth ; forasmuch as the Lord hath tiiken vengeance for thee 
of thine enemies, even of the children of Ammon.*' 

And when she knew that the vow of devotement would dedicate her to 
God's service, and to a single life, she said, ''Let this thing be done for 
me : let me alone two months, that I may go up and down upon the 
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moan tains, and bewail my virginity, I and my fellows.*' At the end of 
two months she returned nnto her father, who did with her according to 
his TOW which he had vowed. ** And it was a castom in Israel, that the 
daughters of Israel went yearly to lament (margin, *^ to talk mth " ) the 
daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite, four days in a year." 

So that long as she lived there was an annual break of four days' holidsj 
for converse with her friends; apart from the duties which she had 
undertaken of constant attendance in the Tabernacle. Nor must we 
suppose that she was alone in this service: we are told (Num. xxzi. 
35-40) that thirty-two young girls, captive Midianites, were the Lord's 
tribute, who would be employed about the Tabernacle ; and Joshua ix. 27 
informs us that Joshua made the whole tribe of the Qibeonites *' hewers 
of wood and drawers of water for the congregation, and for the altar of 
the Lord." 

What particular employments these devoted maidens had, may be 
at least partly conceived. Their nimble fingers would be constantly 
required to keep the numerous hangings and embroideries of the Taber- 
nacle and its services in good order : possibly, also, there may have now 
commenced that service of song, which reached such perfection in the 
time of David, about a hundred and twenty years afterwards. 

Jephthah's daughter, with her knowledge of the books of Moses, would 
be just the person to teach the Gibeonites the statutes and the worship of 
the one true and living God, and to lead them in holy song, and to tell 
them what all these sacrifices and offerings figured forth : the coming of 
Messiah, the Prince and Shepherd of all the families of the earth. 

Jephthah's subsequent bloody quarrel with the contentions and envious 
Ephraimites, added to the loss of his daughter's society, so told upon him 
that he judged Israel only six years, and then he died. 

How long his high-spirited and pious daughter survived him, we know 
not ; but long enough to make it a custom for the daughters of Israel to 
make a pilgrimage yearly to the Tabernacle, to talk with her of the trials 
and triumphs of her younger days ; and, perhaps, to speculate npoa 
another state of being in which they neither marry nor are given in 
marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven. T. C 



THE METHODIST YEAB BOOK FOR 1881. 

Wje have received a copy of this valuable annual, published by the 
authorities of the << Methodist Episcopal Church of America." It is 
edited by Dr. W. H. De Poy, and published by Messrs. Philips and 
Hunt, New York, and Messrs. Walden and Stowe, Cincinnati. Its balk 
is small, but its contents are various and valuable. Such another example 
of the Multum in parvo could not easily be found. It gives religions 
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gtttistics, not only for the United States, bat for the world, together 
with population and educa^onal statist ic8, and many other particulars, 
acme of them exactly ascertained, others carefally computed. There is 
moch to challenge an EagUshmaa's attention, aud more to interest 
Methodist Local Preachers. We have marked some things for trans- 
ference to our own pages^ and will give them, with occasional remarks 
and links of connection. 

The Twenty. third General Conference — held every fourth year — was 
held in Cincinnati, May 1-28 (four weeks), 1880. It is composed of 
ministerial and lay delegates. The Annual Conferences are each entitled 
to send, at least, one ministerial delegate ; and those of larger extent, to 
send one for every forty-five of its members, and an additional one for an 
overplus of thirty or more members. No Annual Conference, except on 
foreign mission fields, must be organised with fev^er than fifteen effective 
members. The last General Conference was composed of 248 ministerial 
delegates and 151 lay delegates. Thirteen bishops were present, each 
presiding in the order of seniority in his office. Nineteen fraternal dele- 
gates from eleven other churches, all of the Methodist family except two^ 
were received. Four delegates were appointed to represent the Conferenco 
at the Conferences of other Methodist bodies in America and in Great 
Britain and Ireland. Three bishops, and two wives of bishops, died 
during the preceding four years. 

The expenses of the delegates of the General Conference amounted to 
nearly five thousand pounds ; the receipts from the Annual Conferences 
being £845 short of that amount. The deficiency was met by a '' draft 
on the Book Concern." This is the usual resource in like cases. 

Oar readers will generally feel pleasure in reading the following : " It 
was ordered that, among the questions put to candidates for admission 
into the Annual' Conference, should be the following: * "Will you wholly 
abstain from the use of tobacco ? ' " Why should this question be per- 
mitted to sink into a mere formality in any assembly of honest men, much 
less of Ministers of the Gospel ? And why should it not be among the 
perpetuated questions in all the periodical meeiings in which discipline is 
considered ? Smoking, as a habit, is a vice, except when needed tor the 
counteraction of disease or the relief of suJBTering ; and the money spent by 
some men in the vicious indulgence is a scandal to religion. The filth 
that it canses, also, is abominable. 

A yet more loathsome and detestable thing provoked the righteous 
indignation of the Conference ; and ** a resolution was unanimously 
passed, by a rising vote, urging upon Congress • the adoption of such 
statutes or amendments as shall secure, or aid in securing, the extirpation 
of polygamy, and those other named crimes as shall make the laws of the 
United States supreme in Utah as elsewhere iu our nation.* " Our Lord 
Jesus Christ restored the purity of the marriage relation as originally 
mstituted by God's own act ; and the tolerance of polygamy by govern- 
ments professing to be Christian, is rebellion against Him. 
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A resolation was passed against the ordination of women to the pablic 
ministry of the Gospel, and also against the licensing of women as local 
preachers. Paul speaks of some women who lahoared with him in the 
Gospel (Phil. ir. 3). What did those women do ? How did they 
labour ? We read of Apollos, ^* an eloquent man, and mighty in the 
Scriptures, knowing only the baptism of John," being taught by a woman 
and her husband, who '* expounded unto him the way of God more per- 
fectly " (Acts xviii. 24-26). We read also of John Wesley's mother 
expounding and preaching in her husband's house to all comers, becauM 
she dare not refuse. We have heard women preach and lecture with 
great ability ; and, although St. Paul says he *' suffered not a woman to 
teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence'* 
(1 Tim. ii. 12), the context shows that what he then wrote was in refer- 
ence to domestic life, and the godly order of a Christian home, in which 
the wife must be in subjection, in the Lord, to the authority of her 
husband, and not he to hers. There are women who can preach, and we 
dare not give our voice, in all cases, against its being done. 

America has been greatly agitated about the large number of Chinese 
who have iiimiigrated there. Some of the poor adventurers have been 
cruelly treated, and attempts have been made to procure their expulsion, 
and to prevent others from following them. Their habits of frugality and 
industry enable them to work for less pay than the Americans and the 
European immigrants. Hence the animosity with which they are 
regarded. The Conference took this matter calmly in hand ; and, on the 
ground of existing treaties between the United States and China, and the 
faithful observance of those treaties on the part of China, passed foor 
resolutions in favour of the Chinese immigrants, intended to influence the 
Government, the Press, and the Methodist people on their behalf, and to 
encourage and strengthen the hands of the Superintendent of its own 
misi^ion among that people in California. 

Our friends will be gratified, and some of them delighted, with what 
follows : '^ Whereas, The purity and exalted character of the family and 
social life at the White House, Washington, is not surpassed in the 
history of our country ; therefore, 

" Resolved, That we, the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, assembled in Ohio, the State of the nativity of the President, 
Rutherford B. Hayes, and Mrs. Hayes, hereby express our high appre- 
ciation of the personal worth and noble example of the President 
and his wife, and commend to all the women of America the heroic 
conduct of Mrs. Hayes in regard to temperance, and specially, the 
beautiful simplicity of her Christian life." 

**An important report on Temperance was adopted, providing the 
appointment of a Committee by each Quarterly Conference, to meet the 
pastor at least once every three months for consultation as to the best 
means for promoting the temperance cause.' ' 
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The Methodist Episcopal Chnrch of America seems not at all relactant 
to take a leaf oat of the book of British Methodism. ** The whole matter 
of observing the year 1884, as the Centennial of the organisation of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, was referred to the Bishops, to devise 
« plan for the same, and report it to the Chnrch as early as convenient.*' 

Elaborate statistics of the literature of the Church are given. In 
connection therewith is the following statement : " From its regular and 
legitimate business alone, nnder the careful management of officers 
selected by the General Conference of the Church, it shows for the last 
forty-four years a clear profit of nearly three and a quarter million oj 
dollars (£650,000); an average annual profit of seventy-three thousand 
eight hundred and sixty dollars ! (£14,772). The achievement is without 
a parallel in the history of religious, benevolent, and ecclesiastical 
pnblishing establishments, reflecting great credit upon the fidelity, 
skill, and business tact of the Book Agents, and upon the general 
connexional publishing system adopted by the Church.'* 

We are informed that '* the first Methodist book ever issued in America 
was Wesley's Sermons, printed and circulated by Kobert Williams, pre- 
vious to the opening of a connexional publishing house." At present 
^Hhe publications are English, German, French, Swedish, Danish, Spanish, 
Italian, American, Indian, Anglo-Saxon, and Ancient Greek. 'The 
different pictorial engravings owned by the Methodist Book Concern, and 
used thus far in illustrating the numerous publications, fill a list of about 
14,000, and the specimen engravipgs cover the pages of several immense 
folio volumes." 

" The total number of periodicals in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
is 64 ; aggregate in various branches of Methodism, 159." 

Among the institutions of the Methodist Episcopal Church is a Women*$ 
Foreign Missionary Society, — ** Organised in Boston, March 22nd, 1869 J 
nationalised in 1870, under a constitution providing for ten co-ordinate 
branches ; and received official recognition and formal approval of the 
General Conference in 1872." This Society, according to its report of 
1880, has '^ built, purchased, and sustained three orphanages, three hos- 
pitals, ten dispensaries, thirteen boarding-schools, and eight homes for 
missionaries : fifty-two single ladies had gone out as missionaries, nearly 
two hundred native teachers and Bible women had been employed in dis- 
seminating Christian truth, and numerous day and Sunday-bchools, 
superintended by the wives of missionaries, had been established and sup- 
ported in all fields. For the maintenance of these enterprises 590,966 
dollars (£118,193) had passed through the treasury. India, China, 
Japan, Bulgaria, Italy, Mexico, and Africa, were embraced in the Society's 
foreign work." 

Another institution sustained by the Church, is the ** Frcedmen's Aid 
Society." «« Up to May 1, 1880, the Society had aided in the establish- 
ment and support of (many) schools, six of which have full collegiate 
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powers." The receipts for the preceding foar years amounted to 266,24d 
dollars (£53,248). 

The Charch has a Snndaj-school Union, comprising 20,340 schools ; 
226,367 ofiBcers and teachers, and 1,538,311 scholars. Daring the last 
four years 352,908 professed conversions were reported. The Inter- 
national Sunday-school lessons are said to be in use "by more than 
6,000,000 pupils in the United States, Canada, England, Ireland, Scot- 
land, Australia, the Sandwich Islands, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Italy, Turkey, India, and China.'' 

In the United States there are ninety-6ve annual Conferences, 11,798 
itinerant preachers, and 12,620 local preachers, belonging to the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church. The number of the latter seems to us small in 
comparison of the former ; the excess being only 822. But the relations 
of the two orders there are different from what they are with us.. There 
is a constant interchange of position going on there. They do not class 
their Local Preachers as laymen^ but as ministers entitled to the style of 
Reverend. In 1879 there were 1,359 Local Preachers stationed as 
pastors. In the same year 1,111 Local Preachers entered the itinerant 
ministry, and 155 itinerants returned to the local ranks. All the itine- 
rants, '* except those received from other religious and eyangelical 
Churches, have been received from the Local Preachers* ranks.*' Class- 
leaders, numbering 85,270, are placed with the enumeration of Lay 
Officers. The number of presiding elders is 456, and the total of lay 
members in full connexion, 1,544,118, besides 179,02^ on trial. 

The annual collections are nine in number, and the sum total raised for 
all purposes, as near as could be ascertained for the year 1880, was aboat 
£2,893,000. 

A ** Course of Study for Local Preachers " is prescribed, for a period of 
four years. It comprises Christian Theology, Bible History, Catechism, 
Life of Wesley, Church History, Methodist and National History, Eccle- 
siastical History, Logic, &c., but it does not include the study of lan- 
guages. 

The ** National Association of Local Preachers '* has its place in the 
" Year Book ; '' and so has the " American Bible Society." Under the 
heading of " John Street Church, New York,'* we find the following inti- 
mation : '* As the centennial of the organisation of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church will occur in 1884, we suggest, without entering into 
details, that it may be feasible to interest the entire Methodism of oar 
own country, as well as that of the mother country and the Canadas, in 
perpetuating this old historic Church, planted more than a hundred years 
ago, to evidence on this continent the truth of John Wesley's maxim — a 
maxim we, his children, hold as our own — * The world is our parish/ 
We also recommend the editors of our papers to render such aid as may 
be necessary to carry out the suggestions of this report." 

Some information is given as to what has been done and what is 
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intended to be done in reference to the projected *' Ecnmenical Methodist 
Conference/' or Congress ; but we have not space for extracts. 

The pablishing boases thronghont the States, Great Britain, and^ 
oither conn tries, are given, to the number of sixteen; besides which there 
are four Book Concerns in different parts of the States ; making twentj 
great reservoirs of Methodist literature pouring out perpetual streams of 
healing waters over our plague'Smitten planet, to neutralise the influences . 
of paganism, popery, atheism, materialism, and the multiplied forms of 
wickedness everywhere. 

In the " General Summary of Methodists," giving a host of statistics, 
we find the nnmber of Wesleyan Local Preachers in Great Britain stated 
«t 18,711; and throughout the world, 86,460. The total number of 
itinerant ministers is stated as 81,731. 

In reference to Sunday- schools, we read : ** Probably the largest aggre-- 
gate attendance in any Sunday-school in the world is at Stockport,. 
England. The school there was founded in 1784. It has four branches. 
The parent school includes about 3,600 scholars, and the four branches 
about 1,200 ; about 4,800 in all. There are more than four hundred 
teachers. Probably the largest single school in the United States is the 
Bethel Mission, at Cincinnati, with a membership of about 3,000.'* 

There is a vast amount of other miscellaneous information in the book, 
not omitting the ** Salvation Army," and the postal rates and arrange- 
ments. We have noticed what we thought likely most to interest our own 
readers, and all the rest we leave. We can only congratulate our Ameri- 
can brethren on the vast results of that great work which was begun, . 
nnder God's grace, by an Irish immigrant, and he a zealous Local, 
Preacher. May the Lord make them a hundred times so many as they 
are, and make ns as prosperous as they ! 



THE WESLEYAN METHODIST LOCAL PREACHERS' 

MUTUAL-AID ASSOCIATION. 

Chapteb XIY. — Annual Meetiko, London. 1860. 

Bbo. Thos. Cuthbertson, London, President. 

The meeting this year was looked forward to with high expectations. 
The Hanover Square Rooms had been secured for the purposes of the 
Obeat Bazaab, and to hold therein the usual business meetings of tho 
Association. 

A considerable nnmber of the country members of General Committee^ 
being in town to attend the Bazaar, there was a large gathering at the 
meeting, held on Saturday evening, June 8bh. Large bills had been 
issued, announcing a long list of services on the Sunday, including love— 
feasts. 
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Monday, Jane 10th, the bnsiness meeting began at half-past ten. 
Report stated the nnmber of members to be 1,965 benefit and 476 hono- 
rary, being a decrease of 26 benefit and 14 honorary ; total decrease, 40. 
Sabscriptions of benefit members, £1,017 Os. Id., being a decrease of 
£67 7s. lOd. Joint-stock had decreased to £3,049 9s. 4d. Total de- 
<crease on the year, £194 2s. lid. 

Bro. Thomas Gathbertson was nnanimonsly elected President, Bro. 
Wild re-elected Treasurer, and Bro. Wade re-elected Hon. Secretary. 

This being the triennial year, when alterations could be made in the 
rules, it was proposed to open the Association to other sections of the 
Methodist family. This proposition was discussed with considerable 
fipirit, but was negatived by 38 to 20. No other important alteration 
^as made, so that the Association kept on its old lines. 

The Magazine. — The Association having had to pay £72 10s. 7d., for 
1859, above the receipts, this deficit was by no means a pleasant thing; 
«nd the brother who introduced the subject said: '^He had thought 
about it, and it would be a great burden off his mind, and a great relief 
to the Committee, to have done with the Magazine ; but then, what were 
they to do ? How could the work be done ? *' He concluded his remarks 
by proposing that it be continued. A long discussion followed, when it 
was inddentally determined to give a* copy of the Magazine monthly to 
-each honorary member. 

Let us just look at this word, mcidentally. This little incident has 
been attended by the greatest benefit to the Association. The Magazine 
-coming into the hands of the hon. members month by month, has kept 
the Association constantly before them. Mduy of them would have been 
lost had it not been for this modest monthly visitor, that has silently 
reminded them of the pressing claims of the old, worn-out Local 
Preachers. 

The business meeting was succeeded by a public meeting, as nsual. 
But it will not do to dismiss this year so summarily ; for while the 
brethren are, or have been, attending to their business, there are sisters 
attending to theirs. This is the year of the Great Bazaab. For this 
they had been preparing for twelve months ; and now here are the pro- 
ducts laid out in the elegant Hanover Square Booms, on tastily orna- 
mented stalls. These stalls have the names of the places from whence 
i^hey have obtained their wares, such as Hinckley, Birmingham, Wake- 
afield, Framlingham, Aylesbury, Derby, North End (this was the Lady 
Treasurer's stall). Then there was the 8rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th 
London, Sydenham, Sheffield, York, Newport, Northampton, Towcester, 
Barton, Andovcr, Mitcham, Fakenham, and even Edinburgh was repre- 
sented. But what is to be said of the untiring workers, with their twelve 
months* preparation, and the attendance of these ladies from all parts of 
London day after day ? For the Bazaar was open for a week. It must 
be remembered that not only did the places enumerated above fafniah 
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stalls, bat sent their lady attendants, at great cost and labour. Tbe 
result, however, was very cheering. About £1,000 was realised, after all 
expenses were paid. 

IN MEMOHIAM. 

Thomas Guthbbbtsov. 
Pbesidbnt of tbe Assooiation, 1860. 

Thomas Cuthbebtson was born January 16th, 1814, and was translated 
September 26tb, 1875. Period on earth sixty-one years eight montha 
twelve days. 

It will be no reflection on the other brethren noticed, to say that Bro.. 
Cuthbertson lived longer and did more for the Association than either of 
those who preceded him ; and, perhaps, it would not be saying too mncfa,. 
if we say that few who have succeeded him have reached his standard. 
For he was to all intents and purposes ** in labours more abundant." 

Oar acquaintance with him begun in 1849 ; and from that time it did 
us good to meet him. His sunny, cheerful countenance, dissipated at 
once any gloom we might have hanging over us. There was a buoyancy 
about him which bore us up when we were sinking. His hopefulness 
chased away all our fears when we came into association with him. He 
was a whole man. Having made his choice, there was no hesitating or 
going back. It was forward ; and he had the rare talent of taking others 
with him. As one of the founders of our Association, in our opinion, his> 
efforts and success were equalled by few, and excelled by none. There is^ 
the less necessity for us to enlarge here, as a sketch of his life and a< 
capital portrait may be seen in the January number, 1876. 

Chapter XY. — Annual Meeting at Bath. 1861. 

Bro. John Wade, Mitcham, President. 

The Annual Meeting was held this year in the city of Bath. The Cora*- 
mittee met on Saturday evening, June 8th. Sermons were preached by 
the brethren, and collections made ia about twenty chapels in Bath and 
Bristol. 

The Annual Meeting commenced its sittings on Monday morning, June- 
10th. About fifty brethren were present. A long discussion took place 
on the report. Certain amendments were proposed, but they fell to the 
ground, and the motion for the reception of the report was carried. 

Bro. John Wade was elected President, Bro. Wild re-elected Trea- 
surer, and Bro. Chamberlain Hon. Secretary. 

The Report showed 2,015 benefit and 470 hon. members, total 2,485-; 
being an increase of fifty benefit, and a decrease of six hon. members in 
the year. The benefit members' subscriptions amounted to Jg 1,001 28. 6J.^ 
being £15 17d. 5d. less than the preceding year. In consequence of the 
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money received through the Bazaar the fanded property had risen te 
.£3,976 168. 6d., being an addition of £927 7s. 2d. on the year. 

The meeting extended over Monday and Taesday. The report of the 
sittings this jear is rather lengthy, filling nine pages of the Magazine 
{1862, pages 204-212). The small talk was abundant, and the solid 
business yery little. 

Nothing particular was said at this meeting respecting the Magazine. 
The loss upon the year 1860 was £72 8s. 6d. 

A tea and public meeting was held in the Gnildhall on the Monday 
evening. Dr. Wassell, Baptist Minister, occupied the chair. The 
chairman said some complimentary things to the brethren, and regarded 
them as fellow-labonrers in the work of preaching the Gospel. He 
remarked that, '' If ever he felt tempted to priJe at his own exertions, he 
found it speedily removed when he remembered the class of men before 
him ; who, after daily toils continued up till Saturday night, have got up 
and done the work of the Lord's Day also, walking ten or even eighteen 
miles to reach the appointed place." 

The meeting was afterwards addressed by Bros. Chamberlain, Towne, 
Wade, Cuthbertson, Cnrnock, Luckman, Richards, Chester, Line, Mil- 
eom, and Clarke. A pretty fall report of this meeting will be found in 
the Magazine, 1861, pages 213-222. 



Chapter XVI. — Annual Meeting at Derby. 1862. 

Brother Thomas Hirst, Kimberley, President. 

The General Committee met in the Vestry of Brook Street Chapel, 
Derby, on Satarday, Jnne 21st. In addition to preaching in the chapek 
on the Sunday, a camp-meeting was held. 

The meeting commenced its sittings in Becket Street Schoolroom, on 
Monday morning, Jane 23rd. About fifty brethren were present. The 
.Eeport showed 2,063 benefit and 433 hon. members, total 2,496 ; being 
an increase of 48 benefit, and a decrease of 87 hon. members, leaving a 
net increase of 11 members on the year. The balance showed a decrease 
in the funded property of £136 4s. 4d. in the year, reducing the capital 
•to £3,840 12s. 2d. 

Bro. Thomas Hirst was elected President, Bro. Wild, Treasurer, Bro. 
•John Carter, Assistant Treasurer, and Bro. Chamberlain re-elected Hon. 
Secretary. 

At this meeting it was resolved that a Bible be provided, with fly leaves 
at the beginning, for each President's autograph, to be kept by the Pre- 
sident for the time being. This was done, and that Bible has passed 
from one President to another to the present time. 

To increase the finances, collecting boxes and cards were recommended. 
Although there had been an increase in the number of benefit menoibenii 
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their contribations amoanted only to £1,000 lis., being lis. 6d. less 
than the year before. 

The loss upon the Magazine for the year 1861 amoanted to J674 168. 9d. 
One brother said that the Magszine had been a dead loss from the begin- 
ning, bat he would not move that it be discontinued. Another brother 
said it had been considered at a former meeting that if the ]oss upon it 
did not exceed dSlOO a year, it was not a loss, but a gain. The brethren 
nnanimoosly resolved to have it continued. 

A tea was provided on Monday evening in Brook Street Ohapel. After 
tea the ex- President, Bro. Wade, preached in King Street Chapel, from 
Acts XX. 24. After the service the Lord's Sapper was comtnemorated, 
the superintendent of the circuit presiding, assisted by one of his 
-colleagues. 

In connection with this annual meeting there appears a very interest- 
ing account by a Local Preacher in the August and September numbers 
of the Magazine, of a trip to a blasting furnace below Derby, then down 
into a coal mine, after that over the Derby hills, and down the vales to 
Matlock, then to the Dake of Devonshire's paradise at Chatsworth. 



IN MEMORIAM. 
Brotheb Thomas Hibst, President, 1862. 

One of Nature's noblemen, a simple-hearted, pure-minded man. I shall 
not, however, give any full sketch of him here. That will be found in 
the Volame for 1870. 

Thomas Hirst was born at Knottingley, Yorkshire, February 5th, 
1789, and died June 31, 1870. His life thus extended to eighty-one 
jrears four months and twenty-fire days. 

He joined the Methodist Society when only fifteen years of age, and 
•continued in connection with the Methodist Family till his death. When 
-only seventeen years of age he was made a class-leader. This office he 
held till death ; and when no longer able to go out, his members gathered 
found his bed several times during his illness, and thus his class was kept 
up till the last. 

Bro. Hirst was not only a local preacher upwards of half a century, but 
4b Sunday-school man ; and he used his tongue and his pen in its behalf. 
In addition to contributing to this and other periodicals, he published 
Hymns and Dialogues for Sunday-school anniversaries. In 1841 he pub- 
lished a 12 mo volume of 368 pages, The Music of the Church. Later 
on The Autobiography of the Bible, and other Poems, with portrait* 
post 8vo, 296 pages. Also John WimbleUn, reprinted from the Local 
Prbaoherb* Maqazinb. He did worthily in his day. May we walk in 
his steps. 
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Ceapter XYII. — Annual Mbbtino at Manohbstbr. 1868. 
Bbo. James Arundalb, Ashton-under-Lyney President. 

Tbb General Oommittee met in the Morning Chapel, Oldham Street, oD' 
Saturday evening, June 6th. The brethren took appointments, as asoal, 
in several chapels on the Sunday. 

From the Report this year we learn that the number of benefit members 
was 2,038, and the honorary 436, total, 2,474 ; being a decrease of 25- 
benefit members, and an increase of 3 hon. members ; total decrease of 22. 
Benefit members' subscriptions, £1,023 28. 6d., being an increase of 
£22 lis. 6d. Income exceeded the expenditure, £118 Bs. 7d., raising 
the funded property to £3,959 Os. 9d. This was bringing things on the 
right side again. 

Bro. Arundale, of Hooley Hill, was elected President, Bros. Wild and 
J. Garter re-elected Treasurers, and Bro. Ohamberlain Hon. Secretary. 

This being the year in which alterations could be made in the rales,, 
there were several notices of motion for alteration, but only one of mach 
importance; that was the extending the basis of the Association so as to 
embrace the Local Preachers of the New Connexion. This was discussed 
at great length, and with considerable spirit ; but the motion was nega- 
tived, there being 19 for aitd 30 against it. The other motions shared 
the same fate, and the brethren determined to go on as before for another 
three years. 

On Monday evening, the ex-President, Bro. Hirst, preached the official 
sermon, after which the Lord's Supper was celebrated. 

On Tuesday evening a tea and public meeting was held in Lever Street 
Chapel. Eli Atkin, Esq., presided over the public meeting. He said r 
** Thousands of congregations were dependent upon Local Preachers for 
their spiritual instruction. All hononr to the men who made such sacri- 
fices in order to preach the Gospel. He hoped they would keep up the 
fervour of their piety, and then Ood would honour their labours and give 
them success." 

Bro. Chamberlain, in his introductory speech, recommended this Abso- 
ciation in not only caring for the living, but in caring for the dead, so 
that a Local Preacher's bones should not be huddled into a pauper's 
grave, as Thomas Hood said^ 

" Rattle his bones over the stones, 
He*B only a pauper whom nobody owns.*' 

This Association owns him, and he mast have a decent funeral. The 
meeting was further addressed by the President, and Bros. Towne, Son^ 
merside, Schofield, Lawton, Nelstrop, and Hirst. 
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MEMOIR OP MR. HENRY SMITH. 

Bbothbb Hbnby Smith was born at Aldbourn, in the Hangerford 
Circait, Wiltshire, on February 19th, 1828. In early life he was deeply 
impressed with his need of salvation, and acting according to his con- 
victions, he gave his heart and life to Him who '' bought him with His 
precionB blood," and by the Spirit of God he was enabled to realise the 
saving truths of the glorious Gospel of Christ. He was exceedingly 
joyous and happy, and manifested his faith by a life of consecration and 
zeal for God. He told others of his newly found joy, and testified of the 
Saviour as opportunity occurred. 

His parents did not train him in experimental religion, and they were 
somewhat surprised at his conduct when he joined the Methodist Society, 
and took an interest and active part in cottage services and prayer 
meetings. He found a sphere of labour in the Sunday-school, and while 
in the days of his youth showed an aptitude for public speaking by deli- 
vering his first address there. 

Soon after this he became a Local Preacher of considerable ability and 
power, and was on the plan before he was eighteen years old. He gave 
himself to the study of the Word of God and to prayer. His labours 
were crowned with abundant success ; and one of the greatest joys he 
ever experienced was in being instrumental, in the hands of God, of 
leading his father to the Saviour. 

Family circumstances prevented his giving himself to the full work of 
the Christian ministry. After the death of his parents he removed to 
Winterton, in the Barton Circuit, where he spent twenty- seven years of 
his nseful life. One of the ministers of that circuit (Key. Wm. Parson- 
son) says of him, *' He was a good man, and held in the highest esteem 
thronghout the circuit as a consistent and devoted Christian." 

He was mighty in prayer, and the recollection of his powerful pleadings 
with God at the close of the Sabbath evenings and at the weekly prayer 
meetings, will ever remain with me. He was very genial, and his com- 
panionship was a joy. He was greatly and rightly beloved by his family^ 
for he was a good father. His prayers, instructions, and example have 
been crowned by the conversion of several of his children. 

As a class leader he was much beloved ; and for some time had two 
classes under his care. He was a very fluent speaker in public, had con* 
siderable mental ability, and was well read. His sermons were most 
acceptable, and were highly spoken of thronghout the circuit. 

About eight years since he removed to Broom Lodge, Hatfield, in the 
Doncaster Circuit, where he has laboured with the same acceptance in 
town and country, almost to the time of his death. He took a deep 

p 
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interest in the work, and had great delight in serying the Lord in mtny 
ways. He was greatly beloved bj all the local preachers, and freqnently 
entertained them at bis home. The Sabbath day was spent in Christian 
conTersation, praise, and prayer. 

His death is regretted by a large circle of friends, bnt his memory wiU 
be fragrant for many years. " He rests from his labour," bat his " works 
do follow him." His last public service was at Thome, December 5, 1880, 
when he expounded a portion of the Word of God. Shortly after this he 
was laid aside from active service, but continued to hold forth the Word 
of Life in his own home ; and a fortnight before his death, when sur- 
rounded by bis loving family, he discoursed sweetly, fervently, and beau* 
tifully on ** Jesus the Light of the world." 

His affliction was borne with resignation and faith in God. He said to 
those who were with him, it would soon '' end in joyous day." He heard 
the voice of the Master saying, *' Come up higher," and with his latest 
conscioas breath, << He praised the Lord." He fell asleep in Jesus on 
Sunday evening, January 23, 1881, aged fifty-seven. 

He was for many years a member of the Local Preachers' Mntaal-Aid 
Association at Barton ; and when a branch was formed in Doncaster, he 
was unanimously chosen to be its first chairman, and last year he was 
appointed to attend the annual meeting at York, which he greatly 
enjoyed. He had a strong attachment to his brethren of this institution, 
and did what he could to promote its welfare and the benefit of those 
associated with him in this glorious work. May it be ours to follow his 
example, to emulate his zeal, to grasp the same promises, and rely on the 
same loving Saviour ; so that when our work is done, and night comet 
with us, the night may end in joyous day. J. 8. 
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LOCAL OFnON. 

An Address by W. S. Allen, Esq., M.P., 
one of our Hon. MemberSf delivered in 
the Town Hallt Longton. 

Mb. Allen said : when he wrote to 
the secretary to ask what he should 
talk about, he replied that he was to 
to talk to them about temperance in 
reference to the House of Commons. 
He had now been sixteen years in 
the House of Commons, and was 
happy to tell them that he had seen a 
great change of thought there on the 
temperance question. (Applause.) 
He remembered that, some sixteen 
years ago, Sunday closing was looked 
upon as a very great nuisance and a 



very great bore when it was brought 
before the House, but last Session he 
saw a resolution in favour of Sunday 
closing passed by a large majority. 
(Hear, hear.) Then he remembered 
that when Sir Wilfrid Lawson — that 
man whom they all so much admired 
(applause) — used to bring forward 
his Permissive Bill, they used to go 
into the lobbies with a very sm^ 
minority, but what did he see last 
session ? He saw Sir Wilfrid Lawson 
bring forward a resolution in favour 
of Local Option, and saw a majority 
of the House of Commons vote in 
favour of it. (Applause.) And what 
did he see some two or three yeais 
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ago? He saw a bill oarried which 
closed pablic- houses in Ireland daring 
the wtiole of the Lord's Day, with the 
exception of some few towns there. 
He thonght these facts showed that 
public opinion out of doors was in- 
fluencing the House of Commons, and 
that before long they would have 
Sunday closing for England as 
well as Wales, and that they 
would have the principle of Local 
Option, in some way or other, become 
the law of the land. Poor Mr. Wheel- 
house, whom they had all heard about, 
used to make long speeches against 
Sir Wilfrid Lawson in the House of 
Commons. He always had the same 
two arguments — that you cannot make 
a man sober by Act of Parliament, 
and that these questions were always 
brought forward by low, wretched 
people, called Dissenters. (Laughter.) 
But he (Mr. Allen) thought you could 
make a man sober by Act of Parlia- 
ment. (Hear, hear.) He believed 
that if you removed temptation from 
the people tliey would not fall into it. 
Now he didn't care about talking 
about himself, but he should like to 
tell them a little about his own growth 
on the temperance question. (Hear, 
bear.) Some years ago he did not 
know much about it. He used to 
think that public-houses, and beer- 
houses, and gin-palaces were a neces- 
sity ; but by the publications of the 
United Kingdom Alliance he was led 
to look into the question himself ; and 
he thought he must see the interior 
of a few dozens of gin palaces in 
order to see what went on there. 
Well, the result was, that he was so 
shocked and horrified that he was 
determined, for the rest of his life, to 
support the principle of Local Option 
— (applause) — so as to give to the 
people of the three kingdoms the 
power of closing the public* houses if 
they thought they were a nuisance 
and an evil. Well, then another 
thing led him to think on the question. 
He used to have wine and beer at his 
table, but God gave him a family, 
and when he saw his little children 
growing up with their bright, sunny, 
and merry faces, and then thought 
that he was placing temptation in 
their way, and thought what they 
might become, he determined not 



only to become an abstainer himself, 
but to banish the temptation from his 
home. (Applause.) Now, a great 
many people were abstainers for the 
sake of their fellow men. He admired 
them for it. (Hear, hear.) There 
was something grand and noble in 
self-denial. If poor drunkards — men 
and women — could be saved from de- 
struction by their example and pre- 
cept, let them do all they could to 
show it. Depend upon it, that tem- 
perance and teetotalism had brought 
happiness to many a wretched home. 
He should never forget, some time 
ago, when times were good, and 
colliers were making large sums of 
money, going into one of their houses. 
It was the picture of misery and 
wretchedness and want. He did not 
think the whole of the furniture of 
the house was worth five shillings, 
and the poor woman —the wife — told 
him, with tears in her eyes, that her 
husband and sons were earning 19s. 
a day, and they spent it all in drink. 
Nothing grieved him so much as, in 
the large towns of this land, to see the 
poor little children in our back 
streets, all ragged and famishing, 
growing up to a heritage of vice and 
sin and shame. But there was 
plenty of work for those interested in • 
this great cause to do. If ever the 
curse of intemperance were banished 
from the land we should then be a 
truly great, a truly noble, and a truly 
happy people ; so that wherever an 
Englishman might go — whether he 
travelled north or south, east or west 
— he might look back with pride and 
love to his native land and say — 

** Where'er I go ; whatever climes I see, 
My heart still travels and returns to 

thee; 
Still to my country turns with, ceaseless 

pain, 
And drags at every step a lengthening 

chain." 



A TEMPERANCE ISLAND AND ITS 

INHABITANTS. 
Out in the Atlantic, between the. 
Outer Hebrides and lone St. Kilda, 
there is a little island named Heiskar. 
The native population consists of 
some fifteen families. Separated 
from the North Uist church by a 
dangerous sound, they seldom caa 



S12 



Tentare to go to cbnreh there, as 
there is no dear prospect of tiielr 
being able to retom within the day, 
aad no certainty of their being able 
to return within the week or the 
fnrtnight. But no Sabbath passes 
wi^oot public worship, conducted by 
themselves, and attended by every 
soul of an age to attend. The Queen's 
Goremment is carried on by a head 
man, chosen by themselves, who 
never has anything to do ; there is 
really no snch thing as crime in the 
island. And if any of our readers 
ehance to be storm-stayed in the 
island for a night or two, he will be 
pressed to accept hospitality in their 
eottages, and find the cottage patri- 
arch whom he visits to be one of the 
best men of the age of Abraham and 
his contemporaries, robed in a sim- 
plicity which is greatness. 

Onr tonriflt may have frequent 
opportunity of such observations as 
this : One day last month the Hutch- 
inson steamer was sailing round 
Cape Wrath, carrying some five 
hundred Lewis men from Stomoway 
to the herring fishing at Wick. In the 
evening the captain was *' chaffed" 
by a tourist about the Scottish strict- 
ness of view in relation to the 
Sabbath — it was Saturday evening — 
as a really impracticable strictness. 
The captain said, that of the five 
hundred Lewis men ** aft," not one, 
landing at Thurso late on Saturday 
night, would take a step towards 
mck till Monday morning; that if 
the weather proved fine they would 
spend the night in the open air; if it 
proved bad, they would seek shelter 
in outhouses ; and that on the Sab- 
bath-day they would worship in 
groups, led by their headmen. About 
ten o'clock at night the captain's 
statement was strikingly illustrated 
by a solemn act of joint worship — 
singing, Bible-reading, and prayer — 
on the part of the whole five hundred; 
their grand, shaggy heads, surmount- 
ing broad shoulders, being laid bare 
to the pelting wind and rain. Any 
one seeing those heads and shoulders 
of men worshipping God would have 
felt that, so long as men of their cIms 
people our country districts, we are 
not in sight of the poet's 
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'* But then these people, so very reli- 
gions, consume an immense amount 
of whisky." Those who repeat this 
current accusation have, probably, 
made no ioquiry into its truth. They, 
probably, have not so much as thought 
of the fact that during the tourist and 
shooting season the highlands are 
fiill of tourists, sportsmen, and gillieSi 
who consume great quantities of in- 
toxicating liquor, which is popularly 
laid to the account of the natives. We 
shall only in the line of special obser- 
vations already referred to, say, in 
the first place, that the Shetlanders 
notoriously drink to excess nothing 
but tea ; and in the second place, 
that the steamboat captain referred to 
stated that, when last year he carried 
home twelve thousand Lewis men 
from the herring harvest, with their 
pockets full of money, t?ie whoU 
twelve thoiieand did not during the 
voyage spend, perhaps^ one shilling in 
drink. 
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THE DEWDBOP AND THE STBEAH. 

The brakes with golden flowers were 

crown'd, 
And melody was heard aronnd — 
When, near the scene a dewdrop shed 
Its lustre on a riolet's head, 
And trembling to the breeze it hung I 
The streamlet, as it roll'd along, 
The beauty of the mom oonfess'd, 
And thus the sparkling pearl address'd— 

• 

** Surer, little drop, rejoice we may. 
For all is beautif ol and gay ; 
Oreation wears her emerald dress. 
And smiles in all her loveliness ; 
And with delight and pride I see 
That little flower bedew'd by thee t 
Thy lustre with a gem might vie, 
While trembling in its purple eye." 

" Ay, you may well rejoice, 'tis true,"^ 
Beplied the radiant drop of dew ; 
'* ion will, no doubt, as on you move, 
To flocks and herds a blessing provo^ 
But when the sun ascends on high. 
Its beams will draw me to the akj. 
And I must own my little power — 
I've but refresh'd a humble flower.'* 
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"Hddl "cried the strMun, **]ior thiu re- 
pine, 
For well 'tis known a power divine, 
Sabserrient to His will supreme, 
Has made the dewdrop and the stream 
Though small thou art (I that allow) 
No mark of heaven's contempt art thon ; 
Thon hast refresh'd a hnmUe flower. 
And done according to thy power." 

All things that are, both great and small, 
One glorious Author form'd them all ; 
This thought may all repinings onell ; 
What serves His purpose, serves Him wdl. 



A DOMESTIC SCENE. 

'TwAs early day— and sunlight streamed 

Soft through a quiet room. 
That hushed, but not forsaken seemed — 

Still, but with nought but gloom. 
For there, secure as happy age. 

Whose hope is from above, 
A father conunnn'd with the page 

Of Heaven's recorded love. 

Pmre fell the beams, and meekly bright, 

On his gray holy hair, 
And touched the book with tenderest light. 

As if its throne were there. 
But oh 1 that Patriarch's aspect shone, 

With something lovelier far — 
A radiance all the Spirit's own, 

Caught not from sun or star. 

Some word of life e'en thos had met 

His calm benignant eye ; 
Some ancient promise breathing yet 

Of immortality. 
Some heart's deep language where the glow 

Of quenchless faith survives, 
For every feature said, " I know 

That my Bedeemer lives." 

And silent stood his children by, 

Hushing their very breath, 
Before the solenm sanctity 

Of thoughts o'erspreading death : 
Silent — yet did not each yoong breast, 

With love and reverence swell ? 
Oh 1 blest be those fair girls — and blest 

The home where God is felt. 

Mbs. Hemams. 
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SATUBDAT EVENING. 

" And the Sabbath drew on." 

The hours of evening dose ; 
Its lengthened shadows drawn 
O'er scenes of earth invite repose. 
And wait the Sabbath dawn. 

So let its calm prevail 
O'er forms of outward care ; 
Nor thought for " many things " assail 
The still retreat of prayer. 

Mbs. Condbb. 



Thb fact that Mr. Gladstone should 
have proposed to license railway 
carriages for the sale of drink, is sug- 
gestive of the vigilant watch which 
the friends of temperance and order 
need to keep over matters affecting 
the welfare of society. The presanre 
brought to bear upon the Govemment 
from all parts of the country com- 
pelled the abandonment of the 
measure. It was because of this 
outside pressure that — to use Mr. 
Gladstone's own word — the proposal 
was " killed." 

Anotheb achievement over which 
the Christian people in the Princi- 
pality may well rejoice, is the passing 
of the second reading of a Bill to 
close public-houses on Sundays in 
Wales. The second reading of this 
bill was carried by a majority of 
nearly 10 to 1; the numbers being, 
for the measure, 163 ; against it, 17. 

A DEPUTATION from the Council of 
the Anglo-Jewish Association have 
had an interview with Earl Granville 
on the subject of the outrages upon 
Jews committed in various parts of 
the Hussian Empire. Mr. Serjeant 
Simon, M.P., and other influential 
Jews stated the case as one of deplor- 
able cruelty and hardship. In various 
parts of Kussia *' houses had been 
wrecked, and Jewish soldiers and 
civilians had been slain without inter- 
ference from the authorities, whose 
duty it was to prevent such outrages." 
Earl Granville was careful and 
guarded in his reply to the deputation. 
There is no doubt the Foreign Secre- 
tary will keep his eye upon all such 
matters, and as far as possible do his 
utmost to mitigate the sorrows and 
sufferings of God's ancient people. 
As to that remarkable race, there 
appears to be various influences at 
work that portend change. O, for the 
tearing away of their ** vail ! " 

The Norfolk News has been com- 
plaining of the " incongt'uity " of the 
conduct of the House of Commons in 
adjourning the business of the House 
on Ascension Day to go to church, 
and then a few days after doing the 
same thing in order to give Honour. 
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able Members an opportnmty of going 
to the Derby. 

The great matter of the last month 
has been the issae of the Revised Ver- 
sion of the New Testament. Local 
Preachers will, to a very great extent, 
be interested in the criticisms of the 
Reyisers. As the result of the joint 
labours of so many learned men, it 
most be regarded as a help to the 
meaning of the Divine Word. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has 
issued an address to the clergy and 
laity of the Church of England, in 
which he calb attention to the efforts 
of the Liberation Society to dis- 
establish and disendow the Church. 
He advises that the agents of the 
Liberation Society should be followed 
by others employed by the Church 
Defence Institution. The victory will 
have to be gained by the Liberation- 
ists outside of Parliament first. 
Parliament is not likely to take any 
steps in the matter till the people 
first declare their mind. 

A DEPUTATION headed by Lord 
Nelson has been waiting upon the 
Upper House of Convocation to call 
the attention of the Bishops to the 
large amount of positive unbelief in 
this country, especially among the 
more educated classes. The artisans 
and labourers also were represented 
as being in the condition of persons 
'*from whose life belief is fading out." 

It might be expected that William 
McArthur, as Lord Mayor, would 
signalise his year of so distinguished 
an office by doing something unusual. 
No more appropriate thing was ever 
done than to honour a veteran mis- 
sionary like Dr. Moffat. On May 
the 7th a banquet was given in the 
Egyptian Hall of the Mansion House, 
to which Dr. Moffat, with the Earl 
of Shaftesbury, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and many friends of the 
▼arious missionary societies, were 
invited. This Gospel pioneer to 
Bechuana land set sail to South 
Africa when he was twenty years of 
age, and devoted fifty years of arduous 
missionary toil to the great work of 
converting the heathen. Now, at the 
great age of eighty-five years, and 
with faculties unimpaired, he can 



reflect with exceeding joy on his sac- 
cessfol labours. 

It is indeed to be regretted that a 

noble race of men like the New Zea- 

landers should be liable to extinction, 

and that the chief cause should be 

the introduction and sale of strong 

drink. Sir Wm. Fox, as one of the 

Commissioners appointed to inqaiie 

into the subject, says: '* The ^rog 

river still flows, and as far as the 

poor Maories are concerned, will, I 

fear, flow on for ever. About half a 

century will probably suffice for the 

extinction of the Maori, and when the 

last of the race is laid in the grave, 

his record may be. Rum did it, I 

see no hope for them; it is only s 

question of time, and not a long one." 

When Sir Wm. Fox was over in this 

country a short time since, the writer 

had conversation with him upon the 

subject. The number of natives 

in these interesting islands at the 

Antipodes was at one time 400.000. 

These have already been reduced to 

40,000. Can nothing be done to 

save this remnant of a noble race of 

men? 

The MHhodiit Recorder of Jane 
8rd had a long article on *^ Preaching 
for the Times." The writer of the 
article contends that we want " deep 
truths clearly expressed," such as wiU 
lead the hearers to " a verdict con- 
demniDg sin and justifying Christ." 
Tliis paragraph is not designed to be 
a homily on preaching, but the writer 
just wishes to say that the first con- 
sideration with a preacher should be 
to gain attention. He has no faith m. 
laying down any particular style or 
plan for universal or general adop- 
tion — ^let every man be himself— 
wery man in his own order. There is 
great force as well as simplicity in the 
words, ** able minister of the New Tes- 
tament" 

The death of the Rev. W. O. Simp- 
son, at the age of fifty, is, humanly 
speaking, a great loss to Methodism, 
and especially so as following upon 
so many similar bereavements, so 
many remarkable men having been 
taken to their reward in the midst of 
their career of usefulness. 
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HMven: Us Hope ; its Inhahitant$ ; 
iti Riches; its Happiness, The 
oertaintj of God's promise of a life 
beyond the grave, and the rewards 
that are in store for faithful service, 
as gleaned from sacred Scripture. 
By D. L. MooDT. London : Mor- 
gan and Scott. Is. GdMlin^P oloth, 
119 pages. 

The title expresses fully what the 
book contains. How many doubting 
souls have had their doubts removed 
by reading the fourteenth chapter of 
John's Gospel. This book of J)(r. 
Moody's is well calculated to remove 
doubts and impart consolation. 

Life more Abundant and other Ad' 
dresses. By Theodobb Monod. 
London : Morgan and Scott. 
Cloth, Is. dd., 128 pages. 

Thksb addresses are admirably cal- 
culated to urge the believer on to 
higher attainments, and we believe 
this has been one of the drawbacks 
to Church prosperity, that Church 
members are content with a faint 
assurance that they are in the favour 
of God, and do not go on to perfection. 
There must be a growing up into 
Christ in order to bring forth the 
fruits of righteousness. There must 
be progression or the goal of attain- 
able perfection cannot be reached. 
These addresses, if carefully read, 
must do good. 

Proeeedings of the 23rd Annual Meet- 
ing of the American National 
Association of Local Preachers of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
held at Baltimore, October 16 to 19, 
1680, with an Appendix, containing 
Essays, Memoirs, &c. 

About 170 delegates were present, 
among them our Brother Jameson. 

Via, Veritas, Vita : Discursive Notes 
on Preaching, and on some Types 
of tlie Christian Life. By a Pres- 
byter. London : Elliot Stock. 94 
Pages. Price Is. 6d. 

Thb printing, paper, and getting up 
of this pamphlet is all that can be 
desired. As it regards the matter, 



we read the first sheet, and it was 
not to our taste ; it might suit others, 
but what good end can be answered 
by its publioation, we fail to see. 
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PBOMPTITUDB. 

To be prompt in action, is a most 
invaluable qualification. The man 
who is constantly in doubt is in- 
capable of managing great afifairs. 
His knowledge may be extensive, his 
penetration quick, his understanding 
enlarged, his imagination vigorous; 
he may be candid and courteous, 
generous and noble-minded ; he may 
possess every quality which is cal- 
culated to fascinate in conversation, 
and be able to explain difficult cases 
with such plausibility as to make all 
who hear him believe there is nobody 
better fitted for business: still he is 
worse than useless in action. He 
sees clearly the advantages that must 
result from the success of a scheme ; 
but then he perceives with eqnel 
distinctness the obstacles which stand 
in the way of its execution. He 
weighs the one against the other, and 
over again weighs them ; and he 
cannot arrive at a decision. No man 
understands all the niceties — the 
logical distinctions — of a question 
half so well, or deliberates half so 
profoundly, as he does; but nobody 
can be less the better for a piercing 
reach of thought, and a painful exer- 
cise of the faculties of judgment : for 
with him the end of all is the hopeless 
exclamation, " What to do, I cannot 
tell ! " In the meantime, opportunity 
flies: and he enters upon the con- 
sideration of some other matter with 
the same unprofitable waste of 
thought. It is extremely hazardous 
to employ persons of this description 
in any transaction of importance, 
unless their part in it be such, that, 
like sailors, tliey are told *• they have 
no business to think ; " but as com- 
panions or counsellors, their value is 
considerable, because they drop 
numerous hints, which, used by those 
who know how to use thom in time, 
turn out to be of infinite consequence. 
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In war, irresolntion is ORpeoiallj 
disastroas. The general, sitting in 
his tent with his principal officers, 
may '* deliberate in cold debate," un- 
til the enemy enter, and call upon 
them to surrender. Julius Ciesar used 
to say that great exploits ought to be 
executed without waiting for consul- 
tation, lest the contemplation of 
danger should cool the first ardoor of 
courage. Promptitude of decision and 
of action are, besides, indispensable 
in commanders, inasmuch as their 
motions and actions are for the most 
part sudden, on account of the daily 
occurrence in a campaign of events 
and vicissitudes which could neither 
be foreseen nor provided against. In 
these circumstances, presence of mind 
is of greater advantage than a head 
more sagacious but slow in its opera- 
tions, and often achieves the most 
fiplendid victories. Great conquerors 
have commonly possessed this quick- 
ness of capacity in an eminent degree ; 
as may be instanced in Csesar, and, 
above all, in Bonaparte. A readiness 
of repartee is also of no small conse- 
quence, on some occasions, to the 
leader of an army. Two or three 
words aptly thrown out in the heat of 
the moment, produce much more e£fect 
upon soldiery than a studied and 
stately harangue. '* England expects 
every man to do his duty " was far 
more inspiriting than all the speeches 
in Livy would have been, if they had 
actually been delivered. 

Indecision and irresolution fail in 
all ; the power of deciding in sudden 
emergencies, and vigour in action, 
gain a part; but it is only forethought 
and prudence that secure permanent 
benefits. People are too apt to ima- 
gine, that what is called " the nick of 
time " is a period which arrives, un- 
expectedly, but once in a man's life ; 
that "the tide, which, taken at its 
height, doth lead to fortune," offers 
to the adventurer no more than a 
single flow; they sit down accord- 
ingly, and ** wait to see what will cast 
up," resolved that no minor occupa- 
tion shall engross their attention, and 
prevent them from snatching the 
grand opportunity when it comes. 
This conduct is as foolish as it would 
be to remain at the bottom of a moun- 
tain in the hope of acquiring agihty 



enough to leap at once to the summit, 
in order to avoid the labour of ascend- 
ing step by step. There are un- 
doubtedly some events which promote 
a man's fortunes more than others, 
and seasons when his affairs begin to 
prosper better. But the wise man 
knows that these seldom happen for- 
tuitously. What is ''the nick of 
time ? '* It is the moment when the 
iron is hot enough for hammering; 
the industrious smith knows it well, 
and brings it about for himself hun- 
dreds of times in a day. When is the 
tide fortunate ? Whenever it flows 
deep enough to carry the ship out of 
harbour ; the prudent merchant knows 
its periods f and has his vessel ready 
loaded to sail with it. These, and 
such as these, are the lucky eras" in 
the affairs of men : ** they present 
themselves, not once in the *' three- 
score and ten years," nor once in a 
year, but daily, hourly, every minnte ; 
they who embrace them, thrive ; they 
who neglect them, never do well. 
** The nick of time," we might have 
said, is nothing else but the present 
time, which always brings with it 
something needful, to be done, some 
duty, manual or mental, to be per- 
formed. If these be not in their tarn 
regularly accomplished, we not only 
miss ** the nick of time " now, bnt 
throw ourselves out of all reckoning 
with regard to it for the future. 

The man who finishes his work'-of 
whatever kind it may be — ^in dne 
season, need scarcely fear that be 
will ever experience any disadvantage 
from the want of presence of mind. 
He is always unembarrassed, and 
whatever comes to his hand, he is 
ready to execute. Few emergencies 
harass him, because he is prepared 
for them beforehand. On the con- 
trary, he whose indolence or folly 
causes him to procrastinate, is always 
in a hurry, and never does anything 
well. He can never extricate himself 
from confusion ; and a small thing is 
to him an emergency, inasmuch as, 
when the time for undertaking it 
arrives, he is never ready to begin. 
The business of to-day he puts off till 
to-morrow; and when to-morrow 
comes, finding he has the work of 
two days on his hands, and that to go 
through it would cost him nnuBual 
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labour, he says to himself onoe more, 
** It will he time enough to-morrow," 
and postpones all till the third day. 
Thus he proceeds, accumulating in 
his progress a multitude of dilemmas, 
from which no earthly prudence or 
presence of mind is capable of extri- 
<«ating him. We have known men of 
this kind, who led far more laborious 
lives, eyerything considered, than 
those who did three times as much 
work. They would forfeit their sleep 
two nights in the week, slaving and 
toiling at a business, which, if taken 
in proper time, and by proper ar- 
rangements, could have been very 
easOy accomplished. To act wisely, 
therefore, in the business of life, we 
must always combine forethought 
with promptitude — we must bring 
mind into play. A well-disciplined 
mind, which, at a glance at all sides 
of a subject, can see where the diffi- 
culties lie, and how they are to be 
surmounted, is seldom at a loss in 
acting promptly and yet prudently. 
Promptitude without forethought, or 
the power of acting wisely on the spur 
of the moment, is of no use, or worse 
than useless, for it amounts to pre- 
<;ipitaDcy ; besides, it is often neces- 
sary, in human action, to proceed 
with deliberate caution — to go on 
patiently for a time in a dull rou- 
tine of duty before the period 
arrives that is to produce the glorious 
result we anticipated. This is emi- 
nently the case in all that relates to 
works of art. The famous Michael 
Angelo, who was very long about his 
works, said, " that in arts haste was 
good for nothing, and that as nature 
takes much time in forming what is 
to last long, so art, which strives to 
imitate nature, ought to work leisarely ; 
it being impossible for man to do any 
thing that is excellent in haste." 
Thus, even in some of the higher 
departments of art, where genius 
comes into play, long labour and care- 
ful execution are indispensable to 
•success. Those who work at ordinary 
professions may likewise be assured 
that prudence and persevering indus- 
try are no less necessary in their 
<!ase, and that the only way to hit 
" the nick of time " is, to be con- 
stantly busy in their employments. — 
/Jhawiers's' Journal* 



WILLIAM DAWSON'S POPULARITY. 

Instead of his labours being confined 
to his own and the neighbouring 
circuits and districts, his calls for 
special service now extended to the 
neighbouring counties. The friends 
in one of the principal towns in the 
kingdom, being about this time (in 
1815) disappointed of some of their 
leading men on a missionary occasion, 
Mr. Dawson was proposed by a mem- 
ber of the committee to supply the 
lack in the emergency. But though 
fame ran high, yet as he had never 
visited the place — as only one or two 
of the less iufluential members had 
heard him — as great expectations 
were raised, and they were not to be 
realized by the brethren who had 
been solicited, it was agreed instead 
of a letter — ^for no time was to he lost 
— that a deputation should be sent 
forthwith to Leeds and Barnbow. 
On the arrival of the gentlemen at 
Leeds, they tried what additional 
help could be obtained there; but 
were unable to secure any. They 
then inquired, with some anxiety, 
respecting the suitability and the 
abode of Mr. Dawson. "The very 
man for you ! " was reiterated in 
different quarters. Thus encouraged 
they took a post-chaise and drove on 
to Barnbow. On their arrival, they 
inquired of Mrs. Dawson, to whom 
they were introduced, for her son. 
A chaise in the cross road to Barn- 
bow was rather an unusual thing. 
They soon advertised the old lady, 
however, of the object of their visit. 
She told them that her son was in 
the fields; but having no boy at 
hand, and the gentlemen being wish- 
ful to go in quest of him themselves, 
they proceeded in the line directed. 
The visitants coming up to a person 
in crossing the fields, who was en- 
gaged on the farm, paid their respects 
to him, and inquired,— *' Are you 
Mr. Dawson, Sir ? " An answer in 
the negative was humbly and respect- 
fully returned; the man adding,-— 
«* Master is in a close down there," 
pointing in the direction where he 
wished them to go. It was not long 
before they saw a person busily 
engaged in hedging and ditching; 
and being pretty near him before they 



218 



MUOBIiLAHSOUB. 



spoke, the hnmble ditcher h'fted np 
his head, with the spade in his hand. 
The query was again proposed, bnt 
with greater certainty, — *'It is Mr. 
Dawson, we presume ? " " Tes, gen- 
tlemen, my name is Dawson." *' We 
have been deputed to wait upon you," 
naming the place and occasion, "to 
request your kindly aid." Mr. Daw- 
son returned, — "Tou must be mis- 
taken of your man." ** No; it is no 
mistake ; go, and help you must ; we 
cannot do without you." Lifting the 
spade, he struck it into the earth; 
and quitting the handle, he said, — 
" If it mtut be so, why then, it shall 
be so." Just at that moment, he pat 
his first and third finger into his 
mouth — doubling the second and 
fourth, and, drawing a full breath, 
sent forth a shrill whistle, that might 
have been heard a considerable dis- 
tance from the place. Instantly, on 
the sound striking the ear, a man 
popped his head over the hedge, a 
little further down the field, ready to 
attend the signal. Mr. Dawson 
waved his hand; and the man 
appearing on the spot, he said, — 
" You must go on with this job, — cut 
in that direction, — ^so low — and it 
will be a right depth." So saying, 
and the servant replying, "Very 
well," Mr. Dawson threw his coat 
over his arm, and proceeded home- 
ward with the gentlemen, where there 
was a cold collation provided for 
them. Before Mr. Dawson himself 
partook of it, he went up stairs — 
washed— shaved — and in a few mi- 
nutes, appeared at the table, attired in 
black, with all the respectability of 
an English squire. They soon en- 
tered the chaise ; and being in fine 
health and spirits, Mr. Dawson kept 
them alive the whole of the way to 
Leeds with wit and anecdote. They 
soon found they were in the presence 
of a man who would lend them effi- 
cient help ; he proceeded with them, 
and at the meeting — crowded, and in 
one of the largest chapels in the Con- 
nexion — the whole tide of popular 
feeling was in his favour. — Everett's 
Life of William Dawson. 



A LAKE OF FIBE. 
We were standing on the extreme- 
edge of a precipice, overhangini; a 
lake of molten fire, a hundred feet 
below as, and nearly a mile across. 
Dashing against the cliffy on the op- 
posite side, with a noise like the roar 
of a stormy ocean, waves of blood- 
red, fiery, liquid lava hurled their 
billows upon an iron-bound headland, 
and then rushed np the face of the 
cliffs to toss their gory spray high in 
the air. The restless, heaving lake- 
boiled and bubbled, never remaining 
the same for two minutes together. 
Its normal colour seemed to be a duU 
dark red, covered with a thin, grey 
scum, which every moment and in 
every part swelled and cracked, and 
emitted fountains, cascades, and 
whirlpools of yellow and red fire, 
while sometimes one big golden river, 
sometimes four or five, flowed across 
it. There was an island on one side 
of the lake, which the fiery waves 
seemed to attack unceasingly widi 
relentless fury, as if bent on hurling 
it from its base. On the other side 
was a large cavern, into which the 
burning mass rushed with a loud 
roar, breaking down in its impetuous 
headlong career the gigantic stalac- 
tites that overhung the mouth of the 
cave, and flinging up the liqnid ma- 
terial for the formation of fresh ones. 
It was all terribly grand, magnifi- 
cently sublime ; but no words could 
adequately describe such a scene. 
The precipice on which we were 
standing overhung the crater so much 
that it was impossible to see what 
was going on immediately beneath; 
but from the columns of smoke and 
vapour that arose, the flames and 
sparks that constantly drove us back 
from the edge, it was easy to imagine 
that there mast have been two or 
three grand fiery fountains below. 
As the sun set, and darkness enve- 
loped the scene, it became more awful 
than ever. The violent struggles of 
the lava to escape from its fiery bed, 
and the loud and awful noises by 
which they were at times accom- 
panied, suggested the idea that some 
imprisoned monsters were trying to 
release themselves from their bondage, 
with shrieks and groans, and cries of 
agony and despair, at the futility of 



PHKVOMXKA OF TBI MONTHS. 



219 



their efforts. Sometimes great pieces 
broke off and tambled with a crash 
into the barning lake, only to be re- 
melted and thrown up anew. — Mr$. 
Brois&y in " Voyage of the Sun- 
beam" 



HUMIIiITT. 

Ws oonfess our nothingness before 
God; but do we mean it? Or, do 
we think to please God by untruth? 
It is one thing to wish to be thought 
humble ; and another thing to be 
homble. True humility is not un- 
willing to be thought proud. For if 
it be thought proud, it will go with- 
out the praise of humility. Aad 
humility is only concerned to be 
humble, and not to have the praise 
of it. 

Humility is so beautiful in the 
sight of God, and so difficult of attain- 
ment, that it must be the care and 
labour of our life to deepen its root 
within us. Especially, we should 
press our sins into this service. If 
we keep them before us, to chastise 
and humble our souls therewith, God 
will cast them behind His back. If 
sinners should be humble, how much 
more sinners who are seeking to be 
saved by an humble Saviour ! — Aide 
to Thought. Puls/ortCs Quiet Houre. 
Pp. 71, 72. 



^j^tiuntuna of t\t Pontj^s* 



Jupiter on fiie morning of the 20th,. 
Venus and Mercury on the morning 
of the 25th. She is nearest the earth 
on the 12th, and most distant from it 
on the 26th. 

Mercury is an evening star till the 
11th of the month, and a morning 
star towards the end of the month. 
She is at the greatest distance from 
the sun on the 3rd. 

Venus is a morning star, rising on 
the Ist two hours and twenty-two 
minutes before the sun, and on the 
last day three hours and twenty-five 
minutes before the sun. 

Mars rises on the Ist at thirty-two 
minutes after twelve a.m., and on the 
last day at six minutes after seven 
a.m. 

Jupiter is a morning star, rising on 
the Ist at fifty-seven minutes after 
twelve a.m., and on the last day at 
forty-ei^ht minutes after six a.m. 

Saturn rises on the 1st at forty-five 
minutes after twelve a.m. On the 
29th at fifty- two minutes after ten 
p.m. 

High water at London Bridge on 
the 1st at forty minutes after four in 
the morning, and fifty-seven minutes 
after four in the afternoon. On the 
3 1st at forty-seven minutes after four 
in the morning, and two minutes 
after five in the afternoon. 

The writer of these notes was bom 
on the 2nd, 1803, and the celebrated 
GaribaMi on the 4th, 1807. Victoria 
Alexandra Olga Mary, fourth child of 
Prince and Princess of Wales, born 
on the 6tb, 1868. 



JULY. 

This sun rises on the 1st at forty-nine 
minutes after three, and sets at seven- 
teen minutes after eight. On the 3 Ist 
he rises at twenty-four minutes after 
four, and sets at forty-seven minutes 
after seven. Hence the day shortens 
in the morning thirty-seven minutes, 
and in the evening thirty minutes, 
one hour and seven minutes in 'the 
month. 

The moon is full on the 11th at 
thirteen minutes after two in the 
afternoon. New moon on the 26th at 
nineteen minutes after five in the 
morning. She will be near Saturn 
on the morning of the 19th, Mars and 



liUSIC IN NATURE. 

SwBET the unearthly tones the seraph- 
hears, 
From Heav'n's high orchestra, the rolling 

spheres. 
But sweeter far the symphony of sonl 
Which soothes the breast from virtue's 

wise control ; 
When Nature's elements so kindly join, 
Such pure affinities their parts combine, 
That head and heart, and thought, and 

feeling tie 
Their linked sounds in one fnll minstrelsy. 
The Almighty Maker loves these mystus 

lays. 
In man or angel — 'tis His noblest praise. 
And shall the power which strings thia 

sweetest lyre 
But hear its tones to bid them all expire ? 
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JForliid the ixgiirioiu thon^t 1 and rather 

fear 
Ton gUttermg worlds will qiiit their ancient 

sphere, 



Earth's everlasting hills, and ocean's 

stream, 
Dissolve in air, the fabric of a dream 1 

JSev. James Joyce. 



iP^nittal-^tir %BBtsaziian |iiporijer« 



New Honobabt Mbmbebs. 

1^. Naylor, Esq., Everton. 

Mr. B. Fletcher, Retford. 

Hey. J. Heamshaw, Walsall. 

Mr. S. Cox, Walsall. 

H. K. Atkinson, Esq., Oamberwell. 

W. Aveiy, Esq. (Mayor), Barnstaple. 

DEBBT BRANCH. 
On Wednesday, April 20th, the An- 
nual Tea and Public Meeting of this 
Branch was held at the Wesleyan 
^Chapel, London Boad, the chair being 
occupied by the Rev. Henry Soper 
(Superintendent Minister), who, in a 
stirring address, urged upon the local 
brethren the duty of joining the Asso- 
ciation, stating, "that while he re- 
garded the action of the General 
-Committee in accepting an old brother 
who lives in this town as very kind, 
he thoDght that the brethren should 
join while young, thus doing their 
utmost to provide against sickness 
and old age; and by taking an in- 
iierest in the Association they would 
be all the more likely to secure its 
success.*' He also suggested that the 
brethren in the town should be visited, 
and the claims of the Association 
pressed upon them. 

Addresses were given by the Rev. 
Dr. Megarry, Rev. J. Dinsley, Bros. 
'Feltrup, Hanson, G. Dooley, and J. 
Harrison. 

There were not many friends at 
tea, owing to the severely cold wind ; 
but there was a better attendance at 
the evening meeting. The net pro- 
ceeds were very small, and the Com- 
mittee thought that the Local Trea- 
surer should hold the amount to assist 
him in paying the Annaitants, &c. 

Since the meeting, the suggestion 
of the Chairman has been taken up 
by the Committee of the Branch, and 
a deputation appointed to visit the 
brethren who are eligible for mem- 
bership, and we hope good results 
will appear. John Weston. 



ST. JUST. 

Dbab Sib, — I have to inform you 
that a meeting on behalf of our Mu- 
tual- Aid Association was held in the 
Circuit Chapel here on Wednesday, 
May 4th, Messrs. Benson and Madder 
attending as a deputation. The chair 
was taken by Mr. R. Boyns, our 
Local Treasurer. The Rev. Robcfft 
Dillon, Superintendent Minister, was 
on the platform. 

The attendance was not large, but 
the meeting was a very good one ; a 
very good impression in favour of the 
Association having been made. 

A collection amounting to £S 6s. 7d. 
was taken up at the close. 

We had some difficulty in getting a 
place for the deputation to stay, but 
so favourable was the impression made 
that we should have none were they 
coming again. 

One or two of the brethren who 
were present at the meeting think of 
joining. — I am, dear sir. 
Tours truly, 

Thos. W11.LIAHS. 

Mr. Geo. Sims. 



GHBI8TCHUB0H, NEW ZEALAND. 

March 8th, 1881. 

My DeabBbo. Sims, — The thought 
just occurs to me that by the time 
this comes to hand, all your prepara- 
tions for the Annual Meeting will be 
completed. The bright June morning 
arrives ; some are early and waiting 
with intense anxiety, while one 
straggler after another comes up in 
breathless haste. The poor old loco- 
motive, labouring under too much 
pressure, almost explodes. Be wise, 
my brother ! Take time by the fore- 
lock, and never come when the gates 
are closed and the train is gone* 
Query — ^Whohasnot? 

Now allow me, dear brethren, la 
imagination to be present with yon, 
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as I have often been in person. We 
are all seated as comfortably as cir- 
cumstances will allow; the whistle 
gives a shrill scream. All right ! The 
flag drops, and off we go, cheered 
with bright prospects of a glorious 
gathering in ^e world-wide renowned 
Sheffield. 

Well, bnt the imaginative stranger 
is here. What warm grasps 1 what 
spartiing eyes ! what interrogations ! 
Tell us, brother, what you tiiink of 
the sunny land, which is never 
blanched by the storms of rigorous 
winters. Only ten weeks' sojourn 
yet ; my thoughts cannot be matured. 
So far all is good. It is difficult to 
harmonise midsummer with New 
Year's Day. The weather is all that 
can be desired; few showers, dull 
mornings, bright, warm days, and 
cool evenings. The mercury occa- 
sionally rises to 96 in the heat of the 
day, but is generally tempered with a 
cool breeze from the eastern ocean, 
or from the snow-clad mountains of 
the west. The golden grain is reaped, 
the harvest is past, and two million 
quarters of splendid wheat are now 
in transit, and plenty more to follow. 
I have spent some time with two 
Local Preachers in their harvest 
fields, and am astonished at the result 
of the threshing operations — ^from 
forty to sixty bushels per acre. 

Now, what of the people? I have 
never met with anything but kindness 
in foreign lands ; yet the kindness I 
have met with from the people here 
surpasses all my previous experiences. 
One gentleman quitted his house and 
left all things at our disposal for our 
comfort. Another sent us a splendid 
piece of bacon, and many have given 
us free, unforbidden access to their 
vegetable gardens. Horse and trap 
I have for the asking. What is there 
left for us to desire in the way of 
friendship ? 

What of the Local Preachers ? Be 
sure we have a wide harvest field and 
few labourers. In two contiguous 
Circuits we have ten Local Preachers 
on the plan, but they need no Mutual- 
Aid, except on the Lord's Day. They 
frequently drop in, sometimes late on 
the Saturday evening. Too busy 
during the week ; had no time for 
preparation. Do help me this time. 



I neither wish to rest nor rust, but 
labour on until the shadows of even- 
ing deepen into night, and the Master 
shall say unto His steward, "Call 
the labourer home and give him his- 
hire." 

I saw Bro. Jebson at the District 
Meeting, but had no opportunity to 
converse with him ; and he is living 
at a considerable distance from us. 
Christchurch owes him a lasting debt 
of gratitude, and I think it ought to* 
be expressed in a more substantial 
form. I will venture to say it is the 
best watered city in the world. Every 
house has a perpetual flow of clear» 
cold water. It was Jebson, a Local 
Preacher, who tapped the long hidden 
reservoir, and turned on the inex- 
haustible supply. No water company, 
no rate, no collecting clerks. Like 
the river from the Throne of Mercy> 
its free, without money or price. 

Now, dear brethren, I must say^ 
good-bye ; hoping and praying that 
you may have a glorious meeting at 
Sheffield. My imagination presents 
a glowing picture of the platform, the 
Chairman, and a host of well-known^ 
tried friends of the Association around 
him. The devotional exercises over, 
then the Chairman's address, the 
Honorary Secretary's Eeport, the 
Financial Statement, &c. Then one 
brother after another with his 
thrilling eloquence moves the whole 
assembly, and justly merits the ring- 
ing cheers. Then the collection^ 
which never failed to be a good one in 
Sheffield, and I believe never will 
while there is one needy brother on 
this side heaven's gates. And last of 
all, that fine glow of Christian bro- 
therhood beaming on every counte- 
nance, while we clasp hands and say,. 
Farewell, till we meet again. 
I am, my dear Bro., 
Most truly yours, 

W. BOWBON. 



GENEBAL COMMITTEE. 
Minutes of Committee Meeting held 
in the School Room of Norfolk Street 
Chapel, Sheffield, on Saturday even- 
ing, June 18, 1881. Present: Bro- 
C. S. Madder (President) in the 
chair; the ex-President, Treasurer, 
General Secretary, and more than 



222 



HUTUAL-AID AfiSOOIATIOV BBPORTKB. 



one hnndred members of Committee 
and representatives of the Association. 

The meeting was opened by sing- 
ing hymn 872, and prayer was offered 
by Bros. Parsons of Leicester and 
Perkins, of Northampton. 

The minutes of laat meeting were 
read and coDfirmed. 

The monthly abstract was read, 
showing total receipts for the year, 
j£4,189 6s. 8d. ; total disbursements, 
^88,542 38. 2d. On the sick list, 112 ; 
annuitants, 168 ; deaths, 44 members, 
16 wives of members. 

OASES FROM BRANCHES. 

Brother J. H., of C, an annuitant 
«ince March, 1878, at 38. per week, 
applied for an increase. He is 72 
years of age, a local preacher 46 
years, but for the last ten years lias 
been unahle to preach or do any 
work. He was a blacksmith. His 
wife is 66 years of age, and quite an 
invalid. Has seven children ; but one 
only (a daughter in service) can ren- 
der any help. He suifers from paraly- 
sis and rheumatism. Two sons who 
were in business failed, and are now- 
setting sail for Australia. Resolved, 
That the brother have 6s. per week. 

Brother J. H., of W., has been on 
the sick list since December, 1879, at 
2s. 6d. per week ; applies for super- 
annuation. He is 60 years old ; has 
been a local preacher 85 years; by 
trade a shoemaker, but cannot work, 
and has no income. He suffers from 
chronic debility. His wife is 55, and 
has employed herself as monthly 
nurse. They have five children, one 
of. whom is at home suffering from 
diseased eyes. The grounds of appli- 
cation are the loss of all his goods and 
inability to work. Resolved, That 
he have 48. per week. 

Sister M. M., of N., the widow of a 
deceased annuitant, applied for super- 
annuation. She is 81 years of age ; 
has two children who cannot help. 
Resolved, That she have 2s. 6d. per 
week. 

Brother Davis, of Norwich, read a 
letter respecting a brother, aged 78, 
who desired admission as a member. 
Resolved, That he be received on 
payment of ten guineas. 

In answer to the request of the 
Liverpool Branch, Bros. Redman of 



Eeigbley, and Cossens of Dereham, 
were appointed as a deputation to 
attend the proposed meeting on be- 
half of the Association during the 
forthcoming Wesleyan Conference. 

The report prepared by Bro. A. R 
Johnson was then read by him ; and, 
with some slight alterations, was a^ 
cepted by the Committee for presen- 
tation at the Aggregate Meeting. 

The plan of Services for Sunday, 
June 19, was then considered, and 
the necessary alterations and substi- 
tntions effected. 

The next meeting of Committee to 
be held at Bro. C. S. Madder's 
Aylesbury, on Wednesday, July 13. 

Brother White of Manchester closed 
the meeting with prayer. 



DEATHS. 

Jan. 3, 1881. Joseph RUey, Bake- 
well Branch, aged 66 years. He died 
as he had lived, *' Trusting in Jesiu." 
Claim £6. 

Feb. J6, 1881. John Russell, New- 
castle- on Tyne 2nd Branch, aged 41 
years. No particulars. Claim £7. 

April 28, 18^1. Josiah Baoon,Bake- 
well Branch, aged 33 years. Death 
was instantaneous, occasioned by a 
stone falling upon him while working 
in a mine. His last words to lua wife 
on leaving home were, "The Lord's 
will be done." Claim £6. 

May 12, 1881. Albert Button, Shep- 
ton Mallet Branch, aged 29 yean. 
Our brother preached twice on the 
Sunday, and on the following Thundaj 
was suddenly killed in a collierr. 
Claim £8. 

May 14, 1881. Solomon Bronghton, 
WantaRC Branch, aged 70 years. His 
lon)7 afQlction was borne with Cbristiaa 
fortitude and resignation. He departed 
in peace. Claim £6. 

May 19, 1881. Joseph Peareon, Lin- 
coln Branch, aged (56 years. His aeath 
was very sudden, but he was a good 
man, and lived in readiness for his 
departure. He had been an annDit»nt 
18 weeks, and received £4 10s. Claun 
£2. 

May 25, 1881. Walter Bartle, Tavi- 
stock Branch, aged 72 years. His end 
was peace. He had been an annuitant 
127 weeks, and received £32 6a. Claim 
£4. 

May 27, 1881. Anne Einsey, Con- 
gleton Branch, aged 47 years. Her 
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Imsband mjn that she was one of the 
best women that ever lived, and a Bin- 
oere friend of looal preaohere. Claim £3. 



Jane 8, 1881. Henry Garr, G-arstang 
Branch, aged 53 years. He died happy 
in the Lo^. Claim £8. 



CASH BBCEIYED BY THE GENERAL TREASURER 



■DTiULfilTtL — ••■ •■• -•■ ••• ••• 

Peterborough 2»^— Donation, 8s ... ... .., 

Ayleabvry — Mr. G. Shirley, hm. £1 Is ... 

Betford-^lAx, R. Fletcher, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Jenkinson, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Merry weather, ho. 128 ; Mr. G. Nay- 

lor, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Naylor, hm. £ I ; Mr. G. Thomp. 

son, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. G. Thompson, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. B. 

Welch, hm. £1 Is ••• ••> ... ... ... 

Walsall— Ur. J. Brewer, hm. £1 ; Mr. S. Cox, hm. £l Is ; 

Rev. J. Hemshaw, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. Lawley, hm. £1 ; 

Mr. J. Rnshbrook. hm. £1; Public Meeting, net, £2 158 6d 
Derby — Mr. and Mrs. Bannister, 5s; Mrs. Beesley, hm. 

£1 Is; Ditto Box, 12s 7d ; Mr. Beswick (in memory of), 

10s ; Mrs. Burns, ho. lOs ; Mrs. Bray, 58 ; Mr. Cade, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mrs. Dooley, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Grundy, he. lOs 6d ; 

Mr. Haslehurst, hm. £ 1 Is ; Mr. Humphreys, ho. 10s 6d ; 

Mr. Johnson^s Box, 4s 3d ; late Mr. Johnson (in memory 

of), £1 Is ; Mr. Piokersgill, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Potter, ho. 

IDs ; Mr. Ratoliff, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. Stanesby, ho. lOs ; 

Mrs. Sperrey, 6s ... .•• ••• ... 

Jftf^ibAiim— 'Public Meeting ... 
lAneoln — Mr. J. Smith, hm. £1 Is 
SpUalfields—Mr. J. Akers, ho. lOs fid ; Mr. D. Annan, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. T. Bnffham. 28 6d ; Mr. Lieil, 2s 6d ; Collec- 
tion at Bruce Road, TJ.M.F.C, £5 ... 
J[irby Moor 8ide~-yir.W.Yfood. 128 ... 
JCl^Ofi ... ... ..• ... ••» •*. 

Stafford— ^TB. Blansbard, Is ; Mr. J. Halden, 2s 6d ; Mr. 

T. Jones, 28 6d ; Bey. G. Hepplewhite, 68 ; Mr. W. Jones, 

5s; Mr. T. Jenkins, 2s 6d; Mr. J. Goodall, 5s; Mr. T. 

Einsey, 28; Mr. W. Matthews, 2s 6d; Mr. J. O. Myoock, 5s; 

Mr. J. C. Myoock, 2s 6d ; Mr. C. Rhodes, 28 6d ; Mr. T. 

Radge, 128 ; Mr. R. Snape, lOs; Mr. G. Weaver, 28 6d .. 
JPretton—Ur. R. Hardman, ho. 10a; Mr. W. Wignall, 

Vivn ^1 

J3heffield-'Ur. J. Howarth, hm.' £1 Is ; Mr. J. G. Elliott, 

nzu. XfM. xB.«. ... ... .*• •.. ... 

.xJoreneszer ... ... ... ... ... ... 

JLntnfferck ••• ... ... .,. ... ... 

Nottingham — Mr. Conncillor Bains, hm. £l Is ; Mr. S. W. 

Chettle, hm. £1 Is; Misses Hopkins hm. £1 Is; Mr. 

Middleton, don. IDs; Mr. S Morley, hm. M.P., £1 Is; 

Mr. £. Patchett, hm. £1 In; Public Meetia?, €5 Oa Sd 
Swaffham—HLr. W. K. Buttolph, hm. £1 Ia; Collected by 

Mrs. Ewer, 58 ; Ditto by Mrs. Stacey, 15s 6d ; Mr. T. 

Stndd, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Warren, ho. lOs 
JJrtffield ... ... ..• ... ... ... 

Stj9/^— Collections, n.M F.C., £2 IDs ... 

^inde Street—Mr, Coggan, ho. lOs ; Mr. M. Smith, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. G. Sims, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. G. Sims (Box), 

^i0 mm AsO ••• ••• ••• ••• ••■ >•• 

S€^thwaflrkandlAimbeth—'}lie9«t%, Clowes & Son, hm.£l Is 
JVenfcaetlS'On'Hyne 2nd -Mr. J. H Bainbridge, hm. £3 38; 

Mr. J. Forster, hm. £1 la ; Mr. R. H. Lawson, hm. £ i Is; 

Mr. T. Riohardflon, hm. £1 la ; Mr. R. Bobaon, hm. £1 la; 
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Mr. W. H. Sfcephenson, hm. £2 2a ... 

Bayifuat^-^'M.r, H. K. Atkinson, hm. £1 Is 
Chetterfi€ld—1S.T. R. James, ho. 10s 6d .. ,., []. 

ZeiffhUn Bvazard—UT, W. Brantom, hm. £1 Is ; Profit of 
Tea at Cublington, Us 6d ; Mr. F. Emery, hm. £1 Is ; 
Mr. E. Hall, 5s; Mr. G. Johnson, hm £1 Is; Mr. J. 
Lane, Cs ; Rev. J, Lees, he. 10s ; Rev. R. Spooner, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. J. W. Tearle, he. lOs 6d ; Mr. Willison, 5s : 
Mr. T. YirriU, ho. lOs 6d ... 1 ... ' J 

Kington •.• ••• ••• .,. 

Swngay ... ... ••• 

6hinni slake — Public Meeting, £5 Is 6d... ^, ,„ 

JBolton (Famwttrth) ... ... „, 

JRM»r«A— Mr. T. Wiestmorland, huL^igl !.'.' 

Bunley ... ... ... : y.: ... .. /.] 

Zaunoetton ... ... ... / 

Brighton ... ... ^J ! ,j.. 

icw^^onr— Mr. W. 6argant,hm. £1 Iff :... 

Hohnjixtht .••• ... .,- , •.... 

Oldham— VLt. Beckett, 5s ; Mrs. Batterworth, 5s ; Mr. J. 
Chetotham, hm. £1 Is; Mrs.*H.jGQDper, hm. £1 Is; Mr! 
Dale, he. lOs 6d ; Mr. E. Pottsy hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. S. H. 
Stansfield, 5s ; Mr. J. Taylor (Shaw), hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. 
Wainwright, hm. £l Is ... .;.. 

Bakemell Ut 

CongUton—TAiBA Andrew, 5s ;. Miss Bailey, 2s 6d ; Mr. 
Baxendale, 2s 6d ; Miss Bull, 2s fid ; Mr. S. Cotterill, 
28 6d ; Mr. A. Hall, 2s ; Mr. Harrison, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. 
Howard, 5s ; Mrs. Hulme, 2s 6d ; Mr. Kermode, 5s ; Mrs. 
Key, 28 6d ; Mr. Kinsey, 5s ; Mr. Lucas, 2s ; Rev. S. 
McAulay, 5s ; Mr. Mounsden, 28 6d ; Mr. Korris. 2s 6d ; 
Messrs. Pedley,ho. lOs; Mr. Powell, 2s6d ; Mr. J. Shel- 
don, 2s 6d ; Mr. T. G. Sheldon, 58 ; Mr. S. Sherratt, 2s 6d ; 
Miss Smallwood, 2s; Mr. J. Steele, hnu £1 Is; Miss 
Stringer, 2s 6d ; Mr. Triner, 5s ; Rev. G. Watson, 5s ; 
Mr. Webb, 5s ; Mrs. Whitehurst, 2s 6d ; (Biddulph Park) 
Mr. Alcock, Is; Mr. BiBwidaley, Is ; Mr. Harrison, Is ; Mr. 
Harrison, Jun., Is; Mrs. Knight, Is; (Bosley) Mrs. 
Earlam, 28 6d ; Mr. Goodwin, 2s 6d ; Mr. F. Lownds, 58 ; 
Mr. G. Lownds, 58 ; Mr. Mason, 5s ; Mr. Vernon, 5s ; 
(Brownlow)Mr. Platts, 28 6d: CDane4n.Shaw)Mr. Bailey, 
2s 6d; Mr. Bostock, 58; Mts. Ginder, ho. 12s; Mr. 
Ward, he. lOs ; Mrs. Witters, 58 ; (Davenport) Mr. J. 
Beckitt, Is ; Miss Bourne, 5s ; Mr. Cliff, 2s 6d; Mr. Dale, 
28 6d ; Mrs. Newton, Is; Mr. Goodwin, 28 6d ; Mr. 
Harding, he. lOs ; Mr. Moss, 2s 6d ; Mr. Peake, 28 6d ; 
Mr. J. Venables, he. 10s ; Mr. T. Venables, hm. £1 Is ; 
Mrs. Venables (late), 5s. 6d; (Gillow-shaw Brook) Mr. 
Badderley, 28 6d ; Mr. Brindley, 2s ; Mr. Chaddook, 
28 6d ; Mr. Chad wick, 28 ; Mr. Dale, Is ; Mr. Lovatt, 
2s 6d ; Mr. Sherratt, 58; Mr. Walley, 2s 6d ; Mr. White- 
hurst, 28 6d ; (Key Green) Mr. Bowler, Is ; Mr. G. 
Brown, 5s ; Mr. Hood, 28 6d ; (Siddington) Mr. (Good- 
win, 58 ; Mr. Hughes, ho. 10s, Mr. Slater, 5s; (Withing- 
ton)Mr. Basford, 6s ; Mr. Bloor, he. lOs; Mr. Foden, 58; 
A Friend, la ; Mr. C. Goodier, 2s 6d ; Mr, J. Goodier, 
2s 6d ; Mr. Bough, 28 6d. (Less £1 2s) Nett 

Patrington — Mr. J. Thompson, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Spilman, 
hm. £1 Is ... ... 

Croydon-^'Ulx, Leighton, £ 1 ... 



... 
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WESLETAN METHODIST LOCAL PREACHERS' 

MUTUAL-AID ASSOCIATION. 



THE THIRTY-THIRD MEETING 

OF THE ASSOCIATION, HELD IN THE 

SCHOOLROOM OF THE NORFOLK STREET WESLEYAN 

CHAPEL, SHEFFIELD. 

Fbom Satubday, June 18th to Ttjesday, 21st, 1881. 

Saturday, June 18th. 

The Representatives met the General Committee on Saturday evening, at 
6 p.m., for the calling of the Roll, in order that the appointments for the 
following day might be perfected. 

PLAN OF SERVICES, Ac. 

Sunday, June 19. 

Services in the Wesleyan Methodist, United Methodist Free Churches, 
and the Methodist Reform Union Chapels, were held according to the 
following plan: 



WESLEYAN METHODIST. 

CARVER STREET CIRCUIT. 

Carver Street, 10-30, J. R. Cossons; 

6-16, C. H. Wilkinson 
Wesley, Fulwood Road, 10-30, John 

Towne ; 6-15, J. Waddington 
Wesley College, 10-30, Rev. W. H. 

Dallinger, r.R.S. ; 6-16, Rev. W. H. 

Dallinger, F.R.S. 
Ranmoor, 10-30, J. F. Gibson; 6-16, 

J. Robinson, Junr. 
Crookes, 10-30, M. Brocklesby; 6-15, 

A. Almond 
Bradfield, 10-30, G. E. Roberts ; 2-30, 

G. K. Roberts 
Storrs, 10-30, Geo. Naylor ; 2-30, Geo. 

Naylor 
Stonnington, 10-30, John Weston; 6, 

John Weston 
Spring Hill, 6-30. J. Harding 
3fission Room, 10-30, J. Sails ; 6-30, M. 

Brocklesby 
Stannington, 10-30, John Weston; 6, 

John Weston 
Spring Hill, 6-30, J. Harding 
Mission Room, 10-80, J. Sails; 6-30, 

M. Brocklesby 

August, 1881. 



NORFOLK STREET CIRCUIT. 

Norfolk Street, 10-30, Wm. Leach; 

6-30, A. R. Johnson 
Park, 10-30, Isaac Parsons; 6, F. J. 

Beavan 
Eilesmere Road, 10-30, £. Braimbridge 

6-30, Geo. Sims 
Princess Street, 10-30, H. White ; 6, J. 

Milsom 
Attercliffe, 10-30, Wm. Leathley fj^-BO,, 

H. Hickling 
Woodhouse, 10-30, J, Cropper; 6, J. 

Cropper 
Grimesthorpe, 10-30, James Donnlngton 

6, S. J. Burtle 
Brightside, 10-30, John Mawby ; j 6, 

Thomas Campbell 
Darnall, 10-30, J. E. Hockey; 6, J. 

Perkins 
Handsworth, 10-30, J. Perkins ; 6, J. E. 

Hockey 
Manor, 3, Joslah Savage ; 6, Josiah 

Savage 
Carbrook, 10-30, A. Wardley; 6, A. 

Wardley 
Don Road, 10-30, S. J. Birtles ; 6, A. 

Howarth 
Blackburn, 2-30, G. Bairett ; 6, G. Barrett 

Q 
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EBSHBZBB CIRC17IT. 

Ebenezer, 10-80, C. S. Madder; 6-16, 
Wm. Leach 

Bnrngreave Road, 10-30, C. H. Wilkin- 
son ; 6-80, L. S. Jones 

Thurgoland, 10-80, Wm. Harding ; 2-30 
Wm. Harding 

Hillsbro*. 1 0-80, H. Wright ; 6, John Rose 

Oughty-Bridge, 2-80, R. W. Haw 

Grenoside, 10-80, John Lenton ; 6, 
John Lenton 

Wadsley Bridge, 10-80, J. M. Lowe ; 6, 
Isaac Williams 

Southey, 2-80, A. Andrew ; 6, A. And- 
rew 

Cranemoor, 2-80, E. Felstead ; 6, E. 
Felstead 

Stocksbridge, 10-80, D. Crossthwaite ; 
6, D. Crossthwaite 

Wilson Street, 6, J. Myers 

BBUNBWIOK OmCUIT. 

Brunswick, 10-80, A. R. Johnson ; 6-15, 

R. B. Salisbury 
Trinity, 10-80, J. W. Laycock ; 6-80, C. 

5. Madder 

Montgomery, 10-30, John Waddington ; 

6-15, John Carter 
Wesley, Heeley, 10-80, John Rose ; 6-15 

B. G. Berry 
Gleadless, 8, A. Mawby ; 6, A. Mawby 
Totley, 8, G. Ho!mes ; 6, G. Holmes 
Normanton, 8, J. Hopewell ; 6, J. Hope- 
well 
Millhonses, 10-80, Jno. Hindson ; 6-15, 
Jno. Hindson 

THOBNOUFVB OIBCUIT. 

Mount Pleasant, 10-30, J.M. Mitchell ; 

6-15, J. J. Beecroft 
Ecclesfield, 10-80, J. J. Beecroft; 6, 

J. M. Mitchell 
High Green, 10-80, G. Candler; 6, W. 

E. Blane 
Warren, 10-80, W. E. Blane; 6, G. 

Candler 
West wood, 6, R. Swire 
Whamcliffe Silkstone, 2-80, R» HoUings 

6, R. Hollings 

Pilley Hill, 2-30, T. Parker ; 6, T. Parker 

BBADWBLL CIBOUIT. 

Hathersage, 10-80, John Andrew; 6, 

John Andrew 
Tideswell, 2-80, Abraham Andrew ; 6, 

Abraham Andrew, June 36. 

BOTHEBHAM CIBOUIT. 

Talbot Lane, 10-SO, John Walker ; 6-80 

A. Learoyd 
Masboro', 10-30, A. Learoyd ; 6-80, J. 

J. Hume 



Eastwood, 10-80, J. J. Hume ; 6, Jno. 

Walker 
Parkgate, 10-80, W. Elton ; 6, J. Cun- 

Uffe 
Kimberworth, 10-30, R. Vasey ; 6, E. 

Vasey 
Bramley, 10-80, W. H. Broad ; 6, W. 

H. Broad 
Aughton, 10-30, J. Pickering ; 6, J. 

Pickering 
Swallow Nest, 2-30, Robert Bush ; 6, 

Robert Bush 

WATH-TTPOX-DBABNB. 

Wath, 10-30, J. T. Crouch ; 6, J. T. 

Crouch 
Swinton, 10-80, Joseph Ward ; 6, Joseph 

Ward 
Mexboro', 10-30, G. H. Chapman; 6, 

G. H. Chapman 
Holyland, 10-30, J. M. Spicer ; 6, J. Bl 

Spicer 
Elsecar, 10-30, Wm. Pratt ; 6, Wm. 

Pratt 
Wentworth, 2-30, Kirby ; 6, Kirby 
Greasboro', 2-80, H. Blane ; 6, H. Blanc 
Rawmarsh, 10-80, J. Cunliffe ; 6, W. 

Elton 
Haugh, 2-30, J. tJtley ; 6, J. Utley^ 
Hoober, 2-80, W. H. Ellin ; 6, W. H. 

Ellin 
Billingley, 2-80, Jebson ; 6, Jebson 
Bolton, 2-80, Geo. Taylor ; 6, Geo. Taylor 
Hemingfield, 2-30, Rev. W. H. Maude; 

6, Rev. W. H. Maude 
Wombwell, 10-80, B. Turner ; 6, B. 

Turner 
Kilnhurst, 2-30, Jno. Urmson ; 6, Jno. 

Urmson 
Hoyland Common, 2-80, Rev. J. Charles- 
worth ; 6, Rev. J. Charlesworth 
Hooton Roberts, 6. J. Caltert 
West Melton, 2, S. Bayley ; 6, S. Bayley 
Rycroft, 3-80, T. Roberts ; 6, T. Roberts 

DOKOABTBB CIBOITIT. 

Priory Place, 10-80, Jno. Webster ; 6-30, 

Jno. Webster 
Nether HaU Mission Boom, 3, O. Wain 
Bentley, 6, G. Wain 
Askem, 10-30, D. Roberts ; 6, J. Hinch- 

diffe 
Bawtry, 10-80, G. Mason, ; 6, G. Mason 
Bamby Dunn, 2-30, J. Cooper; 6, J. 

Cooper 

BARNSLBT OIBCUIT. 

Pitt Street, 10-30, Aldm. DowBing ; 6, 

Aldm. Dowsing 
Salem Reform, 10-80, W. Fletcher ; 6^ 

W. Fletcher 
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XJNITBD METHODIST FBEB 
CHURCHES. 

SUBKBT 8TKBBT CIRCUIT. 

Sturey Street, 10-30, J. Milsom ; 6-16, 
W. Leathley 

Hackenthorpe, 10-80, J. L. Bennett; 6, 
J, Xi. Bennett 

Carbrook, 10-30, A. Howarth ; 6, J. 

" BnrKitt 

Beighton, 10-30, G.Barber; 6, G. Barber 

Handsworth Woodhouse, 10-30, T. Rud- 
dock, 6, T. Ruddock 

HANOVBB CIBCUIT. 

Hanover, 10-30, B. G. Berry ; Lovef east 

2-30, W. Leathley and G. 0. Amph- 

lett; 6-16, G. C. Ampblett 
Pye Bank, 10-30, R. B. Salisbury; 6, R. 

Daws 
Thorpe Hesley, 2-30, H. Rose; 6, H. 

Rose 
Orimesthorpe, 10-30, W. T. Raper ; 6, 

J. H. Cotterill 
Wadsley Bridge, 2-46, W. Lane ; 6, W. 

Lane 
Oxford Street, 10-30, G. C. Amphlett ; 

6, M. L. Clapham* 

BBTTirSWICK BOAD CIBCUIT. 

Brunswick Road, 10-30, L. S. Jones ; 6, 
W. T. Raper 

MATLOCK CIBCUIT. 

HoUoway, 10-30, Jno. Hadfield ; 6, Jno. 
Hadfield 

FABKOATB CIBCUIT. 

Kilnhurst, 10-30, Jno. Watson ; 6, Jno. 
Watson 

METHODIST REFORM UNION. 

Watery Street, 10-30, J. Normington ; 

6, Jas. Marsden 
Philadelphia, 10-80, M. Nash ; 6, W. 

Sharp 
Oower Street, 10-30, Jas. Marsden ; 6, 

M. Nash 
Weston Street, 10-30, E. Benson ; 6, E. 

Braimbridge 
Ebenezer, Bramall Lane, 10-30, J. F. 

Burt ; 6, H. Wright 
Attercliffe, 10-30, W- Mawer; 6, J. 

Normington 
Orimesthorpe, 10-30, H. Boothroyd ; 6, 

W. Ashworth 
Greenhead, 2-30, G. Oarr ; 6, G. Oarr 
Mexbro', 2-30, J. J. Read ; 6, J. J. Read 
Wombwell, 2-30, Ed. Dixon; 6, Ed. 

Dixon 
Jump, 10-30, J. Parsons ; €, J. Parsons 

* No Co]l«ctions this day, but on July 24ih, 



Parkgate, 2-30, W. R. Golightly ; 6, W. 

R. Golightly 
Clayton West, 10-30, W. Scoffield; 6, 

W. Scoffield 
Upper Cumberworth, 10-30, E. Collinge ; 

6, E. Collinge 
Princes Street, Monday, 7, J. Urmson 

SUPPLEMENTARY LIST. 

Retford, June 12th, 10-30, J. Dyson, 

J.P. ; 6, J. Dyson, J.P. 
Carbrook Reform, July 3rd, 10-30, T. 

Turtle ; 6, T. Turtle 
Sheepbridge, U.M.F.C.,2-30, Councillor 

G. Woodcock ; 6, Councillor G. 

Woodcock 
Wales, U.M.FO., 10-45, R. Allison; 

6-45, R. Allison 
Oxford St. U.M.F.C., July 24th, 10-30, 

T. Turtle ; 6, Wm. Turner 
Cherry Tree Hill U.M.F.C, 10-30, Wm. 

Turner ; 6, T. Turtle 
Castleton, 2, H. White, Manchester ; 

6, H. White, Manchester 
Edale, 10-30, A. Andrew, 6, A. Andrew 
Worksop, August 14th, 10-30, S. M. 

Johnson ; 6, S. M. Johnson 

(Time to be fixed.) 

Dodworth, 1 0-30, T. Turtle ; 6, T. Turtle 

Fulton Road, 10-30, J. Lockwood; 6, 
J. Lockwood 

Brightholmlee, 2-30, T. Turtle; 6, T. 
Turtle 

Bamsley U.M.F.C., 10-30, Councillor G. 
Woodcock ; 6, Councillor G. Woodcock 

Elsecar Reform, 2-30, F. J. Littlewood, 
Doncaster, 6, F. J. Littlewood, Don- 
caster 

OPEN-AIR SERVICES. 

Moorhead, 8 p.m., B. Hardy, D. S. 
Dunn, H. White 

Broad Lane Fountain, 8 p.m., F. Glass- 
cock, Robt. Cox, W. Leathley 

Chester Lane, 5-30 p.m., M. Brocklesby 
Wm. Garrett, Jas. Sails 

LIST OF KEPRBSBNTATIVBS APPOINTED 
BY THB BBANCHES. 

Almond, A., Keighley 
Aldom, Dr., London 
Amphlett, G. 0., London 
Andrew, A., Manchester 
Andrews, J., Bridlington 
Anderton, J., Bradford 
' Ashworth, W., Bamsley 
Bate, William, Launceston 
Barber, G., Downham 
Barratt, J., Pontefract 
Barratt. J. A., Pontefract 
Barnett, J. W., Blandford 
Barley, E., Wibsey 

Q 2 



228 



ANNUAL MEETING. 



Barrett, 6., Brackley 

Baylej, Samuel, Crewe 

Beavan, F. J., Cardiff 

Beecroft, J. J., Reading 

Bennett, J. L., Downham 

Bennett, W. Jan., Downham 

Benson, Edwin, Tring 

Berry, B. G., Fayersham 

Birtles, S. J., Bradford 

Blane, H., Manchester 

Blane, W. E., Manchester 

Boothrojd, Henry, Denhy Dale 

Buckley, W. Oldham 

Burkitt, J., Louth 

Burt, F. J., Louth 

Braimhridge, E., Bradford 

Brocklesby, M., Hull 

Broad, W. H., York 

Brown, T., Crosshills 

Bush, Robert, Kings Lynn 

Campbell, T., Hull 

Cancer, G., London 

Carr, Jno., Manchester 

Carter, Jno., London 

Chamberlin, A. J. N., Norwich 
Chapman, G. H., Derby 
Clapham, M. L., London 
Codd, G., Wath 
Collier, W., Leicester 
CoUinge, E., Oldham 
Cooper, Jno., Hull 
Cossons, J. B., East Dereham 
Cotterill, J. H , Louth 
Cox, Robert, Ashton-under-Lyne 
Cropper, J., London 
Crouch, J. T., Oldham 
Crossthwaite, D., Bradford 
Cunliffe, J., Oldham 
Daws, Robert, Norwich 
Dixon, J. Doncaster 
Dixon, Edward, Norwich 
Donnington, J., Spalding 
Dowsing, Alderman, Hull 
Drakard, W. Grantham 
Dunn, R. S., Faversham 
Durley, R., Aylesbury 
Eccles, J. H. M., Birmingham 
Elton, William, York 
Errington, M., Coventry 
Eskholme, P., Pateley Bridge 
Felstead, E., Grantham 
Fletcher, W., Manchester 
Garrett, W., Halifax 
Gibbon, William, Northampton 
Gibson, J. F., Melton Mowbray 
Glasscock, F., Downham 
Golightly, W. R., Durham 
Goodare, A, Blackburn 
Hadfield, Jno., Manchester 
Haigh, J. C, Huddersfield 
Harding, Jos., Catford 
Harding, William, Shaftesbury 
Hardy, B., Swaffham 
Haw, R. W., Howden 



Heckley, James, Pontefract 

Hickling, H., Louth 

Hinchliffe, John, Pontefract 

Hindson, John, Bamsley 

Hockey, J. E. Birmingham 

Holmes, G., Grantham 

HoUings, R. Crossbills 

Hopewell, Henry, Nottingham 

Hopewell, Joshua, Ashton-under- 
Lyne 

Howarth, A., Manchester 

Hume, J. J., Bamsley 

Johnson, A. R., London 

Jones, L. S., Manchester 

Kirkby, M., Hull 

Killengrey, J. Doncaster 

Lane, W., Wisbech 

Laycock, J. W., Keighley 

Leach, A., St. Helens, Lancashire 

Leach, W., Oldham 

Leathley, W , Bradford 

Learoyd, A., Leeds 

Lenton, John, Northampton 
Little wood, F. J., Doncaster 
Lowe, J. M., Liverpool 
Madder, C. S., Aylesbury 
Marsden, James, Wibsey 
Mason, G., Preston 
Mawby, A., Leicester 
Mawby, John, Leicester 
Mawer, W., Louth 
Milsom, J., Reading 
Minns, G., Swaffham 
Mitchell, J. M., HuU 
Myers, Jno., Durham 
Nash, M., Twyford 
Naylor, George, Retford 
Normington, J., Keighley 
Ostick, W., Retford 
Parker, J., Grantham 
Parsons, Isaac, Leicester 
Parsons, John, Tamworth 
Perkins, John, Northampton 
Pickering. J., Liverpool 
Pollard, J.. Wisbech 
Pratt, W., Oldham 
Raper, W. T., Cardiff 
Read, J. J., Norwich 
Redman, J. R., Keighley 
Roberts, G. R., Retford 
Robinson, J., jun., Blyth 
Rose, Henry, Oldham 
Rose, John, Aylesbury 
Ruddock, T., Bradford 
Salmon, Aid. S. F., Louth 
Salmon, J., Doncaster 
Salisbury, R. B., Woodford 
Sails, James, Howden 
Savage, J., Towcester 
Scoffield, W., Grantham 
Sellers J., Oldham 
Sharp, Wm., Wibsey 
Shirley, Wm., Coventry 
Sims, Geo., London 
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Smith, J., J.P., Lincoln 
Bpicer, J. M., Hull 
Stephens, R. 0., Gloucester 
Stockdale, G., Doncaster 
Stringer, J., Doncaster 
Swire, R., Skipton 
Taylor, G., Ashton-under-Ljne 
Thompson, G., Retford 
Towne, J., Melton Mowhray 
Turner, B., Bradford 
Urmson, Jnc, Manchester 
Utlej, Joseph, Manchester 
Vasej, Rd., Pontefract 
Waddington, G., Hull 
Waddington, Jno., Shipley 
Wain, Geo., York 
Walker, J., Manchester 
Walker, J. E., Preston 
Ward, Jos., Manchester 
Wardley, A., London 
Watson, Jno., York 
Weston, Jno., Derby 
Webster, Jno., York 
White, H., Mancheter 
Wilbum, A., Doncaster 
Wilkinson, C. H., Keighley 
Williams, Isaac, Skipton 
Williams, W., Blackburn 
Wilson, T., Shotley Bridge 



Wright, H., London 
Wyatt, H., Lincoln 



Monday, June 20. 

The Bepresentatives met in the 
Schoolroom of Norfolk Street Chapel 
at 9 80 a.m. A public tea meeting 
was held in Carver Street School- 
room at 5 p.m. ; after which a pnblio 
meeting was held in Carver Street 
Chapel. The chair was taken by 
Mr. J. Dyson, J.P., of Thurgoland, 
and addresses were delivered by 
ofGicers of the Association and other 
friends. 

Tuesday, June 21. 

A public sacramental service was 
held in Norfolk Street Chapel at 11 
a.m., and an address given by Bev. 
H. Hastling, Chairman of the dis- 
trict. 

A Temperance Meeting was held 
in the Temperance Hall, Townhead 
Street, in the evening at 7 p.m., pre- 
rided over by Mr. G. H. Hovey. 



THE THIRTY-THIRD MEETING. 



MiNDTEs of Thirty-third Aggregate 
Meeting of Members of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Local Preachers' Mutual- 
Aid Association held in the School- 
room of Norfolk Street Chapel, Shef- 
field, Monday morning, June 20, 1881. 
Present: Bro. C. S. Madder (Presi- 
dent) in the chair, and more Hian 
170 Representatives. 

The meeting commenced by sing- 
ing Hymn 478. Bro. A. R. Johnson 
lead Psalm 116, and prayer was 
offered by Bros. J. E. Hockey, of 
Birmingham, and R. Durley, of 
Aylesbury. 

The President called upon Bro. G. 
H. Hovey, the President of the Shef- 
field Branch, who gave a cordial 
welcome to the brethren, declaring 
that the friends at Sheffield were 
glad and honoured by the presence of 
the brethren. The services of the 
past day had been most successful: 
the early spirit of Methodism still 
lield possession of the hearts of the 
^cal Preachers; and he earnestly 



prayed that the blessing of God might 
rest upon the gathering. 

Bro. Thos. Cole also gave a hearty 
welcome. He could not help going 
back fifteen years when the brethren 
last met in Sheffield. Some who 
were with us then had gone to the 
better country, amongst whom he 
mentioned David Hill, of York ; Thos. 
Cuthbertson, whose face always 
beamed with love, and Wm. Nelstrop, 
who always manifested such interest 
in our work. These had crossed the 
dark river, and we hoped to meet 
them again. He could not but sym- 
patMse with Bro. T. Chamberlain in 
his sickness; and- another old friend 
who had gone to the other side of the 
globe, Bro. Wm. Bowron, would think 
of them assembled there. No ono 
had done more for the Association by 
his speeches at their Annual Meet- 
ings and other modes of service than 
he. He trusted that the blessing of 
God might rest upon them; and 
while they were admonished to work 
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while it is called to-day, he hoped 
they might be the better fitted to do 
the Master's will. 

Letters were read from Bros. 
Ohamberlin of Wroxham, and W. 
B. Carter of Nottingham, expressing 
regret for inability to be present ; the 
latter promising to come if he could 
later on, which promise was sabse- 
quently fulfilled. 

The usual standing orders were 
then passed. The Press and Public 
to be admitted. No brother to speak 
more than ten minutes without the 
special permission of the Chairman. 

The President then addressed the 
brethren, stating that he had been 
looking forward to this time, when he 
would have to render an account of 
his stewardship. He had felt that it 
was the greatest honour that he could 
possess to be the President of such 
an Association. It had, too, been the 
most remarkable year of his life. 
But amidst discouragement, and un- 
charitableness in some quarters, he 
had ever been sustained by the com- 
fort which the best of Books afforded^ 
and he had ever strived faithfully to 
discharge his duty. When he took 
office twelve months previously^ the 
first thing he tried to do was to master 
the Report ; and from that he learnt 
that 75 Branches were taking out 
£1,019 8s. 6d. more than they were 
contributing. He at once wrote to 
the Secretaries of those Branches 
and to the Superintendents of the 
Circuits, sending a copy of the Beport, 
and asking for a public meeting or a 
service of some kind ; and he secured 
the promise of Bro. Benson to go 
with him and endeavour to revive the 
fire in the old Branches, or to esta- 
blish new ones. From all the Super^ 
intendents he had received kind and 
courteous letters, but some forty of 
the local Secretaries had never an- 
swered his letters. Some had excused 
themselves on the ground of being 
working men and could not attend to 
the matter, though he (the President) 
had offered to pay their wages and 
their railway fare, so that the cause 
of the Association might be pleaded 
before those who at present knew 
nothing of it, and that the work 
might be done without cost to the 
Association. He had met, too, with 



a great deal of ignorance respecting 
our operations. In 340 Circuits he 
found there were no Branches ; con- 
sequently he sent a letter of appeal, 
a copy of the Beport, a copy of the 
Magazine, a collecting card, and a 
stamped envelope ; each of which had 
cost 4^., to 900 ministers and gentle- 
men connected with the Circuits, 
140 of whom had not taken the trouble 
to send them back. It had been his 
custom, if his letter was not answered 
in three weeks, to follow the appeal 
np with a post-card; and he had 
received more in response to the post- 
cards than to the letters. The total 
result from this effort had brought 
^6234 8s. Id. to the Funds. He hoped 
his successor would be able to fill the 
President's Box with gold. It had 
never been empty while in his pos- 
session ; and the amounts contributed 
varied from 3d. to £6, When the 
contribution was 5s., or above, it was 
entered in the Magazine ; particulars 
of which had been furnished every 
month. He had been in corre- 
spondence with persons all over the 
country, and some 2,000 letters had 
been received ; hundreds of them 
being the thanks of ministers and 
gentlemen for the information he had 
given. With Bro. Benson he had 
covered 5,636 miles; but in many 
places the local Secretaries had taken 
no trouble to find them a home, and 
they sometimes had had to stay in 
the largest hotels in the kingdom, 
and, of course, to pay the largest 
bills.. In some cases they had had to 
send home for money in order to 
reach there (laughter). He was quite 
convinced that the proper way to do 
the work was to go to the place, to 
see the people, and to tell the minis- 
ters what was being done. The work 
could only be sustained by their 
holding meetings and letting the 
people know their operations. Two 
old men he had met with in one of 
their Branches wanted to join ; and, 
when he asked them why they had 
not joined years ago, they replied, 
" They did not think they would ever 
need to." He hoped the brethren 
would take upon themselves the re* 
sponsibility of working their own 
district on the lines of a plan which 
had been care£ally prepared, and 
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which would be Bnbmitted to their 
i^proYal during the present meeting. 
He could not conolade without ex- 
pressing the conyiction that he had 
been sustained during the year by the 
power and influence of the prayers of 
his brethren. He had never re- 
ceived the slightest rebu£f from any of 
their ministers. He was thankful for 
past blessings; and, while pleading 
lor poor old Local Preachers, he had 
ever felt that he had been sheltered 
by Omnipotence. His attachment to 
the Association would last as long as 
reason and life. 

On the motion of Bro. Amphlett, 
seconded by Bro. Oole, it was unani- 
mously resolved that the following 
message be telegraphed to Bro. T. 
Chamberlain : 

" The President, by desire of the 
Meeting assembled in Norfolk Street 
Schoolroom, Sheffield, sends expres- 
sions of deepest sympathy with Bro. 
Chamberlain in his affliction, and 
prays our Heavenly Father that his 
health may be speedily restored." 

On the motion of Bro. Sims, 
seconded by Bro. Dr. Aldom., Bro. A. 
R. Johnson was unanimously elected 
Secretary of the meeting. 

Bros. Amphlett, Beavan, and Lea- 
royd were unanimously appointed 
Scrutineers. 

Bro. A. R. Johnson then read the 
following Report. 



Thirty-third Report of the General 
Committee of the Wesley an Metho- 
dist Local Preachers^ Muttud-Aid 
Assoeiation, presented at the An- 
nual Meeting of the Members^ held 
in the Schoolroom of Norfolk 
Street Wesleyan Chapel, Sheffield^ 
on Monday, June 20<^, 1881. 

Ws meet to-day under the shadow 
of a great disappointment, which 
all sincerely regret. For thirty 
gMs, without an interruption, our 
Honorary Secretary has attended 
the Annual Meeting, and for more 
tiaan twenty years has discharged the 
duties of the Secretariat in that 
efficient manner that can never be 
surpassed. But it has pleased our 
Heavenly Father to lay him aside, 
and we must, with great sorrow, bat 



profound humility, submit ourselves 
to the All- wise but mysterious dispen- 
sation of His Providence. But in the 
enforced retirement of our esteemed 
brother, the Committee would tender 
to him their cordial sympathy in his 
affliction, accompanied with the ear- 
nest hope that he may be speedily 
restored to his family and his chnroh, 
and that he may for many years be 
spared to be a means of blessing to 
his fellows. 

For the fourth time in the history 
of the Association, it is, by the good 
providence of God, permitted to hold 
its Annual Assembly in this *' metro- 
polis of steel," and the occasion almost 
necessarily provokes comparison with 
its position to-day and that when 
last its members assembled together 
here in Sheffield fifteen years ago. 
Then it numbered 2,055 members; 
only 381 of whom were honorary 
members. Its total income from all 
sources amounted to ^2,434 8s. and 
its total expenditure to £2,031 8s. 2d. 
It possessed in Consols, j64,700, 
which had cost ^£4,453 16s. 3d. 96 
annuitants were on the funds, and 53 
sick members were receiving assis- 
tance. 

There are now 2867 benefit mem- 
bers, an increase of 208 on the year ; 
and 792 honorary members, a de- 
crease of 4 on the year. The total 
income for the year has amounted 
to £4,189 6s. 8d. ; and there is 
£11,653 4s. 5d. invested in Consols, 
and new 3 per cents. The total expen- 
diture, excluding the purchase of 
£500 Consols, costing £493 2s. 6d., 
has been £3,542 3s. 2d. There are 
now 168 annuitants, and 112 on the 
sick list. 

This advance in every item must 
provoke gratitude for the past and 
hope for &e future. Our loved Asso- 
ciation stands on a broader basis and 
is doing a greater work than ever; 
and is winning its way amongst our 
people as its merits deserve. At the 
same time the Committee would call 
attention to the fact of the decrease 
in the number of the honorary mem- 
bers, which, though slight, should 
not be passed over in silence; and 
they would affectionately urge upon 
the Local Secretaries throughout the 
country not to miss an opportunity of 
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commending our work, and of retain- 
ing as subscribers those who hare 
been obtained. 

At the last Annual Meeting at 
York, Bros. Milsom and Jameson 
were appointed as Representatives of 
onr Association to attend the Annual 
Meeting of the Local Preachers at 
Baltimore, United States, held last 
October. Circumstances prevented 
Bro. Milsom fulfilling the appoint- 
ment, but our Bro. Jameson daly 
attended; and the readers of our 
Magazine will have learned how 
nobly our brother has been enter- 
tained by our brethren on the other 
side of the Atlantic. Unfortunately 
our brother* s stay has been unex- 
pectedly prolonged, and this Annual 
Meeting will not have the benefit of 
listening to his account of the work 
of Local Preachers as it is carried on 
in the United States. 

The directions of the last Annual 
Meeting to the Committee as to the 
proposed Trust Deed, have all been 
carried out. A copy was inserted in 
the August number of the Magazine, 
and a copy has also been printed 
separately for the members to peruse 
before its final adoption. 

During the year, Bro. Henry Reed, 
one of our Trustees, has passed to 
his reward, and it will be necessary 
that his place be filled by the appoint- 
ment of another brother at the pre- 
sent assembly. 

Since our last anniversary we have 
lost the services, by removal to the 
other side of the globe, of our dear 
Brother Bowron. His valued services 
of all kinds can never be forgotten by 
those privileged with the knowledge 
of them ; and the Committee were 
very grieved to bid him farewell in 
the month of October last. He took 
with him a slight memento of the 
esteem in which be was held by his 
brethren, in the form of an album 
containing photographs of the officers 
and committee, and an address en- 
grossed on the first page, written by 
our Honorary Secretary. An unani- 
mous resolution was also passed as 
foUows: **That Brother WiUiam 
Bowron be appointed an honorary 
corresponding member of Committee 
for New Zealand, as an expression 
of our love and confidence, and as a 



precedent for the appointment of 
other such honorary corresponding 
members in other colonies and depen- 
dencies of this Empire. And that 
this resolution be specially reported 
to the next Annual Meeting, accord- 
ing to Rules 13 and 14.*' 

At one of the meetings of the Com- 
mittee during the year, the question 
of investing part of our capital in 
mortgage on freehold property, was 
discussed; but it was resolved to 
leave the matter to the judgment of 
this meeting, and on that question 
the Committee invite the opinion of 
the members. 

Under the usual heads, the ordi- 
nary statistics of the Association are 
presented. They are as follows : 

' Membsri, — The numbers have been 
already given; but, while thankful 
for the increase, the Committee can- 
not but regret that, comparatively, so 
few of those who are eligible for 
membership join our ranks, and they 
would, therefore, urge persistent effort 
on the part of onr members generally 
to enlust the sympathies of Local 
Preachers throughout onr churches 
and urge them to unite themselves 
with us. 

Deaths,— 4A members and 16 wives 
of members have joined *' the great 
majority *^ during the year ; and the 
sum of £804 has been paid by the 
Association towards their funeral ex- 
penses. The number of deaths is 
18 less than last year, and the funeral 
expenses £91 less likewise. 

Sickness. — 840 sick brethren have 
declared themselves on the Fund, 
and £1,116 3s. 8d. has been disbursed 
on this account. This amount is 
lower than last year by £48 18s. 6d., 
though the number of the sick has 
been exactly the same ; but many of 
the cases were of shorter duration, 
and the amount paid last year was 
exceptionally high. The average 
amount paid to these sick brethren is 
£3 8s. l^d., and it would take Os. lid. 
from each of our benefit members to 
pay the amount for sickness and 
deaths. 

Annuitants, — The sums paid to the 
superannuated amount to £1,723 
14s. 6d., being £290 16s. in excess of 
the then unprecedented sum reported 
last year, and an average of £10 
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-5b. 2^. to each annuitant. There 
are now, as before stated, 168 annui- 
tants receiving help, according to the 
following scale : 

Weekly Costixig 

each. yearly. 

s. d. £ s. d. 

26 Brethren receive 6 0...405 12 

56 „ „ 6 0...72a 

'60 „ „ 4 0...624 

10 „ „ 8 0... 78 

3 „ », 2 6... 19 10 

12 Widowed sisters 2 6... 78 

1 .. ..2 0... 5 4 



i> 



if 



168 



Yearly total £1,038 6 

Fifteen brethren have had their 
^owances increased: one, 3s. Qd. 
per week ; one, 3s. per week ; twelve, 
2s. per week ; and one. Is. per week. 
-32 were added to this list of annui- 
tants ; eight at 6s. per week ; fifteen 
at 58. per week; eight at 4s. per 
week ; and one at 3s. per week. 

Working Expenses. — These amount 
to £384 28. 8d., and consist of the 
nsnal items. Secretary's salary, 
£145 ; postages, £25 3s. 6d. ; rent of 
office, £30; magazines for honorary 
members, £85 6s. 2d.; advertise- 
ments, £39 4s. ; printing yearly re- 
ports, £18 8s. ; other printing, £11 7s. 
Coals, gas, stationery, fittings for 
new office, &c., £29 14s. 

The balances in hand amount to 
£1,156 13s. 7d. 

Income, — The benefit members have 
paid in entrance fees, £261 lOs. 6d. ; 
fines, £2 128. 6d. ; qaarterly sub- 
scriptions, £1,374 Is. The honorary 
members' subscriptions and other free 
•contributions have amounted to 
Xl,144 l7s. 7d. Legacies and special 
donations, £1,017 8s. 7d. The divi- 
dends on investments, £340 I7s. 3d. 
Profit on the Local Preachebs' 
Magazine, £47 19s. 3d. A nett in- 
crease of income as compared with 
the preceding year of £221 Is. 3d. 

Magcudne. — Our organ. The Looal 
Preaohers' Magazine, is still pub- 
lished by our valued £riend, Brother 
Philip Parker, at our new office, 
24, Bedford Street, Govent Garden, 
whither we removed last September, 
when, perforce, we had to give up our 
^Id quarters at 19, Exeter HaU, in 
consequence of the purchase of the 



Hall by the Young Men's Christian 
Association. The Editors still invite 
the contribution of articles by friends 
of the Association, who can minister 
to the edification and instruction of 
the brethren. 

Mr. Wild's Gift.— The Treasurer 
distributed this last Christmas to 
those who had previously received it, 
but he is anxious, and the Committee 
are very desirous of furthering his 
wish, that aU the annuitants should 
be placed on an equal footing in this 
matter. The readers of our Maga- 
zine will have observed a special 
statement of the position of the Fund, 
and an appeal made in the April 
number of this year, by desire of the 
Committee, to augment this Fund by 
an additional £1,000, towards which 
sum our Treasurer has generously 
promised £100; and it is earnestly 
desired that the whole amount may 
be speedily raised, so that all our 
annuitants may be gladdened by this 
extra Christmas cheer. 

New Annuitants. — Applications for 
permanent allowances have been 
made from different parts of the 
country every month, and they have 
been reported in the Magazine. The 
following abstracts are selected as 
specimens of the cases relieved : — 

Brother J. B., of P., aged 70, a 
local preacher thirty-nine years. A 
sawyer, but unable to follow his oc- 
cupation. Has a wife aged 69, who 
has been laid aside by paralysis for 
several years. They have three 
children, but receive no help from 
them. About 7s. per week is their 
only income. 

Brother J. A., of B., aged 59, a 
local preacher thirty-five years, has a 
wife aged 60, and four children, one 
of whom helps occasionally. Was a 
coal miner, but his health is com- 
pletely broken down. 

Brother R. W., of P., aged 63, a 
local preacher thirty- eight years, has 
a deUcate wife aged 56, and ten 
children. He has been an engine 
driver, but extreme deafness and 
heart disease of long standing cut him 
off from that. 

Brother B. S., of S. S., aged 74, a 
local preacher forty-seven years. 
Now quite blind, so is bis wife ; two 
daughters live at home, and the earn- 
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ings of the elder are the main support 
of the family. 

Brother J. E., of Q„ aged 70, a 
local preacher thirty-eight years, a 
widower with one child. Has been 
a jobbing tailor, going aboat from 
house to house to work at his trade at 
3s. per day and his food ; but for the 
last two years his sufferings firom 
general cnronic rheumatism have pre- 
vented him from doing anything, and 
he has had no other means of support 
than our sick pay. 

Brother W. 0., of B., aged 68, a 
local preacher forty-six years. Has 
a wife in delicate health aged 74, also 
two children unable to help. He was 
a labourer, and used in his best days 
to earn 15s. per week; he also re- 
ceived 2s. per week beside from 
another source, but now, on account 
of double hernia and other ailments, 
he can only occasionally earn a 
shilling or two. 

Brother T. H., of M., aged 60, a 
local preacher thirty- five years, a 
widower. He has one son, who 
having a sickly wife and child cannot 
help him. He is by trade a cabinet 
maker, but obliged to give up his 
occupation on account of internal 
disease and hernia. 

Brother H. H., of 8., aged 62, a 
local preacher thirty-nine years. Is 
a breaker of stones on the highway at 
8s. per week when able to work. Wife 
aged 61, and six children. He fell 
down in a fit while breaking stones, 
and has been ill ever since. 

Brother J. B., of W., aged 64, a 
local preacher 46 years. Has a wife 
aged 51, and five children, who are 
unable to help him. He is a labourer, 
who used to earn 148. per week, but 
now, disabled by sickness, can only 
earn a few shillings occasionally. 
One testimonial of him said that *' he, 
by the grace of God, has led many 
souls to Jesus, although not much of 
a preacher." 

Brother J. H., of C, aged 70, a 
local preacher twenty-seven years. 
Has a wife aged 62, two children, and 
sixteen grandchildren. Has been a 
fEirm labourer, suffers from palpitation 
of the heart, and receives 28. 6d. per 
week from the parish as outdoor 
idief. 

Brother J. K, of C, aged 73, a 



local preacher fifty-one years, and a 
leader forty-eight years. Is a shoe- 
maker. He has a wife aged 64 and 
eight children, none of whom can 
assist their parents. The local secre- 
tary says, " his life's work is neaily 
done, he can now neither work nor 
preach." 

Brother D. S., of W., aged 70, a 
local preacher fifty-one years. Has a 
wife aged 76 and eight children, bat 
no help from any of them. Our bro- 
ther used to earn 22s. per week ia a 
timber yard, but has been obliged to 
give it up. He suffers from rhemna- 
tism, and has no income whatever. 

Brother S. L., of B., aged 71, a 
local preacher forty-two years. Is a 
ship's smith, but being incapacitated 
from work earns nothing. He has a 
wife and seven children. One son 
pays his rent, one child has been an 
invalid seven years, the rest cannot 
help their parents. Applicant snffen 
from constitutional weakness and 
rheumatisuL The local secretary 
considered this ** a model case." 

Brother J. H., of D., aged 72, a 
local preacher twenty-four years. Ib 
an agricultural labourer, who has 
earned 14s. per week, but the in- 
firmities of age have diminished bis 
strength and rendered him unable to 
do a full week's work. His wife, 
aged 72, is a hopeless invalid. He 
has four children, all of whom have 
families, and cannot help their fifctber. 
He suffers from heart disease. Has 
worked on the same farm for thirty- 
three years, for a master who has 
sympathised with him and helped 
him, and some help he will still afford. 

Brother J. C, of H., aged 69, a 
local preacher forty- two years. Is a 
framework knitter, earning only a 
few shillings per week ; has a wife 
aged likewise 69, in feeble health. 
Has been a member of the Associa- 
tion thirty years. Suffers from hernia 
and chronic rheumatism, so that 
when at work his left arm has to be 
supported in a sling from the ceiling. 

Brother J. P., of L., aged 66, a 
local preacher forty-six years. Tailor 
by trade, but unable to work except 
earning a few shillings occasionally. 
He suffers from bronchitis. His wife- 
is dead, and none of his &Ye children 
can render him any help. 
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Brother J. C, of W., aged 84, a 
local preacher sixty years. Has 28. 6d. 
per week from the parish, out of 
which he has to pay Is. for rent. He 
has no relations to help him, and can 
earn nothing. 

Brother W. M., of B., aged 74, a 
local preacher forty years. Is a 
widower, and has five children, with 
one of whom he lives, but none can 
help Mm. He was a small farmer, 
hat owing to bad seasons has been 
qnite mined. Is earning nothing, 
and has no source of income. 

Brother W. H., of Y., aged 81, a 
local preacher fifty-two years. His 
wife is dead. He has one son. Ori- 
ginally a tailor, but latterly cultivated 
about thirty acres of land. Owing to 
bad seasons has lost all his savings, 
which amounted to about j02OO, and 
is now quite destitute. 

Brother B. W., of L., aged 68, a 
local preacher fifty years. Was by 
trade a travelling hawker. Suffers 
from sciatica. Wife aged 76. Has 
five children, one of whom allows his 
father 2s. 6d. per week. 

Brother G. E., of H., aged 65, a 
local preacher forty-nine years on one 
plan. Was a hosier's warehouseman. 
Suffers from hard and difficult breath- 
ing. His wife is 60 years of age, and 
she suffers from broken heidth. They 
have seven children, but none can 
render assistance. 

Brother G. J., of O., aged 60, a 
local preacher thirty-eight years. Is 
a widower. Has four children, who 
cannot help their father. Was a 
ganger on the railway, but lost his 
right leg in September, 1879. 

Brother W. F., of H., aged 65, a 
local preacher fifteen years. Has a 
wife aged 65, and three children, who 
are unable to help. Is a shoemaker 
by trade. Suffers from a bad cough, 
failing eyesight, and affection of the 
back, through constant bending of the 
body. 

Brother G. A., of D«, aged 73, a 
local preacher fifty years. His wife 
is dead, and all his six children are 
too poor to render him any help. Is 
B shoemaker by trade, earning 2s. per 
week. Suffers from failing eyesight 
and deafness. 

Brother E. L., of W., aged 69, a 
local preacher forty-seven years. Has 



a wife aged 77, and three children, 
who cannot help. Is a shoemaker, 
but has not been able to work for 
three years, and has no income. Suf- 
fers from gradual loss of sight, bent 
fingers, and rupture. Has been a 
member of the Association from its 
commencement. 

Brother E. B., of B., aged 78, a 
local preacher fifty years. Has seven 
children, but none can render assist* 
ance. A farm labourer. Suffers from 
gravel. 

Brother T. S., of M. B., aged 72, a 
local preacher forty-four years. Is a 
widower with three children, none of 
whom can assist their father. Is a 
tailor by trade, but can earn nothing. 
Suffers from failing eyesight, heart 
disease, and general incapacity. 

In concluding the review of the 
work of the year, the Committee 
would very gratefully render thanks 
to the Giver of all good for the mea- 
sure of success that has attended the 
work of the Association in the past. 
They are thankful for the oneness of 
thought and feeling that pervades all 
the meetings held in its behalf. They 
are grateful to the Circuit Ministers 
for their kind sympathy everywhere 
evinced. They feel, however, that 
yet greater success is practicable, and 
would be ensured if all its members 
in simple dependence upon the gui- 
dance and grace of God would 
steadily persevere in the prosecution 
of the work of making known the 
principles of the Association to the 
friends of Methodist Local Preachers. 
Again and again has the declaration 
been made by some who have proved 
fast friends, " Hitherto we have been 
in entire ignorance of your very exist- 
ence." The Committee feel that this 
reproach ought to be taken away; 
and to this end they ask the members 
now gathered together to see to it, 
that in their several circuits through- 
out the country they make known the 
work that is being done, and leave no 
effort untried to secure the adherence 
of Local Preachers themselves, and 
the augmentation of the numbers of 
Honorary Members. And to the 
loving hearts of Christian friends 
they would earnestly appeal for in- 
creased help, reminding . them of tha 
gracious assurance of the Master Him- 
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self, which if applicable at all is spe- 
cially so in the case of those who have 
spent their lives in His loyed employ : 
« Verily, I say onto yon, inasmuch as 



ye have done it nnto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it 
onto me." 
Bro. Sims read the Balance i 



Dr. 



GENERAL BALANCE A0C0X7NT. 



£ 8. d. 



1881,M*7l9. 

Joint Stock Aooonnt, being the en- 
tire property of the Aflsoeiatlon 
at the last Annual Meeting 11,667 18 

-Add ezceaa of income over the ex- 

penditnre this year 647 8 6 



8 



JBia,a04 17 2 



1881, May 19. 


£ 0. d. 


By £ll,e 


168 4s. 6d. Oon- 


sola. 


ftc, at cost price 1 


Pnrohaaed as follows : — 


j61100inTe8tedinl860 1060 10 


600 


ditto 


1861 48117 6 


1000 


ditto 


1869 989 18 9 


400 


ditto 


1868 889 10 


1000 


ditto 


1800 981 6 


700 


ditto 


1866 616 


800 


ditto 


1867 979 16 


100 


ditto 


1869 98 6 


900 


ditto 


1878 184 16 


400 


ditto 


1874 869 10 


1000 


ditto 


1876 987 7 6 


600 


ditto 


1878 478 17 6 


1000 


ditto 


1877 966 6 


1800 


ditto 


1878 1244 7 6 


1868 4b. 6d. New 


8 per Gents. 1879 1964 4 10 


800 


ditto 


1880 299 17 6 


600 


ditto 


1881 498 2 6 



Or. 

i. Li 
11,048 8 7 



iBll,168 48.6d. 

Gash in hands of Treasurer 1,16618 T 

£19^17 I 



18th June, 1881. 



Examined and found correct, 



J. LOCKWOOD, ) .^r^„ 



Dr. 



MAGAZINE FUBLISHINa AC00X7NT. 
£ s. d. 



To paper, printing, and stitching BOJSOO 

nnmoers, 1880 169 9 

To bindiog 81 yols 18 8 

Profit on the year 47 19 8 



£218 11 6 



By Bales, 1880:— 

29.888 numbers at 198. per 100 
1600 back numbers, as waste 
686 bound in 68 yols. 
Advertisements ... 



••• 



••• ••• ••• 

••• ••• ••• 



Less Publisher's GommlBsion 
98 pages of Adyertisements 




1918 t 



£179 7 I 
. 89 4 

£S1811 f 



MAGAZINE STOCK AOCOUNT. 



Dec. 1879 Stock in hand— numbers ... 16,888 
^ M 1880. Added this year 80,800 



Total 



• M ••• 



46,688 



1870. Sold in numbers, yols. and waste S^J 
Stockinhand ... 1^ 



*t 



18thJime,188L 



Examined and fonnd eonect, J. LOGEWOOD, 1 Amnaia 

W.TUBNSB, i..Sr 
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YEARLY ABSTRAOT OF CASH ACCOUNT. 



Or. 



1881, May 19. iB 8. d. d6 s. d. 

Balance in hand ... ... 1002 18 7 

Entrance Fees... 281 10 6 

Fines 2 12 6 

Legacies and Donations 1017 8 7 
Free Subscriptions ... 1144 17 7 
Members' Sabsorlptions 1874 1 

8800 10 2 

Dividends on i611,668 48. 6d. Con- 
sols and New Three per Gents. 840 17 8 
Profit on Local Preaohers' Mag. 47 19 8 

JB5191 19 8 



1881, May 19. 
Expenses on Remit- 
tances 8 19 4 

Withdrawals 6 8 

Annuities 1728 14 6 

9lok .•« ••• ... ... ••• Ulo 8 8 

Deaths ... ... 804 



& s. d. iB 8. d« 



t** ••• 



Oeneral Expenses .. 
Purchase of jBSOO Consols 
Balaooe in hand 



8168 6 

884 2 8 

498 2 6 

1166 18 7 

£6191 19 8 



June 18th, 1881. 



Examined and found correct, 



J. LOCKWOOD,! .^,,^,„ 
W. TURNEB, *|AUMT0B8. 



Bro. Milsom suggested that the 
account of Bro. Berry's visit to Aus- 
tralia should be embodied in the 
Report. 

Bro. Benson suggested that the 
amount granted to each annuitant 
should be stated ii^ the cases. 

Bro. Amphlett moved that the 
B.eport, as read, be accepted, adopted, 
and printed. Bro. Beavan suggested 
the omission of half the cases re- 
ported. Bros. Towne, Rose, Dr. 
Aldom, Oossons, Redman, Mason, 
Garter and Raper took part in the 
discussion; and, after Bro. Johnson 
had replied to the criticisms, Bro. 
Amphlett's motion was carried unani- 
mously. 

Bro. Dr. Aldom nominated as 
President for the year, Bro. S. M. 
Johnson, of Sheffield. Bro. Hume 
nominated Bro. J. S. Dyson of Thur- 
goland; but in deference to Bro. 
Dyson's request, who declined to be 
pnt in competition with Bro. Johnson, 
the nomination was withdrawn, 

Bro. Rose, of Aylesbury, nominated 
Bro. John Garter as Treasurer. 

Bro. Durley nominated Bro. Thos. 
Chamberlain as Honorary Secretary. 

Bro. Harding, of Sydenham, nomi-' 
nated Bro. A. R. Johnson as Go. 
Honorary Secretary. 

On the motion of Bro. A. R. 
Johnson, seconded by Bro. Gossons, 
it was unanimously resolved to elect 
three Trustees. 

Bro. J. Garter nominated Bro. S. 
D. Waddy, Q.C. 

Bro. Durley nominated Bro. Thos. 
Gole. 



Bro. Harding, of Shaftesbury, 
nominated Bro. J. Dyson, J.P. 

Bro. Amphlett recommended Bro. 
H. K. Atkinson as new member of 
Gommittee. Bro. Harding, of Syden- 
ham, did the like for Bro. J. B. 
Allen, and Bro. A. R. Johnson did the 
same for Bro. Gaptain Smith. 

The General Secretary informed 
the meeting that by pure inadvertence 
he had omitted putting the name of 
Bro. Redman on the voting papers, 
but he had been duly nominated at 
the proper time. It was, therefore, 
unanimously resolved that Bro. Red- 
man's name be put upon the list. 

The voting papers were distributed, 
and Hymn 480 was sung. 

After an interval, the Scrutineers 
reported that the following elections 
were unanimous : 

President— S. M. Johnson. 

Treasurer — John Garter. 

Hon. Secretaries — Thos. Ghamber- 
lain, A. Russell Johnson, 

Trustees— S. D. Waddy, Q.G., 
Thomas Gole, J. Dyson, J.P. 

Bro. Madder, in vacating the chair, 
was thankful that the lot had fedlen 
upon Bro. S. M. Johnson to carry on 
the work which it had been his great- 
est joy to participate in. He had to 
present him with the President's 
Bible, which to him had been such a 
source of comfort, when he had been 
overwhelmed in reading the load of 
letters that came to him day by day. 
This Book he had taken with him 
wherever he went, and sought counsel 
of his Father in heaven, and had ever 
found the grace he needed. Not the 
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least amongst his gifts was the Presi- 
dent's Box. While it had been in his 
care it had never been '* To let." It 
was introduced to all visitors at his 
own home. The first thing he did for 
the old men was to preach from the 
text on the Box, " Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it 
nnto Me." He hoped that the new 
President would do good service in his 
year of office, and that God would 
bless him abundantly in his work. 

Brother Johnson here took the 
chair, and stated that the brethren 
would not expect any lengthened re- 
marks at that period. He was but 
comparatively a young member ; but 
he thanked them heartily for the 
honour they had conferred. He 
seriously questioned where they would 
get another President like the last to 
travel five or six thousand miles at his 
own expense. But he was surrounded 
by good colleagues. His heart was 
entirely with the objects ot the Asso- 
ciation, and he would endeavour to 
imitate the example of his prede- 
cessor in making its objects known. 
His happiest friendships had been 
formed amongst Local Preachers; 
amongst whom he had been numbered 
for twenty-three years. He had 
known what the dreary part of a 
Local Preacher's life was. He, like 
others, had read hard books, and dry 
books ; had written late at night and 
early in the morning; but he had 
known the joys of the Local Preacher's 
life too, and he felt that there was no 
higher joy than to preach the Gospel 
to his fellows ; and he could heartily 
sing— 

" Happy, if with my latest breath, 
I may but gasp His name ; 
Preach Him to all, and cry in death, 
Behold, behold the Lamb." 

Bro. A. B. Johnson moved, and 
Bro. Dr. Aldom seconded, That our 
best thanks be given to Bro. G. S. 
Madder for the efficient manner in 
which he has discharged the duties 
of the Presidency. Tliis having been 
carried with acclamation, Bro. Mad- 
der responded, declaring that the 
thanks did not all belong to him. He 
was thankful for the confidence of his 
brethren. He had not done all he 



wanted. He had not done all he 
might had he had the co-operation he 
had expected. But others had helped. 
Bro. Benson had gone all over Sng- 
land with him. Bro. Milsom had 
been with him to Plymoath, and 
Swindon, and other places in the 
South. Bro. Bose had gone with him 
to various Circuits ; but they had afl 
done the work for Christ's sake. 

The President announced that the 
Bev. David Barley, the Saperinten- 
dent of the Carver Street Circuit, was 
present, and the brethren, would 
doubtless like to hear a word or two 
from him. 

The Rev. Gentleman was warmly 
greeted; and he congratulated the 
President on his position, and ex- 
pressed his sympathy for the brethren 
in their work. Had he known he 
would have been called upon to 
speak, he thought he should have 
stayed at home, but he was gratifiyed 
in looking round the aaaemibly and 
remembering that they were all men 
of God, doing service for the Mastec 
He had known the cares and anxieties 
of the Local Preacher's Ufe. He had 
known what it was to be in bnsinesB 
at seven in the morning; and ka 
three months in the year not to leave 
off work till long past midnight, 
especially on the Saturday, and then 
on the following day to have to preach 
in a neighbouring village. On one 
occasion he had fairly broken down, 
but the lady of the establishment 
where he was brought him some caSoe 
to revive him. But while he knew 
the trials, he also knew the joys that 
Local Preachers had. The Master was 
pre-eminently with them. One occa- 
sion was conspicuously present to his 
mind. He had been preaching in the 
morning in a *' strait jacket," and he 
had to stay and preach to the same 
congregation in the evening. Trem- 
bling like an aspen leaf, he enteosd 
the pulpit, and opening the Hymn- 
book, the first words that canght his 
eye were^ 

" Snrromided 1^ a host of foes.*' 

The " strait jacket " was forgotten, 
all his fears were gone, and he had a 
'* good time." The vUlage chapels 
read us many lessons ; they are often 
landmarks in our spiritual history. 
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It had been his privilege to take part 
in the Services of the Association at 
its meeting in Hull. There were not 
many whom he knew in the flesh, bat 
he was heartily glad to welcome them 
all ; and it seemed to him that if there 
were any who were particularly dear 
to the heart of God, it was the worn- 
ont local preacher, who was laid 
aside from active service; who, in 
necessity, was calmly waiting for the 
dawn of the eternal day. He was 
glad to hear that the President, look- 
ing to the roles, had the objects of the 
Association steadily before him, and 
was determined to prosecute them. 
Who could find fault with the Local 
Preachers' Mutual- Aid Association? 
He was glad to know that it was not 
drooping or dying out ; and he trusted 
that it would have yet greater vivacity 
and power. They were in the true 
apostolic succession ; souls were saved 
through their instrumentality, and he 
trusted they would continue to aU 
time, and at last sing the praises of 
the Lamb before the Throne of God. 

Bro. Milsom proposed, Bro. Mad- 
der seconded, That the best thanks of 
itxe meeting be given to Bro. Benson 
for his services during the year. 
This was carried unanimously, and 
Bro. Benson responded. 

Bro. Madder proposed, Bro. Durley 
seconded, Bro. Rose supported, a vote 
of thanks to the Treasurer for his 
services. This also was carried 
unanimously, and Bro. J. Carter 
responded. 

Bro. Wright proposed, Bro. Dr. 
Aldom seconded, Bro. Gossons sup- 
ported, a vote of thanks to Bros. T. 
Chamberlain and A. B. Johnson for 
their services during the year. This 
motion was passed unanimously, and 
Bro. A. R. Johnson responded. 

Bro. Madder proposed, Bro, Alder- 
man Dowsing seconded, and Bro. 
Milsom supported, a vote of thanks 
to Bro. Sims, which, being also unani- 
mously carried, Bro. Sims duly 
acknowledged. 

Hymn 679 was sung, and the 
President pronounced the benediction. 

The Afternoon Session was opened 
by singing Hymn 600, and prayer 
was offered by Bro. Waddington. 

The Minutes of the Morning Ses- 
sion were read and confirmed. 



Bro.Berry, of Faversham, presented 
the following letter : 

Botanical Gardens, Geelong, 
Victoria, Australia, 

March 18, 1881. 
To the President, Fathers t andBreth' 
ren of the Wesley an Local Preach- 
ers* Association, England. 
Greeting. 

Dear Brethren,— We have recently 
been privileged to have amongst us 
one of the members of your body 
whom it has been our delight to 
honour, and who by his presence at 
our Aggregate Meeting in Sandhurst, 
and by his earnest labour in our pul- 
pits during his stay, has greaUy 
endeared himself to us, and whom we 
have asked to bear to you this ex- 
pression of our sincere affection. 

Brother Benjamin G. Berry, in 
compliance with that request will, 
we hope, be spared and enabled at 
your next Aggregate Meeting to 
assure you of our deep interest in the 
work with which you are identified ; 
the eagerness with which we devour 
the reports published in reference to 
it ; and the endeavour we are making 
to follow in this colony your example. 
Many of our number, while in the 
dear old land, which we love still to 
call Home, were members with you, 
and although some who were very 
dear to us have gone from you to the 
Home above, and also from us to the 
same blessed rest, others yet remain 
to transmit to posterity the savour of 
their names, and to stir up the young 
men who replenish the ranks to acts 
of self-denial for the glory of God and 
the comforting of His saints. 

Permit us, then, dear brethren, to 
express to you through and by, as our 
representative, Bro. B. G. Berry, our 
great love to you ; and at the same time 
to say how delighted we should be at 
any time to welcome to our hearts 
and homes any brother who may be 
deputed by you to attend our Annual 
Meeting, or who may under other cir- 
cumstances visit this colony. 

On behalf and by request of the 
Wesleyan Local Preachers Associa- 
tion of Aastralia in Aggregate Meet- 
ing assembled, I am, Mr. President, 
and dear Fathers and Brethren, 
Affectionately yours, 
John Bu>DENB£AaT, President. 
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The consideration of this letter was 
postponed. 

Bro. Thompson moved, Bro. Ben- 
son seconded, that the Map^azine he 
continaed as heretofore. This reso- 
lution gave rise to a great deal of 
discossion, and Bro. Cossons moved 
an amendment, which was seconded 
by Bro. Garrett, that the Editorial 
staff be increased by the addition of 
Bros. Dr. Aldom, J. Milsom, A. R. 
Johnson, and J. Lockwood. Bros. 
Bedman, Berry, Milsom, Harding, 
Ruddock, Madder, Beavan, Lock- 
wood, Hardy, J. Garter and Daws 
took part in the discussion, and the 
amendment was carried by a large 
majority. When put as a substantive 
motion, it was carried unanimously. 

The Scrutineers reported the fol- 
lowing elections as members of Com- 
mittee: H. K. Atkinson 135 votes; 
J. Neal, 127; Captain J. Smith, 122 ; 
S. M. Johnson, 121 ; J. K. Redman, 
111 ; £. Benson, 100 ; A. R. John- 
son, 97 ; Alderman Dowsing, 91 ; M. 
L. Clapham, 76 ; J. Towne, 63. 

Bro. Rose moved that the best 
thanks of the meeting be presented to 
the editors for their past services. 
This was seconded by Bro. Wright, 
and carried unanimously. The vote 
was acknowledged by Bro. W. B. 
Carter. 

Bro. A. R. Johnson then read the 
** Notices of Motion," and suggested 
that No. 5 should be taken first, as it 
bore upon all the others. This 
having been adopted, Bro. Milsom 
moved, in place of Bro. T. Chamber- 
lain, in whose name the notice stood, 
" That a clause be added to Rule 59 
requiring a majority of two-thirds of 
votes given before any alteration of 
the rules can be made." 

The 59th Rule is as follows : <* The 
Annual Meeting shall have power 
only to alter or rescind any of the 
Rules of the Association at each third 
meeting after the year 1872. And 
no motion for altering the Rules 
shall then be entertained unless 
notice thereof shall have been given 
to the General Secretary six month's 
previously." 

The motion was seconded by Bro. 
Redman, and Bros. Perkins, Benson, 
Hume, Laycock, J. Carter and Berry 
took part in the discussion, and the 



motion was ultimately carried with 
two dissentients. 

Notice No. 1, also in the name of 
Bro. T. Chamberlain, was then moved 
by Dr. Aldom, and seconded by Bro. 
Harding. ''To make a Rule re- 
quiring the Trustees to send a copy 
of the Report and Balance-SheetB 
yearly to the Conference, or annaal 
assemblies of the bodies whose local 
preachers are eligible for membership 
in our Association." Bros. Milsom, 
Raper, Courtnall, Neal, Daws, and 
Benson took part in the discossion. 
Bro. Beavan moved an amendment to 
leave out the words from " To " t& 
" Trustees,*' and insert in their place 
the words, '* That it be an instruction 
to the General Secretary." This was 
seconded by Bro. Raper, and even- 
tually carried. When put as a sub- 
stentive motion, it was carried with a 
few dissentients. 

Bro. Milsom moved Notice No. 2. 
'' To add a clause to Rule 29 which 
shall make all annuitante exempt 
from the payment of subscriptions." 

Rule 29 is as follows : " A subscrip- 
tion of 128. per annum shall be paid 
by each member. The payments to 
be made quarterly, in the months of 
January, April, July, and October." 

Bro. Hovey seconded the motion, 
and the question was argued by 
Bros. Neal, Durley, Garrett, Thomp- 
son, W. B. Carter, Madder, Rose, 
Mitehell, Sails, Bennett, Towne, J. 
Barratt, and Hardy. Bro. Milsom 
replied, and 88 voted for the motion, 
but a large majority voted against it, 
and it was consequeotiy lost. 

Bro. Towne closed the sitting with 
prayer. 

Tuesday's Sittino. 

On Tuesday morning the President 
took the chair at half-past nine. 
Hymn 659 was sung, the 27th Psalm 
was read, and Bros. Laycock and 
Cossons engaged in prayer. 

The minutes of Monday afternoon's 
meeting were read and confirmed. 

Bro. Milsom read a letter he had 
received from Bro. T. Chamberlain. 

By permission of the chairman, 
Bro. Amphlett moved that the follow- 
ing petition be signed by the Presi- 
dent, and forwarded to the Bigbt 
Hon. A. J, Mundella, M.P. 
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" To the Honourable the Commons 
of Great Britain and Ireland in Par- 
liament assembled. 

•'The humble petition of the Ag- 
gregate Meeting of Local Preachers 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Local 
Preachers Mutual-Aid Association, 
representing 2,867 benefit members, 
and 792 honorary members, assem- 
bled at Sheffield, June 2l8t, 1881, 

'' Sheweth— 

** That your petitioners believe that 
the sale of intoxicating liquors on 
Sunday is a special source of intem- 
perance, immorality, and crime. 
Your petitioners, therefore, pray your 
honourable House to pass a bill stop- 
ping such sale during the whole of 
Sunday, and your petitioners will 
ever pray." 

The motion was seconded by Bro. 
Alderman Dowsing, and unanimously 
carried. 

Acceding to a special request, the 
consideration of where the next 
Annual Meeting shall be, was entered 
upon, and Bro. Parsons gave a cordial 
invitation for the next Annual Meet- 
ing to be held at Leicester. Bro. 
Collier supported the invitation, as 
did Bros. Turtle and Towne. Bro. 
Bose moved, Bro. Gibson seconded, 
that the invitation be accepted, and 
it was carried unanimously. 

Bro. Madder moved that the ques- 
tion of Ways and Means be con- 
sidered before the notices of motion 
were further entered upon. Bro. Rose 
seconded this. Bro. Amphlett moved 
that the order of the day be con- 
sidered. This was seconded by Bro. 
Gossons, and carried by a large 
majority. 

Bro. Milsom moved the 3rd Notice, 
which was in the name of Bro. T. 
Chamberlain, "To divide the Sick 
and Funeral Fund from the Annui- 
tant, or Benevolent Fund, and to 
provide — 

a. That a certain proportion of 
the dividends from invest- 
ments be paid yearly (say one- 
half) to each fund, so sepa- 
rated. 

b. Or, that the said investments 
be equaUy divided between the 
said fundB. 



c. To provide that the working 
expenses shall be divided 
equally, and so paid by each 
fund. 

The motion was seconded by Bro. 
Beavan. Bros. Cropper, Towne, 
Benson, Thompson, Hardy, Aldom, 
Harding, Garrett, and Madder took 
part in the discussion, and the motion 
was rejected by a large majority. 

Bro. Dyson conoluded the sitting 
with prayer. 

The brethren adjourned to the cha- 
pel to attend tlie Sacramental service. 
It was commenced by the singing of 
Hymn 433. Prayer was offered by 
Hev. John Adcock, after which Hymn 
430 was sung. An address to the 
brethren was then given by Rev. 
Henry Hastling, chairman of the 
Sheffield District. Hymn 807 was 
sung, and the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper administered by Hevs. H. 
Hastling, D. Barley, John Pearson, 
George E. Young, J. Adcock, and J. 
Thornley. 

The service was concluded by the 
singing of Hymn 912 and prayer. 

Afternoon Session. 

The afternoon session was begun by 
singing Hymn 672, and Bro, Harding 
engaged in prayer. 

The minutes of the morning meet- 
ing were read and confirmed. 

Bro. Andrew moved that as time 
was rapidly passing, the remaining^ 
motions be made and voted on with- 
out discussion, but not finding a 
seconder the motion fell through. 

Bro. Milsom then moved, and Bro. 
Wright seconded, that we sit till six 
o'clock, then adjourn for half an hour, 
resume business at half-past six, and 
continue sitting till business is con- 
cluded. 

Bro. Rose moved as an amend- 
ment, that we sit till six, and resume 
business at half-past nine to-morrow 
morning. This was seconded hj 
Bro. Durley. 

When put to the vote S3 voted for 
the amendment and 81 against. When 
put as a substantive motion 83 voted 
for it, and 40 against. 

Bro. A. H. Johnson then moved 
that we sit till half-past five, resume 
business at six, and carry on for a 
reasonable time, if not then finished^ 
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that we resume at half-past nine to- 
morrow morning. This having been 
seconded was pat to the meeting, and 
carried by a large majority. 

The subject of Ways and Means 
was again introduced, and it was 
resolved that it be at once considered 
before the "Notices of Motion" be 
resumed. 

Bro. Rose then moved, and Bro. 
Madder seconded, '* That the follow- 
ing names of brethren form a sub- 
oommittee in each district of Metho- 
dism, with power to add to their 
number, and with whom the General 
Committee may from time to time 
* communicate, with the view of facili- 
tating the matter of 'Ways and 
Means/ and thereby securing the 
greater financial success of the Asso- 
ciation." (Names read.) 

Bros. Berry, Collier, Cossons, Lay- 
cock, Redman, and Milsom took part 
in the discussion. An amendment 
was moved that the President, Trea- 
surer, and Secretary of each branch 
should form a sub-committee for their 
own neighbourhood, and in the dis- 
cussion which ensued, besides the 
brethren already mentioned, Bros. 
Dixon, Learoyd, Amphlett, Webster, 
and Leathley took partr Eventually 
the following list of names was agreed 
upon, with a few dissentients. 

First and Second London Districts 
— The London Members of the Gene- 
ral Committee. 

Bedford, Northampton, and Oxford 
Districts — Bros. Benson, Madder, 
Rose, Perkins, Milsom, Nash. 

Kent District — ^Bros. Berry, G. 
Johnson, Eingsland, Richardson, 
Crouch. 

Norwich and Lynn District — Bros. 
Chamberlin, Daws, Cossons, Ben- 
nett, Jermyn. 

Portsmouth District — Bros. Jarratt, 
Herring. 

Devonport District — ^Bros.Dingley, 
Elliott, and the Camelford Secretary. 
Cornwall District — Bros. Triggs, 
Cock, Cardell, and Williams. 

Exeter District — Bros. Brooke, 
Gould. 

Bristol District— Bros. Stephens, 
Beavan, Raper. 

Bath District— Bros. Fussell, Line, 
Bush. 

Birmingham District— Bros. Clay, 



Coleman, Hockey, Lancaster, Dent 
Rice. 

Macclesfield District — ^Bros. Ham 
mond, Goodwin, McKee, Allen, Hal 
den. 

Liverpool District— Bros. Swas 
brick, Ford, Marshall, Pickering 
Lloyd, Hazlehurst, Mason. 

Manchester District — Bros. An 
drew, Twemlow, Leach, Taylor, Bose 
Stockton. 

Bolton District- Bros. Goodaere 
Gaskell, Barlow, Shufflebotham. 

Halifax and Bradford District— 
Bros. Laycock, Redmnnd, Garrett, 
Hawkins, Ruddock, Waiddington, 
Haigh, Sykes. 

Leeds District — ^Bros. Mawson, 
Tomlinson, M. Atkinson, E. Braim- 
bridge, A. Learoyd. 

Sheffield District— The President 
and Bros. T. Cole, Turtle, Home, 
Littlewood, Hovey, Thompson, Mars- 
den. 

Nottingham and Derby District— 
Bros. W. B. Carter, Towue, Row- 
land, Scoffield, Collier, Barber, Sin- 
man. 

Lincoln District — Bros. Salmon, 
Haigh, Mawer, Hallam, Borkett, 
Smith. Wyatt, Oldgate. 

Hull District — Bros. Dowsing, 
Mitchell, Andrew, Tomlinson. 

York District — Bros. J. Webster, 
G. Wain, J. R. Hill, B. Pawson, J. 
E. Wood. 

Newcastle District — Bros. Lawson, 
Clarke, Scott, Lee, Golightly. 

Carlisle District — Bros. Palmer, 
Westmoreland, Beck. 

Whitby and Darlington Districts— 
The Treasurers and Secretaries of the 
branches. 

Bro. Milsom moved, and Bro. Bed- 
man seconded, that the President 
appoint a Secretary to correspond 
with these several branches. Agreed. 
Bro. Milsom then moved Notice 
No. 4, ** To provide a sliding scale of 
payments and receipts by the mem- 
bers as follows, viz., members paying 
as now, to receive as now ; members 
paying 4s. per quarter to receive lOs. 
per week; members paying Os. per 
quarter to receive 15s. per week." 

The motion was seconded by Bro. 
Parsons. 

Bro. Cossons moved as an amend- 
ment, ''That before any action is 
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taken an Actuary be appointed to 
examine into the accounts, and report 
to the brethren." This was seconded 
by Bro. Wright. 

Bros. Taylor, Towne, Hume, Fel- 
stead, EQnchliffe, A. R. Johnson, 
Raper, Durley, H. Rose, Turner, and 
Harding took part in the discussion. 

Bro. Milsom replied, and on a show 
of hands, 39 voted for the amend- 
ment, and 87 against. When put as 
a substantive motion, 23 voted for and 
^2 against, the result being that both 
motion and amendment were lost. 

As Bro. Amphlett had to leave to 
attend the Temperance meeting, per- 
mission was given him to move 
Notice No. 17, which was seconded 
by Bro. Redman. In Rule 15 to add, 
"and within twelve months after 
membership ceases." 

Rule 15 is as follows: '* Should 
ftny member cease to be connected 
with this Association, the General 
Committee shall have power to return 
him any part, or the whole of the 
subscriptions paid by him. This 
power to be exercised only in cases of 
poverty and distress." 

The motion was carried unani- 
mously. 

Bro. A. K. Johnson moved Notice 
No. 7, to omit the words ** or Indepen- 
dent " from Rule 2. 

Rule 2 is as foUows : '* This Asso- 
ciation (with the exception mentioned 
in Rule 53) shall consist of accredited 
Local Preachers in Great Britain 
who belong to the Wesleyan Metho- 
dist Connexion, the Reform or Inde- 
pendent Methodist Churches, and the 
United Methodist Free Churches." 

The motion was seconded by Bro. 
Bedman, and carried unanimously: 
^ Bro. A. R. Johnson, in moving no- 
tice No. 6, stated that twelve months 
had passed since the notice was 
given ; but on a careful examination 
of the balance sheets for the last four 
years, he was reluctantly driven to 
the conclusion, that he must ask per- 
mission to modify the notice. He 
therefore moved that, the Committee 
shonld be granted power to increase 
annuities in extreme oases to 7s. per 
week. 

The motion was seconded by Bro. 
Madder, supported by Bros. Milsom 
and Towne, and carried unanimously. 



The President then pronounced the 
benediction. 

Evening Session. 

The Evening Sessipn was begun by 
singing Hymn 1, and Bro. Marsden 
engaged in prayer. 

The Minutes of the Afternoon Ses- 
sion were read and confirmed. 

Bro. Little wood obtained permission 
to move Notice No. 11 out of its turn, 
that the 42ad Rule should read as 
follows : " The General Committee 
shall have power, in cases of extreme 
poverty, to allow the widows of Local 
Preachers (deceased members of the 
Association) a weekly sum not ex- 
ceeding 3s. 6d." 

The motion was seconded by Bro. 
Madder. 

An amendment was moved by Bro. 
Garrett, and seconded by Bro. J. 
Carter, that the addition should be 6d. 
instead of Is.; but it was subse- 
quently withdrawn, and the original 
motion was carried with 1 dissentient. 

Bro. Durley, in place of Bro. Rose, 
then moved notices Nos. 8 and 9. 

8. That Rule 29 read as follows : 

" A subscription of fifteen shillings 
per annum shall be paid by each 
benefit member. The payments to 
be made quarterly, in the months of 
January, April, July, and October." 

9. That Rule 36 read as follows: 
"The allowance to members in 

sickness shall be 10s. per week for 
the first twenty- six weeks, and 7s. 
per week for the succeeding twenty- 
six weeks. Any member relinquish- 
ing his sick pay, and afterwards 
claiming relief within six calendar 
months, shall receive a continuance 
of the same weekly amount that ha 
was receiving untH the number of 
weeks be fulfilled as above. Should 
the affliction of any member assume 
a more permanent form, the General 
Committee shall have power in such 
cases to allow a weekly sum not ex- 
ceeding 5s. If a member relinquish 
the last named weekly amount under 
this Rule, an interval of twelvemonths 
must elapse before he can claim the 
full sick pay of 10s. per week. Such 
alterations to commence in the month 
of January, 1882." 

Bro. Madder seconded the motion, 
and Bros. A. R. Johnson, Garrett 
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Home, XJnnflon, Hardy, Towne, and 
Thompson took part in the diiBcnS' 
aion, and the motion was ultimately 
zcjjected. 

Bro. Sima for Bro. Benson moved 
Notice 10, "That Bale 55 be re- 
scinded." 

Bro. Madder seconded the motion. 
Bros. Thompson, Andrew and Turtle 
spoke on the question, and on a show 
of hands the necessary majority was 
seenred by the President frying his 
casting vote for the motion. 

Bro. A. R. Johnson suggested that 
Notice No. 12 should be postponed 
until the l^rust Deed was considered. 
Agreed. 

Bro. Andrew moved notice, No. IS, 
Bnle 3, to read, " The objects of the 
Association shall be to afford relief to 
its members in sickness, extreme 
poverty, and old age ; also to provide 
a sum of money payable at death, 
and to give relief to the needy widows 
of deceased members." 

The motion was seconded by Bro. 
White. 

Bro. Cottrell moved an amendment 
to substitute the words " necessitous 
circumstances " for "extreme poverty," 
which Bro. Grarrett seconded. 

This amendment Bro. Andrew 
accepted. 

Bros. Savage, Madder, Cropper, 
Harding, Cole, Hardy and Turner 
took part in the discussion, and the mo- 
tion was rejected by a large majority. 

Bro. Andrew moved notice 14 in 
Rule 19. The words, " in London" 
to be omitted. 

Bro. Cossons seconded the motion, 
and it was carried unanimously. 

Bro. Andrew moved notice No. 15, 
to add to Bule 48, " No member re- 
tained under this Rule shall have any 
claim to superannuation allowance." 
Rule 48 is as follows : *' If a member, 
from any cause whatever, except im- 
morality, cease to be a Local Preacher, 
but desire to continue a member, the 
members of the Association in his own 
Circuit shall consider his case, and 
immediately report their decision to 
the General Committee. If the deci- 
sion of the General Committee be in 
his favour, he shall be continued a 
member ; but if against him, he shall 
have a right of appeal to the Annual 
Meeting." 



Bro. Hume seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

As Notice No 16 was dependent 
upon the adoption of No. 13, and that 
having been rejected. Notice No. 16 
necesnirily fell through. 

Bro. Garrett moved the last notice, 
No. 18 : " That each member of the 
Committee be responsible for ten 
pounds for the time he holds office, 
which would be some guarantee for 
the safety of our funds ; " but in 
deference to the expressed wish of a 
lai^e number of brethren, he withdrew 
the motion. 

The question of the proposed Trust 
Deed was then considered, and Bro. 
Andrew moved his notices in refer- 
ence thereto. 

First, in the preamble to leave oat 
the words, " or Independent." 

This was seconded by Bro. Cossons, 
and carried unanimously. 

Second. In line 27, on second page, 
after " Chairman and General Secre- 
tary for the time being," to add, 
"and two members of the General 
Committee." 

This was seconded by Bro. Mad- 
der, and also carred unanimously. 

Third. In line 15, on third page, 
after *' sickness,'* to insert ** extreme 
temporal necessity.'* 

This was seconded by Bro. Mil- 
8om, but rejected by a large majority. 

Bro. Gtirrett moved, Bro. J. Garter 
seconded. That the names of all the 
Trustees, including those newly 
elected, be inserted in the Deed. 

This was carried nem. eon. 

Bro. Andrew moved, Bro. Bed- 
mond seconded, ** That it be an in- 
struction to the General Committee, 
that in all future editions of the 
Report and Rules, it be stated where 
the Trust Deed is deposited%" 

This was agreed to. 

Bro. Madder proposed, Bro. Mil- 
som seconded, that the Trust Deed 
with these alterations be accepted, 
completed, and enrolled. Carried 
unanimously. 

Bro. A. B. Johnson reminded the 
brethren of the request of the Com- 
mittee embodied in their Report for 
instruction as to the investment of the 
funds. It was unanimously resolved 
that they remain as they are. 

The question was asked by Bxo» 
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Andrew who it is who receives the 
dividends when due. It being an- 
swered by the Treasurer that the 
Honorary Secretary had hitherto 
received them, it was moved by Bro. 
Madder, seconded by Bro. Ootterill, 
and carried unanimously, that in 
fature all interest and dividends when 
dne be at once received direct by the 
Treasurer. 

Keferring to the letter presented 
irom the Australian brethren by Bro. 
Berry, it was proposed by Bro. A. R. 
Johnson, seconded by Bro. Milsom, 
and carried unanimously, that the 
Oeneral Committee at their next 
meeting take their letter into con- 
sideration, and send a fraternal 
acknowledgment to the President of 
the Australian Association. 

Bro. Learoyd moved that the best 
thanks of the brethren be presented 
to Bev. Henry Hastling for his kind, 
faithful, affectionate, and brotherly 
address given this morning at the 
Sacramental Service. This was 
seconded by Bro. Bedman. Bro. J. 
Carter moved tliat a request be also 
presented that, if practicable, the rev. 
gentleman will kindly furnish his 
notes, so that they may be inserted in 
the Magazine ; this addition was 
seconded by Bro. Eccles, and when 
submitted to the meeting was carried. 

Bro. Madder proposed, Bro. Thomp- 
son seconded, that the best thanks of 
the meeting be presented to the 
ministers and trustees of the various 
chapels for their kindness in placing 
those premises at the service of the 
Association. Carried unanimously. 

Bro. A. B. Johnson moved, Bro. 
Milsom seconded, Bro. Learoyd sup- 
ported, and it was carried with accla- 
niation, that our best thanks be 
presented to the kind friends who 
have so hospitably entertained the 
various representatives. Bro. T. Cole 
responded to this vote. 

Bro. Towne moved, Bro. Hardy 
seconded, and it also was carried una- 
nimously, that our best thanks be 
presented to the local officers and 
Committee who have so admirably 
carried out the various arrangements 
for the Anniversary. Bro. Turtle 
responded. 

The Minutes of the Session were 
then read and confirmed. Hymn 



1007 was sung, and the meeting con- 
cluded with prayer by Bro. Madder 
and the President. 



MONDAY, JUNE 20. 
Evening Meeting. 

A largely-attended public meeting 
was held in Carver Street Chapel at 
seven o'clock in the evening Bro. J. 
Dyson, J.P., of Thurgoland, presided, 
and he was supported on the platform 
by the President, ex-President, and 
several of the prominent Bepresenta- 
tives. Hymn 857 having been sung, 
and prayer offered by the Bev. D. 
Barley, * 

Bro. A. B. Johnson read the Be- 
port, which was submitted to the 
Bepresentatives at the morning 
meeting. 

The Chairman said they would 
perceive from ' the Beport to which 
they had just listened, that they 
had beenfcalled together that even- 
ing that there might be put before 
them the cause, condition, and the 
objects of the Local Preachers' Mu- 
tual-Aid Association ; and in putting 
the Beport before them, the desire 
was that they should enlist their sym- 
pathy and that they should secure 
their future patronage and support. 
They might support this institution 
by a large and liberal collection on 
the present occasion. They had not 
an opportunity in Sheffield every 
year of contributing to a collection of 
this Fund. Although they might not 
be Local Preachers, they could be- 
come annual subscribers to the funds 
by giving 10s. 6d., or five guineas 
every year. It was to those before 
him that the Local Preachers looked 
for support to the institution by be- 
coming members of the Association. 
They might reason in their minds, 
that they might never require its 
benefits or want its help — and he 
trusted by the blessing of God they 
never should— but, provided they 
never did want any assistance, it 
would be a consolation to them, and 
a pleasant reflection to think that 
they had been regular contributors as 
members of the 'Association- for the 
benefit of others. The Local Preachers, 
as they all knew, were a body of men 
raised by the special providence of 
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God, and have become an integral 
part, and a most important part, of 
the Methodist organisation. (Ap- 
planse.) He said they were raised 
by the special providence of God, 
because the commencement of lay 
preaching amongst them took place 
at a time when public prejudice 
and high notions of Charch order and 
ecclesiastical order, and ecclesiastical 
position, were dead against the idea 
of a layman preaching the Gospel, as 
altogeUier irregular and out of order ; 
and they seemed to arise by Divine 
Providence, because no person con- 
nected with the rise of lay preaching 
amongst them seemed to have any 
design on his part, or on their part, 
80 far to depart from what was con- 
sidered to be ecclesiastical order and 
ecclesiastical regularity. They re- 
membered, and no doubt many of 
them read, that John Wesley, having 
formed a small society in London, 
left that society in charge of Thomas 
Maxwell, a man who had been brought 
to God in connection with his labours, 
and he went down to Bristol. While 
there. Maxwell, in trying to serve the 
interests of these Christians under 
his care, was induced to proceed some- 
what beyond the ordinary exhortation 
and counsel; that was, to expound 
certain passages of the Word of God, 
and so to preach the Gospel and make 
known the mind and will of God to 
the people. Information of this came 
to the ears of John Wesley at Bristol, 
whence he hastened to London, and 
arrived evidently agitated and de- 
pressed in connection with this work. 
His mother seeing he was agitated 
made inquiry, and got the reply, 
** Maxwell has turned preacher, but I 
will stop him." "John,** said his 
mother, " take care what you do to 
that young man. Hear him; that 
man is as surely called to preach the 
Gospel as you are." (Cheers.) That 
was a word spoken in season, and he 
Inspected the advice calmly, dis- 
passionately, like the great, godly 
man he was ; heard Maxwell preach. 
Having heard him preach, he was so 
satisfied of his gifts and of the hand 
of God in this work, that he dared not 
interfere. (Applause.) In looking at 
the history of Methodism, it always 
struck him that John Wesley was 



specially raised by God to bring about 
in this country, and to extend it to 
other countries, a grand and glorioog 
revival of religion — (applause)— tme, 
vital, experimental, heartfelt rehgion, 
and in such work God was with him ; 
and when God works none can hinder. 
No matter how strong may be the 
established ecclesiastical usages of an 
age, how extensively they may be 
patronised and held up by the force 
and habits of the times, and public 
opinion, and prejudices of the times, 
when God makes manifest His power, 
when He revives His work, when Ha 
brings it to a crisis, and if a multitude 
of souls must be won for ChriBt, 
ecclesiastical systems, however strong, 
must become sufficiently flexible to be 
in harmony with the Word of God, 
and to be compatible with that work; 
and if they are not in harmony and 
not compatible with the work, wise 
men and good men, who live by the 
Spirit of God, as John Wesley, will 
see their only way is to set them 
aside. And so in more instances than 
one John Wesley set aside what 
seemed to be to his mind before neces- 
sary order and necessary regularity. 
(Applause.) It came to this crisis; 
souls must be saved — saved by hun- 
dreds ; the vital power of the (Gospel 
must win its way, in order or disorder, 
regularly or irregularly, on conse- 
crated ground or out of doors (ap- 
plause) the work must be done. 
John Nelson, who was a stonemason 
in London, came to reside at Birstal, 
a village in this neighbourhood, where 
he commenced local preaching en- 
tirely without any design in hii 
plans. It was a marvellous thing, 
and it was highly creditable to John 
Wesley, and it betrayed heroism on 
his part which we could not suffi- 
ciently value in these days ; and it 
also showed that he followed the 
teachings of the Spirit of God, whea 
he set aside his High Church princi- 
ples and his strong prejudices with 
regard to order, when he accepted 
this work of God, when he patronised 
and supported tiiat which he pur- 
posed in the beginning to crush and 
destroy. (AppUuse.) In 1788 there 
was a Conference, fifty years after 
the commencement of lay preaching, 
and three years before the death of 
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John Wesley, and in that Conference 
one topic of conversation was the 
separation of the Methodists from the 
Church. The whole conversation 
as summed up by Mr. Wesley — ^for he 
controlled, as they remembered, and 
governed everything himself (laughter) 
—was given in the records of his life. 
This summing np showed, first, that 
in the course of fifty years they had 
neither premeditated nor willingly 
varied from the Church of England 
in one article either of doctrine or 
discipline. The second was that they 
were not conscious of varying from it 
in any point of doctrine. Thirdly, 
that they had in the course of years 
out of necessity, not choice, slowly 
and warily varied in some points of 
discipline ; by preaching in the fields, 
by extempore prayers, by employing 
lay preachers, by forming and regn- 
lating societies, by holding yearly 
Conferences, but they did none of 
these things hastily for they were 
convinced they could no longer omit 
them but at the peril of their souls. 
He illustrated the importance of 
Local Preachers by likening them 
to a nursery, from which all the 
ministers of the Wesleyan body 
were drawn. Without fee and 
without reward, the lay preachers 
spent their youth, the flower of their 
age, their strength and their mental 
ability, and he thought for assistance 
they would not appeal to those in his 
presence in vain. (Applause.) He 
specially mentioned the case of a lay 
preacher, aged 84, who had been 
living on the small income from the 
parish of 2s. 6d. Such a thing he 
thought was not creditable to Metho- 
dism. When a man had spent his 
hfe in the cause of Methodism, he 
ought not to be obliged in his old age 
to receive parish pay. (Applause.) 

Bro. S. M. Johnson, the newly- 
elected President, excused himself 
from making a speech on the ground 
of his not having prepared himself, 
not knowing he would receive the 
honour of the Presidency. 

Bro. C. S. Madder, ex-President, 
was pleased to have the honour of 
addressing a brother Local Preacher 
in the chair. He could inform his 
successor in office that, amongst many 
new privileges he would enjoy, one 



would be the travelling about the 
country at his own expense, and the 
experiences he would meet with would 
amply satisfy him. For himself, he 
delighted in the work of pleading for 
poor old Local Preachers. He had a 
delightful walk with one of the annui- 
tants at that lovely seaside resort in 
North Devon, Ilfracombe. He was 
87 years old, his wife was 78, and he 
was receiving 4s. per week from us. 
Some friend paid his rent, and he was 
happy in the love of God. He ad- 
vised him to make application for 
increased allowance, and he would be 
happy to support the appeal when it 
came before the Committee. Yes, and 
the Local Preachers' wives, too, were 
cared for by us ; and they ought to be, 
for England owes a large debt, not 
only for the work accomplished by 
Local Preachers, but for the self- 
sacrifice, silent and unseen, borne by 
their wives. He was quite sure that 
the work of the Association had only 
to be known to enlist the sympathy of 
Wesleyan friends. 

Four verses of Hymn 681 were here 
sung. 

Bro. B. G-. Berry, of Faversham, 
stated that, last year when at York at 
our Annual Meeting, he received a 
telegram announcing the arrival of 
his brother from Australia, but he did 
not then imagine that before another 
year had expired he would have tra- 
velled to Australia and back ; but 
such was the fact, and it was rather a 
misnomer to be introduced as a 
** Local Preacher," considering that 
within twelve months he had travelled 
more than 27,000 miles, and had 
preached the Gospel in many lands. 
While on the journey out to Australia, 
they had landed at St. Vincent for the 
purpose of coaling the vessel. It was 
on a Sunday ; and, as they ascended 
the hill looking over the bay, the 
thought occurred, " I wonder if ever 
this rock has been consecrated by 
hymn and prayer." No sooner said 
than done ; and the little company 
sang the hymn, a few verses of which 
had just been sung : 

" All hail the power of Jean's Name." 

Subsequently they visited the town 
and held a Mission service, and if 
ever he hungered after the gift of 
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tongues he did then ; hut, thouf^h he 
yearned for the Missionary's gift, he 
was thankful that he had the Mis- 
sionary's spirit. Some weeks after 
when they reached Gape Town they 
partook of the Sacrament, and one 
month after that, on reaching Mel- 
hourne, they partook of the Sacra- 
ment again, and at once felt they were 
" at home." Again, months after, 
when they had left Australia and 
reached Brooklyn, at Dr. Talmage's 
church they participated in the Sa- 
cramental service there, and had the 
delight of seeing 850 new converts 
and church memhers received into 
fellowship. The question had been 
asked him when in America, whether 
he was a minister. To which he re- 
sponded, **Not in your sense; " but, 
telling what he was, the declaration 
was made that, *' he'd do ; " and, forth- 
with, he found himself blossoming 
into the Rev. B. G. Berry. Here in 
Sheffield he found himself announced 
as B. G. Berry, Esq. But like those 
to whom the Chairman had referred, 
he began to preach in a little cottage 
behind a chair, and had reached his 
culminating point in the cathedral 
church of Melbourne, where only six 
local preachers had officiated in fifteen 
years, and he was the sixth. He had 
been requested by the President of the 
Local Preachers' Association at Mel- 
bourne to present their fraternal 
greeting to the Association in Eng- 
land ; and that he had done in the 
afternoon of that day. He had heard 
local preachers declare the truth in 
the new country, but it was the same 
Gospel as was declared here; their 
words and ways miglit shock some 
Englishmen, but the Gospel truth was 
clearly taught, the trumpet had no 
uncertain sound, and sinners found 
peace in believing, and could, and did 
fling— 

" My JesQS to know, 
And feel His blood flow ; 
'Tis life everlasting : 'Tis heaven below." 

Some of the holiest men he had 
known he had found in Melbourne. 
And happy deaths were not confined 
to local preachers. A wife who had 
been converted by the instrumentality 
of a local preacher, was laid prostrate 
by that terrible disease, consumption. 
She was a mother with several chil- 



dren. He had sat at her bedside, and 
had seen her youngest child, two 
years old, brought to her. He had 
heard her testimony to the precious- 
ness of the Gospel. No fear, no dread 
was entertained, but perfect trust and 
confidence in the love of Jesus was 
possessed ; and when some time after- 
wards he received an Australian paper, 
it contained an account of her trium- 
phant death. Yes, local preachers 
did not work in vain ; and he would 
exhort them in the words of the first 
hymn they sang that night, to — 

" Toil on, faint not, keep watch, and pray; 
Be wise, the erring sonl to win ; 
Go forth nnto the world's highway. 
Compel the wanderer to come in." 

The Collection was then made. 

Bro. J. Milsom, of Reading, had a 
speech an hour ago, but it was now 
quite gone. He congratulated Shef- 
field on being a good place for a Local 
Preachers' meeting. Sheffield had 
found them a good President, and it 
had also provided a good Chairman. 
It had an indefatigable Secretary in 
Bro. Turtle, and an " elect lady " in 
Miss Sharman, who collected a large 
sum every year (nearly J630), and he 
trusted she would live many years to 
collect similar or even greater amounts. 
He then gave some statistics respect* 
ing the work of Local Preachers and 
the Association, and urged increased 
contributions. 

The Chairman announced that the 
collection that evening was £28 168. 
dd. ; and the various collections on 
the preceding day over jgSOO. 

The Hymn of •' Christian Brother- 
hood " was then sung in the usual 
hearty and genial manner. 

Bro. E. Benson, of Tring, com- 
plained of being called upon, as he 
could only play upon one string ; but 
he delivered a most effective speech, 
dwelling upon the union of the bre- 
thren in work, and giving instances 
of the good accomplished by the 
Association. 

Bro. Towne, in a humorous ad- 
dress, proposed a vote of thanks to 
the Chairman, which was seconded by 
Bro. Thos. Cole, and carried with 
great enthusiasm. The Chairman 
responded, and a most successfol 
meeting was concluded by the singing 
of the Doxology. 
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THE TUESDAY EVENING TEMPE- 
RANCE MEETING. 

Jv/M 21<^, 

In ooimeotion with the assembly of 
the representatives of the Association, 
a temperance meeting was held in the 
Temperance Hall, at seven o'clock in 
the evening. The president of the 
Sheffield branch of the Association, 
Mr. G-. H. Hovey, occupied the chair ; 
and he was supported on the platform 
by Messrs. G. C. Amphlett (London), 
W. T. Raper (Cardiflf), J. Milsom 
(Heading), E. Braimbridge (Leeds), 
and other representatives. The at- 
tendance of the public was not very 
large. 

The Chairman said he felt that it 
was unnecessary for him to make any 
apology for their appearing as advo- 
cates of temperance. The Methodist 
local preachers were well known as 
earnest, intelligent, sincere, spiritual 
workers, as successful winners of souls 
to Christ, and as reformers in every 
sense of the word, both religious, 
moral, and social. Englishmen, as a 
role, were true patriots, but most of 
them felt that there was a blot on the 
escutcheon of the country — (applause) 
^that our character was seriously 
interfered with, that our influence for 
good in every respect was seriously 
diminished by the sad fact that so 
many of the people of the country, 
not merely the working classes, but 
the literary and aristocratic classes, 
were strangely in the habit of being 
tinder the influence of drink. They, 
as local preachers, desired that this 
blot should be removed off our cha- 
racter. He trusted that the effort 
which was being made, and which had 
already been so successful, and which 
Was rapidly growing in its influence 
in all the Christian Churches in the 
land, would go on to complete success. 
He was glad to think that in Scotland 
and Ireland intoxicating drinks were 
not permitted to be sold on the Sab- 
bath, and that a Stinday Closing Bill 
for Wales would soon become law. 
(Applause.) He trusted that before 
long the sale of intoxicants on Sunday 
would be declared illegal in England. 
{Hear, hear.) If this could be done 
^0 felt sure that they would remove 
out of the way of spreadi2:^g a know- 



ledge of the Gospel a very serious 
difficulty. In conclusion he instanced 
how the work of a section of that body 
of Christians known as the Salvation 
Army, in a village of the South of 
England, had caused drunkenness 
there to decrease. 

Mr. Milsom spoke at some length 
against the practice of having alco- 
holic drinks at home, and said it 
seemed to him that their duty as re- 
ligious persons was to support the 
temperance movement. 

Dr. Scatliffe (London), an honorary 
member of the association, said about 
a quarter of a century ago one could 
almost count on his lingers' ends the 
number of medical men there were in 
London who were total abstainers. 
Now things were somewhat different ; 
he was treasurer of a medical tempe- 
rance society, of which the celebrated 
Dr. Richardson — ( applause ) — was 
president, and which comprised 
between 250 and 300 members. (Hear, 
hear.) It was a difficult thing for a 
medical man to be a total abstainer 
and try to make other people so, 
because in doing away with the use 
of drink he was simply doing away 
with all the people's illness. (Laugh- 
ter.) He went on to speak of the 
disease caused by the use of alcoholic 
drinks, remarking particularly upon 
what is sometimes called *' alcoholic 
consumption,'* which was found in 
the systems of prizefighters and pub- 
licans. 

Mr. Amphlett next moved that a 
petition be signed by the chairman on 
behalf of that meeting, and forwarded 
to Mr. Mundella for presentation in 
the House of Commons, declaring a 
belief that the sale of intoxicating 
liquors on Sunday was a special source 
of intemperance, immorality, and 
crime, and asking the House to stop 
such sale. He also eloquently spoke 
of the evils arising from drunkenness, 
and of the benefits derivable from 
total abstinence. 

Mr. Bennett (Downham) seconded 
the motion, which was carried un- 
animously. 

Mr. Harding (Sydenham) addressed 
the meeting at considerable length, 
and towards the conclusion of an in- 
teresting and somewhat amusing 
speech, he referred to the service held 
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in Norfolk street Chapel in the morn- 
ing, during which the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Sapper was administered. 
In deference to the wish of a majority 
of the local preachers nnfermented 
wine was nsed, but he regretted to 
find that generally the Methodists of 
Sheffield had not so far advanced in 



the temperance moyement as to keep 
'' the drunkard's drink " from the table 
of the Lord. (Load applause.) 

Mr. J. M. Spicer (Hull) also deli- 
vered an address, the meeting after- 
wards concluding with a vote of 
thanks to the chairman. 
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S. D. WADDY,E8q. Q.C., Thomdiffe, London. 



C. S. MADDEB, Boddngham St., Aylesbozy. 



JOHN CABTEB, The Yale, King's Boad, Chelsea, S.W. 

HONOBAST SEOBETABIES. 

THOMAS CHAMBEBLAIN, Thames Street, Windsor, Berks. 
A. BUSSELL JOHNSON, 101, Long Acre, London, W.C. 

GBNEBAL SSOBETABT. 
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J. Bose, Temple Street, Aylesbury. 

Thos. Turtle, 34, Bank Street, Sheffield. 

John B. Cossoos, East Dereham. 

J. J. Yickers, Stanley House, Brixton, S.E. 

B. North, Wheatiev, Oxon. 
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J. Milsom, King's Boad, Beading. 

W. Bowron, New Zealand. 

G. Sims, 24, Bedford St., London, W.C. 

Aid. S. F. Salmon, Louth. 

J. Jaokson, Croyland House, Imm. 
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J. M. Mitchell, 16, Albert Teirace, Anlahy Bd , 

W. Snnman, 8, Little Queen-st., Westminster, 
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Dr. Aldom, Leyton, Essex. 

0. S. Madder, Buckingham Street, Aylesbury. 

W. Jameson, West Hill, Wandsworth, S.W. 

T. Boorman, Fayersham. 

T. M. Hary^, Bamet, N. 
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W. Mawer, 66, Eastgate, Louth. 
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S^hp Parker, 16, Balaclava Boad, London, 
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7. W. Laycock, Eeighl^. 



W. B. Carter, Houndsgate, NottiDgham. 
H. Wright, Frimley Villa, EdghiU Bm^ 

Plumstead, S.E. 
G. Amphlett, Frithville Gardens, Shephird's 

Bush, W. 
J. B. Ingle, 6, Morden Boad, Blackheath, Si!> 
J. Wade, Lower Green, Mitcham, Surrey, SJ!* 
J. Harding, Grosrenor Villa, Peny HQI* 

Catford Bridge, S.E. [S.W. 

G. Candler, 1, Chatham House, Brixton HilL 
J. Cropper, 28, Green St., Theobalds Bd., W.C 
J. B. HiU, St. Sayiour's Gate, York. 
W. Leach, Westleigh, Oldham. 
J. Webster, 22, Collier Gate, Yoxk. 
B.'Daws, Unthanks Boad, Norwich. 
H. E. Atkinson, 89, Camberwell New Bd., SX 
J. Neal, Broomspring Lane, Sheffield. 
Captain Smith, Centenary Hall, E.C. 
8. M. Johnson, Sheffield. 
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M. L. Clapham, 18, Queen's Boad, Bayswitflr. 
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A. Andrew, 11, Wellington Terrace, BadWf 
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lltmrmina of t\t Pontes* 

AUGUST. 

The sun rises on the 1st at twenty- 
five minates after four, and sets at 
forty-six minutes after seven. On the 
Slst he rises at twelve minutes after 
five, and sets at forty-eight minutes 
after six. Thus the day shortens one 
hour and forty-eight minutes during 
the month. 

Full moon on the 9th at seven 
minutes after nine in the evening. 
New moon on the 24th at forty-five 
minutes after eight in the evening. 
She is nearest to the earth on the 
9th, and most distant from it on the 
22nd. The moon is near Saturn du- 
ring the evening hours of the 15th. 
She is near Jupiter during the even- 
ing hours of the 16th. Near Mars 
during the evening hours of the 17th. 
Near Venus during the morning 
hours of the 21st, and Mercury during 
the morning of the 24th. 

Mercxtby is a morning star, rising 
on the 4th one hour thirty-two 
minutes before sunrise. At the end 
of the month the planet and the sun 
rise nearly together. 

Venus is a morning star, rising on 
the Oth three hours thirty-seven 
minutes before sunrise, about the 
same time during the month. 

Mabs rises on the 1st at eighteen 
minutes after eleven p.m. On the 
28th three hours twenty-six minutes 
after sunset. 

Jupiter rises on the 8th thirty- 
eight minutes after ten p.m., and on 
the 28th two hours twenty-nine 
minutes after sunset. 

Saturn rises on the 8th at nine- 
teen minutes after ten p.m., and on 
the 28th two hours after sunset. 

High water at London Bridge on 
the 1st at eighteen minutes after five 
in the morning, and thirty-five 
minutes after five in the afternoon. 
On the last day of the month at 
twenty-five minutes after five in the 
morning, and forty-two minutes after 
five in the afternoon. 

The Comet has made its ap- 
pearance since we last penned our 
notice under this head. We have the 
following description of it from Pro- 



fessor Bois, of Dudley Observatory, 
Allebuy, America, who secured a 
number of valuable observations. He 
says that at two o'clock on Saturday 
morning, June 26th, 1881, its appear- 
ance both to the naked eye and in a 
telescope was magnificent. The head 
of the comet was very bright, and the 
tail thirty or forty degrees broad, ex- 
tending nearly twenty degrees towards 
the North Star. The tail was very dif- 
fused and nebulous, spread out in 
fan-like form. Looking in the great 
telescope of thirteen inches* aperture, 
a multitudeof details became revealed 
which are not visible to the naked 
eye. The head was there seen to 
consist of a condensed nucleus, appa- 
rently about as large as Jupiter seen 
in a telescope, but of far greater in- 
tensity of light. A spray of brilliant 
rays spread out from the nucleus on 
the side nearest the sun, then turning 
backward mingled with the elements 
which form the tail. This resembled 
the jet of a fountain very closely in 
its general features. The tail itself 
extended in a direction diametrically 
opposite the sun. The whole field of 
the telescope was filled with glowing 
nebulosity. I am inclined to think 
that this comet has not been seen 
before this year, in modern times at 
least. It is probably the same comet 
as seen in South America. It is now 
certain that this is not the long- 
expected comet of 1882. It is almost 
equally certain that it is not the 
comet of 180T. The period of the 
comet of 1807 is about 1,700 years." 

This beautiful stranger appears to 
have come unexpectedly upon our 
astronomers, who make it their busi- 
ness to study God's heavens. It is 
no longer an object of dread as it was 
in days past to our fathers, but a 
welcome visitor, come to tell of Him 
whose wisdom is vast and power 

infinite. 

Sir W. Herschelldied on the 2Brd, 
1822, Faraday died on the 25th, 
1867. Sir Rowland Hill, one of tho 
greatest benefactors the world has 
known as the introducer of the Penny 
Post, died on the 27th, 1879. 
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D0NGA8TEB BBAKCH. 

Taking advantage of the Annual 
Meeting being held at Sheffield, we 
took Bteps to arrange for oar anni- 
▼ersary at the same time, in order to 
secnre a good deputation, and also, 
if possible, that the Association and 
its advantages might be brought more 
prominently before oar brethren. 

On Sunday, June Idth, Bro. J. 
Webster, of York, rendered us good 
service, morning and evening, in the 
Priory Place Chapel; Bro. G. Wain, 
of York, in the afternoon conducted 
the service in the Nether Hall Road 
Mission Boom, with crowded congre- 
gation, and Bros. T. Hinchcli£fe and 
D. Roberts at Askem, Bro. G. Mason, 
of Preston, at Bawley, Bro. G. Wain, 
at Bentley, and Bro. J. Cooper, of 
Hull, at Bamly Dan. 

On Wednesday, the 22nd, we had a 
a public tea in the Priory Place 
Schoolroom, and afterwards a public 
meeting was held in the Chapel, pre- 
« sided over by J. BIyth, Esq., of 
Conisbro', supported by the Rev. J. 
I. Britten and J. Smith ; Bros. Mad- 
der, Benson, Rose, Alderman Dowsing 
and others. 

After singing and prayer, the Rev. 
J. I. Britten introduced the chairman 
(Mr. Blyth), who, in a few well- 
chosen remarks, spoke of the value of 
Lay Preaching, and wished the Local 
Preachers God-speed in their endea- 
vours to proclaim the Gospel, and 
urged upon the necessity of providing 
far our brethren in old age. 

The Secretary, Bro. F. J. Little- 
wood, read the Report, which stated 
that during the past year there had 
been an increase of three benefit and 
two honorary members. One brother 
was receiving sick pay ; and during 
the year Bros. H. Smith and J. W. 
Brown had passed to their reward; 
the former for two years being the 
President of the Branch. 

The Financial Statement as fol- 
lows: 

Receipts. £ b. d« 

To Free Subscriptions ... 7 2 

„ Benefit Members ... 19 19 6 

„ General Secretary ... 16 

„ Nett proceeds at Thome 

1880 8 



EXPBNDITUBS. 

By 2 deaths 16 

8 



fj 



„ Remitted to General 
Secretary 27 1 6 



Ml 1 6 



£51 1 6 



Bro. J. Rose in an eloquent speech 
Advocated the claims of our bretiiren. 
Bro. Benson followed, giving an ac- 
count of the rise and progress of tlie 
Association ; and Bro. Madder (ex- 
President) gave an accoont of his 
journeying to and fro during his year 
of office, in order that the Association 
might be more extensively known. The 
Hymn of Christian Brotherhood was 
sung, and Bro. Alderman Bowsing 
spoke of the advantages of the Asso- 
ciation. The Rev, J. Smith pro- 
posed, and Bro. J. Stringer seconded 
a vote of thanks to the chairman and 
deputation. 

The result of the Anniversary is 
very encouraging, seeing that this 
Branch was only establi^ed in 1878. 
The amount of the collections on the 
Sunday and at the meeting was 
jei9 8s. lOd. 

F. J. LiTTLEWOOD, 

Local Secretary. 



6EHEBAL COMMITTEE. 

MiHurBs of Committee Meeting held 
at Bro. 0. S. Madder*s, Aylesbozy, 
on Wednesday, July 13, 1881. Fn- 
sent : Bro. C, S. Madder in the chair. 
Bros. Amphlett, Glapham, Benson, 
Durley, Johnson, Rose, Sims and 
Wright. 

The meeting was opened "with sing- 
ing Hymn 822 and prayer by Bro. 
Amphlett. 

The minutes of last meeting were 
read and confirmed. 

Letters were read from the Presi- 
dent, Bros. Milsom, Candler, Captain 
Smith and Dr. Aldom, expressive of 
regret for their enforced absence. 

The monthly abstract was read, 
showing receipts from Branches: 
entrance fees, £16 14s. 3d. ; fines, 6d ; 
members' subscriptions, j£110 12s.; 
donations and legacies, £31 66.; 
free contributions, £60 9s. 3d. Total, 
je219 28. Payments to Branches: 
expenses on remittances, 9s. 2d.; 
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annnitants, £168 9s. ; siok, £189 
17s. 6d.; deaths, £74., Total £367 
15s. 8d. 

It was resolved that the balanoe in 
the hands of the Treasurer should be 
invested as soon as practicable. 

Deaths, 10 members ; 1 wife. New 
members, 12 ; remaining on the funds, 
sick, 108 ; annuitants, 168. 

Bills for payment were presented 
amounting to Jg97 16s. lid.; and 
tiiey were ordered to be discharged. 

A letter was read from Bro. Cham- 
berlain respecting the rescinding of 
Bule 55 at the Annual Meeting ; and 
after some conversation it was unani- 
mously resolved. That the rule be 
restored, but to read as follows; and 
that this resolution be specially re- 
ported to the next Annual Meeting, 
in accordance with Bule 14 ; 

55. Any Local Preacher, without 
payment of entrance fee, subscribing 
not less than one guinea per annum, 
or a donation of ten guineas, and de- 
claring that he does not intend to 
draw from the funds, shall be an 
honorary member, and participate in 
all the privileges common to his bre- 
thren. Moreover, in the event of a 
reverse ii^ his circumstances, he shall, 
if he apply, be entitled to all the 
benefits of the Association, on pay- 
ment of such an amount of entrance 
fee as he would have paid if he had 
entered as a benefit member. 

The letter presented by Bro. Berry 
at the Annual Meeting was then con- 
sidered, and it was unanimously re- 
solved, That it be at once suitably 
responded to. 

It was also resolved, That the fol- 
lowing gentlemen having been ap- 
pointed to official positions in the 
Association, be omitted from the list 
of Committee: Bros. Thos. Cole, S. 
D. Waddy, and A. B. Johnson. 



It was unanimously resolved. That 
Bros. Wardley and A. Andrew be 
added to the Committee. 

A letter was read from Bro. Beavan, 
of Cardiff, but it was resolved, That 
it be referred to the Editors of the 
Magazine. 

A letter was read from Cromford 
respecting the meeting recently held» 
which was also ordered to be sent to 
the Editors. 

It was unanimously resolved, That 
a fortnight's holiday be given to our 
General Secretary, with a honorarium 
of five guineas. 

The next meeting of Committee te 
be held on Monday, August 8, at 
Bro. John Wade's,* Lower Green, 
Mitcham. 

The meeting closed with prayer by 
Bro. Durley. 

DEATHS. 

June 2, 1881. Isaac Whitehead^ 
Oldham Branch, aged 29 years. In 
the blessed assurance of being with 
Christ for evermore. Claim £8. 

June 9, 1881. Francis Evans, St. 
Agnes Branch, aged 59 years. No par- 
ticulars. Claim £8. 

June 18, 1881. Elizabeth Brain, 
Braokley Branch, aged 75 years. Her 
end was peace. Claim £8. 

June 14, 1881. William Linnett, 
Yoevil Branch, aged 51 years. Ho 
passed peacefully away. CJaim £8. 

June 14, 1881. John Sly, Bipon 
Branch, aged 95 years. In sure and 
certain hope of a joyful resurrection^ 
He had been an annuitant 608 weeks 
and received £122 16s. No Claim. 

June 15, 1881. George Atha, Hud- 
dersfield 2nd Branch, aged 78 years» 
He was at work at noon and died at 
6.80. Claim £4. 

July 8, 1881. Charles Berrill, 
Wellingborough Branch, aged 29 years. 
No particulars. Claim £8. 



GASH BBCEIYED BY THE GENERAL TBEASUBER to July 15th, 1881. 
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Chxtsshsnd ... ... ••• 

HhettoH ••• •«• • ••• 

Spaldingi—'M.n. Cooper, ho. lOs 

Market itoMn^Miss Bamsdale, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Thos. 

Plaakii^, hm. fil Is ; Public Meeting, net, £1 4s 
Dereham'-l^. J. B. Cossons, hm« (2 years) X2 2s ; Mr. 

W. Smith, hm. £1 Is 



••• 



Free Sub- 
soripUons. 

£ 8. d. 



10 
8 6 
3 8 
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£ 8. d. 

1 4 
5 17 

2 8 
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Halif€ix^'i&i. H. Hollinrake, ho. lOs ... 

Leeds — Mr. M. Atkinson, hm. £1 la .-. ••• ... 

WdJtefield ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

^iolyfoett «•• ••• *•• *•* •■* ••• 

Oldkamr~lAT. Simpath, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Taylor, hm. £1 Is 
Huddergfield2nd^UT.J. Glegg, hm. £1 Is; Mr. 0. W. 

Keighley, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. £. Mallinaon, ha 10s ; Mr. 

T. Mallinson, he. 10s 
Southwark and Lambeth 
JSiettCTzng .*- ••• 

Settle ... ... 

Camelford ... 

ScClThOTOUffh ,,» ... ... ... ... ••. 

SoughtoU'le' Spring — ... •••• ••• ... 

Newavn ... ••• ••• .•• ••• ... 

Chiernsey *.• ••• *.. ••• ••'^ ... 

Towoetter let ... ••• ••• ••• 

^tfa?Aam 1«^— Rev. J. Wolner ; 2s 

Congleton ... ... ••• ... ••• 

Newport, Mon, — Mr. J. Baker, hm. £1 ; Mr. H. Collier, 

hm. qiy. 5s 3d ; Mr. W. Edwards, hm. qly. 6s 3d 
Sv/rnley ... ... ... ... ••• ••• 

Penrith, — ^Mr. W. Palmer, hm. £1 Is ... 
Stockton-on'Tees ... ... ••• ... ... 

Deptford and Woolwich— Mr. A. Coldwell, 28 
Cleckheaton — Mr. G. Barrett, hm. (Ohurwell), £1 ; Miss 

Growther, he. (ChnrweU), 10s 
jLendac ... ... ... ... ... ..• 

Bedford —Mr. Josh. Farrington, hm. (Biggleswade), 

9&X 18 •*. ... ... ... *■• ••• 

Beniham Road, Qateehead 

Holt 

Tkame 

Bherhum 

Huntingdon 

Wantage 

Penzance 

Southampton 

Bangor 

JDoncaster— Mr. W. Mane, ha lOs 6d ; Mr. J. Marsden^hm. 
£1 Is; Miss Rhodes, 38; CoUeetions at Askem, 
£2 lis 2d; Barnby Dun, 12s 6d ; Bawtry, 16s j Bent- 
ley, £1 Is ; Priory Plaee, £S 168 2d ; Ditto, Public 
Meeting, £4 3s ; Less expenses, £3 8s lOd net 

Shipley ... ... ••• ... .. 

Burton-on- Trent 

Cromford — Sermon and Meeting, £7 15s 

Pateley Bridge— Mx. P. Bskholm, he. qly. 2s 6d 

Chelsea 

Wellingborough 

Stourport 

Chatteris, 2nd 

Sfieemess ... ... ..• • 

Wellington ... ... ... . 

^IvSVOn ... ••• saa . 

Lancaster — ^Mr. W. Wright, hm. £1 Is 
Cross Hills '... ... ••• , 

Leighf Lane. ... ... 

Blackburn ... ... ,,. 

Witney 

Southport 

Melksham—Mi. Campbell, 5s; Mr. Wakefield, 5s 
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A VISIT TO SHEFFIELD. 

How quickly the years pass ! It seems only the other day that we wrote 
of York. Since then, more than twelve months are gone, and we now 
write of Sheffield. There was a striking dissimilarity between the jour- 
neys to and fro. In the former, one gentleman rendered himself very 
disagreeable because a brother wanted more company in the compartment 
of the carriage when we had already four on a side — indeed he was quite 
^^SU» ^^^ had his fellow passengers been of the same mind there would 
have been quite a quarrel. It is always to be deemed a pity, when 
people are met with who think only of their own pleasure and accommo- 
dation. On returning we had already five on a side, but notwithstanding* 
being thus quite full, there was quite a willingness to take in two young 
men for the journey to Peterborough. Although an infant was upon the 
lap of one of the passengers, it appeared to be the pleasure of all to ad- 
minister to each other's enjoyment. This friendly feeling was fostered 
the more, by an observation of one of the company, that the way to go 
through this world was for all of us in all our relationships to try and 
administer to each other's happiness. 

The writer being kindly and hospitably entertained near to Hanover 
Street Chapel, found his way to the Sabbath-morning prayer-meeting at 
that place of worship. The meeting was thoroughly and heartily con- 
ducted throughout. When all was ended, the writer asked the brethren 
and one sister to sit down a moment, to inquire if anything could be 
done in the street at any time during the day. It was soon discovered 
that everything was ready, and an arrangement was made to meet the 
Mission Band at half-past five o'clock, when an interesting service was 
held in the streets. One of the ministers accompanied us, and after 
giving an address, heartily invited his neighbours to go either to Hano- 
ver Street or to some other place to worship their Maker. On leaving- 
the prayer-meeting referred to above, one of the friends put into our 
hand a plan, such as we had never before seen. It showed what might 
be done throughout the entire country. The plan embraced two depart* 
ments of work suggested by the headings : — Prayer Leaders' Association 
and Prayer Leaders' Association Mission. The co-workers are a list of 
twenty names. The President of both departments of the work is Mr. 
Henry Gallimore, and the Secretaries are Messrs. John Crapper and J. T. 
fiobertson. Should any reader desire to be informed of the operations of 
the brethren thus employed he can be furnished with further particulars^ 
Never was the writer more forcibly struck with the fact that something^ 
wants to be done more than is being done, than when at Sheffield. Take 
Hanover Street Chapel as an instance. Here is a noble structure, bear- 
ing as its motto, ** Enter into His gates with praise/' and when you have 
done so you look around on the almost gorgeous interior, and the words. 
'* holy and beautiful house " appear to come involuntarily to mind. Oa 
SSPTEMBEB, 1881. g 
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asking what the church would do if the poor of the neighbourhood should 
flock to worship in such a magnificent house of prayer, the reply was, 
" We should gladly turn out of our pews to make room for the poorest- 
no one comes here who is not immediately invited to a seat." Sach 
appears to be the brotherly and sisterly feeling which runs through the 
various Methodist Churches of Sheffield, and yet the worship of Gk)d is to a 
very great extent neglected by the very class of people whom we are 80 
desirous to benefit — the poor. Let the same spirit of sympathy be im- 
bibed by all the churches of the land, and we may yet hope that a favoar- 
able impression, hitherto unknown, will yet be produced on the minds of 
many of the class called " the masses.'' 

The writer could say much of the public services and love-feast which 
he attended, but he hastens to the conclusion of a happy day, when he 
had to hurry away for service in the street. It appeared that sufSicient 
arrangements had not been made for these special open-air seryicee. 
On going to Moorhead at eight o'clock we paced backwards and forwards 
for about half-an-hour, when another brother came up, very weary, and 
to use his own words, " quite worn out " — indeed, so much so that, zealous 
and untired as he usually is, he suggested that the effort should be aban- 
doned. The writer was not to be discouraged thus, and replying 
** never " immediately commenced a service, throughout the entire of 
which the best possible attention was paid to three of the brethren. Oai 
duty had been done, and it may be that an after day will reveal results 
— duty is ours, results are God's. 

The public meeting in Career Street Chapel was among the best the 
Association has ever held. The brethren were heartily met by a crowd 
of friends at the tea-tables, and between the tea and public service another 
open-air meeting was held, which was sufficiently interesting to incite 
the inquiry, '< What meaneth this? " 

John Dyson, Esq., the Chairman at the public meeting, was heartily 
in sympathy with the objects the Local Preachers have in view, and the 
«cho of his words as applied to Wesley seem even now to be ringing, " It 
came to this crisis : souls must be saved, and saved by hundreds. The 
vital power of the Gospel must win its way, and orderly or disorderly, 
regular or irregular, in consecrated ground or out of doors, the work mast 
be done, and the work of God carried on." 

At the ordinance of the Lord's Supper held at Norfolk Street Chapel, 
the ¥rriter was deeply interested to observe that the mother of one little 
boy left him in the pew. To leave him thus passed by appeared very qnes- 
tionable. He was of the age of nine years. He had been heartily 
ringing : 

" When irom the dnat of death I rise, 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
Even then,— this shall be all my plea, 
Jesos hath lived, hath died for me.*' 
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Again at the conclusion of the service he joined apparently yerj sincerely 

in the words : 

** O happy day that fixed my choice 
On thee, my Saviour and my God ! 
Well may this glowing heart rejoice, 
And tell its raptures all abroad* 

High heaven that heard the solemn vow, ^ 

That vow renewed shall daily hear, 
Till in life's latest hour I bow. 
And bless in death a bond so dear.*' 

We felt constrained to ask him if it was really so that he loved the 
Sayionr, and was converted, when the reply in the affirmative was very 
prompt. It is so often complained of our children that they become lost 
to the Church, and at the same time do we not unconsciously foster such 
separation ? When will parents, and the Church of Jesus Christ also, 
rightly understand the words, '' Suffer little children to come unto Me, 
and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven." 

In the business meetings, matters at first went on very slowly. At 
noon, on Tuesday, being in one of the anterooms, we overheard one 
brother complaining that he had lost three days of precious time. Had 
this brother possessed a little more patience he might have stayed on and 
been satisfied. The work remained to be done, and after three o'clock 
on Tuesday the brethren began in earnest with the remaining proposed 
alterations of rules. About a dozen of these proposals were moved, 
fairly spoken to, voted upon, and settled in the most business-like manner 
possible, and the usual votes of thanks having been passed with acclama- 
tion, the friends separated, and the writer found his way to his kind host's, 
where members of the meeting were waiting to hear the final result. On 
being asked how the business proceeded we said, *' You have seen the 
picture of a boy swinging on a gate, ^ Happy as a King?' " when the host 
said, '' Is that you ?" We replied, *^ Yes, the business is all finished, and 
I hope satisfactorily so." 

Before leaving for home next morning we arose early and went into 
the town for a walk. The first persons we happened to meet were police- 
men. To one of these we mentioned our surprise that on walking about 
on Saturday evening, and also all Sunday, we had not remembered to 
have noticed a policeman anywhere. This young man replied, " We are 
better than we used to be — not so much crime." We asked him if he could 
tell me the cause ; but that was a matter which he appeared not to have 
considered. Provided such a statement is a correct one, the reason or 
causes would be an interesting study, and as far as possible the causes of 
so pleasurable a change should be increasingly cultivated. 

In the railway carriage on the return journey there was a striking con- 
trast : an innocent infant, six weeks old, and an aged, dejected-looking 
woman, clothed in the habiliments of crime, her cloak bearing the marks 

s 2 
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of the brcNid mrtoWf mad her bands in dunns. The yoong womanj wbo 
with ft polieeouui had this criminsl in chsrge, appeared to be deeply 
interested in the hjnin of Christian brotheihood which the writer 
presented to her, and bis thooght of the forlorn creature dressed in her 
prison or oonjict garb, whose long life appeared to hare been worse than 
a bhuk was— "< Thi$ also is a sister^ N. T. 



8PIBITUAL SLOTH. 

BY GEOBaB SIMS. 



Bloth I What is it ? The answer is, *' Laziness, slnggishness, idle- 
ness/' Now, there is nothing in religion that is consistent with idleness. 
It is tme, there are many Christians who — if we may judge from their 
practice — seem to think otherwise. Not that they are indolent in the 
ordinary sense of the word ; for many snch are among the most actire 
and diligent in the business of this world. Bat their slaggishness is 
manifested in regard to moral and spiritual interests. They take no acti?e 
part in the ordinary operations of the Church, or in those great philan- 
thropic enterprises by which the Church seeks to retain her own spiritaal 
life and to impart it to others. As the Temple was built up with distinct 
or individual stones, so the Church of God is made up of indiyidaal 
members ; and whatever duty is obligatory on the body as a whole, must 
be binding in its proper ratio on each individual. There is no room for 
idleness ; each has bis appointed sphere which no one else can fill. The 
great question which eadi one should ask is, <* Lord, what wouldest Thoa 
have me to do ? ** 

The great design of the Church has ever been to bless and to save the 
world. The accomplishment of this design necessarily implies activity 
and zeal. The idea of a slumbering Church is as absurd as would be 
that of a slumbering army on the battle-field. Even in Old Testament 
times the mission of the Church was apparent. True, it did not act 
directly on the mass of mankind. It might be then said, " The time is 
not yet.*' Its duty was to keep pure the sacred oracles, and to prepare 
the world for the fuller dispensation of the Gospel. It was not then 
a missionary Church : its duty was not so much aggressive as conserva- 
tive and preparatory. It was more like a receiving than a distributing 
reservoir. 

But with the advent of the Saviour, the mission of the Church was 
enlarged. It began to act directly on the people ; to gather in the out- 
casts. Hence greater gifts were bestowed on the Christian community ; 
gifts commensurate with its duties. The Holy Spirit was given in 
ioher plenitude as the element of new and spiritual life. Instead of 
mply receiving the water of life, and exercising care to retain it in 
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parity, the Church began the great work of its distribntion. In 6od*s 

purpose were incladed all lands, all nations, all peoples, of whatever 

clime or complexion, or langnage or habits. There was an invitation 

for every one ; so that herein the exhortation of the prophet becomes 

the invitation of the Gospel : '' Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye 

to the waters." Hence the Savioar, before leaving His disciples, gave 

them the broad commission to "go into all the world, and preach the 

Gospel to every creature." Snrely, in a work so great as this, there 

must be something for every Christian to do. Ai any rate, there is 

nothing in this view of duty which can lull to slumber, or lead to sloth, 

but everything to rouse to action. 

We must also remember that our own spiritual safety And prosperity 

depend on our fulfilling our part of the mission of the Ohurch. If we 

cease to labour, we become weak, and less able than formerly to do oar 

work ; just as the mechanic, by long abstinence from the use of tools, 

becomes less able to handle them. The work goes hard. Hence the 

great danger of sloth. We may assert, as a wholesome truth, that the 

best way to keep our piety from declension, and our souls from falling, 

is by trying to save others. The effort put forth to accomplish this wiU 

be sure to benefit ourselves. ** He that watereth shall be watered also 

himself." 

" In doing and bearing the will of our Lord, 
We still are preparing to meet our reward." 

Perhaps one cause of spiritual sloth may be found in the fact that 
many fail to apprehend their duty. It may be they have never been 
rightly taught ; and they need rousing to their responsibilities. How 
manv there are who enter the Church imagining that they have nothing 
to do but to go through a certain routine, and save themselves; others being 
altogether forgotten. While some never work at all, there are others who 
work only at certain times. Is it too much to say of spasmodic piety, 
that it is spurious piety ? Such are stimulated to great activity by the 
influences of a great revival, or by the urgent solicitation of others. But 
duty presses upon all, and at all times. We need to labour on with the 
regularity and persistency of a planet in its orbit, putting forth continued 
efforts for the salvation of others, until the infirmities of advancing years 
impede our progress, or we '* cease at once to work and live." 

The approaches of slothfulness are often unsuspected, because sloth is 
a vice t hat gradually enters and assumes control of the heart. But its 
presence may be readily known by any who will subject themselves to 
self-examination. It is sometimes indicated by an indifference to the 
religious welfare of the Church ; and this, in time, is often manifested by 
an habitual neglect of public services, of prayer, or of partaking of the 
Lord's Supper ; although He has said, " Do this in remembrance of Me," 
"—or by a readiness to find excuses for such omissions. 

We make no apology for introducing a statement of President Edwards, 
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* 

viz.y ''Another thing that a great deal has heen said against, is having 
so freqnent religions meetings, and spending so much time in religion. 
Bat yet this objection has been in general groandless. Though worldly 
business must be done, and persons oaght not to neglect the business of 
their particular callings, yet it is to the honour of God, that a people 
should be so much in outward acts of religion, as to carry in it a visible, 
public appearance, of great engagedness of mind in it, as the main busi- 
ness of life ; and especially is it fit, that at such an extraordinary time, 
when God appears unusually present with a people, in wonderful works 
of power and mercy, that they should spend more time than usual in 
religious exercises, to put honour upon that God, who is then extra- 
ordinarily present, and to seek His face, as it was with the Christian 
Church at Jerusalem on occasion of that extraordinary pouring out of 
the Spirit soon after Christ's ascension (Acts ii. 46). And so it was at 
EphesuSy at a time of great outpouring of the Spirit there ; the Christians 
attended public religious exercises every day far two years together (Acts 
zix. 8-10). The great complaint that is made against so much time 
being spent in religion, cannot be in general from a real concern that 
God may be honoured, and His will done, and the best good of men pro- 
moted ; as is manifest from this, that now there is much more earnest 
and zealous outcry made against this extraordinary religion, than was 
before against so much time spent in tavern haunting, vain company 
keeping, night walking, and other things which wasted both time and 
substance, to the injury of our moral virtue.*' 

In addition to this, there is an indifference to the religious welfare of 
the unconverted. They are permitted to go to ruin unreproved, and 
apparently uncared for. At the same time, when in the congregation of 
God's people, we say — 

'* Enlarge, inflame, and fill my heart 
With boundless charity divine ! 
So shall I all my strength exert, 
And love them with a zeal like Thine ; 
And lead them to Thy open side, 
The sheep for whom their Shepherd died." 

In short, where there is spiritual sloth, spiritual thought is gradually 
banished, until the mind is permeated with worldliness. The proprieties 
of external life may still be observed; the pretence of piety may still be 
maintained ; the routine of ceremonies may still be followed ; but the 
inward piety which draws the soul out in sweet communion with God is 
dormant, or actually dead. There is ** spiritual sloth." 

For such there can be no real Christian joy. They lose their relish 
for religion, and often find refuge in forms, and sometimes get entirely 
out of the Church. It becomes every Christian to guard his heart jea- 
lously, lest this deadening influence should come upon him. There is no 
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need of falling into this perilous state ; nor is there any danger of it, if 
ire cultivate an actiye, robust, healthy piety. Let our prayer be — 

" That I from Thee no more may part, 

No more Thy goodness grieve, 
The filial awe, the fleshly heart, 

The tender conscience, give. 
Quick as the apple of an eye, 

O Gkxi, my conscience make ! 
Awake my soul, when sin is high, 

And keep it still awake." 



GOOD WOMEN OF SCRIPTURE MISUNDERSTOOD AND 

MISJUDGED. 

No. VII. — QuBEir Vashti. 

The Book of Esther, chap, i., sets before us a scene of regal magnificence 
of the Eastern type. The King Ahasuerus, supposed to be the son and 
successor of the famous Xerxes, had subdued all his enemies ; and feeling 
himself securely seated on his throne, in the third year of his reign *' he 
made a feast unto all his princes and his servants ; the power of Persia 
and Media, the nobles and princes ** of the hundred and twenty-seven 
provinces, from India to Ethiopia, over which he reigned. — ** when he 
shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honour of his excellent 
majesty many days, even an hundred and fourscore days. When these 
(^ays were expired, the king made a feast unto all the people that were 
present in Shushan the palace, both unto great and small, seven days, in 
the court of the garden of the king's palace ; where were white, green, 
and blue hangings, fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver 
rings and pillars of marble : the beds (couches) were of gold and silver, 
upon a pavement of red, and blue, and white, and black marble. And 
they gave them drink in vessels of gold (the vessels being diverse one 
from another), and royal wine in abundance, according to the state of the 
king. And the drinking was according to the law ; none did compel : 
for so the king had appointed to all the officers of his house, that they 
should do according to every man's pleasure. Also Vashti the queen 
made a feast for the women in the royal house which belonged to King 
Ahasuerus." 

So far, so good, for an eastern despot ; and his command that no one 
was to be compelled to drink, would have given pleasure to Sir Wilfrid 
Lawson could he have been present. 

An old proverb says, <* that it is better to be at the end of a feast than 
at the beginning of a fray ; " but in this case it was not so for Queen 
Vashti ; for '* on the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry 
with wine, he command<»d the seven chamberlains that served in his pre- 
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sence to bring Vashti the queen before the king with the crown royal, to 
show the princes and the people her beauty : for she was fair to look on. 
'' But the Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's commandment by his 
chamberlains : therefore was the king very wroth, and his anger burned 
in him." 

Brought up in the seclusion of an eastern home, taught to veil her 
face from the eyes of all men but her husband, the queen felt it would be 
a shame worse than death to exhibit herself as desired, and so she 
refused ; upon which refusal Dr. Adam Clarke thus writes : " And much 
should she be commended for it. What woman, possessing even a 
common share of prudence and modesty , could consent to expose herself to 
the view of such a group of drunken Bacchanalians ? Her courage was 
equal to her modesty : she would resist the royal mandate rather than 
violate the rules of chaste decorum. Her contempt of worldly grandeuVf 
when brought in competition with what every modest woman holds 
dear and sacred, is worthy of observation. She well knew that this act 
of disobedience would cost her her crown, if not her life also : but she 
was regardless of both, as she conceived her virtue and honoar were at 
stake. 

" Her humility was greatly evidenced in this refusal. She was beautiful; 
and might have shown herself to great ad7antage, and have had a fine 
opportunity of gratifying her vanity, if she had any : but she refused to 
come. 

Hail, noble woman ! be thou a pattern to all thy sex on every similar 
occasion ! Surely, everything considered, we have few women like 
Vashti ; for some of the highest of the land will dress and deck them- 
selves with the utmost splendour, even to the selvedge of their fortunes, 
to exhibit themselves at balls, plays, galas, operas, and public assemblies 
of all kinds (nearly half naked), that they may be seen and admired of 
men, and even, to the endless reproach and broad suspicion of their 
honour and chastity, figure away in masquerades ! Vashti must be con- 
sidered at the top of her sex. < A black swan is not half so rare a bird.' "* 

Well done, doctor ! Thy lusty strokes are like those of the honest 
blacksmith beating red-hot iron : let every lady that looks in at the open 
door take care of her eyes, her bare shoulders, and her costly attire ! 

But King Ahasuerus was very wroth, and having consulted with his 
princes and counsellors, they, with a kind of tipsy gravity, by the mouth 
of one of them named Memucan, declared that nothing less than a royal 
decree deposing Queen Vashti, would make it safe for men to live with 
their wives after such an act of wifely daring. On which, again, Dr. A. 
Clarke writes : ** This reasoning or arguing was inconsequent and false. 
Vashti had not generally disobeyed the king, therefore she could be no 
precedent for the general conduct of the Persian women. She disobeyed 

* Bara avis in terris, nigroque simillima cygno. 
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only in one particular ; and this, to serve a purpose, Memncan draws into 
a general consequence ; and the rest came to the conclasion which he 
drew, being either too drunk to be able to discern right from rvrong, or 
too intent on reducing the women to a state of vassalage, to neglect the 
present favourable opportunity." I suppose the parade of enactment was 
only made to deprive honest Vashti of her crown. 

The loss of a queenly crown, and the disgrace that was attempted to 
be fixed upon her name, were but for a time ; for her name lives in 
honour, enshrined in the Book of God ; and doubtless it will be held in 
honour by all women that love the Lord Jesus Christ, whether they are 
the daring advocates of women's rights, or only quiet Marys who sit at 
Jesus' feet and hear His words. 

The Medo-Persian empire soon fell before the headlong rush of Alex- 
ander and his thirty thousand Greeks; and change after change has 
occurred in the government of those provinces ; but the reign of Queen 
Vashti in the realm of wifely modesty and womanly decorum remains. 
Long may it flourish ! T. C. 



THE WESLEYAN METHODIST LOCAL PREACHERS' 

MUTUAL-AID ASSOCIATION. 

Chapter XVHI. — Annual MssTiNa at St. George's, London, 1864. 

Bro. Richard Durley, Aylesbury, President. 

The Committee met at St. George's Chapel, London, East, on Saturday 
ovening, June 18th. A large number of places were occupied by the 
brethren on Sunday, the 19th, in London, Deptford, Woolwich, &c. 
The sittings began on Monday morning, at St. George's Chapel. 

The Report gave 1838 benefit members, being the same number as the 
year before, and 416 honorary; 20 less than the previous year. Total 
members, 2,254. Benefit members' subscriptions, £1,009 4s. Od., being 
J613 IBs. 6d. less than the previous year. Excess of expenditure over 
the income bad reduced the capital from dg3,959 Os. 9d., to M3,S22 16s. 3d. 

Bro. Richard Durley, of Aylesbury, was elected President, Bros. 
Wild and J. Carter re-elected Treasurers, and Bro. Chamberlain, Hon. 
Secretary. 

During Mr. Arundale's year of office he had proposed to raise £2,000, 
and gave £50 himself towards this object. This subject was brought up 
at this meeting, and liberal promises were made by several brethren. 

The Magazine came on for discussion. It had been suggested that 
the title be altered. This was spoken to by Bros. Chamberlain, Hirst, 
Lawton, Rose, Harding, Stephens, J. Andrew, A. Andrew, Nelstrop, 
Rowland, Cuthbertson, and Wade. Little came of this discussion, and 
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the Magftzine was to be contiDaed as before. The loss upon it in 186S 
was £60 2s. 9d. 

A tea and public meeting was held in 8t. George's Chapel. The public 
meeting was presided over by the ex-president, Bro. Amndale. The 
meeting was addressed by the Chairman, and Bros. Cathbertson, 
Nelstrop, Harding, Wild, Cbipchase, Lawton, Captain Eang, and the 
famous James Canghey, the American reviyalist, who stated '* That he 
always found in his special work his most efifective helpers were Local 
Preachers. They had always nobly stood by him in his reyival work, 
and greatly cheered and comforted him.'* 

At the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America that year, it was resolved to recommend to each Annual Con- 
ference to publish in their Conference minutes the name and post-office 
address of every Local Preacher within their bounds. Why cannot oar 
Methodist Conferences do the same ? They don't do much for their local 
brethren. Surely they could do that. 



Chapter XIX. — Annual Mebtino held at Nobwioh. 1865. 
Bbo. John Cartbb, London, President. 

On Saturday eyening, June the 10th, the Committee met in the Vestry 
of CaWert Street Chapel. Sermons were preached by the brethren in 
several chapels, and collections made on the Sunday. 

The sittings commenced on Monday morning at ten o*clock. Report 
showed 1,786 benefit and 420 hon. members, total 2,156; being a 
decrease of 102 benefit, and an increase of 4 hon. members. The benefit 
members' subscriptions this year amounted to £970 14s. lOd., being 
£38 9s. 2d. less than the former year. The income, through the efforts 
put forth to raise Jg2,000, had increased by £451, raising the property of 
the Association to £4,278 16s., being the highest amount it had yet 
reached. 

Bro. John Carter, of London, was elected President, Bros. Wild and 
J. Carter, Treasurers, Bro. Chamberlain, Hon. Secretary. 

There were only about thirty brethren present at this meeting, and 
there was little business done, except the making up of what was called 
the President's £2,000. James Wild and John Carter gave £50 each 
towards it. 

The Magazine came before the meeting under new editorial manage- 
ment. Up to the end of 1864 between £40 and £50 had been paid 
yearly for editorial services. One of the committee thought this amount 
could be saved, and the character of the magazine not lowered. It was 
therefore proposed, in committee, towards the end of 1864, that a paid 
editor be dispensed with, and that a publication committee be formed, to 
consist of seven brethren, three of them to read and judge respecting all 
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Gontribntions sent for insertion, and that proofs be sent to the others. 
This was agreed to, and it has been our practice up to the present time ; 
and the magazine has been conducted since that date free of all charge^ 
Under the new editorial staff the magazine rose the first year upwards of 
300 copies monthly. 

It must be remembered that the magazine account is made up at the 
end of the year. Hence the loss of Jg60 4s. Id. was for the year 1864, 
although this amount appears in the Eeport for the year 1865. 

A tea and public meeting was held in connection with Galvert Street 
Ohapel. A. J. N. Chamberlin, Esq., presided over the public meeting, 
and said he did not know of the Association till the other day. He 
intended to be a subscriber to it henceforward, and to advocate its claims : 
and he has faithfully kept his word. The meeting was addressed by Bros. 
Cuthbertson, J. Andrew, J. Wade 1st, J. Towne, J. H. Tillett, J. Carter, 
J. Wade 2nd, Hirst, and Flatman. Mr. Tillett holds advanced views, 
and has very little sympathy with such ecclesiastical distinctions as lay 
and cleric. He looks upon that man as a preacher who can preach the 
Ck>8pel, whether he be paid or unpaid. 

Chapteb XX.— Annual Meeting held at Sheffield. 1866. 

Bbotheb Thomas Cole, Sheffield, President. 

The Committee met in a room belonging to Norfolk Street Chapel, 
Sheffield, Saturday evening, June 2nd. Twenty-five chapels were occu- 
pied by the brethren on Sunday, and collections made in some of them for 
the funds. 

The Beport showed 1,674 benefit members, 381 honorary, total 2,055 ; 
being a decrease of 62 benefit members on the year, and 89 honorary, 
total decrease 101. Benefit members* subscriptions, £949 15s. 8d. ; 
decrease on the former year, £30 17s. 2d. The property of the Associa- 
tion had increased by £402 19s. lOd., enabling the Treasurer to invest 
£700, and making the capital £4,681 15s. lOd. This favourable position 
of the funded property had been brought about by the efforts made to 
raise £2,000. It is strange that the number of members should have 
gone down, when the funds were going up. 

Brother Thos. Cole was elected President, and in consequence of the 
death of Mr. Wild the Treasurer ; Brother John Carter, assistant 
Treasurer, was elected sole Treasurer for the ensuing year. Mr. Thos. 
Chamberlain was re-elected Hon. Secretary. 

Notice of nine alterations in the rules had been given, but only one 
insignificant one was made. One of these notices was to open the. Asso- 
ciation to the New Connexion. This was discussed at length, but was 
negatived. One of the brethren said at the close of the sitting, 
<< Evidently a Local Preachers' annual meeting is one of the most 
Conservative bodies upon earth." 
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The Magazine. The new arrangement for condacting the Magazine 
by hon. editors had been so far snccessfnl that the circalation for 1865 
had risen 870 a month over that of 1864 ; and the loss npon it on the 
year 1865 was only £23 188. 

A pnblic tea meeting was held in the Schoolroom, Ghapel Walk, after 
which there was a pnblic meeting in Norfolk Street Chapel, the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Thomas Cole, in the chair. He said : *' he considered it to be 
an hononr to belong to snch a society as the present ; the objects com- 
mending themselres to e^ery man's conscience. It was their daty to 
relieve the wants of their old Local Preachers, who had for many yean 
proclaimed the unsearchable riches of Christ.'' The meeting was after- 
wards addressed by Bros. Chamberlain, Lawton, Unwin, Nelstrop, Pell, 
Bowron, Wade the 2nd, and others ; and although it was but briefly 
reported, it was a most effectire meeting, the collection amounting to £20, 
and several honorary members added. 

This was the third meeting held at Sheffield. From the first Sheffield 
has done nobly, and the meeting for this year has been held there. 



Chapter XXI. — Annual Mbetino hkld at York. 1867. 

Brother David Hill, of York, President. 

The Committee met in the Vestry of New Street Wesleyan Chapel, on 
Saturday evening, Jane Ist. On Sunday, June 2nd, the brethren occo- 
pied thirty-six chapels, and about forty-six sermons were delivered. A 
love-feast also was held in New Street Chapel in the afternoon. In 
most of these chapels collections were made for the Association. 

On Monday morning the brethren met for business, about sixty being 
present. The Beport showed 1,686 benefit and 409 hon. members, 
total 2,095 ; being 12 increase of benefit, and 28 increase of hon* 
members. The subscriptions this year from benefit members amounted 
to Jd951 12s. 6d. ; increase £1 16s. lOd. Through an increase in free 
subscriptions the Treasurer was enabled to invest £300, bringing tkc 
property of the Association up to Jg4,868 3s. 6d. The income exceeded 
the expenditure by £186 7s. 8d. This favourable state of the funds wis 
unquestionably owing to the efibrts made to realise the £2,000. 

Bro. David Hill, of York, was unanimously chosen President, and Bro. 
John Carter re-elected Treasurer, and Bro. Thos. Chamberlain, Windfior, 
Hon. Secretary. 

The Magazine was one subject for conversation on the afternoon of 
Monday. There was the old Methodist scruple respecting tales in reli- 
gions periodicals ; but Mark Guy Pearce's ** Daniel Quorm" has put an 
end to those scruples for ever. The loss on the Magazine the year, 1866) 
was £22 8s. 2d. 

A travelling agent had been employed, as an experiment^ the lastyeir. 
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Some brethren had cherished most extravagant expectations from this 
step, and talked largely aboat raising £20,000 ; bat, alas I these great 
expectations came to an end. Paid travelling agents are not to the taste 
of the Methodist people. 

On the Monday evening the superintendent of the circuit preached, and 
the Lord's Sapper was celebrated. 

A memorial to the House of Commons was sent from this meeting to 
close all public-houses and beershops on the Lord's Day. 

A tea and public meeting was held on the Tuesday evening, David 
Hill, the President, presiding. It was addressed by Bros. Chamberlain, 
Nelskrop, Benson, Bowron, Wade 1st and 2nd, Madder, Towne, W. B. 
Carter, and Cuthbertson. Bro. Bowron came out on this occasion in one 
of his most telling speeches. A lengthened report of this York meeting: 
will be found in pages 214-218, Magazine 1867. 

IN MEMOBIAM. 

Bbotheb David Hill. 

Presid£nt of the Association, 1867. 

Brothibb David Hill was bom January 30, 1809, and died August 22^ 
1876, aged sixty-seven years six months and twenty-three days. 

Mr. Hill, from the high character he bore among his brethren, and the 
position he occupied in the city of York, was elected to the office of Pre- 
sident unanimously. On taking the chair he said : *^ He was much 
obliged for the confidence reposed in him . . . He could only say 
that York was glad of the meeting of the Association, and would always 
rejoice in its prosperity.*' 

On Tuesday evening, June 4th, a public meeting was held, and the- 
President, Mr. Hill, in the chair. His speech was a short one, but much 
to the point. Among other remarks, he said : ^* It is not necessary that 
a man be very learned in order to be a useful and successful preacher ;. 
but he must have good sense, true piety, and feel himself called of the 
Holy Ghost. Local Preachers must be men of good repute. It is forty- 
four years to-day since I was apprenticed, and thirty- seven since I wa& 
loosed. I am glad that the * Local Preachers' Association ' is now 
holding its meeting here, and that I have the privilege of being present. 
The brethren have come to the right place in coming to York. They 
must go where the money is, and I expect we shall have three or four 
five-pound notes on the plate this evening.'' The collection was a good 
one, amounting to £26 16s. 9d. 

From all that we can learn respecting Mr. Hill, he was a modest, 
retiring man, his own real worth carrying him to the front, those who 
knew him best esteeming him the most. At the time he held the office 
of President, he was an Alderman of York ; and although he never served 
as mayor, yet he acted in his turn as city magistrate, was treasurer of 
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the York Dispensary, director of two of the city companies, one of the 
charity tmstees, i^c. Bat aboye all, he was one of as, and at the time 
of his death was the oldest Local Preacher on the York plan. 

Althoagh Mr. Hill did not take so active a part in oar ABSOciataon as 
others we have noticed, yet he was in erery way worthy of the position he 
occupied among the namber of oar Presidents. 



MODERN LITERATURE: "THAT BEAUTIFUL WRETCH!"* 

*^ Thb niastrated London News " is the oldest and most saccessfal of oar 
pictorial weekly papers ; and, althoagh the " Graphic " has of late yean 
won for itself a vast amount of public patronage, and some cheaper papers 
also sell by thousands, yet this, the eldest of the illustrated papers, is 
still the favourite : its sale is enormous, and it is said to yield its 
proprietor a princely income. 

This year it has issued a holiday number of some fifty folio pages; 
and, except for advertisements, which occasionally intrude into the 
letter-press, it is filled with a tale with the above whimsical title, and is 
illustrated by some forty-four pictures, which are intended to show 
the course of the story, or to exhibit the scenery described, or to depict 
the fashionable attire of the present day. There is also a large 
ongraving, entitled, "A Greek Play," given with the number. 

Now, I have read several of the tales of fashionable life, which 
are said to be the delight of the higher classes, and to my mind they are 
essentially vulgar and empty ; and some of them so full of the wont 
aspects of evil in social life, that they are but a little better than the old 
indecencies of Holywell Street, most of which have been put down by the 
strong arm of the law. But, I thought, surely the *^ Illustrated London 
News," which may be said to stand at the head of one department of 
modern literature, will, for its own credit sake, give us something 
different and greatly better than this, so-called, mental food for high 
society. 

Accordingly I expected to find in its holiday number a story with a 
purpose, a tale from which some important social truths may be easily 
and pleasantly learned. I did not expect to find in William Black 
another Sir Walter Scott or a Charles Dickens or a William 
Thackeray ; but I did expect to find in him a teacher of the people, whose 
lessons should be, at least, worth remembering. For I am one of those 
who believe it possible to make works of the imagination to be lessons of 
truth, morality, and godliness. The most exquisitely beautiful tale that I 
have ever read fell from the lips of One who spake as never man spake, 

* <<That fieautifol Wretch!" A Brighton Stoiy. By William Blaox. 
Holiday Number of the '' IlluBtrated London News." June, 1881. 
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and it begins thns : *^ A certain man.kad two sons ; and the younger of 
them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth 
to me. And he divided unto them his liying/' Our readers will find 
this Eastern story in Luke xy. 11 to 32. Heaven alone can tell us how 
many trembling souls have learned from this story to rely upon the tender 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father. Of course I did not expect to find 
any such noble lesson as this in modern literature ; but again I say I did 
hope to find in this holiday number some food for thought, and some 
indications of the way in which men and women may walk uprightly 
without the teacher parading in gown and bands in a gothic building. 

These are some of the things I found. The pictui^e of ^' The Greek 
Play '* shows a part of the stone seats of the auditorium of a theatre. 
On the front seat is the figure of a female, a wreath of olive leaves 
encircles her head, and in her hand is an immense peacock feather fan, 
painted almobt black ; her figure is large, awkward, gaunt and bony, and 
her limbs are like those of a gladiator ; she is clad in a white garment, 
which, to English eyes, looks like a night- shirt with the sleeves cut off ; 
but is supposed to represent a Grecian garment of ceremony. Other 
figures of women and men are behind, mostly clad in the same fashion, 
and their faces and figures do not certainly give us any ide.a of 
the celebrated beauty of the Greeks. 

The strange title of the number, *^ That Beautiful Wretch," is said to 
ha?e been given to the heroine by a kind old relation, a famous Admiral 
in the British Navy ; " and that partly because she was a pretty 
and winning child, and partly because she was in the habit of saying 
surprisingly irreverent things.'' A more unlikely title to be given to a 
favourite little relative by a kindly and gentlemanly sailor it is almost 
impossible to conceive. The title-page shows us the *' Beautiful 
Wretch " depicted as a tall girl, with great length of limb, in a tight 
dress, as narrow as a corn-sack, right down to her heels. How in this 
dress she could get through the mixture of high grasses, ferns, gorse and 
brambles shown in the picture, is a puzzle for any observer. But during 
this stroll the Wretch makes the acquaintance of a wandering girl, called 
Singing Sail, a character introduced apparently without any object, except 
to make the reader ask^ whoever met with, or heard of such a girl ? 

** The Wretch " is really named Ann Beresford, and is the daughter of 
the late Sir Beresford, K.C.B., of the Indian service. Lady Beres- 
ford survives, and has, besides Ann, or Nan, four other daughters and a 
son, the youngest daughter being fifteen years old, and the eldest being 
married and living in India. Lady Bqresford is thus described : *' An 
elderly, sallow-faced, weak-looking woman. She had a nervous system 
that she worshipped as a sort of fetish ; and in turn the obliging divinity 
relieved her from many of the cares and troubles of this wearyful world. 
For how could she submit to any discomfort or privation ; or how could 
she receive objectionable visitors, or investigate cases of harrowing dis- 
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tress, or remonstrate with careless liv^ery stable-keepers, or call to account 
extortionate milliners, when this precioas nervoas system had to be 
considered ? Lady Beresford tamed away from these things, and ordered 
round her Bath-chair, and was taken oat to the end of the pier, that she 
might be soothed by the masic and the sea air." The anthor does not 
tell us who bore the '* cares and troubles of this weary ful world *' which 
Lady Beresford thus escaped ; and so a difficulty is suggested by himself 
which he has not answered. 

The hero of the tale is a naval officer named King, the second son of 
an old English gentleman who resides in one of the ancient mansions 
which characterise Old England. The eldest son is described as one 
who, in the sowing of his wild oats, had done his best to impoverish his 
father and disgrace his name. He marries at last a lady of more than 
questionable reputation, brings her to the old house at home, where the 
pair are kindly received, and both drink themselves drunken in their 
room the first night. The young bride then goes wandering about 
the house in search of more brandy. Eventually this eldest son 
disinherits himself in favour of the second son, out of regard for 
the reputation of the old name, the mansion, and all the belongings of an 
old country family. If any one can believe that such would be the con- 
duct of such a character, let him believe it. 

The young ladies Beresford go for a continental tour, leaving their 
mother, brother, and youngest sister at home ; but without any one to 
take care of them except a waiting-maid; and this is said to be the 
fashionable way for young ladies to go to ** Lucerne, and then over the 
Splugen, when it is cool enough, into Italy." This affords Captain 
Frank King a nice opportunity to meet with and make himself usefol 
to the young ladies, and especially to Nan, who is now seventeen years 
old, and whom he has previously met at a ball ; which ball requires three 
long chapters for its description, and for little dialogues, of which 
the following is a specimen : ^* Mamma," said Nan to Lady Beresford, 
"don't you think Tve done enough ? England can't expect you to do 
more than your duty, even with all those flags overhead. Gome away, 
and I will get you some tea ; though what would be better for you still 
would be some B and S." " Nan, how dare you ! " said her mother 
angrily, and glancing round at the same time. <* You may use such 
expressions if you like when you are with your brother. Pray, don't 
disgrace the whole family when you are elsewhere." " 'Mamma, dear," 
said Nan contritely, *^ it is madness ; pure madness. The excitement of 
my first ball has got into my brain." " Into your what ? " said her 
mother, with a smile. Nan, and Nan alone, could pacify her in 
a second. Such talk serves to remind one of the two dashing fashion- 
able ladies in the " Vicar of Wakefield," and that is all. 

The continental tour of the three Misses Beresford and Captain King 
of course requires several chapters of description and common-place con- 
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yersations, ending in the captain asking Nan to be his wife, and in her 
refusal of him, although liking him well. 

And then there is an interval of three years, in which Captain King 
sticks to his ship on a foreign station, and Nan, as her brother says to- 
the captain on his return home, ^' is on the pious lay. High Church, and 
reredoses, silver embroideries, don't you know, and visiting the poor,. 
and catching all sorts of confounded infection. And then, I suppose, 
she'll end by marrying that curate that's always about the house» 
What a shame it is ! she used to be such a brick. And to go and marry 
a curate." 

This brother Tom also informs the captain that bis youngest sister,. 
Margaret, ^' is in a hole. She is eighteen, and uncommonly good- 
looking, I think. Have some sherry. Well, the Baby made th& 
acquaintance, at somebody's house, of a young fellow, son of a barrister.. 
Not a farthing but what he picks up at pool. I don't think she meant 
anything ; I don't, a bit. There's a lot of that kind of nonsense goes on 
down there. Nan is the only one who has kept clear out of it. Well,, 
the guardians didn't see it ; and they went to the court ; and they got tho 
Vice- Chancellor to issue an order forbidding young Hanbury from having 
any sort of communication with Madge " (she being a ward in chancery)* 
** Now you know if you play any games with an order of that sort 
hanging over you, it's the very devil. It is. Won't you have some 
pickles ? " 

Thus enlightened. Captain King calls on Lady Beresford, hoping to see 
Ann, and to learn whether he or the curate had the greatest share in her 
affections. He did not see her ; bat he saw Madge, grown inta 
the likeness of what Ann was three years before. And so, he does not 
come to any further understanding with the old love, but straightway 
makes love, and shortly proposes to Madge; who accepts him with 
as much ease as Ann had declined him three years before. If thi» 
is the way affections are transferred — bandied about like shuttlecocks 
from battledore to battledore — among the upper classes, it shows 
how far their hearts have degenerated ; for we are told by the highest 
authority that God hath fashioned all hearts alike. But if this is- 
as unusual as it is unnatural, the aathor is guilty of an impertinence m 
setting before ufi '^uch ** a dish of skimmed milk." Worse, however^ 
remains ; for Madge, apparently without cause, suddenly elopes with her 
old love in spite of the yice-Chancellor, and leaves the way clear for Nan 
to cry off from a proposal from the High Church curate, and for Captain 
Eang to find out that he has never loved truly any other girl than Nan ; 
and for Nan to acknowledge that she has loved him ever since he 
proposed to her more than three years before. Of course the Vice* 
Chancellor vindicates his authority, and commits Madge's husband 
to prison. His father then sets him up in business as a brewer, which is 
supposed to ensure him a good fortune ; and, on proper submission bein^ 



274 BIOOBAPHT. 

made, the young Mftdge's fortune settled on heiself, and all expenses paid, 
be is ^l^hhTged. Another daughter marries a soda-water mtket 
of great wealth. And of course Captain King and Nan are happily 
married at last. Such is the tale. Its main faets are unnatural, 
its dialogues, when not slang, are prosy and stale enough. And 
the book ends with a full length drawing of the author, Whjjam 
Black, Author of '' That Beautiful Wretch," << Sunrise," &c., from s 
Painting by J. Pettie, BA. He is depicted as a young man with sharen 
whiskers but full moustache ; bareheaded, but clad else in a coat of mail ; 
with a sword in one hand and a roll of paper in the other. Such clothing 
is about as natural and suitable for this nineteenth century as his tale is 
to the realities of life. 

We lay the paper down with a sigh of regret that modem light 
literature is so poorly represented. Bather let a man take up the 
humble ^* Local Pbxachebs' Magazihe " and follow one of its writers 
through a picturesque " Tour." His time will not be wasted nor 
his patience tried as ours has been in conning oyer " That Beantifnl 
Wretch." T. C. 



BMEP MEMOIB OP THE LATE JOHN HODGSON, OF 

KEIGHLEY. 

The late brother, John Hodgson, was bom in Wensleydale, but removed 
to this district while still young. He was convinced of sin and was oon- 
Terted in early life, and was admitted on trial as a Local Preacher in the 
year 1834, and receiyed on the full plan in March, 1835, after a yery 
searching and ezhaustiye examination. Haying imbibed a loye for 
leaming in early life, he became conyersant with most of the standard 
works of the day, both secular and sacred; and, haying a retentire 
memory, he held fast to the last much of the yaluable leaming thus early 
stored in the mind. On becoming a Local Preacher, he not only read, 
but mastered, most of the more important theological works then ayailable 
to Local Preachers. 

Bat not content with studying for his own pleasure and profit, 
he endeayoured to assist his less fayoured brethren, and encouraged the 
young men connected with Methodism in Keighley to join him in this 
important branch of study. For many years he took a yery actire and 
leading part in a flourishing theological class, from which there came, in 
•course of time, a goodly number of Local Preachers of more than arerage 
ability ; while others entered the ranks of the itinerant ministry, and are 
doing good work for the Diyine Master in distant lands to-day. In 
such seryice he found a congenial sphere, and threw his whole energies 
into the work. 

Another sphere in which he loyed to labour, and with more than 
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ayerage snccess, was pioneer work, or opening out branch places. 
As illastrations of his saccess in sach work, we may mention Long Lee, 
Eastwood, Heber Street, and San Street. In each of these places he was 
one of the first and main movers, and his early and earnest efforts will foe 
held in gratefal remembrance by those who were his fellow-* labourers in 
these necessary offshoots from the central society at Temple Street. 

As a preacher he had a preference for doctrinal discourses, and was 
always clear and strong in his setting forth the great and fundamental 
doctrines of our holy religion. Though not a popular preacher, still he 
had many admirers among the more thoughtful members of our congrega- 
tions ; and especially in his earlier years of service for the Saviour, he was 
made the instrument of winning many souls. And, although for some 
years prior to his death he was in feeble health, and consequently unable 
to take a full share of work, still he remained in harness almost to the 
last days of life, until he was called to lay down the warrior's weapons and 
receive the victor's crown; having received a kind warning from the 
Heavenly King that his call home would probably be somewhat sudden. 
He laboured more earnestly to complete life's work here, while preparing 
more prayerfully for the rest that remaineth hereafter. He lived looking 
to, and labouring for, Jesus ; and died with the holy Bible open before 
him, his closing eye gazing on the glorious Gospel just before there burst 
upon his spiritual vision the exceeding and eternal weight of glory before 
the throne of God. Thus quietly and quickly closed a life of loving 
labour for the Lord, extending over nearly fifty years. 

" May we triumph so, when all our warfare's past, 
And dying, find our latest foe under our feet at last.'* 



MEMOIR OF MRS. MAWER, OP LOUTH. 

Susannah, wife of Mr. W. Mawer, Secretary of the Louth Branch of the 
Local Preachers' Mutual- Aid Association, was born at Ketsby, near Louth, 
Jan. 28th, 1818. Her parents being Methodists, she was brought 
in early life under the influence of those simple but powerful truths 
which have been blessed to the conversion of thousands. At the age of 
fourteen she entered a situation in Louth, and continued to reside in the 
town until her decease. In 1834 a gracious revival of the work of God 
broke out, and, under the ministry of the Rev. Charles Haydon, Susannah 
Ootton gave her heart to the Lord, thenceforth to be His alone. The 
same year she was received as a member into the society, and so con- 
tinued until the disruption, now dying out of the recollection of the 
churches. Becoming acquainted with William Mawer, a Local Preacher 
and Class Leader, they married in 1848. Two sons and a daughter were 
^ven to her; and her influence as a Christian mother will never be 
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forgotten by them. Finding her trne sphere in the home circle, she 
Bonght to lead her children to the Saviour, and had the joy of seeing one 
of her sons become a preacher of the Cross of Christ. Her husband being 
one of the expelled in 1858, they united together with the Methodist 
Free Church, of which she was a consistent member to the end of her 
days. For some years past her health had been declining, and on the 
first Sunday of the New Year, 1881, she went to the house of God for the 
last time. During the ensuing week sickness came on, and medical aid 
was deemed requisite. On Jan. 10th bronchitis set in ; and, the weather 
being severe, and her constitution feeble, all efforts to rally her were in 
vain ; and on Jan. 12th she fell asleep in Jesus, in the sixty-third year 
of her age. '' Absent from the body . . . present with the Lord.'* 
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TEA^PEBANCE AND LIFE 
ASSUBANOE. 

In his recent lecture at the City Tem- 
ple, the Kev. Joseph Cook quoted 
from the " National Temperance 
League's Annual*' the well-known 
experience of the United Kingdom 
Temperance and General Provident 
Institution, and read the following 
extracts from prospectuses of other 
insurance societies which have tem- 
perance sections : — 

The Emperor (52, Cannon Street, 
E.C.):— "The directors having had 
repeated applications from active 
and influential members of temper- 
ance societies in England and Soot- 
land to insure the lives of total 
abstainers at reduced premiums, there- 
by securing them an immediate bonus, 
have agreed to do so, the more 
readily that many years since the 
directors deemed it proper to secure 
for abstainers from intoxicating 
liquors the benefits resulting from 
their assumed longevity, and estab- 
lished a section in which they are 
kept apart, and receive their addi- 
tional profits. The wisdom of this 
step is daily becoming apparent, the 
experiment having proved greatly in 
favour of abstainers ; and the public 
press is awakening to the fact that 
abstaining assurers are * better lives * 
than ncn-abstainers." 
Thb Whittinotom (G8, Moorgate 



Street. E.C.) :—** It has been proved 
that the mortality among those who 
abstain from the use of alcoholic 
liquors is less than among ordinary 
lives. As such persons are entitled 
to the benefit of this fact, instead of 
having to share in the greater losses 
resulting from the deaths of non- 
abstainers, total abstainers are in- 
sured in a separate section, the profits 
of which are kept distinct from those 
of the general department, and de- 
termine the amount of the bonus in 
that section. In 1866, and again in 
1869, the bonus in this section was 
nearly 7 per cent higher than in the 
general department, while in 1872, 
1875, and 1878 it increased to 14 per 
cent." 

The Briton (429, Strand, W.C): 
— ** In order that those members of 
the association who abstain from the 
use of alcoholic beverages may enjoy 
such advantage from the practice, by 
way of decreased mortality, as it ii 
believed attach to it, the directors 
have established a special section to 
which only total abstainers are ad- 
mitted.'" 

The Sceptre (13, Finsbury Place 
South, E.C.) :— •* The experience of 
the past thirty years having proved 
that the mortality among those who 
abstain from the use of alcoholio 
beverages is less than among ordinary 
lives, and such persons being entitled 
to the benefits arising therefroxUf. 
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total abstainers are assured in a se- 
parate section, the profits of which 
are kept entirely distinct, and may 
fairly be expected to average more 
than those in the general depart- 
ment." 

The secretary of the last-named 
<3ompany (the Sceptre) has favoured 
US in a letter, dated April 12, 1881, 
•with the following information : — 
** During the past sixteen years we 
have issued 9,345 policies on the 
lives of non-abstainers (but are care- 
ful to exclude any who are not 
strictly temperate), and 3,396 on the 
lives of abstainers ; 524 of the former 
have died, but 91 only of the latter, 
or less than half the proportionate 
number, which, of course, is 190." — 
Temperance Record, 



HEROISM IN COMMON LIFE. 

OoMMON life is a true and perfect 
sphere for heroism. There are, in 
the life of every family, things that 
are magnificent and worthy of poetry 
and history, and that will be chanted 
in the other life. There are things in 
the experience of every household 
that are essentially heroic, connected 
with the conduct of parents towards 
their children, and of the children to- 
wards their parents, and of the chil- 
dren towards each other. They are 
not famous, they are not wide-sphered; 
but if you measure heroism by the 
moral quality, by the motive, you will 
find cradle-side heroism and bedside 
heroism, heroisms of distress and 
poverty, which are as eminent as any 
heroism that ever was on the battle- 
field or in the council chamber. Yes, 
and ten thousand times more so, 
because they are accompanied with 
less excitement and less prospects of 
sympathy and remuneration. For in 
the dull night, alone — oh, alone ! at 
the longest striking of the clock, alone ; 
at its shortest stroke, alone ; at its 
double stroke, alone; at three and 
four in the morning, alone ; with a 
sick babe, and no one to succour, sits 
the child of fortune, cultured, exqui- 
site in taste and sensitive in every 
moral feeling as an angel. At last, 
the longed-for sound, now hated, of 
the footsteps of him for whom she 



waits, comes to her ear; and some 
miserable dissipated creature wakes 
the night ; and he comes, rude and 
red and round, stumbling into the 
room; and she, with every feeling 
harrowed, with every taste offended, 
with her whole nature outraged, 
revolts. Yet, it was the first love, it 
was the only love, it was the husband 
of her youth, it was hers ; and she 
turns to forget her revolting and her 
shrinking, to meet him, to quiet him, 
to lead him to his disgraceful bed, to 
put him to sleep, to kneel while he 
snores in his drunken slumber, and 
amid tears, and prayers, and heart- 
breaking, and anguish, like another 
angel of God to him, to implore mercy 
for him. And not her own mother 
knows it ; not her own father knows 
it; no companion knows it. With 
her own life she is hiding his defor- 
mity. Now do you tell me that there 
is heroism like this on battle-field or 
in council-chambers ? 

And society is full of heroes of love 
and domestic fidelity. Thousands of 
them are unknown on earth. They 
march in ranks and battalions, so 
that we speak of them in nouns of 
multitude as drunkards' wives. All 
those that, under such circumstances, 
lift themselves up above the ordinary 
line of human conduct, are heroic. 
And God waits for them, and heaven 
is home-sick for them. Oh, how they 
will shine there ! Perchance, as you 
see them going through the street, 
meek and patient, their dress grow- 
ing more and more rusty, you smile 
pityingly, and say, *' They are poor 
drunkards' wives; they were pro- 
mising once, but they have gone 
down, down, down, and now they are 
nowhere." I beg your pardon, they 
have not gone down, they have been 
going up. And when you rise, with 
all your wealth, and learning, and 
genius, and stand in heaven, having 
escaped damnation so as by fire, 
you may stand lowest, and see them 
as far above you as the stars to-night 
are above your heads. For the last 
shall be first, and the lowest shall 
be highest. — Beecher. 
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The Bsv. Sidnst Gbkbn, of St. 
John's, Miles PlAtting, as an extreme 
Bitnalist, has been in Lancaster 
Gaol since last Noyember. The 
Queen has been petitioned, and a 
memorial has been sent to the Home 
Secretary on his behalf, and his case 
has also been bronght before Convo- 
cation, the bishops being requested 
to interfere. There appears no help 
lor the ter, gentleman, however 
mnch his obstinacy may be regretted. 
He is regarded as having violated 
chnrch law, and also the Uw of the 
land, and he still persists in holding 
his bishop and also Lord Penzance 
at defiance. 

Thb excessive heat of the weather 
has this year been remarkable. Of 
late years we have again and again 
heard an intimation that the son was 
diminishing, and his power being 
wasted. At any rate, during July 
and thus far in August, this does not 
appear to be the case. The great 
Creator has, no doabt, means of 
replenishing the glorious orb of day 
which the wisest scientists may be 
ignorant of. As in the Psalmist's 
day so in this; the sun "is as a 
bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 
and rejoiceth as a strong man to run 
a race, and there is nothing hid from 
the heat of his going forth. ' 

The late Dean Stanley was emi- 
nently adapted for his distinguished 
office as Dean of Westminster, and 
his death at the age of sixty-six will 
be almost universally regretted. There 
was a remarkable kindliness about his 
disposition so commendable as to 
endear him even to those who might 
differ from him. His amiability was 
calculated to make friends even of 
opponents. 

LosD Hathebley (William Page 
Wood) was much older, having at- 
tained to the age of eighty. It will 
for ever redound to his renown that, 
notwithstanding the highest honours 
being heaped upon him which any 
man can attain to as a law-officer of 
the Crown, he was in the constant 
habit for many years of his life of 



giving diligent attention to the work 
of Sabbath-school instruction. 

With Methodists the proceedings 
of the various Conferences will have 
been the interesting subject. Tbis 
year the Wesleyan Methodists report 
an increase of 4,000, and the Home 
Mission Fund has been well sup- 
ported. The Bev. A. MacAuley is 
eminently fitted to hold his place ss 
Secretary to this department of the 
work of Methodism, and the prosper- 
ous state of the Home Mission Fond 
bespeaks a vitality which may well 
be regarded as encouraging. The 
feet that no young men can be re- 
ceived on probation from the District 
Meetings this year will be a great 
disappointment to many, and there 
may be something in the words of 
Mr. J. W. Gabriel worth considering: 
*' He thought they kept their students 
too long at their colleges." The con- 
versation on the " State of the Work" 
in the Pastoral Conference was inte- 
esting, and contained suggestions 
which ought to be turned to acconnt. 
Mr. Hutcheon, from Falmouth, took 
the lead with no uncertain key-note. 
Listead of hurrying to and from the 
villages, where convenient, let the 
regular minister spend several days 
together at them. There would then 
very soon be a different state of things 
in very many of the country societies. 
We have not a word to say against 
the employment of what are called 
lay agents, but we do insist that what 
is most needed is for the ministers to 
be foremost in the work of evangelisou 
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SAINT JOHN THE AGED. 

I'm growing very old. This weary head 
That hath so often leaned on Jean's breast 
Li days long past, that seem almost a 

dream, 
Is bent and hoary with its weight of years. 
These limbs that followed Him, my 

Master, oft 
From Galilee to Jndah ; yea, that stood 
Beneath the cross, and trembled with Hii 

groans, 
Bef nse to bear me even through the streets 
To preach nnto my children. E'en my lips 
Bef nse to form the words my heart sends 

forth. 
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My ears are dnU ; they scarcely hear the 

sobs 
Of my dear children gathered round my 

conch; 
My eyes so dim they cannot see the tears. 
Ood lays His hand npon me— yea, His kand^ 
And not His rod, — ^the gentle hand that I 
Felt those three years, so often pressed 

in mine 
Tn friendship snch as passeth woman's love. 

I'm old, so old! I cannot recollect 
The faces of my friends, and I forget 
The words and deeds that make np daily 

life; 
But that dear face, and every word He 

spake, 
Grow more distinct as others fade away ; 
So that I lire with Him and holy dead 
More than with Uving men. 

Some seventy years ago 
I was a fisher by the sacred sea : 
It was at sunset. How the tranqnil tide 
Bathed dreamily the pebbles ! How the 

Ught 
Crept np the distant hills, and in its wake 
Soft purple shadows wrapped the dewy 

fields 1 
And then He came and called me: then 

I gazed 
For the first time upon that sacred face. 
Those eyes, from which, as from a window 

shone 
A light divine, looked on my inmost soul, 
And lighted it for ever. Then His words 
Broke on the edlence of my heart, and made 
The whole world musical. Incarnate love 
Took hold of me, and claimed me for its 

own: 
I followed in the twilight, holding fast 
His mantle. 

Oh; what holy walks we had 
Through harvest fields, and desolate 

dreary wastes; 
And oftentimes He leaned upon my arm 
Wearied and wayworn. I was young and 

strong, 
And so upbore Him. Lord I now I am weak 
And old and weary. Let me rest on Thee ! 
So put Thine arm around me closer still I 
How strong Thou art t The daylight draws 

apace : 
Gome let us leave these noisy streets and 

take 
The path to Bethany ; for Mary's smile 
Awaits us at the gate, and Martha's hands 
Have long prepared the cheerful evening 

meal: 
Gome, James, the Master waits, and, 

Peter, see, 
Has gone some steps before. 

What say you, friends ? 
That this is Ephesus, and Christ has gone 
Back to His langdom ? Ay, 'tis so, 'tis so, 
I know it all ; and yet, just now, I seemed 
To stand once more upon my native hills, 
And touch my Master. Oh how oft I've 
seen 



The touching of His garments heal the sick 

And bring back strength to shaking pal- 
sied limbs ! 

I feel it has to mine. 

Up 1 bear me to the church, my friends^ 
once more ; 

There let me tell them of a Saviour's love ; 

For by the sweetness of my Master's voice 

Just now, I think He must be very near, 

Coming, I trust, to break the veil which 
time 

Has worn so thin that I can see beyond, 

And watch His footsteps. 

So raise up my head : 
How dark it is 1 I cannot seem to see 
The faces of my fiock. Is that the sea 
That murmurs so, or are ye weeping all ? 
Hush I little children I God so loved the 

world 
He gave His Son ; so love ye one another. 
Love God and men. Amen I Now bear 

me back ; 
My legacy unto an angry world is this. 
My work is finished. Are the streets so 

full? 
What call the flock my name ? the holy 

John? 
Nay, rather write me Jesus Christ's belov'd 
And lover of my children. 

Lay mo down 
Once more upon my couch, and open wide 
The eastern window. See ! there comes 

a light 
Like that which broke upon my soul at 

even 
When, in the Isle of Patmos, Gabriel came 
And touched me on the shoulder. See! 

it grows 
As when we mounted to the pearly gates ; 
I know the way ! I trod it once before. 
And hark ! it is the song the ransomed sang 
Of glory to the Lamb. How loud it 

sounds ! 
And that unwritten one I Methinks my 

soul 
Can join it now. But who are these who 

crowd 
The shining way ? I joy ! 'tis the eleven t 
With Peter .first. How eagerly he looks ! 
I am the last. Once more we are complete 
To gather round the Paschal feast. 

My place 
Is next my Master,— Oh, my Lord! my 

Lord ! 
How bright Thou art, and yet the very 

same 
I loved of old! 'Tis worth the hundred 

years 
To feel this bliss. So lift me up, dear Lord^ 
Unto Thy bosom. There shall I abide. 



Those who reprove us are more 
valuable friends than those who flatter 
us. True progress requires either 
faithful friends or severe enemies. 
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Seeds and Saplings. 105 Original 
Outlines of Sermons and Sunday- 
school Addresses. London: Elliot 
Stock. 110 Pages. Price 2s. 6d. 

A NICELY got out book, and the out- 
lines are very brief. We thought wa 
would look through it until we came 
to a text that we have an outline of, 
and here it is, page 65. We will first 
give our author's, and then our own, 
and our readers can take their 
choice. 

Acts X. 38 — "Jesus of Nazareth, 
who went about doing good." 

'* Doing good " was the main busi- 
ness of the Saviour's life ; not for ap- 
plause or personal gain, but to diffuse 
peace and liappiness among men. In 
this He has left us an example. 

I. ** Doing good " is an evidence of 
a Cbristlike nature. 

II. *' Doing good " involves discou- 
ragement and opposition. 

III. ''Doing good*' demands self- 
denying toil. 

IV. ** Doing good " is one condition 
of getting good. 

Thus far our author. 



Now for our own. 

How wonderful are the operations 
of Providence. Peter praying at 
Joppa; the Centurion praying at 
Oaesarea. Leaving the circumstances 
connected with the text I shall Invite 
you to come and follow Him " Who 
went about doing good.*' 

I. To witness His miracles. 

II. To listen to His teaching. 

III. To mark the spirit in which 
He acted in His intercourse among 
men. 

IV. The one aim He had in His 
miracles. His teaching, His spirit and 
conduct. *'He went about doing 
good." 

Of course, as our author gives no 
particulars, we give none. Our 
readers must fill up the best way they 
can. 

Outlines may be of use to some, but 
we think that a preacher when he has 
fixed upon a text had far better draw 
out his own outlines; it may re- 
quire much study and thought, but if 



he has once a good foundation he may 
build upon it in safety. We remem- 
ber once choosing a text and forming 
an outline, but it did not go. We 
pulled it all down and began a fresh 
one, with some considerable pains 
and labour, and it has gone since 
wherever the preacher has gone, and, 
we believe, with good effect. 

The Life of our Lord : With Com- 
pared references from the Bible, 
&c. By Fbancis Sangstbb. Lon- 
don : Elliot Stock. 60 pages. 

A SHALii quarto book, with coloured 
map of Palestine. Its principal value, 
as it appears to us, is that it gives a 
chronological history of our Lord's 
life, teaching, miracles, &c., by ex- 
tracts from the four evangelists, 
beginning with the Annunciation 
(Luke i. 1-4) and ending with the 
Ascension (Luke xxiv. 52, 53). 

The writer's guides are Henry 
Ware, of Harvard University, and the 
late Kobert Mimpriss. The purchaser 
of this book will find, as he traces the 
various stages and events recorded 
therein, and fills up the blank spaces 
with his notes, that he has entered 
upon an interesting and instructive 
study. 

How many times did our Lord 
appear after His resurrection? is a 
question which has been frequently 
asked. This book gives eleven dis- 
tinct appearances, which are care- 
fully marked by references to the 
Gospel history. The first to Mary 
Magdalene ; the eleventh to His disci- 
ples when He ascended, and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight 
(Luke xxiv. 50). 

The Anti- Scriptural Dogma of the 
Annihilation of the Wicked : Being 
a Review and Refutation of so- 
called ** Pauline Theology ; '* toge- 
ther with a re-statement of the 
Question. By John Robinson, 
Jun. Blyth : John Robinson, Jun., 
& Son. 52 pages. Price 6d. 

This is a very solemn subject, and 
should be treated in a very serious 
manner. Whether the wicked will 
be annihilated at death, or not, if we 
believe the teaching of the Scripture 
we have the authoritative utterance, 
'* Say ye to the righteous, it shall be 
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well with him ; Woe unto the wicked, 
it shall he ill with him." This ought 
to lead us all, in deep humility of 
mind, to pray Balaam's prayer : " Let 
me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my last end he like his." 

Christianity and Priestcraft: In a 
series of letters. By Philo-His- 
TORicus. Aylesbury: Printed by 
Hazell, Watson, and Viney. 20 
pages. 

There is some sharp shooting at the 
clerics. Were it not that we have the 
name of the writer, we should have 
thought it had emanated from our old 
friend B. North, for it runs exactly 
in his line. Priestcraft is doomed, 
and men like the writer may say 
with Charles Mackay : 

" Ijo ! a dead's about to vanish 
From the day. 
Lo I the right's about to conquer — 
Clear the way." 

Consecration : An Essay on Sanctifi- 
cation, delivered at a District 
Association of Primitive Methodist 
Ministers. Elliot Stock. 30 pages. 

A VERY excellent production, but 
rather dear for 4d. 

The Preacher's Analyst for July. 
Containing a leading Sermon by 
the Editor, with Sketches, Out- 
lines, &c., &c. Price 4d. 



THE LEG OF MUTTON ; 

OB, A DINNEB WOBTH WAITINO VOB. 

I NEED not tell my readers how many 
years have elapsed since I became 
acquainted with ** a mother in Israel, 
a widov7 indeed," but not desolate. 
For her declining yeard have been, 
as it were, *• garlanded with honour, 
love, obedience, and troops of friends," 
many of those friends her own chil- 
dren and grandchildren, who " rise up 
and call her blessed." 

When she was a young and lovely 
woman she married an affectionate, 
intelligent, prosperous young man, 
who loved her, and who, by his cle- 
Terness and assiduity in business, 
was well able " to make a happy fire- 



side clime for weans and wife," so 
that she had every prospect of such 
a married life as is oftener pictured 
by imagination than realised in ex- 
perience. But (alas! that this un- 
welcome disjunctive conjunction 
should so frequently cloud the fairest 
sky, and bring change over the spirit 
of our brightest dreams), the indus- 
trious, affectionate husband, in an 
evil hour became acquainted with a 
knot of idle, pleasure-loving young 
men who sought his company con- 
stantly, and by their temptations 
induced him to frequent places of 
amusement when he should have been 
attending to his business. The good 
wife saw this change, and saw it 
with pain ; hut instead of meeting it 
with reproach, she redoubled her 
exertions to make his home attractive ; 
and as his manners towards herself 
were always tender and affectionate 
there was no apparent breach of 
family peace. 

Oq one occasion he told her that 
he was obliged to leave home early 
the next morning, in order to collect 
some outstanding debts, and that he 
did not think he could be home to 
their usual early dinner. Accord- 
ingly he set off; and she determined 
to put off the dinner to a later hour, 
in order to have his company at their 
meal in the first place, and also be- 
cause the dinner provided for him 
that day was his own favourite dish ; 
a leg of mutton. So the dinner 
(usually at three) was put off this day 
till five o'clock; but five o'clock 
came, and he was not home ; half- 
past five, six — still absent. The wife 
became uueasy and anxious, and 
many a step she took to and fro 
watching the leg of mutton covered 
up before the kitchen fire, and the 
window from which she could catch 
the first glimpse of the horse and his 
rider. 

About seven he arrived, and was 
warmly welcomed, with affectionate 
regrets for his fatiguing ride and 
protracted fast ; and when he came 
into the parlour, to his surprise, he 
saw the neatly-laid family table as 
usual. '* Surely, my dear," he said, 
" you have not waited dinner to this 
hour ?" 

"Surely I have, my dear," she 
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replied, " and if yon had been still 
later I shonld have waited on all the 
same. Do you think I conld sit down 
in comfort to enjoy the dinner pro- 
vided for ns by your industry, and 
you fatiguing yourself all day to pro- 
vide means for dinners to come ? and 
a leg of mutton, too — ^your favourite 
dish — for dinner ! No, no, I'm nothing 
the worse for the waiting now that I 
see you home, and you ought to have 
a good appetite by this time ! " 

He sat down to the table looking 
pale and depressed, which his wife 
attributed to the fatigue of his journey 
and want of refreshment ; but when 
he attempted to eat he felt a choking 
sensation in his throat, and suddenly 
rose and left the table. His anxious 
wife, seeing he did not return imme- 
diately, followed him, and besieged 
him with affectionate inquiries, fear- 
ing he had been taken suddenly ill. 

"I am not ill, dear," he replied, 
** but I am torry and unable to eat. I 
am not worthy of your love and 
attention. You waited dinner for me 
,all day, thinking that I was about my 
business as I should have been ; but 
I will confess all to you. I spent my 
day and lost my money gambling, 
and dearly am I now paying for my 
misspent day ; but I promise you that 
(God being my helper) I will not bet 
again for seven years." 

He seemed to be relieved by his 
confession and consequent resolution 
for the future, and returned to the 
table with his wife to the now cold 
dinner ; and as they sat together he 
told her that if she had met him as 
he deserved, either with reproach or 
coldness, or even if she had eaten her 
dinner before his arrival, he would 
not have been so conscience-stricken ; 
but that the sight of the long-kept 
dinner and her loving, unsuspecting 
countenance had quite unmanned 
him. 

She herself told me in conclusion 
that her husband not merely kept his 
vow with regard to the seven years, 
but that he never again joined his 
worthless companions ; and long be- 
fore the seven years had elapsed the 
Lord had taught him a more excellent 
way, in answer to the prayers of the 
faithful, believing wife, who left her 
cause in the hands of Him who has 



" all hearts in His hands, and tumeth 
them as the rivers of water whither- 
soever He will." 

I never forget my dear old friend's 
suggestive narrative. Many a wife is 
tried as she was ; but instead of acting 
with her tact and prudence, they 
make use of that unruly member 
against the erring husband that 
aroases all his self-will and determina- 
tion. 

In the case of the gambling-table, 
though she did not know of his being 
there on that occasion, she knew of it 
on many others, but she never dared 
to reprove her husband. I heard her 
say that the nearest approach to 
reproof that she ever made was to 
tell him that though she felt she was 
on her own way to heaven, she did 
not believe she could be happy even 
there without him, and praying him, 
for her sake, to cast in his lot with 
the people of God. " How knowest 
thou, O wife ! whether thou shalt 
save thy husband ? " He has long 
since entered into his rest, blessing 
her with his last breath ; and she is 
still on her pilgrim journey to that 
happy land where she will yet join the 
husband of her youth in singing the 
song of Moses and of the Lamb.-- 
Sunday at Home. 



HUSBANDS AND THEIB HABITS. 

Some husbands never leave home in 
the morning without kissing their 
wives and bidding them " good-by, 
dear," in the tones of unwearied love; 
and whether it be policy or fact it has 
all the effect of fact, and those homes 
are generally pleasant ones, providing 
always that the wives are apprecia- 
tive and welcome the discipline in 
a kindly spirit. We know an old 
gentleman who lived with his wife 
over fifty years, and never left home 
without the kiss and the ''good-by, 
dear." Some husbands shake hands 
with their wives and hurry off as fast 
as possible, as though the effort were 
a something that they were anxious 
to forget, holding their heads down 
and darting round the first comer. 
Some husbands before leaving home 
ask very tenderly, ** What would yon 
like for dinner, my dear ? " knowing 



PHENOMENA OF THE UONTHS. 



28a 



all the while that she will select 
something for his partioalar palate, 
and off he goes. Some hasbands 
will leave home without sayiog any- 
thing at all, but thinking a good deal, 
as evinced by their turning round at 
the last point of observation and 
waving an adieu at the pleasant face 
or faces at the window. Some hus- 
bands never say a word, rising from 
the breakfast table with the lofty 
indifference of a lord, and going out 
with a heartless disregard of those 
left behind. It is a fortunate thing 
for their wives that they can find 
sympathy elsewhere. Some hus- 
bands never leave home without some 
imkind word or look, apparently 
thinking that such a course will keep 
things straight in their absence. 
Then, on returning, some husbands 
come home jolly and happy, unsoured 
by the world ; some sulky and surly 
with its disappointment. Some hus- 
bands bring home a newspaper or a 
book, and bury themselves for the 
evening in its contents. Some hus- 
bands are called away every evening 
by business or social engagements; 
some doze in speechless stupidity on 
a sofa until bedtime. Some hus- 
bands are curious to learn of their 
wives what has transpired through 
the day; others are attracted by 
nothing short of a child's tumbling 
downstairs or the house taking fire. 
" Depend upon it," says Dr. Spooner, 
** that home is the happiest where 
kindness and interest and politeness 
and attention are the rule on the part 
of the husbands — of course all the 
responsibility rests with them—and 
temptation finds no footing there." 



SERVANTS. 

The celebrated Earl of Chesterfield 
left, by his will, legacies to all his 
menial servants, equal to two years' 
wages each, considering them " as his 
imfortunate friends, equal by birth, 
and only inferior by fortune." John 
Claude, when on his dying bed, thus 
addressed his son, who, with an old 
servant, was kneeling before him : 
** Be mindful of this domestic ; as you 
Talue my blessing, take care that she 
wants nothing as long as she lives." 



l^}itnomtm 0t tJft Pontics. 

SEPTEMBER. 

The sun rises on the 1st at thirteen 
minutes after five, and sets at forty- 
six minutes after six. On the 30th 
he rises at fifty-nine minutes after 
five, and sets at forty-one minutes 
after five. Hence the day shortens 
by forty-six minutes in the morning, 
and one hour and five minutes in the 
evening. 

Full moon on the 8th thirty-nine 
minutes after four in the morning. 
New moon on the 23rd at fifty-five 
minutes after eleven in the morning. 
She is nearest the earth on the 6th, 
and most distant from it on the 
18th. 

Mercury is an evening star, setting 
on the 3rd at fourteen minutes after 
sunset, which interval slowly in- 
creases, and on the 28th he sets at 
twenty -five minutes after sunset. He 
is near the moon on the 25 th, and at 
his greatest distance from the sun on 
the 29th. 

Venus is a morning star, rising on 
the 8th at three hours thirty-seven 
minutes before the sun. On the 28th 
she rises at three hours eighteen 
minutes before the sun, and is near 
the moon on the 20th. 

Mars rises on the 7th at three 
minutes after ten p.m., and on the 
27th at twenty-four minutes after 
nine p.m. He is near the moon on 
the 15th, and with the sun on the 
21st. 

Jupiter rises on the 7th at two 
hours fifteen minutes after sunset, 
and on the 27th at one hour forty-one 
minutes after sunset. He is near the 
moon on the 13th. 

Saturn rises on the 7th one hour 
fifty minutes after sunset, and on the 
27 th one hour fourteen minutes after 
sunset. He is near the moon on the 
12th. 

High water at London Bridge on 
the 1st at five minutes after six in the 
morning, and twenty-eight minutes 
after six in the afternoon. On the 
30th forty-five minutes after five in 
the morning, and ten minutes after 
six in the afternoon. 

Great Fire of London broke out on 
2nd, 1666, L. A. Thiers died on the 
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3rd, 1877. Dr. Johnson bom on the 
7th, 1709. Sebastopol taken on the 
9th, 1865. Dnke of Wellington died 
on the 14th, 1852. Siege of Paris 
began on the 20th, 1870. 



The TBst creatkm, save idiere hell doih 



MUSIC IN NATURE. 

THE CONSTELLATION LYRA. 

Beautifijl art thou — jei thou giy'st no 

tone 
To the gross dnlness of our mortal ears ; 
Bnt He who hung thee in His temple, 

hears 
Thy neyer-ceasing hymn ; nor thine alone. 



And Adam's race bedew their earth with 

tears. 
Sends up the anthem of ten thoasand 

spheres ; 
Ten thousand times ten thousand, round 

Ihe throne 
Fin ttie deep harmony fmm pole to pole, 
Since first created li^t from Him broke 

out, 
"When the celestial choir with praises rang, 
When heaven's great diapason 'gan to roll, 
When all the sons of Gkxl for joj did 

shont. 
And all the morning stars in order sang. 

M. S. 




uttial-^ib %BBOtmixon "^tigaxUx. 



LEA BRIDGE. 

July 6th, 1881. 

Dear Bbo. Sims, — On Wednesday, 
Jane 29th, we had a good and happy 
day in connection with the Gromford 
Branch of the Local Preachers' Mu- 
tual-Aid Association, our ex-President 
having iniimated in a letter to the 
Local Secretary that at the close of 
the Sheffield meeting he and Bro. 
Benson and Bro. Rose would spend a 
few days in Matlock, and that if a 
meeting could he arranged for, they 
would be glad to attend and advocate 
the claims of our Association. The 
friends were glad of such an oppor- 
i unity to hold a meeting, and at once 
set about getting bills and circulars 
printed and distributed, announcing 
the meetings ; and certainly they have 
been the best and most enthusiastic 
meetings ever held In connection with 
the Oromford Branch. We had also 
the co-operation, help, and sympa- 
thies of the Wesleyan and Free 
Church ministers. In the afternoon 
Bro. Benson gave a rich discourse on 
the power of the Cross of Christ. 
Considerable influence was felt while 
Bro. Benson was preaching, which 
drew forth repeated responses of 
** Glory be to God." Public tea was 
provided, of which a goodly number 
partook. The public meeting was 
warm and enthusiastic. 

It was regretted that our liberal 
and sympathising friend Mr. Wild- 
Toose could not (as he intended) take 



the chair, but kindly handed over to 
the Secretary next day one pound for 
the collection. 

Mr. Riddle, from St. Ives, Hants, 
occupied the chair in a very interest^ 
ing and agreeable manner. After the 
Local Secretary had given a brief re- 
port, and made a few remarks, Bro. 
Rose, of Aylesbury, gave a somewhat 
humorous but a capital address; 
the only drawback was, it being too 
short. Then Bro. Benson, who is a 
matter-of-fact man, delivered a very 
practical speech, giving the meeting 
an outline of the origin, rules and 
benefits of the Association. 

Then came our ex-President, Mr. 
Madder, than whom the Association 
has hut few more disinterested and 
philanthropic members ; who has, 
during the last twelve months, been 
in labours more abundant and in 
journeyings often, soliciting aid on 
behalf of his local brethren. Indeed, 
the condition and necessities of his 
aged brethren have been on his heart 
and on his brain so much that, 
although he came to Matlock pro- 
fessedly for rest and to recruit his 
energies, he could not well rest, hat 
must be doing. " God bless the man.' 
We could wish for the Associations 
sake the Madders were a handred- 
fold. 

The meetings, I believe, have 
served to arouse our sleepy energies, 
and given an impetus to onr Branch; 
as at the close a gentleman and a lady 
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each promised ns an annual subscrip- 
tion, twenty- one shillings per year, 
and several of the local brethren also 
have promised to join the Association ; 
and I hope we shall become a richer 
and a stronger Branch. 

^Enclosed please find post-ofi^ce 
order for £7 15s., as the financial 
result of the meeting. I will send 
you in a few days the schedule for 
July with the annual honorary sub- 
scriptions. — ^Yours truly, 

George Babeeb, 
Secretary. 

Dear Bbo. Sims, — ^In reference to 
our Annual Meeting of 1881 we have 
had large conceptions, and have asked 
largely for chapels, &c., in the dis- 
trict. God very greatly honoured our 
faith both in Him and our Methodist 
Preachers and people ; but without 
the very generous help of our brethren, 
our plans must have failed ; and we 
are as deeply indebted to our brethren 
who kindly took the smaller places 
as to those who took the larger; 
in fact, for the completeness of the 
snccess, more so. As a Committee 
we feel this, and trust that our bre- 
thren will accept our heartfelt thanks 
and that in future we may all look at 
the matter in this light. Possibly 
were a Committee perfect in know- 
ledge, they might do better in the 
selection of men and places; but 
with the imperfect knowledge we had, 
in the sight of God, we earnestly 
tried to do our best, and are thankful 
for the total results. 

Yours truly, 

T. TUBTLE. 



Church," Savannah, Georgia. He 
is also President of the ^* National 
Association of Local Preachers," 
United States of America; with 
which body our Association sustaina 
pleasant and fraternal relations. 



A HIGH COMPLIMENT. 

Bey. Isaac P. Code, a local elder of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Baltimore, Maryland, has been ho- 
noured with the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity by the well-known ** Emory 
College," Georgia, of the Methodist 
EpiscoparChurch South. Mr. Cook 
is the writer of an interesting and 
able article on ''Wesley and Lay 
Preachers" in the great "Wesley 
Memorial Volume," now being re- 
printed in London, to aid in the 
erection of the ''Wesley Memorial 



GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

The monthly meeting was held at 
Bro. John Wade's, Mitcham, on 
Monday, August 8th, 1881. 

Present : Bros. Madder (chair). 
Wade, Clap ham, Wardley, Sims» 
Harding, J.Carter, Parker, Amphlett,, 
and Chamberlain. 

Bro. Wade opened the meeting with 
prayer. 

The minutes were read and con- 
firmed. 

A long conversation arose out of 
the minutes, and othur matters or- 
dered by the annual meeting. 

As to Bule 55, Bro. Benson's state- 
ment hereon was directed to be entered 
upon the minutes. 

The Treasurer reported that he 
had invested in £500 Consols at 
101^, also that he had bought £100 
Indian Four per Cents, at 107, for 
Mr. Wild's Gift. 

After much earnest consideration 
of Magazine affairs, it was unani- 
mously resolved : 

** That Bro. Lockwood declining 
to act on Editorial Committee, and it 
being found impracticable to carry on 
the Magazine with so large a staff,, 
this meeting resolves that the three 
acting editors, and the three other old 
members of the magazine committee, 
be affectionately requested to continue 
their services; and that the addi- 
tional names appointed by the annual 
meeting be kept as a list of reserve." 

A letter was read from Bro. A. B. 
Johnson containing the draft of pro- 
posed letter to Australian brethren, 
which was agreed to, and was as 
follows : — 

*• To the President^ Fathers, and 
Brethren of the Wealeyan Local 
Preachers* Association of Australia, 

** Dear Brethren, — ^Your kind and 
fraternal greeting brought by our 
brother B. G. Berry, of Faversham, 
was duly presented by him at our 
Annual Meeting recently held in 
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Sheffield, and the expresaion of yonr 
kind interest in our work elicited the 
warmest gratitnde. 

" By the direction of the brethren 
then assembled, we write to assure 
you of our sincere appreciation of 
your affection, and that it is most 
cordially reciprocated. 

« We rejoice to know that the same 
precious truths which are believed 
and prized by us, are also your con- 
solation and stay ; and though there 
may be varieties of expression, the 
same vital love to our common 
Saviour animates all our hearts. 

*' We return our sincere thanks for 
your kind assurance that any brother 
removing from us to your colony 
would be warmly welcomed by you, 
and we may certainly say that any 
brother visiting what you are pleased 
to say some of you still call your 
' Home/ would be most cordially re- 
ceived by us, and we would do our 
best to make his visit as pleasant as 
possible. 

*' Again assuring you of our affec- 
tion and regard on behalf of the 
members of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Local Preachers' Mutual-Aid Asso- 
ciation, 

*' We are, yours affectionately, 

S. M. Johnson, President. 
GsoBOE Sims, Secretary." 

The monthly statement showed 50 
new members, 5 members and 2 wives 
dead, 102 sick, and 166 annuitants. 
Income for the month £612 8s. 7d., 
payments £458 13s. lid. Income 
since annual audit £831 5s. 7d., pay- 
ments to branches £728 12s. 8d., 
various accounts i£97 16s. lid. 

The Trustees were requested to si^ 
the necessary authority for the Trea- 
surer to receive the dividends by post. 

A letter from Bro. Johnson, the 
President, regretting his absence, but 
he stated that he had started a new 
branch at Botherham. 



A letter regretting his absence was 
read from Bro. Capt. Smith. 

Bro. Amphlett stated that a public 
meeting would be held at Faversham 
in the middle of October, to which he 
had been invited. 

The next monthly meeting was 
fixed to be at our office, 24, Bedford 
Street, Strand, W.C., on Wednesday, 
September 14. Tea at half-past five. 

Bro. Amphlett closed the meeting 
with prayer at 8.45 p.m. 



DEATHS. 

July 4, 1881. Henry Potter, Crom- 
ford Branch, aged 81 years. He paesed 
away to his reward in peace. No 
claim. 

July 11, 1881. TheophiluB Jelbert, 

St. Just Branch, aged 54 years. He 

bore a severe illness with great pa* 

tience, and died resting alone on the 

Crucified One. Claim £6. 

July 13, 1881. William Hulbert, 
Kingswood Branch, aged 62 years. No 
particulars. Claim £6. 

July 16, 1881. William Jelbert, St 
Just Branch, aged 85 years. His end 
was peace. He had been an annui- 
tant 91 weeks, and received £22 los. 
Claim £4. 

July 19, 1881. Bhoda Cutting, Dies 
Branch, aged 64 years. Calmly resting 
on Jesus her Saviour. Claim £2. 

July 20, 1881. Joseph Halden, 
Stafford Braifch, aged 69 years. His 
death was very sudden, but he had a 
full assurance of "an abundant en- 
trance into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" 
Claim £8. 

Aug. 1, 1881. Lydia Lee, Thoml^ 
Branch, aged 59 years. It is said, 
"STiQ died as she had lived, and she 
lived unto the Lord." Claim £4. 

Aug. 6, 1881. Robert Ward, Holt 
Branch, aged 66 years. He had suffered 
much and long, yet his death was sod- 
den. Happy in soul, he exohdmed, 
**I am going to be with Christ" 
Claim £5. 



CASH BECEIYED BY THE GENERAL TBEASXTBEB to Aug. 15th, 1881. 



Newport Pagnell 
Wedneshury 



Ftee Sub- 
8crlption0. 

£ S. d. 



Benefit 

Membefl. 

^ s. d. 

1 6 6 

6 
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JKingtfoood ■ • • 
Jforthampton \it 
Jfarlborough — Mr. Bell, ho. lOs 
Muncorn 
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F'aversham — Mr. B. G. Berry, hm. qly. 6s 3d ; Mr. T. S. 
Berry, qly. Ss ; Mr. B. S. Dann. hm. qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. A. 
Humphreys, hm. qly. 5s 8d ; Mr. G. Johnson, hm. qly. 
5s 3d ; Mr. B. Moore, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Wildish, hm. 
qly. 5s 3d ; Miss WUdish, A Thank Offering, £1 Is ... 

%ynvvLQiltO •*. ... .*• ... •*. *•. 

Sromsgrove — Mr. J. J. Haines, 58 

1/Outh^lAx, S^ Boswell, hm. £1 ; Mrs. Kirk, hm. £1 ; Mrs. 

Oldham, qly. 3s ; Mr. H. D. Simpson, qly. 8s... 
Jilonmouth ... 
JAucolu 
Oxford 
JicLTMley ... ... ... ... 

Shepton Mallet— Mt. W. Haine, hm. £1 10s 
JUansJisld ••. ... ... ... 

WtTnbome 
I^eterboraugh lit 

Wisbech 

Midsomer Norton^ A, Friend, 2s 6d 

Coventry 

.Preston (IJdno.J ••• ... ••• 

Jt/C%CvSvvs **• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Crom/ord—Mx. G. Barker, hm. £\ Is ; Mr. Miers, 6s ; Mrs. 

Sims, hm. £3 ; Mrs. Wass, hm. £1 ; Mr. B. Wildgoose, 

Jim. Jbiu ••• ••. ... ••• ... ••• 

Shrewsbury— "MiT. S. Harris, Ss ; Mr. W. Phillips, he. 12s 

Diss — Mr. J. Gostling, he. 10s 

Cy/mtteris lsv ••• ... ... ... •*• 

trnhviey ... ... ... ••• ••■ ... 

Birmingham 2nd — Mr. S. W. Camm, ho. 12s ; Mr. A. 

Fielding, ho. 12s 
JSinokley 
SJtipton 
JMiddleham .•• 

Leeds — Mr. T. Churoh, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Hodgson, 6s .. 
Domnham — Mr. J. L. Bennett, hm. qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. W. 

Bennett, jun., hm. qly. 5s 8d ; Mr. J. Flatman, hm. qly. 

5s 3d ; Mr. W. Flatt, hm. £l Is ; Mr. T. H. Wenn, hm. 

3b 1 JLB ..* '•• ... •*• ... 

WarriTigton — Local Preachers' Picnic, 8s 4d 

Daventry — Mr. B. Gilbert, hm. £1 

JAsheard \st.., ..• ..• .*• 

jjLevSZon ••. ■•■ .•■ ... ••! 

Zeek—Mx, C. Fisher, 6s ; Mr. ^. Hall, hm. £1 Is 

Heading 

Rochester 

Workington ... 

Taunton 
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THE REVISED VERSION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

Of all the literary nndertakings of the present century — yast and varied 
as some of them were— there is not one of them of equal importance with 
the Revision of the Holy Scriptures, part of which is still in hand, and 
part now completed. Some time will elapse before the Old Testament 
Company will have completed its labours ; but the work of the New 
Testament Company is done, after ten and a half years of assiduous 
mental toil, and the result is given to the world by the Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge, under whose initiatory guidance it was begun. 

The project for revision, when first entertained, was regarded with 
jealous anxiety by many religious persons, who dreaded the consequences 
that might follow any unsettling of the Authorised Version. We never 
participated in such feelings in the slightest degree. We placed before 
the readers of this Magazine unanswerable reasons for revision (see 
vol, 21, pp, 45), and we rejbiced in the prospect of English readers being 
put in possession of a more accurate expression of the mind of God in 
their own tongue, as given in the Hebrew and Greek languages by men 
inspired by the Holy Ghost to write in those languages. 

It was no light undertaking for a company of learned men to revise a 
composite volume that had stood at the summit of universal literature for 
two and three-quarter centuries, and was regarded with reverence by 
millions of people, and acknowledged by scholars to be the best version of 
the Bible in any living tongue. A multitude of ancient manuscripts had 
to be read and compared ; the quotations of early Christian writers had 
to be considered, the various senses in which a word was used by different 
writers, and sometimes by the same writer, had to be regarded ; the mis- 
takes made by some transcribers had to be tested by the apparent 
accuracy of others; diversity of idiom had to be compared and recon- 
ciled ; words and modes of speech in our own tongue had to be exchanged 
for other words and forms of expression now current ; innumerable 
difficulties had to be overcome by patient, cautious, persevering labour. 

The sanction and commendation of the work and the workers, by all 
parties, was not to be expected. Many readers of the Scriptures who 
have long been familiar with the Authorised Version, and in whose 
mental fabric its language is interwoven as the pattern of the web 
?nrought in a weaver's loom, will dislike many of the changes made by the 
revisers. Those who have some acquaintance with the original Scrip- 
tares will most appreciate the Revised Version ; and next to them will be 
those whose acquaintance with general literature is beyond the common 
range, and whose literary taste is more correct and refined than can by 
possibility be the taste of those whose opportunities have been very 
limited. 

Criticism is the inevitable lot of all human productions. The Revised 

OOTOBEB, 1881. V 
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Yeraion has been already criticised in anything bat a generons spirit. 
Men can easily depreciate what others hare done, and what they are 
themselTcs unable to do. The Beyisers have been charged with Taniiy, 
and accnsed of unworthy motires. We confess that we are disgusted 
with the vulgarity and bitterness of some of those who say all they can 
to depreciate the work and defame the workers. Is their ire aroused by 
the unwelcome discovery that a prop is struck from some fayourite dogma 
or opinion by the altered structure of a text or a phrase on which they 
haye been accustomed to rely ? Whatever the motives, the style of 
attack is reprehensible. 

The new Version will, no doubt, pass through an ordeal of severe 
criticism from the pens of competent scholars. They will not concnr 
in approval of all the changes made. Men who have been trained in 
different schools of theology, and under diverse influences, will naturally 
look upon words and things from their own distinctive standpoints. 
This difference has affected the Company of Bevisers themselves, as 
inevitably it must, during the progress of their work. Its members were 
selected from different churches : Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Oongreg^a- 
tional, Wesley an, Baptist, and some other ; men of the highest repute for 
Biblical scholarship in their several denominations. The co-operation of 
American scholars of similar reputation was invited, and rendered. In 
the nature of things they would differ as to the rendering of some words 
and clauses. Conference, correspondence, and argument, would bring 
them in some cases to unanimity of judgment. When that could not be 
effected, the only way of settling a disputed or doubtful point was by 
vote. One effect of this mode of carrying on the work would be to 
increase individual modesty and caution, diminishing self-confidence, and 
checking specnlativeness, if there was any tendency thereto. And 
certainly the combination of such a body of learned men, drawn from so 
many ecclesiastical schools, was no small security against the mis- 
rendering of terms and texts by a biassed individual mind. 

Some readers of the Bevised Version will, no doubt, be somewhat 
shocked by the omission of words, clauses, and even sentences, with 
which the Authorised Version has familiarised them. But whoever has 
studied any English commentary will be prepared for these omissions, 
as well as for many other changes in words and grammatical forms. The 
version of our Lord's form of prayer, as given in Luke xi. 2-4, is more 
bald than we expected to find it, or like to see it ; but the notes at the 
foot of the page give several additions that are found in some manuscripts, 
and that are ascribed to ''many ancient authorities." We are disap- 
pointed, too, by the retention of the harsh- sounding relative pronoun 
** which," in positions where, according to the teaching of nearly all 
modern English grammarians, who ought to have taken its place. The 
late Dean Alford*s vindication of the almost obsolete application of the 

ord << which " to persons, may have induced the Bevising Company to 



THE BEVI8SD YXR8I0N. 291 

retain it. To oar ears, the form of words '' Oar Father, which art in 
heaven," has a very barbaric soand ; and we regret that the Reyisers 
have not exchanged '' which " for who, in this and many other texts. 

An admirable preface to the work gives a considerable amonnt of 
yalnable and interesting information in a comparatively small compass. 
Among the rest are five <' fundamental Resolntions adopted by the Con- 
vocation of Canterbnry,'* in reference to the proposed Revision in May, 
1870. 

^' 1. That it is desirable that a revision of the Authorised Version of 
the Holy Scriptnres be undertaken. 

'' 2. That the revision be so conducted as to comprise both marginal 
renderings and such emendations as may be found necessary to insert in 
the text of the Authorised Version. 

'* 8. That in the above resolutions we do not contemplate any new 
translation of the Bible, or any alteration of the language except where 
in the judgment of the most competent scholars such change is 
necessary. 

<' 4. That in such necssary changes, the style of the language employed 
in the existing version be closely followed. 

" 5. That it is desirable that Convocation should nominate a body of 
its own members to undertake the work of revision, who shall be 
at liberty to invite the co-operation of any eminent for scholarship, 
to whatever nation or religious body they may belong. " 

About three weeks after the adoption of these Resolutions, a Com- 
mittee of Convocation gave its sanction to the following Principles and 
Bules: 

''1. To introduce as few alterations as possible into the text of the 
Authorised Version consistently with faithfulness. 

" 2. To limit, as far as possible, the expression of such alterations to 
the language of the Authorised and earlier Eaglish Versions. 

*' 3. Each Company to go twice over the portion to be revised, onoe 
provisionally, the second time finally, and on principles of voting 
«8 hereinafter is provided. 

''4. That the text to be adopted be that for which the evidence 
is decidedly preponderating ; and that when the text so adopted differs 
from that from which the Authorised Version was made, the alteration 
be indicated in the margin. 

"5. To make or retain no change in the Text on the second final 
revision by each Company, except two-thirds of those present approve of 
the same, but on the first revision to decide by simple majorities. 

" 6. In every case of proposed alteration that may have given rise to 
discussion, to defer the voting thereon till the next meeting, whensoever 
the same shall be required by one-third of those present at the meeting, 
such intended vote to be announced in the notice for the next meeting. 

<' 7. To revise the headings of chapters and pages, paragraphs, italics, 
and punctuation. v 2 
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** 8. To refer, on the part of each Company, when coneidered desirable^ 
to dinnes, scholars, and literary men, whether at home or abroad, 
for their opinions." 

Snch are the Bnles by which the Reyisers avow themselves to 
haye been gnided, and which they hare endeavonred ''faithfally and 
consistently to follow." One of them, howerer, and only one, they were 
'^nnable to observe in all particulars." They state the matter tbas: 
^* We have carefully revised the paragraphs, italics, and punctuation. 
But the revision of the headings of chapters and pages would hare 
involved so much of indirect, and indeed frequently of direct interpreta- 
tion, that we judged it best to omit them altogether." 

Can our readers imagine any course that could have been followed that 
would have afifbrded greater security against error, and for conserving the 
purity of " God's Word written," either in its original form, or in 
its English representative ? We confess we cannot. And we think the 
English-speaking world is under unspeakable obligations to the scholarly 
men who have devoted their time, talents, and energies to this great 
enterprise. The clergy and people of the Established Church of England 
may be expected to accept with considerable reverence the boon presented 
to them, inasmuch as it is virtually the product of the authorities of their 
own Church in Convocation assembled. It was they who set the project 
in action, and laid down the lines on which it should move. Noncon- 
formists may be expected to regard it with favour, inasmuch as their 
first-class men have contributed as freely as the others to its production. 

** Different schools of criticism," say the Revisers, '* have been repre- 
sented among us, and have together contributed to the final result. In 
the early part of the work every various reading requiring consideration 
was discussed and voted on by the Company. After a time the precedents 
thus established enabled the process to be safely shortened ; bat it 
was still at the option of every one to raise a full discussion on any par' 
ticular reading, and the option was freely used. On the first revision, in 
accordance with the fifth rule, the decisions were arrived at by simple 
majorities. On the second revision, at which a majority of two-thirds was- 
required to retain or introduce a reading at variance with the reading 
presumed to underlie the Authorised Version, many readings previously 
adopted were brought again into debate, and either re-affirmed or 
set aside." 

So much as to settling, from the variations of manuscripts, the Textta 
be followed. And now as to English Revision. What do our Revisers 
say ? *' The alterations which we have made in the Authorised Version 
may be roughly grouped in five principal classes. First, alterations 
positively required by the change of reading in the Greek text. 
Secondly, alterations made where the Authorised Version appeared either 
to be incorrect, or to have chosen the less probable of two, possible 
renderings. Thirdly, alterations of obscure or ambigaoos renderings into 
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fiach as are clear and express in their import. For it has heen onr 
principle not to leave any translation, or any arrangement of words, which 
cotdd adapt itself to one or other of two interpretations, but rather to 
express as plainly as was possible that interpretation which seemed best 
to deserve a place in the text, and to pat the other in the margin." 

'* The subject of the marginal notes deserves special attention. Thej 
represent the resalts of a large amount of careful and elaborate 
discussion, and will, perhaps, by their very presence, indicate to some 
extent the intricacy of many of the questions that have almost daily 
eome before us for decision. These notes fall into four groups : first, 
notes specifying such differences of reading as were judged to be 
of sufficient importance to require a particular notice ; secondly, notes 
indicating the exact rendering of words to which, for the sake of English 
idiom, we were obliged to give a less exact rendering in the text ; 
thirdly, notes, very few in number, affording some explanation which the 
original seemed to require ; fourthly, alternative renderings in difficult or 
debateable passages. The notes of this last group are numerous, 
and largely in excess of those which were admitted by our predecessors. 
In the two hundred and seventy years that have passed away since their 
labours were concluded, the 8acred Text has been minutely examined^ 
discussed in every detail, and analysed with a grammatical precision 
unknown in the days of the last Eevision. There has thus been 
accumulated a large amount of materials that have prepared the way for 
different renderings, which necessarily came under discussion. We have, 
therefore, placed before the reader in the margin other renderings than 
those which were adopted in the text, wherever such renderings seemed 
to deserve consideration. The rendering in the text, where it agrees 
with the Authorised Version, was supported by, at least, one-third ; and 
where it differs from the Authorised Version, by, at least, two-thirds of 
those who were present at the second revision of the passage in question." 

We have quoted enough and said enough to convey a sufficient idea of 
the work done by the Bevisers of the New Testament. We do not sup* 
pose that this new version will, for a long time to come, supersede 
the Authorised Version. Probably it may yet be itself revised. It 
certainly will if sound criticism show that it ought to be. In any case, it 
will be highly valued by students. It will gradually work its way into 
£avour and confidence. It will eventually become the standard version of 
Bnglish-speaking peoples over the whole earth. Romanists, of course, 
will reject it, as they will any version done by those whom they brand as 
heretics. Other sects there are, no doubt, who will regard it with 
distrust: but after it has been stigmatised by some, and battered 
by others, it will stand until two or three more centuries have passed, 
when, possibly, the mutation of language may necessitate another 
revision. 

The Bishops of the Established Church in Wales have appointed 
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a committee to consider the expediency of undertaking the reyision 
of the Welsh yersion of the New Testament. The Annual Assemhlj of 
the Calvinistic Methodists of Wales, also, hare passed a Besolation for 
the same object. It is evident, therefore, that Biblical scholars in 
the Principality see the need of giving Welsh speakers the benefit of a 
revised Bible in their own tongue, that they may not be behind 
their English brethren in so important a matter. The Lord prosper 
their endeavours, say we. And may He graciously accept and greatly 
bless the labours of the united Companies of Great Britain and America. 



GOOD WOMEN OF SCRIPTURE MISUNDERSTOOD AND 

MISJUDGED. 

No. VIII. — Queen Esther. 

Ohb more portrait from the ancient gallery of noble women is set before 
US. She is strikingly beautiful ; and she wears the diadem of a Persian 
queen. She is clothed, of course, in magnificent apparel ; and she 
appears to move in her court like the bright evening star in the firma- 
ment : hence her Persian name, Esther, a star. She had been called 
Hadas8ah, a myrtle, when she was young ; living comparatively unknovm 
with her relative, Mordecai. Bat her pre-eminent beauty having won the 
heart of Ahasuerus (or Artazerxes), who had begun to mourn for 
his lost Yashti, henceforth she shone as the brightest star of the Persian 
Court. 

It is pleasant to think of her (as Dr. Prideaux does) as the queen who 
was sitting by King Artaxerxes when Nehemiah asked for leave to go and 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (Nehemiah ii. 6) ; for she would back such 
a petition with all the force of her eloquence, and all the power of her 
sweetest smiles. Nor is it at all unlikely that it was greatly owing to her 
influence that Nehemiah retained for so many years the high favour of 
that despotic king. It is pleasant, too, to think that the queen herself 
retained her power and dignity so many years after the events recorded 
in the Book of Esther. 

But what a sea of troubles had she to struggle through in her youth ! 
An orphan child Care not such the special care of the Almighty Father?) 
her near relative became to her a second father. Living with him 
in peace, she was just bursting into the bloom of youthful beauty, like a 
modest myrtle- tree with its star-like blossoms, when the imperious man- 
date of the king snatched her from her chaste and gentle home to 
the palace of a haughty and licentious monarch. No modest heart can 
fail to sympathise with the anguish she must have felt during the twelve- 
months of her probation there. And when chosen to be queen instead of 
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Yashti, althongh snrroanding circamstances were snch as to satisfy most 
female hearts, yet the knowledge of what had happened to her prede- 
cessor, and the uncertain character of the king's mind, woald make her 
tremble on her throne of gold and ivory ; and would make her sigh for the 
days when the daughters of Zion used to draw, with joy, water from the 
wells of salvation. 

We can see how such thoughts troubled her when Haman had designed 
the destruction of the Jews, and her relative Mordecai sent to her a 
second time to chide her for her inaction in this threatened calamity. 
Here is her reply : '' All the king's servants, and the people of the king^s 
provinces, do know that whosoever, whether man or woman, shall come 
onto the king into the inner court, who is not called, there is one law of 
his to put him to death, except such to whom the king shall hold out the 
golden sceptre, that he may live ; but I have not been called to come in 
onto thb king these thirty days. . . . Go, gather together all the Jews 
that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink 
three days, night or day : I also and my maidens will fast likewise ; and 
so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law : and if I 
perish I perish " (Esther iv. 11). 

On the third day Esther put on her royal apparel, and went into the 
inner court of the palace, opposite to the king's throne ; and she obtained 
favour in his sight; and the king held out to her the golden sceptre. So 
Esther drew near and touched the top of the sceptre. On this, the king 
affected to feel all his tenderness revived, and promised to grant whatever 
her request might be, to the half of his kingdom. 

But the queen knew him too well to tell him yet the dreadful secret ; 
and so she again, and again. Invited him and his chief minister, Haman, 
to a banquet of wine. On the night between the banquets, the king could 
not sleep ; and so he called for the chronicles of his reign to be 
read before him, wherein he found that Mordecai had discovered a 
conspiracy against his person, and had not yet been rewarded. With 
characteristic impulsiveness, the king instantly determined to do Mordecai 
honour ; and, having heard from Haman what he considered an ostenta- 
tious reward, made him the doer of it ; who had come thus early to ask 
that Mordecai might be hanged ! 

At the second banquet of wine, Esther boldly presented her petition, 
and denounced the enemy and adversary of herself and her race, *^thi8 
wicked Haman,** Then rose up the king in a great rage, and down fell 
Haman grovelling at the feet of Esther. One of the chamberlains said, 
'^ Behold the gallows fifty cubits high, which Haman had made for 
Mordecai." Then the king said, '' Hang him thereon.'' And in that way 
the king's favourite received his last exaltation. 

After this Esther and Mordecai ruled the king's counsels ; and the 
Book of Esther ends happily for the Jews ; but singularly enough, without 
a word of praise to the King of kings, and without the mention of 
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JeboTab*B name from the beginning to the endl Did some coorUy 
scribe in the palace of long-banded Artaxerxes write the book? and was 
he afraid for bis bead, if the heathen king should call for this chronicle 
some sleepless night, and find in it an intimation that ** The Lord He is 
the God/' '' and beside Him there is none else ? *' T. 0. 



THE LAW OF IMMORTALITY. 

A Fragment of a Sermon. 

BY HENBT M. CBOSa 

Belief in the doctrine of immortality is the most powerful feeling that 
takes possession of the baman mind. The atoms which compose the 
human body enter into other forms. The soul acts with, but is distinct 
from, the body. It is therefore quite reasonable to suppose that the 
spirit-life will exist apart from the body in our future life. We may 
dwell in another body differently constituted. <' For that which is sown 
is natural, but that which is raised will be spiritual.'* Think for a 
moment of thought. How it springs from the mind ! We gi^e utterance 
to oar thonghts in words. These words are separate from, yet they form 
a part of ourselves. They inflaence other men ; they inspire, stimulate, 
eyen create thoughts in the brain of other fellow-thinkers. Thoaghts 
thus become our second selves. So the soul is my second self — a nerer- 
ending existence, living for all eternity. *^ It is an high, solemn, almost 
awful thought for every individual man, that his earthly inflaence, which 
has a commencement, will never, through all ages, were be the very 
meanest of us, have an end." The source of the Nile has been dis- 
covered, but who can trace the end of the eternal waters which wind 
along its banks into the fathomless sea. So we each have had a begin- 
ning, but who can say where the end will be ? Does death end all ? 
There is no sach thing as death. <' For thoogh dead he yet speaketh." 

** For though life darken and death be fleet 
There is a heaven for hearts that meet, 
A heaven of passion wildly sweet. 

■ • . • . 

And oh I it is enough to be, 
To feel, and hear, and think, and see. 
To know that ages dwell in me. 
And there is raptare in the thought 
That I am so divinely wrought 
Time cannot make me wholly nonght 1 
What tho' I faint and perish, I 
Have that within me which is high 
As Otodf and infinite as the sky." 

No ! thou earnest, conscientious, yet misguided freethinker. Do not 
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mock the strongest instincts of my inmost natnre, and say, *^ Man has no 
sonl ; no spirit which links him with the eyer-glorioas fatnre." Is this 
longing, thirsting desire after a spiritual life a mirage which disappears 
when the shadows of death close aronnd as? Has God our Divine 
Father implanted within us the desire for another and better life, and 
then said, ** Thou shalt die and not live?*' If reason cannot solve the 
problem, Revelation is certainly the key to this great mystery. '* Though 
after death worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God." 

Is there a thinker bold enough to stand before God and say that the 
end of this life is the end of our being ? Will you dogmatically assert 
that those who '* fall asleep " shall rise no more for ever ? that thought, 
memory, conscience, hope, immortality, are for ever annihilated when the 
breath leaves the body ? If so, then we must part company. We cannot 
walk together along the same road any longer. As men of the world we 
may act in partnership, but here our fellowship must end. You are 
content with this life ; I am not. You say, " Eat, drink, and be merry, 
for to-morrow we die ;" I do not so interpret the book of God*s Bevela- 
tion. You say, <* Man may have a soul, but I have no proof of it;" 
I say, the evidence of our future existence lies all around me — In myself 
in nature, in the laws of the universe, in the teachings of analogy, and, 
above all, in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. ''For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

Follow out this train of thought, and let us see if we cannot find some 
satisfaction in the teaching around us. Thid longing after immortality, 
which lives and dwells in my soul — how did it arise ? Is it the result 
of education ; the fruit of superstitious fear ; the mere sentimental 
feeling produced by my early religious training ; the desire for historical 
remembrance and continuity ; or is it part of my nature to think thus — 
implanted in my heart by God my Father and Creator ? 1 cannot answer 
these abstruse questions. One thing is clear to me, the feeling is ever 
present with me. Why have I been created, if this life ends all ? Does 
this deep inner consciousness mean nothing at all beyond the passing 
thought of a day, or a lifetime ? Do the aspirations of the poet, the 
historian, the prophet, and the man of God belong only to the domain of 
dreamland ? Have we no abiding city whose builder and maker is God ? 
Surely it cannot be so. 

*' And though they take our life, 
GoodB, honour, children, wife, 
Yeb is their profit small, 
These things shall vaniRh all. 
The oitj of God remaineth.*' 

And in nature, too, we read many lessons which teach us that, though 
jJl things change, yet are we immortal. I cannot look at the clear, 
bright star without feeling that it was made for something more than to 
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give a beam of light to kindred stars. I look upon the modest daisy, the 
sweet forget-me-not, and the tender sensitive plants, and repeat, as in 
days gone by, '' A thing of beauty is a joy for eyer.*' Are we like the 
potter's vessel, made only to be broken to pieces, to mingle with .the dust, 
to be again reproduced in other forms to adorn the table, or serre any 
ignoble purpose which posterity may think fit ? These workings within 
me speak of better things than this ; '* they argue something more than 
the common clod." They say, with unmistakeable force and convincing 
power, '' That God made all things, man's mortal, and immaterial 
nature, too, a world of weal and woe beyond the grave." Nature, though 
silent, speaks. The midnight sky, the noonday sun, the eternal sea, the 
returning seasons, the balmy air, the gentle dew, and the beautiful 
flowers all speak to me with the voice of God, and say, '' Nothing which 
now lives can ever die." The laws of nature also, are they not eternal ? 
The reign of law is infallible, and changeth not. The ocean tide never 
ceases to ebb and flow, the planets never stop in their revolutions. The 
silent forces of nature are continually at work in obedience to the command 
of Ood. Spring and summer, autumn and winter, seedtime and harvest, 
heat and cold, day and night, never cease. The law of God changeth not. 
** Men may come, and men may go, but the law abideth for ever." 



THE RAMBLES OF A ROSE. 

Men are houses of clay, living next door to each other. They are isolated, 
detached. And solitude is favourable for self-cultivation. But men are 
likewise social beings : «* God setteth the solitary in families." And the 
intelligence which springs from self-culture demands association ; the 
law of its development being communication. Like the law of happiness, 
it receives by giving, and increases by distributing. 

Festivity is the blossom of association, the flowering of the habits and 
customs of society; and is rude or refined, and its fruit is banefiil 
or blessed, according to the degree of civilisation and the character of 
the religion with which it is connected. The Levitical festivals of olden 
time harmonised with the philosophy of human nature and with political 
policy. And modem Christian festivals commemorate great facts and 
enunciate great truths, and are necessary to the weal of humanity and the 
religion of our race. The Annual Meeting of the Local Preachers' 
Mutual- Aid Association is also an institution " whither the tribes go up" 
for the transaction of business, and for the grand festival of fraternal 
greeting, and of Christian communion. 

It was an amenity to the Aylesbury Rose to be aooompanied by 
the President and two ex-Presidents of our Mutual- Aid Association— 
Bros. Madder, Dnrley, and Benson — ^in his journey to the late Anniisl 
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Meeting held in Sheffield . The society of true genial sonls makes such- 
like pilgrimages a pleasure. Nature seemed in harmony with us, 
in delight and design, as we wended our way. Here and there along the 
route several of the brethren unconsciously gave themselves a lesson in 
setting their watches by the town or station clocks. Are not Local 
Preachers, in some sort, living dials by which worldly men often collocate 
their conduct ? Error in a town-clock affects the horological knowledge 
of a whole neighbourhood. So ministerial example is likewise extensive 
in its influence. Arriving at Sheffield we found our way to an ** upper 
room *' in Norfolk Street, the place selected for our deliberations. Here 
we meet our brethren beloved, and, with them, enjoy '< the feast 
of reason and the flow of soul." My home was with good Councillor 
Hadfield and his kind-hearted wife. I found it indeed a lodge to 
the mansion above. With the Councillor I held sweet counsel, and found 
his converse a profit and his friendship a delight. My Sunday work was 
characterised with novelty ! being beckoned to the post of duty in 
the morning by a bell attached to the Chapel premises ; and having in 
the evening to follow Bro. Wright, who once preached before H.E.H. 
Prince Arthur, now Duke of Connaught. The brethren, in session 
assembled on Monday and Tuesday, sorely missed the practical wisdom 
and timely aid of Bro. T. Chamberlain, the Nestor of our Mutual- 
Aid Association. We have strong need, now and again, to be indoctri- 
nated into, and reminded of the principle and design of the Association, 
80 well and wisely originated and cousolidated by our sagacious and 
sympathising brethren and fathers, viz., helping those who otherwise 
cannot help themselves. 

The manifold warmth around u^ was such that we felt a relief in going 
with Bros. Benson, Dowsing and Candler to Barnsley, there to advocate 
the claims of our old men. The Barnsley people provoked our love 
by their hearty reception, practical sympathy, and sumptuous tea. 
Under the kind care and generous treatment of Bro. W. Smithy 
Treasurer of the Barnsley Branch, I was led to trust during my stay. My 
good host volunteered to drive me to the village of Silkstone, a distance 
of four miles, there to visit some old friends who, ten years ago, left the 
vale of Aylesbury, as they said, to benefit their social condition. 
We passed by Pogmoor, a wing of Barnsley, whence was issued that 
singular, Josh. Billings's style of Almanack, by Tom Treddlehoyle, Esq.^ 
the value of which, especially to us southern people, consists in the fact that 
it is written expressU verbis in the language spoken by Sammy Hick — a 
sort of stenographic diction, in which the chief feature is the shortening 
of words, and discarding the definite article as being altogether a waste 
of breath. We at length reached Silkstone, and was told the friends we 
sought lived at Sparrow Barracks ; a number of houses erected for the 
convenience of colliers. Thither we repaired. Our reception was no 
proof of being welcomed as angels unawares. We resorted to all manner 
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of devices to get a sight of them. Hard knocks at the doors, nor soft 
ifords at the windows, would not avail. The secret was that some of 
the neighbours took myself for a county-court officer, and my good host 
for a policeman; and, from their being in debt, they supposed we 
were come for the purpose of haling some of them off to prison. We 
juscertained that one friend, having night- work to perform, was taking hi^ 
rest in bed. A woman living near, more trustful than others, said, 
^< Goom along, I'll wakken 'em up ; I know he's at whoam." Thanks to 
her, and thanks to my good friend Mr. 8mith, at length I saw and con- 
versed with several of them. We pitied their condition, gave them good 
iidvice, and something to prove our counsel real. My mind natarally 
reverted to the time of their migration from this neighbourhood, 
when this class of workmen, numbers of whom called themselves 
Christians, daringly desecrated the Sabbath in supporting those standing 
on the village green, or in the market-place, and stealing sacred honrs in 
which to deliver their harangues on secular questions. Labourers' rights 
should be maintained. But right should be secured by righteous means. 
A very bad cure will not endure. A false mend will soon end. Then, and 
only then, will all the labourers' rights be secured, and their immunities 
be enjoyed, when virtue sits at every hearth-fire, and the sons of 
toil have become the children of God. 

Bro. Benson, with myself, went from Bamsley to Doncaster, there to 
engage in the Good- Samaritan work that wooed us to the former place. 
On our way the tall chimneys made me, in ^ a poetic reverie, think 
that some tribe of giants, visiting Virginia, had stolen the whole crop of 
tobacco plants growing there, and, after rolling them into huge 
cigars, had chosen to depart thence and to hide themselves, by lying on 
their backs, among the Yorkshire hills, and so escape detection while thej 
enjoyed smoking the weed. Here and there as we passed along large 
«oke-kilns, all aglow with fervid heat, came full in our view. These 
seemed as if, in these days of superstition and change, some people had 
determined that Moloch- worship should be revived. Leaving Wombwell, 
Mexbro' and Conisbro' — places visited years before by Bro. Benson, when 
God visited His people and made them shout, without memoranda, 
and fulfil without vaunting, the first verse of the twelfth chapter 
of Isaiah, <<And in that day thou shalt say, O Lord, I will praise 
Thee," &c — we at length reached Doncaster, and were hailed by Rev. J* 
Lord, and Bros. Liaac Marsden and F. J. Littlewood. Verily Methodism 
has fulfilled, in some degree, the prophecy found in Isaiah zxxv. 1, 2 : 
** The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them," &^ 
Through its instrumentality the thorn- bush has given way to the fir-tree, 
and the brier-brake has surrendered to the myrtle-bower. The seer 
might also have included in his simile the genus called TrifoUmy 
for some of the brethren declared they had been in clovtr while staying at 
Sheffield. Not only at Sheffield, but also at Doncaster I found myself in 
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that happy condition through the brotherly kindness of Isaac Marsden, 
Esq., and his dear and estimable wife. Our good Bro. M. is one of the 
grandest examples of Methodism it has ever been my chance to meet and 
joy to greet. His home was happiness itself. 

" I have been there, and still would go ; 
'Tis like a little heaven below/' 

After spending a day in Doncaster with our friends, and seeing the birth* 
place of the late lamented Dr. Panshon, the seat of his late nncle. 
Sir Isaac Morley, and other places in and around this Yorkshire municipal 
town, we — Bros. Madder, Benson and myself — started for a week's stay 
at Matlock Bridge. 

Here, at this Eden for invalids, we had to magnify our office as Local 
Preachers. Bro. Madder took morning and evening service at Matlock 
Bridge, and Matlock Bath. Bro. Benson charmed the people at Crom- 
ford, while the Aylesbnry Rose, at the request of Bev. E. T. Carrier, had 
to shed his fragrance, as best he could, at the town of Wirksworth, in the 
same chapel where '* Dinah Bede " delivered her soul in the self- 
iame work, and where the late ^* George Elliot," when young, bowed her 
head in worship. In this chapel is a marble tablet to the memory 
of '< Dinah Bede." My service was also laid under tribute to fill 
the place of Rev. W. G. Williams, at Lea Bridge, where Miss Florence 
Nightingale has her country seat. All this work was cheerfully per- 
formed, and, I hope, duly appreciated. Revs. Dr. Gervase Smith and Dr. 
Maclaren were both taking rest at Matlock harbour. The former 
gentleman we visited in his affliction. May he yet be spared for greater 
service ! We also visited an ** elect lady " in the faith. Miss Fox, who 
was to the late Squire Brooks what Phebe of Cenchrea was to St. Paul. 
This good sister kindly and liberally remembered our aged brethren at the 
collection made at the Gromford meeting. 

During our stay at Matlock we visited Ghatsworth House, regaling our 
sight with the superb paintings, the massive rooms, and princely 
furniture; cartoons, and carvings; galleries and orangery; lawns and 
lake ; cascade and fountains ; and the colossal conservatory, with 70,000 
feet of glass, and six miles of piping to heat it. We also refreshed our 
senses at Hardwicke Hall, in parading its charming gardens and pacing 
its inner courts ; by gazing on its matchless tapestry, and its furniture 
** en suite ; '* and in viewing the lawn-like park with declining trees and 
reclining deer. My journey to Wirksworth was beguiled with the cheer- 
ful companionship of Bro. Hadley, Bank Manager, who showed me the 
Stonnis, or Black Rocks, where Nature is not ashamed to show 
her rugged features ; and from whose gritstone summit the scenery 
stretches out to a grandeur unequalled even in Derbyshire. On these 
rocks, Time, nature's sculptor, has wrought with his tardy chisel, 
and carved out a good profile of '< Punch/' as his image appears in the 
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weekly paper so called. We, as visitors to Matlock, were entranced with 
its soperb scenery. Here the poet may mnse, and the artist may paint. 
Here Mother Earth reveals her stony ribs and granite bones. And here 
the geologist, amid brilliant spars and abounding minerals, stalactites, 
marble and ore, may find his seat of learning. We visited High Tor ; 
went on it, in it, and under it. And after enjoying quantum libet of sach- 
like pleasure- taking, we returned to the sylvan vale of Aylesbury, 
thanking God for having granted us so much enjoyment: our rambles 
were never so joyous before. 

Aylesbury. 'John Eosb. 



SPIRITUAL PHOTOGRAPHY. 



Thb following thoughts suggested themselves from reading a sermon that 
appeared in the July number of the present year of the Local 
Pbbaohers' Maoazinb on << Spiritual Photography ; " the tbonghtSi 
after a lapse of more than twenty years, rising up as but newly formed. 
At the season referred to I, for a short time, was an amateur photo- 
grapher, and desisted therefrom on account of defective eyesight. 
Although now an old man, the said sermon brought to my mind ideas of 
former years ,' and, like most old people, I find such things as are passed 
away more easily remembered than circumstances of later date. In 
submitting these thoughts, they are not given in the way of sermonising, 
but rather of analogy. 

I first observe that the process of photography is carried on in secret^ 9g 
far as outward observation is concerned; and carried on alone by 
the operator in a darkened room. The analogy is, that the formation of 
the Christian portrait is performed by the Divine Spirit alone, wrought 
internally by His agency, without any other concurrent circumstance 
further than the consent of the will. The darkness and the light 
are both alike to Him. Glass is employed on which the operation is to 
be performed, selected free from defect and thoroughly cleaned from eveiy 
spot and particle of dust. A lens is then required, set to a true iocos 
and properly adjusted, to give the outline of the portrait to be produced. 
So the Word of God is not presented in any new light to which we are 
to be conformed in the formation of the spiritual likeness, as a glass 
reflects the image of that which is exposed to it. But as in the case of 
taking the natural portrait the sun is wanted to strike the object, so, in 
addition, is the Sun of Righteousness required to shine upon all proceed- 
ings so that the correct image may be secured. He alone is the 
true Light that enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world, and 
no man cometh unto the Father but by Him. 

The next analogy arises from the collodion process, and is a very 
important one. The clean and clear glass has to be covered with a coat 
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of collodion before the portrait is taken. We haye here the. opportunity 
of introdncing the Great Atonement prepared from the foundation of the 
world, coyering the glass of God*s Word from Genesis to Keyelation. 
No substituted alloy will take the proper impression or form the 
true picture. Diyine light alone thrown upon the true focus secures the 
object. Then there is the process of development, without which, 
although the correct impression be made, yet, without being deyeloped, 
it remains invisible, and can only be manifested by washing away 
the unimpressed part of the collodion. Here the washing of regeneration 
becomes needful, and continued washing in the Fountain for sin and 
andeanness is required, until all filthiness of flesh and spirit is washed 
away. And unless thus washed, we haye no part in Him ; but, being 
thus washed and sanctified, all old things are done away, and all 
things become new, and Ohrist-like features are alone to be traced. And 
then there is the toning process, by which the true picture is embellished, 
and its colour giyen, and what is called the tone, taken ; produced by the 
application of additional chemicals. So the true Christian keeps adding 
to his stock of Christian graces until he takes the proper tone of 
his Divine Master : it may be varying in character and degree, but still 
the effect of the one and self-same Spirit, dividing unto every one severally 
as He will. Lastly, there is the fixing. After the true taking of 
a picture, if it were not abiding but little seryice would be rendered. 
Chemicals have to be applied that make it permanent; or, as it is 
technically c&Wed, fixed ; and the picture remains firm and fades not. So 
the true Christian should be practical, firm, and faithful, and show that 
he is of Divine workmanship ; that he has Christ formed in the heart, 
the hope and eyidence of eternal life. J. B. 



THE WESLEYAN METHODIST LOCAL PREACHERS' 

MUTUAL-AID ASSOCIATION. 

Chapter XXTI. — Annual Mebtino Ashton-xtndeb-Lyne, 1868. 

Brotheb George Tho&ipson, of Ashton, President. 

The General Committee met in the Wesleyan Schoolroom, Mill Lane, 
Ashton, on Saturday evening, June 13th. Twenty-four chapels were 
open for Sunday services, which were supplied by about thirty brethreui 
from all parts of the country. A loye-feast was held in the afternoon 
in Stamford Street Chapel ; an open-air seryice in the evening. 

The basiness meeting began on Monday morning, Bro. John Carter, 
the Treasurer, in the absence of the President, presiding. The Report 
showed 1,667 benefit and 425 hon. members, total 2,092 ; being a 
decrease of 19 benefit, and an increase of 16 hon. members ; net decrease 
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S. The expenditnre exceeded this year by £63 Is. Id., redacing the 
joint-stock to £4,805 28. 5d. 

Brother George Thompson, of Ashton, was elected President, John 
Carter re-elected Treasurer, and Thos. Chamberlain, Hon. Secretary. 
About fifty brethren were present. 

The Magazine came np for disonssion. The Report states : '* Yarioos 
suggestions were made, and a very general expression of approval was 
elicited as to the contents of the Magazine." The loss upon it for 1867 
was £40 8s. 

There was no official sermon on this occasion, but a new plan was 
adopted in reference to the Lord's Supper, it being celebrated at half-past 
nine in the morning at Stamford Street Chapel, before the commence- 
ment of business. It was presided oyer by the Superintendent. 

As it was not expected that there would be much pressing basiness, 
the General Committee had requested Bros. Chamberlain and W. B. 
Carter to prepare papers to be read and discussed at this gathering. 
Bro. Chamberlain read his paper, which was afterwards printed in the 
Magazine, under the title of " The History and Work of Our Association '* 
(page 198, 1868). This paper was discussed, and it was generally 
approved. Bro. W. B. Carter read his paper, and thanks were voted to 
him, and it was to be printed and discussed at the next meeting ; bat the 
time for discussing it was not found till the year after. It appears in the 
Magazine for August, 1868, under the title, ** Mutual- Aid for Mutual 
Improvement.*^ Both the papers were printed and issued with the Report 
for 1868. 



Chapter XXIII. — Annual Meeting, King's Cboss, London. 1869. 

Bbo. William Bowbon, London, President. 

The General Committee met in the Vestry, King's Cross Chapel, on 
Saturday evening, June 5th. Thirty-one chapels were open to the 
brethren in London and suburbs, and collections taken in most of them. 

The sittings began on Monday morning. The Report being read, it showed 
benefit members 1,680, honorary 430 ; total, 2,110, being an increase of 
13 benefit and 5 honorary. Benefit members' subscriptions, £960 48., an 
increase of £24 6s. 4d. on the year. There was an excess of income orer 
expenditure of £170 15s. lid. this year. £100 was added to the inyested 
capital, bringing that up to £4,975 18s. 4d. Bro. W. Bowron, of 
Chelsea, was elected President, Bro. John Carter re-elected Treasarer, 
and Bro. Thos. Chamberlain, Hon. Secretary. 

This being the year for alteration of the rules, the motion to admit the 
New Connexion preachers was again urged, and was negatiyed by 36 to 16. 
Hon. Secretary's motion for a sliding scale of payments and allowances 
was negatived by 35 to 6. The observation of the reporter on the 
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attempts at alteration is rather significant : *^ The rnles must be con- 
sidered by the brethren as near perfection as possible ; for ont of the nine 
alterations only two were adopted." 

As the time of the meeting was taken up by the rales, little was said 
about the Magazine, only that it was to be continued as before, the loss 
on the year 1868 being £12 9s. lid. 

Tea and public meetings were held, and both well attended. Bro. 
Bowron, the newly-elected President, occupied the chair at the public 
meeting till the arrival of W. Mo Arthur, Esq., M.P., who had been 
announced. The meeting was addressed by Thos. Chamberlain, BeV. 
James Sugden, Thos. Guthbertson, Rev. H. G. Ward, W. B. Carter, 
S. D. Waddy, W. Nelstrop, G. Thompson (ex-president), and the two 
Chairmen. 

This meeting was rendered memorable by the coming out of Mr. W. 
McArthur and S. D. Waddy. Mr. W. McArthur said : " I confess, with 
regard to local preaching, in London especially, and when I see the 
circuit plan with twenty or twenty -four names upon it, and appointments 
only for six, I ask myself the question, What are the other eighteen 
doing ? " He Urged upon the brethren to make openings for themselves. 
Copy the example of Gideon Ousley, who when in a town in Ireland, when 
be could not get a bellman to announce a service, took the bell himself, 
ringing it, announced, *' An Irish Methodist minister will preach in the 
chapel in this town to-night, and I am the man myself." 

Chapter XXIV. — Annual Meeting, Nobthampton. 1870. 

Bbothbb S. D. Waddy, London, President. 

The General Committee met on Saturday evening in the Schoolroom of 
Gold Street Chapel, June 11th. Twenty-four chapels in Northampton 
and some of the surrounding towns and villages were supplied by the 
brethren on the Sunday. An open-air service in the Market Square was 
held on Sunday morning, and a love-feast in Gold Street Chapel in the 
afternoon. 

The sittings commenced on Monday morning. About sixty represen- 
tatives were present. Bro. Bowron, the President, presided, and said 
that he expected his year of office would cost him £50 ; but as it had not, 
that sum would be available for the funds of the Association. The Beport 
showed benefit members 1,715, honorary 446 ; total 2,161, being an 
increase of 35 benefit and 16 honorary; total, 51. Benefit members' 
subscriptions, £936 4b. 8d., a decrease of £24 19s. 4d. The general 
balance showed a decrease on the year of £51 2s. 8d., reducing the 
capital to £4,924 15s. 8d. Bro. S. D. Waddy was elected President, 
John Carter re-elected Treasurer, and Thomas Chamberlain, Honorary 
Secretary. 

w 
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Although there was little business of importanoe to do, the brethren 
sat for two days. The Lord's Sapper was celebrated on Taesdaj morn- 
ing, and in the afternoon of that day W. B. Carter's Paper, delirered 
two years before, '* Mutual Help for Mutual Improvement,'* was dis- 
cussed ; but there is no report of this discassion^ and no resolution was 
taken. 

On Monday eyening a tea and public meeting was held, Mr. Bond, the 
superintendent and chairman of the district in the chair, from which he 
deliTered a good address, and was followed by Bros. Chamberlain, W. 
Bowron, John Carter, 8. D. Waddy, R. Durley, John Towne, C. Madder, 
John Wade (Mitcham), W. Jameson, G. Thompson, W. E. Vernon, and 
E. Bush. 

The chairman said he preached his trial sermon when about fourteen 
years of age ; but at sixteen years of age he became a supernumerary, and 
rested as such for eleyen months. From that period to the present he 
had gone on without cessation. S. D. Waddy said that he began youngs 
and went to a small chapel near Sheffield to supply for a superior local 
Preacher. Just before he reached the chapel he saw a number standing 
outside, waiting for Mr. Dyson ; one of these came towards him and said, 
** Be you coming to preach ? " " So I answered I was going to try. He 
eyed me slowly from head to foot, then said, ' Well, ye are better than 
nowt/ ^ 

Chapter XXV. — Ahvual Mkbtihg at Eeighlet. 1871. 

Bbo. N. a. Aldbsslet, Eeighley, President. 

The General Committee met as usual, on Saturday erening, in Temple 
Street Schoolroom, Eeighley. Twenty-one chapels were placed at the 
serTice of the brethren on the Sunday, and collections made. An open- 
air serrice was held in the morning at nine, and a love-feast was held in 
Temple Street Chapel in the afternoon. 

Business began on Monday morning. The Beport showed the number of 
benefit members 1,739, honorary 464, total 2,203 ; being an increase of 
24 benefit, and 18 honorary, total 42. Benefit members' subscriptions, 
£926 Is., being a decrease of £9 38. 8d. The free subscriptions having 
increased, the income had exceeded the expenditure by £29 7s. 2d., 
raising the capital to £4,954 Ss. lOd. Bro. Aldersley was elected Pre- 
sident, Bro. J. Carter, re-elected Treasurer, and Bro. Chamberlain, Hon. 
Secretary. 

Legacies began now to accrue to the Association. There were four 
this year, amounting to £142 18s. lOd. These helps haye continued 
since, and probably will continue. There was not much business to do, 
and the brethren, after the celebration of the Lord's Supper on Tuesday 
morning, finished the day with an excursion to Haworth, where a public 
meeting was held, presided orer by John B. Bedman, Esq. 
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In the year 1870 it was resolyed that the space occnpied by the Asso- 
ciation on the Magazine should be paid for as an advertisement at cost 
price. This being done, the loss which had previoasly appeared on the 
disbursement side of the balance-sheet disappeared, and a profit of 
£16 88. 8d. stood to the credit of the Magazine. This was a very 
cheering state of things, when compared with the Jgl30 annual loss on 
the first seven years of the Magazine's existence. 

The meeting at Keighley was one of the most successful, financially, 
that had yet been held. The donations of £26 each from Isaac Holden, 
Esq., and James Lund, Esq., with liberal donations from others, and 
good collections at the chapels, brought the first instalment in July to 
£170 Os. 4d. This was not all the benefit derived through the visit to 
Keighley, for a considerable number of new hon. members was secured, 
who have continued their subscriptions to the present day. 

The holding of a public meeting at Haworth was taken advantage of 
to visit its church and parsonage, the scene of the labours and the dwel- 
ling place of the famous Grimshaw, the Yorkshire evangelist. In later 
days Haworth has been distinguished as the residence of Charlotte Bronte, 
the celebrated author of " Jane Eyre," &c. 



Ghapteb XXVI. — Annual Meeting at Louth. 1872. 

Brother W. Jameson, of London, President. 

The General Committee met in the Schoolroom of the Free Methodist 
Chapel, Louth, on Saturday evening, June 8th. No less than forty 
chapels were open to the brethren on the Sunday for preaching. An 
open-air service was held in the morning at nine, and a love-feast in the 
afternoon at two. Preaching also on Tuesday evening at seven. Collec- 
tions were made in all these places for the Association. This was the 
second time the meeting had been held at Louth. 

Business commenced on Monday morning, June 10th, in the Free 
Methodist Schoolroom. The Report showed 1,770 benefit members, and 
421 honorary, total 2,261 ; being an increase of 31 benefit and 27 hono- 
rary, total 58. This increase is attributed greatly to the exertions of the 
President and ex- President ; new branches having been formed in Hull, 
Howden, and Scarborough. The benefit members' subscriptions 
amounted to £979 2s. 6d., being an increase of £58 Is. 6d. excess of 
income over expenditure, and raising the capital into the next thousand, 
making £5,068 is. Id. Bro. Wm. Jameson was elected President, John 
Carter, re-elected Treasurer, and Thomas Chamberlain Hon. Secretary. 

This being the year in which alterations could be made in the rules, 
nine notices of alterations had been sent in. Those which would have 
been organic alterations met with little favour, and were negatived by 
large majorities. 

w 2 
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The Magazine. — On the motion of Bros. Cathhertson and Rose, it was 
resolved nnanimonsly, " That the Magazine he published as at present for 
another year ; and that the thanks of the meeting be presented to Bro. 
W. B. Carter, and the other members of the Publication Committee.*^ 
Bro. W. B. Carter acknowledged the Yote, and would, God sparing him, 
continue to do his best for the interests of the Magazine. Bros. Leek 
and Towne spoke in commendation of certain articles written by Bros. 
Carter, Sims, and Rose ; and proposed, " That the thanks of the meeting 
be given to the brethren who have thus contributed to the Magazine." 
This was carried unanimously. Bro. Sims, in acknowledging the vote, 
said how deeply grateful he felt for his share of it. 

Writers of leading articles in newspapers, as a rule, do not let their 
names appear ; and there are some writers in magazines who shrink from 
this publicity. In fact, some of our greatest writers, as Walter Scott 
and Charles Dickens, did not allow their names to appear in their early 
publications. One of our brethren, when it was resolved to do the work 
ourselves, wrote 100 pages out of 884 in the first vol. thus conducted 
(1865), but his name does not appear. The Magazine for the year 1871 
returned a profit of £18 2s. 9d. 
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DB. ANDREW CLABK AND THE 
TEMFEBANCE BEFOBMATION. . 

At a meeting held at All Souls School- 
room, Great Portland Street, London, 
Dr. Andrew Clare said : I have 
come here to-night not to deliver a 
formal lecture bat at the request of 
the chairman — a request which, under 
the circumstances, I could not choose 
but accede to. Now, I think it is 
just to say of ourselves that we are a 
patriotic people, and I for my part 
know of no question which strikes 
home so forcibly upon the character 
of the nation as this one question of 
the most appropriate mode of using 
alcoholic drinks. If we wish to see 
this nation prosperous, if we wish to 
see this nation take its right and just 
place among the other nations of the 
earth, and if we wish to be sure of 
the influence which this nation shall 
exert upon the progress of civilisation, 
upon i£e welfare and the physical 
happiness as well of mankind, we 
should be well assured of the justness 



of the answer which is to be given to 
this question. But also whilst we are 
a nation we are a people. Two lives 
go to make up the life of a nation. 
There is, first of all, the individual life, 
and then that collective life of the 
individuals which makes what we call 
** the life of the nation ;" but if I may 
be forgiven for saying so, far before the 
life of a nation is the life of every 
individual soul who forms a part of 
it, and if the question of the proper 
use of alcoholic drinks is important for 
our welfare as a nation, surely in a 
much stronger sense is it important 
for us as individual souls, fraught 
with all the business of eternity upon 
our backs, to determine again the 
right use of alcohol. Now if this 
question is important in this two-fold 
aspect, what a solemn sense of re- 
sponsibility must be upon the 
shoulders of those who come forward 
and speak upon it with authority. 
Two things, as it seems to me, are 
necessary — one is that he who pre> 
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sumes to speak authoritatively npon 
this subject shall know it, and the 
next is that however dear a certain 
side of the question may be to him, he 
should speak about it not with the 
mere desire to succeed, not with the 
desire to triumph, but with a loving, 
reverent, solemn desire to state the 
truth about it and nothing but the 
truth. 

Now I venture to say in your 
presence that I know something about 
this question. For twenty-five years 
at least I have been physician to one 
of the lai'gest hospitals in this coun- 
try. It has been a part of the daily 
business of my life to ascertain the 
influence which alcoholic drinks exert 
npon health, and I have taken a 
personal interest in this part of 
my duty, and not only through this 
professional channel I have mentioned 
to you, but often through personal 
experiment I have endeavoured most 
earnestly to get at the truth on this 
subject, and certainly I think I am 
Justified in saying to you that after 
these twenty-five years I know some- 
thing about it. In the next place I 
wish to speak, and I am determined 
to speak, nothing but the truth. It 
would be very pleasant — it is very 
attractive in one who has a cause to 
advocate — not to be too particular in 
his statements which will advance it. 
I do not mean to say that a man who 
has a cause at heart, any good man, 
will be disloyal to the truth — far from 
it ; but I do mean to say that some- 
times in our earnest advocacy of a 
good cause we forget what is to be said 
upon the other side. Now, I do not 
mean to forget to-night what is to be 
said upon the other side, and I begin 
therefore the first statement which I 
have to make to you as a statement 
with a qualification, I am going to 
speak about the influence of what I 
€all the excessive use of alcoholic 
drinks. Alcohol is a poison. So is 
stiychnine. So is arsenic. So is 
opium. It ranks with these agents, 
but of these agents arsenic, strychnine, 
opium, and many others there is this 
to be said, that in certain small doses 
^ey are useful in certain circumstan- 
<}es, and in certain very minute doses 
they can be habitually used without 
*iiy obvious — mark what I say — pre- 



judicial efifect,without any obvious, any 
sensibly prejudicial effect upon health. 
Therefore when I speak of alcohol, 
you will remember that I am speaking 
of it with this reservation, that as far 
as human knowledge has gone, as far 
as the most earnest and unprejudiced 
inquiry has led us, there are certain 
doses of alcohol — they are very mi- 
nute, depend upon that, exceedingly 
minute — in which this poison can be 
habitually taken without any obvious, 
without any sensibly prejudicial in- 
fluence upon the human frame. What 
these minute doses are — I repeat to 
you they are very minute — I am not 
going to stay to discuss to-night, but 
for the truth's sake, to which I choose, 
as I told you to-night, to appeal on 
this occasion, I must mention it, and 
I must remind you that when I am 
speaking of the effects of alcohol I am 
speaking of the effects of alcohol in 
these very minute doses. And now 
having thus far cleared the way, let 
me proceed to say in a word what my 
experiences with respect to the in- 
fluence of alcohol are upon health. I 
dare say people would like to know 
what health is, and I should like 
exceedingly to be able to tell you, but 
though I have been twenty-five years 
a doctor I do not know to this day 
what health is, but I will try to 
indicate it to you. I cannot define it 
because it is indefinable. Health is 
that state of body in which all the 
functions of it go on without notice or 
observation, and in which existence 
is felt to be a pleasure, in which it is 
a kind of joy to see, to hear, to touch, 
to live. That is health. Now that 
is a state which cannot be benefited 
by alcohol in any degree. Nay, it 
is a state which in nine times out of 
ten is injured by alcohol. It is a 
state which often bears alcohol with- 
out sensible injury, but I repeat to 
you, as the result of long-continued 
and careful thought, it is not one 
which can in any sense be benefited 
by alcohol. It can bear it sometimes 
without obvious injury, but be bene- 
fited by it, — never. I go further 
than that. I do not pretend to speak 
to you as a total abstainer, but I hope 
all the rising generation will be total 
abstainers. I venture to say to yon 
that there is a certain state of joy 
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of existence — for I cannot call it 
anything else — a sense in which one 
feels what a pleasure it is to look ont, 
for instance, npon the green fields, 
to hear pleasant sounds, to touch 
pleasant hands, to know that life is 
a satisfaction ; this, I say, is a state 
which in my experience is always in 
some way or other injured by alcohol. 
This is a state in which, sooner or 
later, the music goes out of tune 
under the continuous influence of 
alcohol. This is an ideal life which 
rarely in this age, and to us dwellers 
in towns, comes to us. From the sins 
of our forefathers, or from the 
unsuitable surroundings in which we 
dwell, or from our own doings, some- 
how or other this ideal life seldom 
or neyer comes to any one of us, and 
there is therefore a secondary sort of 
health, not like the one described, 
which is the health of most of us, and 
the question is, what of it? What 
does alcohol do to it? 

I have two answers. The first is 
that sometimes this sort of health 
bears better with the alcohol appa- 
rently than the other, and the next 
answer is that sometimes this state 
of health seems for a time to be 
benefited by alcohol, and this is 
exactly the sort of health which forms 
the great debating ground of the 
experience of di£ferent people with 
respect to the use of alcohol. There 
are some nervous people — people 
who are born into the world to be 
always ailing and yet never ill. 
There are people of this stamp who 
always feel a relief from taking a 
little alcohol, and they come to the 
conclusion that they could not live 
without it, and that they ought not 
to live without it. Now I have a 
profound sympathy for all people 
of this sort. Health of this sort is a 
heavy burden to bear in life. It is 
always oppressive, and is that sort 
of burden which makes people say, 
*^ I could always be happy, but my- 
self is always coming between me 
and my happiness." This is the 
sort of health in which alcohol seems 
sometimes to do good, and this is the 
sort of health with which I have such 
a sympathy that if the alcohol (and 
here you will see my first and only 
heresy) from which these people get 



an immense degree of comfort be 
taken in the minute doses described 
I have allowed it, and have not ob- 
served that they have suffered from 
it. This, I say, is a class of people 
for whom I have such a profound 
sympathy that I say sometimes, 
" TcJce your little drop of beer, but 
take care you never go beyond it." 
I do not defend it as right, but show 
you simply what I think. Now, as 
regards the influence upon health, 
I would sum it up in this — first, that 
perfectly good health will in my 
opinion always be injured even by 
small doses of alcohol — ^injured in the 
sense of its perfection of loveliness. 
I call perfect health the loveliest thing 
in all this world. Now, alcohol even 
in small doses will take the bloom off, 
will injure the perfection of loveliness 
of health both mental and moral. 
Therefore seeing that there are some 
people bom into this world with very 
feeble health, particularly nervous 

Eeople, who are not really benefited 
y the use of alcohol, but who do feel 
a certain comfort from the use of it, 
and who because they do feel that 
comfort, imagine themselves better 
fitted to do their duty, aud this little 
help being within the minute quantity 
of a poison which I think safe to take, 
I forgive them, and I say, "Well» 
vou have got into a habit of it ; go on, 
but take care that you don't get your 
children into the habit with you.*' 
I will ask your attention next to the 
question of tpork. There are two ways 
in which this question of the influence 
of alcohol upon work can be deter- 
mined. One way is by appealing to 
personal experience, and the other 
and perhaps the better way is by 
appealing to a carefully conducted 
experiment with bodies of men . Now, 
I will try both questions. First, what 
is the average result of an experi- 
mental inquiry into the effects of 
alcohol upon individuals as regards 
their work ? Now, here I must draw 
your attention to a fallacy which is 
very apt to arise in performing an 
experiment of this kind. I should 
say to a man, *' If you want to deter- 
mine this question about the influence 
of alcohol upon your work, do perform 
your experiment fairly. Yon will 
please go for a month with alcohol 
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and see how you get on, and then cnt 
it off altogether and see how you get 
on then." People are of different 
constitutions, and there are some of 
such nervous types of constitution 
that mere habit is such a force with 
them that they think if they do not 
have their daily allowance of alcohol 
they must be ill. The first difficulty 
in the way of experimenting with 
such people is that when they try the 
experiment of doing their work with- 
out alcohol they say they think they 
must be ill, and when the accustomed 
time of taking th0 alcohol comes 
round they think it is evidence that 
the plan is not going to answer well 
because they miss their accustomed 
beverage, and they begin to be on the 
side of expecting failure. They are 
sure to tell some of their friends, who, 
of course, condemn the '* mad experi- 
ment," and say, ** Beer is necessary ; 
you are not looking so well already, 
and if you go on you will see where 
you'll land." The poor man is in the 
position of an army going up to 
battle with the consciousness that it 
is going to be defeated, and you know 
the chances of success in such a case. 
I have no hesitation in saying that if 
a man has the courage to cast aside 
the imaginative difficulties which sur- 
round an experiment of this kind, 
and say — " None of your nonsense, I 
mean to try this fairly; I'm not a 
coward, and I will try it honestly," — 
he will succeed. People always look 
a little paler or thinner under such an 
experiment, but bulk is not measure 
of power, nor colour the measure of 
health. Now I venture to say, as a 
working man myself (I take it that I 
work as hard as most, for I have 
eighteen hours a day at my work, 
working in a harry and very anxious 
subjects to work upon, and if that is 
not hard work, when it goes over 
Saturday and Sunday as well, I know 
not what is), that I have my personal 
experience to speak of, and I have 
the experience of the enormous num- 
ber of people who pass before me 
every year. That does not go for 
nothing after ten years. If I don't 
luiow something about the subject 
now I must be a bigger fool than I 
imagine myself to be. If there is any 
honest man who really wants to get 



at the truth, and will not be set from 
his purpose by people copdoling with 
him about his appearance and the 
result of his experiment, and will try 
the effect of alcohol upon work, I 
would tell him fearlessly, and I would 
risk all that I possess upon the back 
of the statement, that as certainly as 
he does try that experiment for a 
month or six weeks, so certainly will 
he come to the conclusion that, how- 
ever pleasant alcohol is for the 
moment, it is not a helper of work. 
It is not only not a helper of work, 
but it is a certain hinderer of work, 
and every man who comes to the front 
of a profession in London is marked 
by this one characteristic, that the 
more busy he gets the less in the shape 
of alcohol he takes, and his excuse is 
— "I am very sorry, but I cannot 
take it and do my work." The most 
loyal, careful, faithful, and truthful 
of observers whom ever it was my 
good fortune to know — the late Dr. 
Parkes, of Netley — began life as a 
physician in London, and would have 
risen, I have no doubt, had he re- 
mained there, to be one of the first 
physicians of this metropolis, but his 
health was not good, and he went 
down to Netley. He was an earnest 
lover of truth, and this question of 
alcohol exercised his mind continually, 
and he tried in various shapes and 
ways to bring the question to such a 
test that even the most sceptical 
might be convinced by the result of 
his experiments. He performed this 
one among others. He got a number 
of soldiers of the same age, of the 
same type of constitution, living under 
the same circumstances, eating the 
same food, breathing the same atmo- 
sphere, and he did this that the ex- 
periment might be fair, he divided 
the soldiers into two gangs — an alco- 
holic gang and a non-alcoholic gang 
— and he engaged these two gangs in 
certain works, for which they were 
to be paid extra. He watched these 
gangs and took the result of their 
work; and it turned out that the alco- 
holic gang went far ahead at first. 
They had buckets of beer by their 
side, and as they got a little tired 
they took beer, and the non-alcoholic 
gang were in an hour or two left 
nowhere ; but he waited and watched. 
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as I told yon, and as the experiment 
went on, thQ energies of the beer- 
drinkers speedily began to flag, and, 
do what they would, before the end of 
the day the non-alcoholic gang had 
left them far behind. When this had 
gone on for some days the alcoholic 
gang begged that they might get into 
the non-alcoholic gang, that they 
might earn a little more money, but 
Dr. Parkes, in order to make the ex- 
periment clenching and conclusive, 
transposed the gangs. He made* the 
sdcoholic gang the non-alcoholic gang, 
and vice versa, the men being very 
willing to lend themselves to the ex- 
periment, and the results were exactly 
the same. The alcoholic gang beat 
the non-alcoholic gang at the starting, 
and failed utterly towards the end of 
the day. This is the most conclusive, 
and I think by far the most crucial 
experiment that I know of upon the 
question of the relation of alcohol to 
work. With that I will set aside this 
question by saying from personal ex- 
perience, and from experiments most 
carefully conducted over large bodies 
of men, it is capable of proof beyond 
all possibility of question that alcohol, 
in ordinary circumstances, not only 
does not help work, but is a serious 
hinderer of work. Now, as to the 
effect of the use of alcoholic drinks 
upon disease. I went to my hospital 
to-day thinking that I should have 
this terrible ordeal to go through to- 
night, and not knowing, indeed, how 
I should go through it. Well, think- 
ing of my lecture, I walked through 
my wards, and I asked myself this 
question— How many of these cases 
are due to natural and unavoidable 
causes, and how many are due to 
alcohol? Now, remember what I 
said at the beginning of these informal 
remarks — I do not desire to make out 
a strong case, I desire to make out a 
true case. I am speaking solemnly 
and carefully in the presence of truth, 
and I tell you I am considerably 
within the mark when I say to you 
that going the round of my hospital 
wards to-day seven out of every ten 
there owed their ill-health to alcohol. 
Now, what does that mean? That 
out of every hundred patients which 
I have charge of at the London 
Hospital 70 per cent of them directly 



owe their ill-health to alcohol — ^to the 
abuse — I do not say these 70 per cent, 
were drunkards — but to the excessive 
use. I do not know that one of them 
was what you call a drunkard. Nay, 
I must here put in a curious word 
which will shock your rector in the 
chair very much, that on the whole 
it is not the drunkards that suffer so 
much from alcohol. There are a 
number of men that we know to be 
drunkards. They get drunk and they 
get sober, and they are so much 
ashamed of themselves that they 
won't touch the accursed thing for 
months to come, until somebody 
tempts them. * These are not the men 
who suffer most from alcohol. These 
are the men who, conscious of their 
infirmity, and horribly ashamed of 
themselves when they recover, will 
remain virtuous for months and 
months. No, the men to whom I 
allude are the men who are habitually 
taking a little too much. The curse 
of this is that they feel so jolly and 
comfortable and full of jokes and fun 
that other short-sighted people almost 
envy them their condition. These 
are the men who go into company, 
who are full of life, who are always 
beggiug you to have another glass, 
and all that sort of thing. They are 
very good fellows, do their work well, 
but they are always drinking just a 
little more than the physiological 
quantity I mentioned at the beginning. 
Now these are the men who, taking 
a little more than they require or can 
use, looking well, yea, often feeling 
well, are yet being sapped and under- 
mined by this excess. Day by day, 
just as the grass grows and iyon can't 
see it — day by day this little excess, 
often a little one, is doing its work. 
It upsets the stomach, the stomach 
upsets the other organs, and bit by 
bit, under this fair and genial and 
jovial outside, the constitution is 
being sapped, and suddenly some fine 
day this haJe, hearty man, whose 
steps seemed to make the earth re- 
sound again, and the rafters re-echo 
with his tread, tumbles down in a fit 1 
That is the way in which alcohol 
saps the constitution. As I looked 
at the hospital wards to-day, and saw 
seven out of ten who owed their 
diseases to alcohol, I could not bnt 
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lament that the teaching about this 
qnestion was not more direct, more 
decisive, more home-thrusting than 
ever it has been. Though I do not 
want to appeal to your emotions, or 
to make a fine speech with fine 
phrases to catch you through your 
feelings, I want to catch you if I can 
by your plain reason or common 
understanding. I mast ask you in 
passing what do these seven men in 
teo, stricken down by alcohol, repre- 
sent in social life? Each one of 
these men was perhaps a husband 
and a father, with a wife and family 
depending upon him for their daily 
bread. Any man of but a smaU 
experience who knows what it is to 
have the head of the house cast down 
at an early age by early disease (as 
almost all the diseases produced by 
alcohol are), any such man must 
know what a terrible history is the 
history of the family which depends 
upon the head, when that head is 
sbioken down by the diseases pro- 
duced by alcohol, and it is too terrible 
for me to enter into upon such an 
occasion as the present. I am not 
saying — because I have no means of 
saying — ^in human life, in society at 
large, what is the percentage of 
victims which alcohol seizes upon as 
its rightful prey. I do not know ; I 
have no method of coming accurately 
to the conclusion ; but I know this, 
that not only was a large percentage 
of such diseases as I have mentioned, 
but a great mass — certainly more 
than three -fourths-— of the disorders 
in which we call *' fashionable life *' 
arise from the use of this very drug 
of which I am now speaking. Now, 
if you think of that, and think for one 
moment of the fact I have told you, 
that in this London Hospital seven 
out of ten of those whom I have seen 
to-day — and seen, for one reason, to 
present the statement to you to-night 
— lie there maimed for life by this 
agent : that a great mass, perhaps 
the greater mass, of the disorders, as 
distinct from the diseases with which 
mankind is afflicted, arise from the 
abuse of this drug~ surely you will 
agree with me, that a terrible respon- 
sioility lies upon those who, forgetful 
of these plain and certain teachings 
which the commonest experience can 



yield, will stimulate people to keep 
themselves up with glasses of wine 
and glasses of beer. 

There is another side as well of 
this question, and it is no abuse of 
language to say it is an awfal side. 
It would be bad if we men who abuse 
alcohol were to suffer in ourselves, 
and to suffer in those around us, 
whom we love or ought to love ; surely 
that is terrible enough to prevent men 
from using alcohol freely. But there 
is even a more terrible statement than 
that behind. It is not they alone 
who suffer; but so soon as a man 
begins to take one drop more than 
what I have called the physiological 
quantity, the desire of it is not only 
begotten in him, but the desire of it 
becomes a part of his very nature, 
and that nature, so formed by his 
acts, is calculated to inflict curses 
inexpressible upon the earth when 
handed down to the generations that 
are to follow after him, as part and 
parcel of their being. And I ask : 
What are you to think of those who 
are born of drunkards, who come into 
this world, so to speak, with a curse 
not only upon them but in them — the 
terrible desire for that which is to 
blast them, and to blast them speedily 
— a desire which no human power 
can save them from, and which God 
alone in His wisdom and mercy can 
protect them from. What an awful 
thought is this I Can there be any 
man here present who, if he is taking 
more than he ought to take, is in- 
different to all this? How can he 
think without dread of this terrible 
fact — ^for fact it is as surely as that 
two and two make four — that this 
desire is becoming part of his nature, 
and that he is handing it down, not 
for the good but for the most terrible 
evil that man can suffer unto genera- 
tions unborn ? Can I say to you any 
words stronger than these of the 
terrible effects of the abuse of alcohol ? 
It is when I myself think of all this 
that I am disposed, as I have said 
elsewhere, to rush to the opposite 
extreme, to give up my profession, to 
give up everything, and to go forth 
upon a holy crusade, preaching to all 
men — beware of this enemy of the 
race. 
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The World Redeemed : a Poem in Six 
Books. By William Tid Watson. 
London : Elliot Stock. Royal 8vo ; 
stitched cover. Price Is. 6d. 

Mr. Watson has been a writer of 
poems for many years, for on the 
back of the cover we have reviews of 
six different works, and the reviews 
date back to 1858. All of these 
literary notices are very flattering. 
The Standard of Nov. I2th, 1858, 
says : " His command over words as 
the medium of thought is absolute 
and without limit." 

What can we say after this ? Most 
persons, if they issue a book of poems, 
bring it out in large type, and set it 
off by elegant binding. Not so Mr. 
Watson. He has his poems set up in 
small type, and arranged in the repul- 
sive form of double column royal 8vo ; 
plain paper cover. 

The production before us contains 
28 pages; each page contains 180 
lines, of eleven syllables each. We 
will give the first paragraph of Book 
VI., entitled, " Bedemption Achieved." 

" * grave I where is thy victory f * bo 
flung 

The Christian sage his challenge forth to 
man's 

Most dreaded foe, what time his soul 
npclomb 

The heights of rapture, by sure hope in- 
spired 

Of endless life and immortality. 

* grave ! where is thy victory f * my 

song 
The exulting cry repeats ; as in the wake 
Of her triumphant Hero she attends, 
And whom, evenwhile, Yictor o'er sin and 

death 
And Hell she sang, once more the saintly 

chords 
She sweeps, and sings Him Conqueror of 

the grave."— Page 25. 



pistellsnjeons. 

HEABT TEACmNG. 

He who would reveal God to man 
must have his heart with God. Said 
k Kempis : " I would rather feel peni- 
tence than be able to define it.*' Said 
Wesley ; " Knowledge is a good thing, 



but saving souls is better." We do 
not mean by these quotations to array 
the heart and the head, knowledge 
and goodness, against each other. 
But we do mean that knowledge by 
itself can never with power impart 
instruction in goodness. It is only 
the force of feeling that can heat the 
light of knowledge and make it burn 
into the soul. 

By the heart as a power in teach- 
ing, we mean that the truth from 
being an abstraction shall become a 
conviction. The teacher must feel it 
in him, the greatest of all realities. 
Nay, beside its reality and impor- 
tance, he must burn with the love of 
it ; that love must be his highest and 
strongest passion. Along with this 
passionate love of truth, of divine 
truth, there may be of knowledge 
more or less, and the knowledge will 
furnish a place for planting the 
fulcrum and give skill in the work of 
lifting, but the passion is the lifting 
power. 

This heart element in teaching the 
truth will explain many of the anoma- 
lies of success among ministers of the 
Gospel. Here, for example, is a fine 
scholar, fragrant with the bloom of 
the richest culture, and admirable in 
person and voice. The cultivated are 
pleased, and perhaps nothing more. 
But this man of mere culture has a 
neighbour, whose mind is of the 
plainest type, to whose services 
crowds are attracted, and at the altars 
of whose church multitudes bow as 
penitents. Culture has scarce any 
share in producing the awakenings ; 
it is the heart that has done it. The 
plain, and, perhaps, ignorant preacher, 
has a firm hold on a few fundamental 
truths of Christianity ; even these he 
has not mastered; they have rather 
mastered him ; he obeys their divine 
touch, burns at their kindling, works 
at their order; and as face answers 
to face in water, so the hearts of those 
respond to the passionate polsatioD 
of his. 

We are not glorifying ignorance,, 
but the heart; we are not under- 
rating culture, but showing that it 
must work by means of the heart. 
Indeed, much of the work of the 
ignorant evangelist may go no deeper 
than a sensation, because he has not 



MIBOBLLANKOUS. 



815 



based it on sufficient knowledge; it 
may be only the tears and sighs of 
sympathy ; a mere inflection of weep- 
ing and shouting, which perishes as 
soon as it gets out of the crowd and 
gaslight of the meeting. But what 
tiien ? Is there aught wrong in the 
passion ? By no means, but only in 
the knowledge. Let not the uncul- 
tured evangelist restrain his heart, 
but rather harness it with culture. 
Let not the cultured pastor despise 
bis learning, or set slight store by its 
classifying and adorning power, but 
let him find and interest his heart. 
Jn a word, let the evangelist who is 
almost all heart, and the cultured 
pastor who is nearly all mind, unite 
in one man, and passion shall give 
wing and edge to cultured reason. 
The intellect shall then move in 
lightning glances, and be none the 
less intellect, but all the clearer for 
the blaze and heat of its movement. 



"Why, I'll tell you. Ever since 
I've lost my enjoyment for singing. 
I can't sing my favourite hymn with 
a good conscience any longer." 

" What is that ? " 

« This : 

* No foot of land do I possess. 
No cottage in the wilderness, 

A poor wayfaring man. 

* I dwell awhile in tents below. 
Or gladly wander to and fro. 

Till I my Canaan gain. 

* Yonder's my house and portion fair. 
My treasure and my heart are there. 
And my abiding home.' 

" There!" said Strange, "Fd rather 
sing that hymn than own America. 
1*11 trust the Lord to take care of my 
wife and children." 

He continued singing and preach* 
ing, and the Lord, said the preacher, 
did take care of him and hi<^ children 
after him. — Merry^s Magazir.e, 



A *' STBANGE " PBEAGHEB. 

His name was Strange. Many will 
think his conduct was strange also. 
He was a zealous preacher, and a 
sweet singer. Nothing gave him so 
much pleasure as to go about the 
country preaching and singing. A 
gentleman well off in worldly goods, 
desiring to make him and his family 
comfortable in their declining years, 
generously presented him with a title- 
deed for three hundred and twenty 
acres of land. Strange accepted the 
donation with thankfulness, and went 
on his way, preaching and singing as 
be went. But after a few months he 
returned, and requested his generous 
friend to take the title-deed. Sur- 
prised at the request, the gentleman 
inquired : 

" Is there any flaw in it ? " 

'' Not the slightest." 

** Is not the land good ? " 

" First-rate." 

" Isn't it healthy ? " 

" Yes." 

"Why, then, do you wish me to 
take it back? It will be a comfortable 
home for you when yon grow old, 
and something for your wife and 
children if you should be taken 
away." 



A PARABLE. 

A CEBTAiN tyrant sent for one of his- 
subjects and said to him : '* What is 
your employment ? " He said, " I am 
a blacksmith." " Go home and make 
me a chain of such a length." He 
went home ; it occupied him sereral 
months, and he had no wages all the 
time he was making it. Then he 
brought it to the monarch, and he 
said, '* Go and make it twice as long.'* 
He brought it up again, and the 
monarch said, " Go and make it 
longer still." Each time he brought 
it, there was nothing but the com- 
mand to make it longer still. And 
when he brought it up at last, the 
monarch said, "Take it, and bind 
him hand and foot with it, and cast 
him into a furnace of fire." These 
were the wages for making the chain. 
Here is a meditation for you to-night, 
ye servants of the devil. Your master^, 
the devil, is telling you to make a 
chain. Some have been fifty years 
welding the links of the chain ; and 
he says, " Go and make it still 
longer." Next Sabbath morn you 
will open that shop of yours, and put 
another link on; next Sabbath you 
will be drunk, and put on anouier 
link ; next Monday you will do a dis- 
honest action ; and so you will keep 
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on making fresh links to this chain ; 
and when you have lived twenty 
years more the devil will say, " More 
links on still ! " And then, at last, it 
will be : '* Take him, and bind 1dm 
hand and foot, and cast him into a 
furnace of fire." " For the wages of 
sin is death." There is a subject for 
your meditation. I do not think it 
will be sweet; but if God makes it 
profitable, it will do you good. You 
must have strong medicine some- 
times, when the disease is bad. God 
apply it to your hearts. — Spurgeon. 



JOSEPH BEIDFOED, 

Some years the travelling companion 
of Mr. Wesley, for whom he would 
have sacrificed health, and even life ; 
but to whom his will would never 
bend, except in meekness. 

"Joseph," said Mr. Wesley, one 
day, " take these letters to the 
post.'* 

B. : "I will take them after 
preaching, sir." 

W. : " Take them now, Joseph." 

B. : ''I wish to hear you preach, 
sir, and there will be sufficient time 
for the post after service." 

W. : "I insist upon you going now, 
Joseph." 

B. : ** I will not go at present.*' 

W. : " You won*t ? " 

B. : •* No, sir." 

W. : •* Then you and I must part." 

B. : " Very good, sir." 

The good men slept over it. Both 
were early risers. At four o'clock 
the next morning the refractory helper 
was accosted with — 

*' Joseph, have you considered what 
I said ; that we must part ? " 

B. : " Yes, sir.'* 

W. : " And must we part ? ** 

B. : ** Please yourself, sir.'* 

W. : " Will you ask my pardon, 
Joseph ? " 

B. : ^ No, sir.*' 

W. : " You won't ? *' 

B. : ** No, sir." 

W. ; "Then I will ask yours, 
Joseph." 

Poor Joseph was instantly melted, 
smitten as by the wand of Moses, 
when forth gushed the tears, like the 
water from the rock. He had a ten- 



der soul ; and it was soon observed 
when the appeal was made to the 
heart instead of the head. — Wesley cm 
Takings f vol, l^page 317. 



BEinSH JUSTICE. 

That is indeed a noble anecdote of 
British jurisprudence in the preface 
to De Lolme's " Essay on the British 
Constitution.*' On his first arrival in 
London, he attended a court of law, 
when the cause happened to be a 
question between a subject and a 
prince of the blood. It was decided 
for the subject and against the prince 
— a circumstance which in itself was 

Suite enough to surprise the foreigner. 
»ut there was an accompaniment to 
the thing which surprised him infi- 
nitely more than the thing itself; and 
that is, that no surprise whatever was 
either felt or expressed by the spec- 
tators — not even one movement of 
popular satisfaction, and no mobbish 
or tumultuary delight because of the 
poor man's triumph and the rich man's 
overthrow. And why? because the 
thing just happened in the even and 
ordinary course of English justice ; it 
was but an every-day incident in the 
administration of law; and of the 
whole assembled public who were 
present, and had looked calmly and 
intelligently on throughout the whole 
process, not one cUscovered the 
slightest astonishment, not one be- 
trayed any indecent exultation at the 
verdict, because it was precisely the 
verdict which, from the distinct merits 
of the case, they had been led to anti- 
cipate. It was this which gave to 
this enlightened stranger his pro- 
foundest sense of the excellence of our 
constitution ; and this is the origin of 
by far the soundest treatise whioh has 
appeared on the government and con- 
stitation of our highly privileged land. 
Now, this is a noble anecdote. It 
has the moral sublime in it. — Dr, 
Chalmers. 



APPAEENT MISFOBTUNBS. 

Ajteb a most dangerous illness in 
his Majesty's service, I was invalided 
at Madras, and procured a passage in 
a line-of-battle-ship for England. 
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After my goods and chattels were on 
board, the ship was saddenly ordered 
to sea, while I was making a little 
ezcnrsion from the presidency. I 
got back to Madras just in time to see 
the vessel sail from the roads, while 
two of my brother officers, more pru- 
dent than myself, had wisely in all 
human prudence, taken up their 
berths onll)oard, and were now on 
their voyage to Europe ; while I was 
left destitute on a foreign shore, in 
sickness and in poverty ! After sur- 
mounting various difficulties and 
repining for months on account of my 
misfortunes, I at length reached my 
native soU. The line-of-battle-ship 
had foundered at sea, and not a 
human being of the crew or passen- 
gers survived to tell the tale. From 
that day to this (now nearly thirty 
years ago), I have always hailed an 
apparent misfortune as the harbinger 
if not the actual agent of some provi- 
dential benefit or escape. — Br. James 
Johnson. 



MONOSTLLABLES. 

The following monosyllabic para- 
graph we clip from the Central 
Christian Advocate, It shows the 
real force of the Anglo-Saxon tongue. 

" THE USE. 

" 'Tib plain this world is not a seope for 
bliss, 
But duty."--J?. W. EUsworth, 

Life has a joy ; a joy for all the 
good; yet these find in their cup, 
more than this. Change comes, and 
each one finds some hour of grief and 
pain. Yet change is good, and we 
are to gain at each turn in life, for 
naught is meant for ill. But few view 
life in the light they ought ; most see 
and use it as if God gave it but to 
please. Such are apt to find no good 
or joy in it. We should not live for 
self. It is ours to set the end of life 
on high, and make it tell for good, 
each day and hour of it. 'Tis ours to 
do ! To do for those who need. To 
go, to find and bless, and in some 
sort lose sight of self, in work for the 
poor and such as need our aid, is the 
wise, true way. The life that does no 
good, knows no bliss. They who 
learn the wants of men, and turn their 
hand to meet them, are such as find 
the real joy. Such God will bless, 



such will He own, and to such at 
length will give the crown. 

"True happiness (if understood). 
Consists alone in doing good." 



LUTHEB'S FIBMNESS. 

About the time the plague broke out in 
Wittemberg, a great part of the stu- 
dents and teachers left the town: 
Luther remained. **I don't well 
know,*' wrote he to his friend at 
Erfurt, " if the plague will allow me 
to finish the Epistle to the Galatians. 
Prompt and brisk, it makes great 
ravages, especially among the young. 
You advise me to flee. Whither 
shall I flee ? I hope the world will 
not go to wreck though Friar Martin 
fall. If the plague makes progress, I 
will disperse the friars in all direc- 
tions ; but, for myself, I am stationed 
here, and obedience permits me not 
to flee till He who has called me re- 
call me. Not that I do not fear death 
(for I am not the Apostle Paul — ^I am 
only his commentator), but I hope 
the Lord will deliver me from fear." — 
D*Aubigne, vol. i. p. 167. 



TEABS. 

To human nature God has given the 
privilege to weep in times of affliction 
and distress. In His infinite kind- 
ness he has ordained that tears^ which 
are only external evidences of our 
grief, shall be the outlets to our sor- 
rows, and tend to exhaust the cause 
from which they flow. — lb. 



IP^tmromtH ot t^t Pontes. 

OGTOBEB. 

The sun rises one minute after six 
on the Ist, and sets at forty minutes 
after five. On the 81st she rises at 
fifty-three minutes after six, and sets 
at thirty-four minutes after four. The 
day shortens fifty-two minutes in the 
morning, and fifty-four minutes in 
the evening, or one hour and forty-six 
minutes during the month. 

The moon is full on the 7th at 
fifty-nine minutes after one in the 
afternoon. New on the 23rd, thirty- 
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one minaies after two in the morning. 
She is nearest the earth on the 4£, 
and again on the last day of the 
month, and most distant from it on 
the 16th. 

Mercnry is an evening star, setting 
ahont half an hour after the sun. He 
is near the moon on the 24th, and 
stationary among the stars on the 
28th. 

Venus is a morning star, rising on 
the 8th at three hours and six 
minutes before sunrise. She is at her 
least distance from the sun on the 
17th, and near the moon on the 20th. 

Mars rises at three minutes after 
nine p.m. on. the 7th. He is due 
South on the Ist at thirty-four min- 
ntes after five a.m. He is near the 
moon on the Idth. 

Jupiter rises on the 7th at one 
hour twenty-three minutes after sun- 
set. He is due South on the let at 
two hours fifty-five minutes a.m., and 
near the moon on the 10th. 

Saturn rises on the 7th at fifty- 
«even minutes after sunset. He is 
due South on the Ist at fifty-nine 
minutes after one a.m., and near the 
moon on the 9th. 

High water at London Bridge on 
the Ist at forty minutes after six in the 
morning, and forty minutes after 



seven in the evening. On the 31st at 
forty-two minutes after seven in the 
morning, and twenty minutes after 
eight in the evening. 

NOTEWOBTHr EVENTS. 

4th. The first English Bible printed, 
1536. 

12th. Columbus discovered Ame- 
ica, 1492. 

20th. Sir Christopher Wren bom, 
1632. 

24th. Chaucer (poet) died, 1400. 

26th. Hogarth died, 1764. 

27th. Captain Cook bom, 1728. 

MUSIC IN NATUBE. 

How sweet the moonlight sleeps upon this 

bank. 
Here will we sit, and let the sounds of 

mnsic 
Creep in onr ears ; soft stillness and the 

night 
Beeome the touches of sweet harmony. 
Sit, Jessica ; look, how the floor of heaven 
Is thick inlaid with natives of blight 

gold; 
There's not the smallest orb, which thon 

behold'st, 
Bnt in his motion like an angel sings, 
Still qniring to theyomig-eyedchemfaiiDB; 
Such harmony is in immortal souls 1 
But while this muddy vestore of decay 
Doth grossly dose it in, we cannot bear it. 

8hake9peare, 
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NOTE. 

The (Ecumenical Methodist Confer- 
ence, has been deemed of sufficient im- 
portance to attract the attention of 
the Times^ which has spoken of it as 
<* promising to be one of the most 
interesting and important religious 
•gatherings ever held since the days of 
the We^eys. The denominations 
number over 4,000,000 actual com- 
municants, and a Methodist popula- 
tion of 18,000,000. The members of 
the Conference will number 400, one- 
half of whom represent British and 
Continental Methodism, and one-half 
the churches of the United States and 
Oanada. The Conference is composed 
of lay and clerical delegates equally. 



and its main objects will be to devise 
means for prosecuting the home and 
foreign work so as to result in the 
greatest economy and efficiency; to 
promote fraternity; to increase the 
moral and evangelical power of a 
common Methodism, and to seonie 
the more speedy conversion of the 
world." 

GENEBAL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting was held at 
the office of the Association, No. 24, 
Bedford Street, W.C., on Wednesday, 
Sept. 14thu 

Present : The President, Treasurer, 
Honoraiy Secretaries, General Secre- 
tary, Amphlett, Turtle, Parker, Ward- 
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ley, Wright, Clapham, Sunman, Bur- 
ley, Harding, Salmon, and Atkinson. 

Bro. A. R. Johnson opened the 
meeting with prayer. 

The minutes were read and signed 
as correct. Some questions arising 
therefrom caused considerable dis- 
cussion and explanations, but no 
resolutions were come to, other than 
to let the alteration in Rule 12 (which 
had been made without due notice) 
remain as it is. 

The monthly abstract showed re- 
ceipts from Branches ^161 17s.; 
payments to them, j£ 172 6s. Id. New 
members, 4; deaths, 4 and 1 wife; 
sick, 101 ; annuitants, 165. The ba- 
lances in hand were £646 8s. 2d.; 
besides which, the Treasurer stated 
that he had now received the July 
dividends, after considerable difficulty, 
at the Bank of England. The total 
receipts from Branches since audit in 
May were £9QS 2s. 7d. ; and the pay- 
ments to them j£900 ISs 9d., besides 
the working expenses. 

An order was drawn on the Trea- 
surer for General Secretary's salary, 
and postages, and for bills for prin- 
ting Reports, stationery, &c., total £82 
17s. 2d. 

Brother Amphlett reported that the 
sum of £1 7s. lid., for interest on 
deposit at Treasurer's bank, was 
entered in last year's account among 
the donations, legacies, &o. 

The following applications were 
considered and determined on : 

1. Bro. T. H., of M., aged 61 ; a 
local preacher 37 years ; a widower ; 
by trade a cabinet maker ; not able to 
work through premature old age and 
extreme feebleness ; but when able 
sells a little tea. He has been re- 
ceiving from our funds 4s. weekly. 
Ordered. That this brother receive 6s. 
weekly in future. 

2. Bro. T. H., of M. and S., aged 
68; a local preacher 35 years; wife 
aged 67; is by trade a sawyer, but 
earning nothing, as he suffers from 
heart disease. Is now on our perma- 
nent sick list. Ordered, That the 
brother have an annuity of 5s. a 
week. 

3. Bro. A. S., of M. N., aged 72 ; a 
local preacher 42 years; wife aged 
73 ; has five children, all married and 
have families. One allows him 5s. 



per quarter. He has been a weigher 
of coals at 12s. a week, and he now 
receives 3s. 6d. weekly from his local 
club. He is utterly unable to work 
from severe rheumatism. Ordered, 
That the brother receive 4s. a week 
at present. 

4. Bro. J. D., of P., aged 60 ; a 
local preacher 23 years ; is a bache- 
lor, earning about 4s. 6d. weekly by 
mending boots and shoes. He receives 
two pounds yearly as Trinity money. 
His complaint is hip disease. Or- 
dered, That this brother receive ds. a 
week. 

A letter was read from Bro. A. 
Andrew respecting a brother who is 
not yet a member ; the consideration 
of which was deferred. 

Bro. A. R. Johnson reported pro- 
gress respecting correspondence con- 
cerning the £8,000 for local preachers 
from the Thanksgiving Fund. 

The following were appointed a 
sub-Committee to prepare further 
suggestions to lay before the Com- 
mittee appointed by Conference, and 
to submit the same to our next 
monthly meeting : The President, ex- 
President, Dr. Aldom, H. Wright, 
and the Honorary Secretaries. 

A letter was read from Mr. W. B. 
Jameson, stating that his father, who 
had just made his long land and sea 
journey home from the other side of 
America, was too unwell to attend 
the meeting. The General Secretary 
was requested to write a letter of 
sympathy to Bro. Jameson, and to 
express our sincere hopes for his 
restoration. 

Bro. Clapham was added to the 
deputation to Faversham. 

Bro. A. R. Johnson was empowered 
to select a deputation, when needed, 
for a meeting at Prince of Wales* 
Road Chapel. 

Bro. Amphlett reported that he had 
endeavoured to revive the Branch at 
Weymouth. Two brethren had given 
in their names as members. 

Bro. Turtle reported that a new 
Branch was in coiirse of formation at 
Dronfield. 

Bro. Wardley invited the next 
meeting to be at our office on Monday, 
10th Oct., at 5.80. 

Bro. Salmon closed the meeting 
with prayer at 9 o'clock. 
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DEATHS. 

AugftLst 1, 1881. Joseph Teaadalei 
Alston Branch, aged 66 years. He died 
calmly trusting in the Lord . Claim £6. 

August 3, 1881. Elizabeth White, 
Grantham Branch, aged 75. She died 
in peace. Claim £4. 

August 16, 1881. John HoUoway, 
York Branch, aged 89 years. He had 



been an annuitant 140 weeks, and 
received £42. No particulars. Claim £2. 

August 21, 1881. Thomas 0. John- 
son, Sunderland Branch, aged 79 years. 
Fully prepared, and calmly waiting for 
his end. Claim £2. 

August 81, 1881. Ellen Maraden. 
Wibsey Branch, aged 40 years Ka 
particulars. Claim £S. 



GASH RECEIVED BY THE GENERAL TREASURER to Sept. 15th, 1881. 



••• 



••• 



••• 



SpiUlJUldS'-Mr, R. Faoey, 2s 6d ; Mr. T. Gibbons, 2s 6d... 
Newcoitle-wndeT'Lyne 

yinvbury—Ur, R. A. Taylor, qly. 88 ; Mr. C. Webb, he. 
xus od ••• ... ••• •*• ••• ••■ 

JLVn^ZOTi ••• ••• ••■ .•« •■• »•• 

JjUTlQCLy *aa •*. ••• ••• ••• ••* 

Liverpool ... ... ... ... .., ... 

On/tpV0l» ••• ••« t,am ••• ••• ■•• 

JPontypool %•• ••• ... ••• ... ... 

v/wnCLl/v ... ••• .*• ••• ••• .•• 

Peterborough 2nd ... ... ••• 

Driffield .•• ••• — • 

JSoLXth ... •■. ■•• 

Ripon ••• ••• *»• 

Durtley 

Ckesterfieldr-Vit. W. CoUedge, 2s 6d ; Mr. T. E. Fenwick, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr. M. Hicking, 2s 6d; Mr. S. Townrow, 5s; 

Public Collection, net £2 10s 2d 
Sundevland ... ... ... ... •.• ••• 

Nottingham — Mr. W. B. Carter, hm. £l Is ••• 
Bury St. Edmunds ... ... ... 

^shhoum ... ... .. ••• ••• ' ... 

Brighton ... ••• ... ,.. ... 

\jrew6 *•• ... ... ... ... ••• 

ror^— Mr . T. Dickenson, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. R. Hill, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. E. Sherwood, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Swales, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. Tasker, ho. 10s 6d 
Cardiff--'Mx. R. Bird, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. H. Wills, hm. 

wJL 1,8 ••• ••• ••• ••• .. ••• 

Retford-^Mx, G. Grundy, hm. £1 Is ... 

Birmingham 2nd ••• ... ... ••• ... 

Southnarh and Lambeth — ^Mrs. Keough, hm. £1 Is 
Bristol — J. H., 2s 6d for the Old Men (per Bro. Maynard) 
Wibsey — Mr. T. Barraclough, qly. 3s ; Mr, T. Oonstantine, 

qly. 3s ; Mr. W. Sharp, qly. 3s 
Newport {Mon,) — E. H., 5s (per Bro. Milsom) ... 
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THE REVISED VERSION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, 

No. II. 

Our first paper upon this subject was written in the first week of Jnne.- 
Since then we have met with abundance of criticism on the work of the 
Revisers, expressing diverse opinions, some of them altogether contrary to 
others. This is bat wliat we expected ; and what, in the nature of things^ 
was inevitable. There is no subject upon which men were more certain to 
differ in their judgment, and the fact is no valid argument against the 
importance and value of the work itself. Our own views have been 
clearly expressed, and we see no ground for material change therein. We 
question whether the press of any nation ever issued a literary production 
— simply human, not divine — upon which so large an amount of attention 
has been fixed. 

We are not surprised that so many prefer the Old Version to the New, 
and that a cordial and thorough approval of the Revised Version has been 
expressed by so few. The language of the Old is embalmed in the 
memory of millions, and interwoven with their whole habit of devotional 
thought. They are shocked, therefore, with the vast number of verbal 
changes made, and the many omissions and additions that distinguish the 
New from the Old Version. In the four Gospels and Acts, there are 
said to be no fewer than 14,601 variations from the Authorised Version, 
and in the whole volume as many as 36,191. We do not doubt the 
general accuracy of this statement, having ourselves counted 1,750 in the 
Gospel according to St. Matthew, without reckoning every individual 
word or the changes in punctuation. We know not what may have been 
the reasons for all these changes. No doubt they were such as satisfied 
the Revisers. We must confess, however, that some of them have not 
appeared to us as necessary, and some have perplexed us. 

Many of our readers have bought and perused the volume ; but have 
they all ? We wish they had ; but if any have not, we hope they will ; 
especially those who either preach the word, or expect so to do. Mean- 
while, we hope we shall not overtax their patience if we place before them 
such a number of changes as will induce them to give the subject a larger 
amount of thought than they have yet given or otherwise would give. 

To begin with nouns ; taking them in alphabetic order, we find 
** abundance *' changed into superfluity ; " alms " into righteousness ; 
<* body " into corpse ; ** bottles " into wineskins ; ** box " (of ointment) 
into cruse, and flask ; *' bread " (aproc) into loaf; ** candle " into lamp ; 
«* candlestick," stand; *' children," sons; *' closet," inner-chamber; 
** clothes," garments (and in Matt. xxiv. 18, cloak) ; *• clothing," raiment; 
** coasts," borders ; ** commandments," precepts ; ** compassion," mercy ; 
** concupiscence,'* coveting ; ** countenance," appearance ; " country," 
region; «* damnation," judgment ; "ditch," pit; "doctrine," teaching; 
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" eagles," vultures ; " exchaugers,'* bankers ; " fame," report; " fellow," 
man; ^' fowls,*' birds of the air; ''generation," offspring; ''ghost,** 
spirit; " gospel,'* good tidings ; " grayes," tombs ; "greetings," saluta- 
tions; " heathen," Qentiles; " heathen man," Gentile; "hell," Hades (the 
Greek word); "hem," border; "lunatic," epileptic; "maid," damsel; 
"Master" (applied to Christ), (MatrKoXoc) Teacher; "meat," food; 
"minstrels," flate-players ; " miracles," signs ; " offences," occasions of 
stumbling ; " palace " (of the high priest), court; " people," multitudes ; 
"pity," mercy ; " princes," rulers; " sayings," words ; " scrip," wallet ; 
" sepulchres," tombs ; " ship " (xXoTov), boat ; " shore," beach ; "sky," 
heaven; "sorrows," travail ; "soul" {ypvxn)i ^i^® > "spirit" (fancied by the 
disciples to be walking on the lake when they saw Christ), apparition ; 
" temple," sanctuary ; " testament," covenant ; " thieves," robbers ; 
"time," season; "tombs," sepulchres; "town," village; "uproar," 
tumult ; " usury," interest ; " victuals," food ; " vinegar " (given to 
Christ when hanging upon the cross), wine (the Greek word varying in 
different MS8.) ; "watch," guard; "wedding," marriage-feast; "wil- 
derness," desert place ; " witness," testimony ; " workman," labourer ; 
" writing-table,** tablet. What a list of changes in one Gospel only I 
Some of them, aye, many, unquestionably necessary and justifiable ; but 
some of them unaccountably arbitrary. 

The same remarks apply to the changes made in verbs as to those in 
nouns. Many of them are changes in tense, some in number, and some 
in phraseology, a few in spelling only, but most of them in an equivalent, 
or nearly equivalent term. We find in the first Gospel, " abide ** ex- 
changed for tarry, " abased** for humbled ; " assembled,** were gathered; 
"betrayed," delivered up; "blamed,** condemned; "break** (bottles), 
burst; "brought forth** (fruit), yielded; "caught,** took hold of; 
" compel,** constrain ; " cometh,** proceedeth ; " consulted,'* took counsel 
together; "commanded,** appointed (also charged); "charged,** com- 
manded ; " condemned," judged ; " catcheth,** snatcheth ; " curseth,** 
speaketh evil of; "damned,** condemned; "deceive," lead astray; 
"declare,** explain; "demanded,** inquired; "departed," was going on 
bis way (chap. xxiv. 1. Also went out, and withdrew) ; " do well," do 
good; "inquire,** search out; "entangle," ensnare; "espoused," be- 
trothed; "fulfilled," accomplished; "furnished** (with guests), filled ; 
"goeth," entereth; "grant,** command "kept,** observed (also fed, 
when related to swine) ; " laid hold,** took hold ; " lamented," mourned; 
" lead,** guide ; " loosed,** released ; " marvelled," were afraid ; "mourn- 
ed,** wailed; "neglect** (to hear), refuse ; "offend," cause to stumble ; 
" omittedj" left undone ; " platted," plaited ; " preach," proclaim ; 
** prepare,** make ready; "proceed,** come forth; "purge," cleanse; 
" reckoneth,'* maketh a reckoning ; " revile," reproach ; "reviled," railed 
on ; "should be,** had been (chap. xxiv. 22, would have been) ; "savour- 
est,** mindest ; "sit down," recline; "see," perceive; "shew," declare; 
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"smite," beat; "Borry," grieved; "stood up," arose; "sprung up,*' 
grew up; "strawed," spread; "suffer," bear with; "taxed," enrolled; 
"teach/* make disciples ; " told,** spoken of; "tormented,** in anguish ; 
"travelling,'* going; "understood,** perceived (an excellent rendering, 
chap. xxvi. 10) ; " valued," priced (chap, xxvii. 9) ; " wrought," spent 
(one hour). 

Among many changes of phrases are these : — " will be changed,** for 
would become ; " let him be," for shall be ; "to be afflicted,'* unto 
tribulation ; " to this time,** until now ; "make ruler over,'* set over ; 
"receipt of custom/* place of toll ; " take no thought,** be not anxious 
(chap. vi. 25) ; " God forbid,'* be it not so (this is the footnote alterna- 
tive rendering, and is a far more accurate rendering than that in the 
text) ; ** generation of vipers,** offspring of vipers ; " by the way of," 
toward (chap. iv. 15) ; "his fame,** the report of him; "was set," had 
sat down. 

" All manner of sin and blasphemy,'* is altered into every sin and 
blasphemy ; and " the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost," into the 
blasphemy against the Spirit. This is an exact rendering of the Greek 
text, the reading of which is every sm, and which has not the word Boly 
(chap. xii. 31). The " dry places " of the unclean spirit, in verse 43 of 
the same chapter, are waterless places in the Eevised Version. The 
simple negative, " not,** in verse 14 of chap. xiii. of the Old Version, is 
expanded in the New into the form of in no wise ; and in the next verse, 
the phrase, " lest at any time,*' appears as lest haply ; and " be con- 
verted," puts on the Anglo-Saxon garb, of turn again. In many places 
the term " lest," is enlarged into lest haply. In verse 17 of this chapter 
the perfect tense is exchanged for the past tense, as frequently is the case, 
and in many places the past yields to the perfect. lu verse 21, "by and 
by he is offended,** gives place to straightway he stumbleth. In our Lord's 
exposition of the Parable of the Sower (verses 18-23), " that which was 
sown," passes into he that was. sown; and the "parable put forth unto 
them," becomes a parable set before them, "A merchant man," becomes 
a man that is a merchant (v. 45). In chap. xxvi. 15, the question put by 
Judas to the priests, is changed from " What will ye give me ?*' to What 
are ye willing to give me ? and, "they covenanted with him for thirty 
pieces of silver,** is changed into, they weighed unto him thirty pieces of 
silver. Peter's protestation, "Though I should die with thee," yields to, 
if I must die with thee. After the account of the miraculous feeding of 
the five thousand, the Old Version says " they took up of the fragments 
that remained," &c, ; the Itevised Version has altered this into, they took 
up that which remained over of the broken pieces : and the boat " tossed 
with the waves," is distressed by the waves (chap. xiv. 20, 24). In ver. 
34 of that chapter, instead of the reading, " And when they were gone 
over, they came into the land of Gennesaret," we read — And when they 
had crossed over, they came to the land, unto Gennesaret. And for the 
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next Terse, ^'Aod when the men of that place had knowledge of him, thej 
sent oat into all that coantry ronnd aboat, and bronght unto him all that 
were diseased ;" we read — And when the men of that place knew him, 
they sent into all that region ronnd abont, and bronght nnto him all that 
were sick.** Coming to chap. xt. 14, << If the blind lead the blind, both 
shall fall into the ditch," we find the reading changed to — if the blind 
guide the blind, both shall fall into a pit. In Terse 22, '* a woman of 
Canaan came onf of the same coasts," is rendered — a Canaanitish womin 
came out from those borders. The king " which would take account of 
his serTants " (chap. XTiii. 28) is described as a king — which would make 
a reckoning with his senrants. ''The good man of the house," in chap. 
XX. 11, is briefly, in the New Version, the householder. " I will gire," 
in Ter. 14, is rendered — it is my will to give. 

We ha?e noted many other alterations of this class ; but hsTing indicated 
more than a sufficient number for our purpose, we leaTC the rest, and gire 
a few instances of changes in the tense of Terbs. In chap. x. 84, 35, "I 
am come," gives place to I came. Chap. xi. 8, " he that should come,** 
is rendered, he that cometh. In Terse 17 also of the same chapter, the 
perfect tense yields to the past. We find it so also in chap. xt. IS. la 
Terse 8 1 of that chapter the infinitive form of the Terb is exchanged for 
the present participle. In Terse 32, ** I will not," takes the form of— I 
would not. In chap. xvi. 24-26, the auxiliary verb " will " is represented 
throughout the passage by would. In the 26th Terse the present tense 
is exchanged for the future. In chap. xvii. 4, instead of *' let us make," 
&c., Peter says, " I will make," &c. In the next verse, ** While he yet 
spake," is altered to — while he was yet speaking ; and *' a voice which 
said," into — a voice saying. And in verse 8, *' when they had lifted np 
their eyes," has become — lifting up their eyes. In verse 11, instead of 
" Elias truly shall first come and restore all things," we read, Elijah 
indeed cometh, and shall restore all things. 

The name of Elijah occurring here, reminds us of another and most 
commendable feature of the Authorised Version ; which is, that all 
proper names quoted from the Old Testament in the New, are given as 
they are found in the Authorised Version of the Old ; the Hebrew termi- 
nations being retained, to the exclusion of those which the Old Version 
adopted from the Greek : so that we now read Elijah instead of Elias, 
Isaiah instead of Esaias, Jeremiah instead of Jeremias, Joseph for Joses, 
Noah for Noe, &c. Names of another class also are subjected to the 
same general rule ; as Immanuel for Emmanuel ; and Zion for Sion. 
We observe, also, the form Gadarenes for Gergesenes, Magadan for 
Magdala, and Bar- Jonah for Barjona. Barachias and Zecharias exchange 
the terminal s for h, in conformity with the Hebrew. 

Among the adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, adjective-pronouns, prepo- 
sitions, and conjunctions are changes more numerous than we can paose 
to specify. We mention only a few. For " prudent " we have, under- 
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standing ; for ** blameless," guiltless ; for " stony " (places), rocky. 
** Immediately ** is changed for straightway ; and ** presently " for im- 
mediately; ** spitefully /'shamefully; •* hereafter," henceforth; **straitly," 
strictly; *' inward," inwardly; ** outward," outwardly; "whosoever," 
every one, and every one who ; " his," its ; " which," that ; " on," upon ; 
"in," into, and, on (chap. iy. 6); "by," with, and through; "for," 
from; "until," nnto;'&c. 

Not the least important of the changes, are those made in the articles ; 
and they are very numerous. The definite is often changed for the 
indefinite, and the indefinite for the definite. Many also are inserted 
and many omitted, and the indefinite is modified in accordance with the 
nicety and exactitude of modern grammar. Before an aspirated initial 
h the cumbrous and superfluous n is dismissed ; so that instead of " an 
hilly" *' an house," " an hundred," &c., we read a hill, a house, a hundred, 
&c. The pedantic use of n before such words as one, union, <&c., is 
discarded, and instead of the barbarous form, " such an one," which 
destroys euphony for the sake of observing a good rule of grammar 
mechanically rather than rationally, we now have the pleasant satisfaction 
of reading, such a one. In chap. i. 23, "a virgin," is the virgin, in 
literal conformity with both the Greek of the New Testament (^ vapdivos) 
and the Hebrew of the Old (HD/yn laa. vii. 14.) In chap. ii. 13, " the 
angel of the Lord," is correctly rendered an angel, <&c. In chap. v. 15, 
also, " a bushel " is rightly given as the bushel. In verse 41 of this 
chapter " a mile," the article gives place to the adjective, one, reading, 
one mile. 

The great importance of an exact study of the Greek article, and of 
its accurate representation in any language into which the New Testament 
may be translated, was learnedly and skilfully argued by the late Mr. 
Boyd, whose Essay on the subject is placed by Dr. A. Clarke in his 
Commentary, at the end of the Epistle to the Ephesians. Those of our 
brethren who read the New Testament in Greek, will derive real profit 
from a careful study of that Essay. 

We have said nothing yet of the omissions and additions that 
distinguish the Bevised from the Authorised Version. Some of these, 
both of the one class and of the other, are almost appalling, at the first 
yiew, to the English reader. No vital truth, however, is imperilled. It 
is no wonder that variations occur in the readings of some hundreds of 
manuscripts. Their transcription was a mechanical act unaided by 
Divine inspiration. If some of the writers wrote whilst other persons 
read to them, an inevitable consequence would be mistake in places. If 
some wrote in a dark monastic cell, or with impaired sight, mistakes 
would be equally inevitable. It is nevertheless difficult to conceive, that 
however easily some omissions might occur, any additions to the manu- 
scripts would be made by transcribers. We defer what we have yet to 
say until our next issue. 
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WINNING SOULS FOR CHMST. 

The following remarks, and any that may follow in sacoeeding namben 
of this magazioe, are intended for the perasal and meditation of Local 
Preachers in their grand work of preaching the Gbspel. 

In order to attain saccess in ** winning sonls/' it is essential that the 
preacher be <' one sent from God." By this we mean that he shall hsTe 
a clear, undoubted call from God to *' preach the Gbspel." 

Two things are indispensable in connection with this call : 1st. He 
mast be converted, << and haye become a new creature " in Christ JesoB, 
for not until he has felt the agonising smart of a guilty conscience, and 
of a sinful and polluted soul, and sought and found redemption through 
the precious blood of the Lamb, can he possibly be in a condition to lead 
sinners to Christ. 

2nd. He must be strongly impressed with a desire to call sinners to 
repentance; not a temporary emotion, but an abiding, ever-present 
longing to save souls ; and which will manifest itself on erery occasion 
when opportunity offers : to such a one the door will soon be opened, the 
path soon made plain by Divine Proridence and the teachings of the 
Holy Spirit. With a Diyine call will assuredly be given zeal for the 
work. The preacher must be an aggressor, an assailant, and that of a 
determined character ; his work is '' against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places, against the prince of the power of (he air." 

So imperative is zeal for God in this work, that no amount of learning, 
no powers of eloquence, will suffice for it. These will greatly assist, 
but alone are powerless for the overthrowing of the kingdom of the evil 
one. This zeal must know no abatement ; for however much we may 
comprehend the magnitude of the evil, Jind the strength of opposing 
powers ; and though, like David, we feel ourselves to be but *< striplings," 
and apparently have to go singlehanded to the battle, yet we must 
remember *' The Lord your Grod is he that goeth with you, to fight for 
you against your enemies ; " and, <* They that be with us are more than 
they that be with them." 

A true zeal implies a deep love for the cause. It is no use ^ patting 
mi spurts," or trying to be earnest ; it will be but the report of the 
rifle without the ballet, and therefore without execution. 

Some writer has said, " What is preached coldly, is heard carelessly;" 
and if as preachers we manifest but little concern upon each stopendoos 
and all-important topics, it can scarcely be expected that oar congre- 
gations will manifest much more. We will only add here, that mingliiig 
in rerivals, wherever found, throwing aside any minor matters, and 
lending oar brethren a helping hand, will be the means of quickening 
oar own zeal, and fitting us to carry on such work in our own chaichM. 
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THE (ECUMENICAL METHODIST CONFERENCE. 

When it was intimated that a General Conference of the great Methodist 
Family throaghoat the world shoald be held at some time and place, the 
project seemed somewhat Utopian. The idea, however, fonnd supporters 
and promoters, and it has been carried out ; and such a meeting was held 
in the far-famed Citt Boad Methodist Chapel, London. 

The Methodist Family was marked out by the preparatory Committee 
according to its geographical relations into two diyisions, distinguished 
as East and West. 

The Eastern Section embraced the Wesleyan Methodist Church, the 
Irish Methodist Church, the Methodist New Connexion, Primitive 
Methodist Church, Bible Christian Churches, The United Methodist 
Free Churches, Wesleyan Reform Union, United Free Gospel Churches, 
French Methodists, and the Australasian Methodist Churches. Here we 
have in *^ The Wesleyan Methodist Church^* the original stock, from 
which has shot forth eight distinct branches, grouped together. 

The Western Seotion is headed by what is now called <* The Metho* 
dist Episcopal Church," as the original stock ; and the branches are. The 
Methodist Episcopal Church South, Methodist Protestant Church, 
Evangelical Association, United Brethren, American Wesleyan Church, 
Free Methodist Church, Primitive Methodist Church in the United 
States, Independent Methodist Church, Congregational Methodist Church, 
African Methodist Episcopal. Church, Methodist Episcopal Church Zion, 
Coloured Methodist Church of America, Methodist Church of Canada, 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada, Primitive Methodist Church of 
Canada, Canadian Bible Christians. With the exception of the last two 
bodies, which are connected with England, the other fifteen have each a 
separate organic existence, and are entirely independent of each other. 

Whatever may have been said respecting our divisions in this country, 
it is evident that our American brethren have exceeded us in this, as well 
as in other respects. 

Dr. Edwards, of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America, gave us 
statistics, which we will arrange under the two great sections into which 
on this occasion, the Methodist Family is divided. The Eastern Section, 
according to Dr. Edwards, has 53,206 local preachers; 5,429 travelling 
preachers; 1,052,559 members; 15,325 Sunday schools; 195,281 teachers; 
1,684,250 scholars. In the Western Section, 31,207 local preachers; 
26,743 travelliug preachers; 3,710,385 members; 43,656 Sunday 
schools ; 322,324 teachers ; 2,796,384 scholars. The total in the two 
sections, 84,453 local preachers; 32,172 travelling preachers ; 4,762,944 
members; 59,161 Sunday schools; 577,542 teachers; 4,480,634 
scholars. 

Dr. Edwards supposes that the travelling preachers are not reckoned 
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in the nnmber of members, and he adds tbem to that nnmber; thai 
bringing op the grand total to 4,795,116, as oonstitnting the vast 
Methodist Family scattered o^er the face of the earth. Adding the 
Methodist hearers to the registered members, it certainly is not too much 
to say that, at the present time, there are twenty millions of adalt persons 
connected with Methodism, besides children. 

In order to carry oat the idea of a General Conference, committees 
were necessary. These were constituted — after it had been determined to 
have the meeting in London — more largely, of coarse, of the British 
section. These committees comprised a General Execative Committee, 
a Business Committee, and a Pablication Committee, formed from the 
Eastern and Western Sections combined. In addition, there were the 
Beception, the Finance, and the Plan Committee. These committees had 
their work to do ; and, as far as we were able to judge, they did it 
well. 

A sermon was preached in the morning of the first day, Wednesday, 
Sep. 7th, by Bishop Simpson from America ; after which the Lord's 
Sapper was celebrated. In the afternoon an address of welcome was 
delivered by Dr. Osborn, President of the Wcbleyan Methodist Confer- 
ence. Topics were given for the subsequent days as follow : Methodism, 
its History and Results ; Evangelical ^^gencies of Methodism ; Metho- 
<lism and the Young ; The Lord's Day and Temperance ; Possible Perils 
4.f Methodism; Education; The Use of the Press; Home Missions; 
Foreign Missions ; and Christian Unity. 

A Chairman was chosen for each day ; selected, we think with sound 
judgment and unquestionable impartiality; distributing the honour 
equally over the East and West, and giving to each prominent body a 
share. 

High commendation is due to the proprietors of The Methodist 
Recorder^ for their public spirit in arranging for a daily issue of their 
paper ; which, as far as we were able to judge, was not only carried oat 
promptly, but efficiently ; for the work was done well. We were 
not able to attend the Conference more than four days, but the reports in 
the Recorder put us in possession of the doings of each day. 

After attending the morning session of the second day, we had occasion 
to transact some business in a Methodist establishment near the chapel. 
Two gentlemen came in ; and, as near as we can remember, one said to 
his companion : 

'* Well, if Job bad been alive now, and had attended this Conference, 
he must have had his patience tried. Why, what have we learned ? 
A morning wasted. If this be attending an (Ecumenical Conference, 
may I be kept out of it I" 

When the gentleman had relieved himself of this utterance, I broke in 
and said : 

*• I must say, in coming to this Conference my expectations were not 
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▼erj great ; bat I hare been agreeably disappointed. I haye received 
■both instruction and benefit." 

My friend said something aboat my years, and intimated, ''that if I 
conld be satisfied with sach an exhibition as we had witnessed that 
morning, I bad not jfreat expectations »** 

I very modestly replied : '' The very fact of snch a gathering of 
<]hristian brethren, black and white, from all parts of the world, was one 
of the most gratifying scenes I had ever looked upon.'' My friend 
4idmitted there was something in that, and he and his companion 
departed. 

After he had gone I inqaired of the manager, " Who was that 
-gentleman ? " He replied, ** That was the Rev. S. * * * *, Wesleyan 
Minister." I looked in the Minates when I reached home to see how long 
he had been in the work. 1863 ! How unwise, I thought, for a 
Wesleyan Minister to speak in such a supercilioas way of the Conference 
just held, to the manager, before his two young assistants and an aged 
-stranger. This led me t<t think I had met with a few supercilious men 
in my time. Did I ever meet or read of a truly great man who was 
supercilious 7 The answer was, " never,** 

In addition to the chairman, there were seats and tables on the plat- 
form for four secretaries, chosen from the principal sections. John Bond 
and J. S, Withington from the Eastern Section ; Dr. George and Dr. 
Sutherland from the Western. No doubt a great part of the preparatory 
ivork had fallen upon John Bond, who had now to take the leading part ; 
and no fitter person could be found. Prompt, patient, ready, genial. As 
I sat directly opposite to him in the front seat of the gallery the first 
morning I attended, I was greatly taken with him (nothing supercilious 
about htm). 

The Conference really began on Tuesday morning. Bishop Peck pre- 
siding. Dr. W. Cooke, of the New Connexion, came forward to read the 
£rst address, on ** The grateful recognition of the hand of God in 
the Origin and Progress of Methodism." He said he understood that 
thirty minutes would be allowed him, but he found he had only twenty, 
and he looked towards the secretary, by way of inquiry, if - his time conld 
not be extended ; but John Bond shook his head ; and when the doctor 
had occupied the twenty minates and the president's bell rang, the 
secretary seemed really to enjoy his being cut short. The President, 
while he was as courteous as possible, was as firm as a rock. An essay 
followed on *' Statistical Results," by Dr. A. Edwards, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Each leading paper was followed by an '* ijivited 
address," the person being allowed ten minutes ; the speakers on the 
^oor five minutes only. We think this was a judicious arrangement. 

The afternoon session was opened with an essay by the Rev. W. Arthur, 
M.A., on *< Methodism : A Power Purifying and Elevating Society." He 
was followed by Bishop L. H. Wolsey, coloured Methodist Episcopal 
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Ohiirck of America : and a secoDcl essay by Dr. Wilson, of the HeihoctiBt 
Episcopal Ghnrch Soath, on " The inflaence that Methodism has exerted 
on other religions bodies, and the extent to which they hare modified 
Methodism." 

It b not now necessary to enlarge, bnt jost to giro the subjects and the 
names of the introducers. 

Third day, Friday, Sept. 9.— "The Itinerant Ministry ; " essay by Dr. 
S. Antliff, Primitire Methodist. *' Lay Preachers : ** essay by Hon. J. 
W. F. White, Methodist Episcopal Ghnrch. *' Women, and their Work 
in Methodism : " essay by Ber. F. W. Bonme, Bible Christian. 
" Scriptural Holiness, and the special fitness of Methodist means of 
grace to promote it : '* essay by Dr. Newman, Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

Fourth day, Saturday, Sept. 10th.—" The training of Children in 
Christian Homes, so as to bring them to Christ, and attach them to 
Methodism : " essay by BeT. Jos. Wood, Primitive Methodist. " The 
Training of Children in the Sunday School and Church, so as to secure the 
largest eyangelical denominational results : '* essay by Dr. H. A. 
Thompson, United Brethren Church. 

Fifth day, Monday, Sept. 12th.— << Methodism and the Lord's Day : '' 
essay by Bev. John Baker, British Wesleyan Church. << Belation of 
Methodism to the Temperance Movement : *' essay by Bishop Payn^ 
African Methodist Episcopal Church. '^Juyenile Temperance Organi- 
sations, and their promotion through the Sunday School and Church : *' 
essay by Charles Garrett, British Church. <' Ci?il Measures to suppress 
Intemperance, and the relation of the Church to such moyements : " 
essay by Dr. Walden, Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Sixth day, Tuesday, Sept. 13th. — "The Papacy, Sacerdotalism, audits 
connected Errors : " essay by Bev. J. Quttridge, United Free Churches. 
'' Modern Scepticism, in its different forms and manifestations : " essay by 
Dr. Daniel Curry, Methodist Episcopal Church. " Formality, WorldlinesB, 
and Improper Amusements among our own Members : " essay by Dr. J. 
W. McKay, Irish Methodist Church. "Innovations upon established 
Methodist usages and institutions : " essay by Bishop Thompson, Metho- 
dist Episcopal Zion Church. 

Seventh day, Wednesday, Sept. 14th.— "The Higher Education 
demanded by the Church in our time : " essay by Mr. T. S. Osborn, 
British Methodist Church. <*The Doty of the Church to maintain 
Schools which are Christian in their inflaence and character: " essay by 
Dr. C. S. Andrews, Methodist Episcopal Church South. " The Educa- 
tion and Special Training of Ministers in Theological Schools : " essay 
by Dr. W. B. Pope, British Methodist Church. " The Education and 
Special Training of Ministers while engaged in ministerial and pastoral 
work : '* essay by Dr. E. J. Budgeley, Methodist Episcopal Churchy 
Canada. 
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Eighth day, Thursday, Sept. 15th. — ** Denominational Literatare, and 
its Pablication : " essay by Rey. J. S. Withington, United Methodist 
Free Obarches. '* The Newspaper, and the use to be made of it by the 
Church:" essay by Dr. 0. H. Marshall, Methodist Episcopal Church 
South. '< Methodist Hymnology : " essay by Dr. Geo. Osborn, President 
of British Conference. 

Ninth day, Friday, Sept. 16th. — '< The Maintenance of Home Missiona 
among the most degraded populations : " essay by Hon. James Ferrier, 
Methodist Church, Canada. '' The Important Work which the Methodist 
Laity have performed in this direction, and the great opportunities which 
they have in the future : '' essay by Mr. T. H. Bainbridge, British 
Methodist Church. ''The best methods of reaching the Unconyerted 
Sections of the Richer Classes : " essay by Dr. Southerland, Methodist 
Protestant Church. *' Methodism, and its work for Orphans, for the 
Aged, aud generally for the dependent classes : " essay by Dr. T. B. 
Stephenson, British Methodist Church. 

Tenth day, Saturday, Sept. 17th. — << The Results of Methodist Mis- 
sions in Heathen Lands : " essay by Drc J. M. Reid, Methodist Episcopal 
Church. ''How to avoid waste, rivalries, and confusion, arising from 
different Methodist bodies occupying the same or contiguous fields : " 
essay by Dr. J. H. Rigg, Wesleyan Methodist Church. 

Eleventh day, Monday, Sept. 19th. — " The Establishment and Sup- 
port of training Schools for Native Converts and Native Ministers on the 
foreign field : " essay by Dr. W. H. Potter, Methodist Episcopal Church 
South. " The Use of the Press in non-Christian Countries for the pro- 
motion of .the Oospel : " essay by Rev. J. S. Banks, British Wesleyan 
Methodist Church. " The Missionary Work required in papal and semi- 
infidel nations : '' essay by Rev. A. Subzberger, Ph.D., Methodist 
Episcopal Church. " The Resources of Methodism for the work of the 
World's Conversion, and the duty of developing and employing these 
Besources : " essay by Rev. C. C. M'Kecknie, Primitive Methodist. 

Twelfth day, Tuesday, Sept. 20th. — "How Christian Unity may be 
Maintained and Increased among ourselves, and made Manifest in the 
World." Essay by Dr. A. C. George, Methodist Episcopal Church. 
" The Catholicity of Methodism." Rev. John Myers, United Metho- 
dist Free Churches. "Methodism as a Bond of Brotherhood among 
the Nations." Dr. Allison, Methodist Church of Canada. 

There being only one address this afternoon, singing and prayer 
followed, and a very hallowing time it was. Dr. Osborn delivered the 
parting address, which was responded to by Bishop Simpson. The 
doxology was then sung, and the Conference was brought to a close. 

Those who gave the Essays, and those who followed, adhered pretty 
closely to the topics on which they had engaged to speak. Nor were the 
free utterances from the floor less interesting or less to the point. The 
meetings cannot but do good. Thousands of miles travelled by our 
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Tisitors and thousands of pounds spent in bringing fonr hundred repre- 
sentatives together for twelre days, will, we trust, hasten the fulfilment 
of the Saviour's prayer, '* That they all may be one.'* 



THE WESLBYAN METHODIST LOCAL PREACHERS' 
MUTUAL- AID ASSOCIATION. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

Edward Cbesswbll. 

Gbneral Ssobetabt for Twbnty-two Years to the Looal Preachers' 

Mutual-Aid Association. 

We first met with Brother Oresswell at Hart's Temperance Hotel, July 
18th, 1849. On returning home after that meeting in company with a 

bruther local, he said, " Well, Mr. is a clever fellow. I replied, 

** I can't tell how it is, but I have not that confidence in him which I 
have in Oresswell." These were first impressions ; and upwards of twenty 
years* association with Bro. Oresswell only confirmed these impressions of 
his sterling worth. In working with him we did not always see eye to 
eye. In one iiibtance, although he was a most exact man, yet I thoaght 
the entrance of the subscriptions in the Magazine was not clear, and 
suggested that the free subscribers and the benefit members should be 
arranged under two distinct columns. *' Ob no," said he, '* I see what 
you are aiming at, it will give me a great deal more trouble." And as 
they say in the house sometimes, ** the subject dropped." Not long after* 
I received a note from him to the following effect : *< Dear Brother, I see 
that the subscriptions can be entered as you suggested, and it will be no 
more trouble." If any one will look in the volume for 1864, and look at 
1865 when the new editors began their work, he will see the difference in 
entering the sabscriptions. 

His sympathy was only equalled by his transparent honesty. *' Just 
after ** Grandfather Johnson" appeared, he came into our office and said, 
^^Have you seen < Grandfather Johnson'?" and then added, ''I know 
the man, and intend to send him a post-office order. I believe I know 
the writer too." It had laid hold of Brother Oresswell as an isolated 
undoubted fact. 

It would have been a treat to have witnessed some of his interviews 
with the treasurer, Mr. Wild. On one occasion when they were together 
settling their accounts, there were some differences we suppose, when the 
treasurer in his quick abrupt way, perhaps to play off upon his sensitive- 
ness, exclaimed, '* Ah, I have lost enough by you ! " Poor Bro. Oresswell 
staggered under this blow as though it had been given in earnest^ and it 
was a long time before he recovered from it. 
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Some time after this Mr. Wild was speaking to one of the brethren, 
and inquired, *' How is Bro. Oresswell ? An honester man never lived I " 
Yes, he was honest and correct. Bro. Gresswell was seventy-eight years 
of age when he died, September 7th, 1872. There is a biographical 
account of him in the Magazine, 1873. 



Chapter XXVII. — Annual Meeting at Noewioh, 1873. 

Brotheb Bobeet Daws, Norwich, President. 

The General Committee met on Saturday evening, June 7th. About 
twenty-eight chapels in Norwich and neighbouring places were occupied 
by the brethren, and collections made on behalf of the Association. 
A lovefeast was held in St. Peter's Chapel on Sunday afternoon. An out- 
door service, also, at which upwards of 2,000 persons were present.. 
Altogether, that Sabbath was a high day at Norwich. 

This was the third time the Annual Meeting had been held at Norwich. 
The brethren met for business on Monday morning in Calvert Street 
Chapel. The Report showed benefit members 1770, hon. 452, total 2,222. 
.The benefit members the same as the last year, but a decrease of 89 hon. 
The benefit members' subscriptions, £990 18s. 9d., being an increase of 
JBII IBs. 3d. on the year. The excess of income by £142 Is. 8d., with 
the balance in hand the last year, enabled the treasurer to purchase £200 
.consols, raising the capital to £5,205 5s. 9d. Bro. Eobert Daws 
was unanimously elected president, and Bro. J. Carter re-elected treasurer, 
and Bro. Thos. Chamberlain, hon. secretary. 

There was very little serious business to transact. The Magazine was 
to go on under the same management as before. The conductors were 
thanked for their past services, which was acknowledged by W. B. Carter* 
The profits on the Magazine, 1872, £15 15s. 2d. 

There was a large tea meeting on Monday evening. About four 
hundred persons attended it. A public meeting, after, in the chapeU 
holding about one thousand two hundred people, which was full. This 
meeting was presided over by one of the most liberal and foremost men 
in Norwich (late M.P. for the city), J. H. Tillett, Esq. One of the 
interesting circumstances connected with this meeting, was, that a hand- 
some testimonial, consisting of a service of silver plate, value £100, was 
presented to Bro. Chamberlain for his extra labour in supplying the lack 
,of services of the General Secretary, on account of his lengthened 
affliction. The meeting was addressed by Bros. Chamberlain, Cuthbertson^ 
Madder, A. J. N. Chamberlin, &c. The collection was a noble one, 
upwards of £20. That with the other collections brought the amount up 
to £64. 

On Tuesday morning the Lord's Supper was celebrated by the brethren 
and friends. At night a capital temperance meeting was held in St. 
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George's Hall. Although the good old praciioe of pieaching an official 
sermon has fallen into disnse, we were glad to eee that the Lord's 
8apper was still obserred, and that the noble temperance canse was not 
neglected. 



Chaftbb XXYIU. — Ahnual Mbetino at Kavchbstbs, 1874. 
Bbo. Abbaham Ahdbbw, Manchester, President. 

TThb General Committee met in the Vestry of OrosTcnor Street Cbapel, 
Saturday eyening, June 6th. Upwards of sixty places were opened to the 
hrethren for Sonday serrices. Seyeral open-air stands were Uken, bat it 
does not appear that any loTefeast was held on this occasion. Hie 
attendance of brethren at this great centre was larger than had been tlie 
case for a long time ; 110 had forwarded their names. 

The brethren assembled for business on Monday morning, Jone dtb, 
in Orosyenor Street Chapel. The benefit members nnmbered 1,840, hon. 
530, total 2,370 ; being an increase of 70 benefit^ and 78 hon. Sach an 
increase had not been known for a long time. Benefit members' sab- 
scriptions amounted to £984 12s. 9d. ; being £6 6s. decrease. There 
being an excess of income oyer expenditare of £795 3s., the Treasarer 
inyested £400, raising the capital another figure; yiz., from £5,205 58. 
9d. to £6,000 68. Bro. Abraham Andrew was elected President, and 
Bro. John Carter re-elected Treasurer, and Bro. Thos. Chamberlain, 
Hon. Secretary. 

The brethren, being led by the Hon. Secretary, exhibited unnsnal 
zeal on behalf of temperance, by passing two petitions to Parliament ; one, 
praying for restricting the hours for the sale of intoxicants ; the other to 
close the public-houses on Sundays. Both of them were carried 
unanimously. 

It was moyed, that the Magazine be published for another year under 
the same management, and thanks giyen to the editors and publication 
committee. The profits on the Magazine for the year 1873, was 
£18 168. 6d. 

A public meeting was held on Monday eyening, presided over by 
Bichard Haworth, Esq., and addressed by the President, Treasarer, 
Honorary Secretary, Brothers Madder, Hacking, Chamberlin, Pocock, 
€uthbert8on, Golwell, Bowron, Daws, Williamson, Jameson, and Unwnu 

The Lord's Sapper was celebrated in Grosyenor Street Chapel on 
Tuesday morning ; presided oyer by Beys. John Bedford, S. S. Barton, 
and G. Scott. 

The financial result of this Annual Meeting amounted to the sum of 
£160. 
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Chapter XXIX.— Annual Meeting in London, 1875. 
Bro. William Willmbr Pooook, Wandsworth, President. 

The General Gommittee was held in the Morning Chapel, City Road, 
on Saturday evening, Jane 5th. About forty brethren present Forty 
iihapels were open to the delegates. On Sunday collections were made for 
the Association. There were fiye out-door stations occupied in addition. 

On Monday morning, June 7th, the brethren met for business in the 
Morning Chapel, City Road. 

The Report showed 1,855 benefit members, and 618 hon., total 2,473. 
This was an increase of 15 benefit, and 88 hon. members, total 103 ; a 
most gratifying increase indeed. The benefit members' subscriptions 
amounted to £1,042 12s. 2d., an advance on the former year of 
£57 91s. 5d. £1,000 was bought into the consols, making the inyest- 
ment and cash £6,683 15s. 8d. 

Bro. W. W. Pocock was elected President, and Bro. John Carter re- 
elected Treasurer, and Bro. Thos. Chamberlain Hon. Secretary. 

This being the triennial year, when alterations could be made in the 
rules, notices of alterations having been sent in, they were taken up 
seriatim. No. 5, to grant annuities to widows, was carried; as was 
No. 6 ; Nos. 7 and 8 negatived ; No. 9 and 10 accepted ; No. 11, to 
open the Association to other branches of the Methodist family. Two 
amendments followed this, one of which was carried, that negotiations be en- 
tered into with the New Connexion, which, we believe has never been done. 

The Lord's Supper was celebrated in the chapel on Tuesday morning. 
On Monday evening a tea meeting was held in the Morning Chapel ; a 
public meeting after, in the large chapel, W. S. Allen, Esq., M.P., in 
the chair; who delivered a most excellent speech, which we cannot 
transcribe, but it will be found on pages 217-218 of the Magazine, 1875. 
Dr. Jobson with his happy face, appeared on the platform on behalf of the 
Association for the first and last time, and closed a genial speech by 
flaying, ''I will give £10 to gladden one poor Local Preacher's heart." 
The meeting was also addressed by the President, Bro. Pocock, 
Rev. W. T. Radcliff*e, T. Cuthbertson, W. Nelstrop, Bro. Thompson, 
Bro. Chamberlain, and S. D. Waddy. Collections amounted to £159 15s. 

The Editorial Committee were thanked for conducting the Magazine ; 
which was acknowledged by W. B. Carter. The profit for the year 1874 
was iSlO 10s. 8d. 



Chapter XXX.— Annual Mbetino at Cabdiff, 1876. 
Dr. Aldom, of Lktton, President. 

The General Committee met in the Schoolroom of Wesley Chapel, 
Cardiff, on Saturday evening, June 10th. About forty brethren present. 
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Thirty chapels and foar open-air elands oecnpied bj the brethren on the 
Sabbath. CoUeciioDS made on behalf of the ABeociation. 

The brethren met for bnsiness in the Schoolroom of Wesley Chapel,. 
Cardiff, on Monday and Tnesday, Jnne 12th and 18th. The Report 
showed 1,973 benefit and 640 hon. members, total 2,563 ; this was an 
increase of 68 benefit and 23 hon. members. The benefit memben^ 
subscriptions this year, £1,010 Is. ; being a decrease of £32 lis. 2cl. 
The Treasurer invested this year, £500 in the Consols, raising the capital 
another figure, from 6 to 7— £7,138 7s. 9d. Dr. Aldom was elected 
President, John Carter re-elected Treasurer, and Thos. Cbamberliuo, 
Hon. Secretary. 

There was little business to transact, and the meeting sent a petition 
to the House of Commons on behalf of Sir Wilfrid Lawson's PermissiTe 
Bill. 

The Magazine was ordered to be carried on under the same management 
for another year. The Editors were thanked for their past serTices; 
which Tote was acknowledged by W. B. Carter. The profit on the 
Magazine for 1875 was £23 lOs. Id. 

On Tuesday morning a number of the brethren and friends assembled 
round the Lord's table in Wesley Chapel, to commemorate the death of 
Christ. 

It was moved at the business meeting, ''That the present President 
be requested to deli?er an official address to the brethren assembled at 
the next Annual Meeting.'' This was once again re-establishing an old 
practice which had fallen out of use. 

A public meeting was held on Monday evening at Eoath Chapel; 
presided over by one of the hon. members, John Cory, Esq., and was 
addressed by Bros. Chamberlain, Pocock, Bowron, Wesley, Vernon, 
J. Carter, Sims, and Wade. Alas ! Alas 1 Brother Cuthbertson, whose 
voice had been heard at most of the annual gatherings, had been silenced 
by death the last year, to be heard no more. 



BRUGES. 
BY J. W. LAYCOOK. 



The history of England is so closely connected with that of the Nether- 
lands as to invest the ancient cities of Holland and Belgium with an 
interest such as surrounds few places of resort on the Continent. In the 
days of our Plantagenet kings, they were England's great customer for 
wool to such an extent as to procure for Edward III., in the French 
Court, the derisive title of the Wool Merchant. They sent sixty thou- 
sand men to aid him in his wars with France, and contributed largely to 
the successes achieved. Henry Y. formed alliances with their sovereigns. 
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Elizabeth, conscions that the interests of the two nationalities were 
identical, rendered, with parsimonious band, some aid in the great 
struggle which the brave little nation conducted with the colossal power 
of Spain. When we cast out the Stnarts, from the Netherlands came 
the monarch who consolidated our civil liberties and Protestant religion, 
and did more than any other man of his day to check the ambition of the 
bigoted Louis XIV. Centuries before us in obtaining civil rights, and, 
like us, stubborn in defending them, they also resembled us in welcoming 
the light of the Reformation. Their martyr-roll is longer, probably, 
than that of any other nation of the same size ; for they were as brave 
and unyielding at the stake as on the field of battle. Gladly therefore 
did I hail the opportunity afforded by a journey to Germany, of visiting 
the city whose name stands at the head of this paper. 

On the 3rd of August last, I left London, accompanied by my son. 
Amid the splendours of sunset we steamed down the Thames, and ere 
night shrouded the shores of the broad estuary, were well on our way to 
Ostend. Soon after morning dawned, the Belgian coast slowly appeared 
upon the eastern horizon, and at 5 a.m. we were entering the port. There 
is little in Ostend worth delay ; therefore the first available train carried 
as through a fertile district, in which harvest work was progressing 
leisurely, to the city of Bruges. Its lofty grey towers rise with befitting 
grandeur above the houses of what, in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, was the great commercial centre of Europe. Privileged trading 
companies from seventeen different kingdoms bad settled here ; twenty 
foreign ministers resided within the walls, and inhabitants of remote 
districts encountered unheard-of difficulties to accomplish such a visit as 
we were paying without let or hindrance. Lombards and Venetians 
conveyed to Bruges the products of India and Italy, and returned home 
with the manufactures of England and Germany. 

Bruges was long the residence of the Counts of Flanders, who in the 
fifteenth century seemed to carry magnificence and splendour to their 
greatest possible height. The dresses of both men and women at this 
chivalric epoch were of almost incredible expense. Velvet, satin, gold, 
and precious stones, seemed the ordinary materials for either sex ; while 
the very harness of the horses sparkled with brilliants, and cost immense 
sums. The Queen of Philip the Fair of France, on a visit to Bruges, 
exclaimed, with astonishment, '* I imagined myself alone to be queen, but 
I see hundreds of persons here whose attire vies with my own." At a 
repast given by one of the Counts of Flanders to the Flemish magis- 
trates, the seats they occupied were unfurnished with cushions. Those 
proud burghers folded their sumptuous cloaks and sat on them. After 
the feast they were retiring without putting on these costly articles of 
dress. On a courtier reminding them of their apparent neglect, the 
Burgomaster of Bruges replied, <* We Flemings are not in the habit of 
carrying away the cushions after dinner!^' This absurd extravagance 
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WM carried bo far, that Charles Y. found himself forced at length to 
proclaim laws for its repression. - 

Architectare was greatly caltiTated in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
eentnries ; most of the cathedrals and town halls being built in that age. 
Their vastness, solidity, and beauty of design and execution, make them 
yet speaking monuments of the stem magnificence and finished taste of 
the times. Immediately on entering Bruges, our steps were directed to 
one of these buildings— the Cathedral, whose massire west tower, resem- 
bling a castle, attracts attention long before the city is reached. It is 
built of brick, which, however, being grey in colour, when seen from a 
distance, looks much like stone. Gothic in style, of the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries, it is more imposing in massire strength than sym- 
metry. 

The Cathedral is rich in pictures, which were shown to us by the 
Sacristan. One in the Sacristy, by Van Eyck, of the Virgin weeping, is 
very remarkable. The tears— to see which we stood upon a stool close to 
the picture— are as pellucid as if actually flowing from the Virgin's eyes. 
These ancient masters also painted glass and other accessories marvel- 
lously. Valuable, however, as the pictures are, they do not adorn, but 
often positively disfigure, the churches. They are generally enclosed in 
shabby frames, and hung wherever space can be found, without regard to 
the effect of the distribution upon the aspect of the building. 

A short distance from the Cathedral is another large church of the 
thirteenth century, Notre Dame, with a tower 890 feet in height. It 
contains many pictures, but its chief treasures are the tombs of Charles 
the Bold, Dnke of Burgundy (died 1477), and his daughter Mary (died 
1482), wife of the Emperor Maximilian. These tombs are in a side 
chapel. Life-Bise recumbent figures of the duke and his daughter, in 
bronjse, richly gilded, repose on marble sarcophagi, covered with armo- 
rial bearings of the estates which the Princess brought from the House of 

Austria. 

Another great treasure of the church is a marble group of the Virgin 
and Child, by Michael Angelo. It is exceedingly beautiful, and stands in 
a black marble niche over the altar. The French carried it off to Paris 
during the wars of the Bevolution. Horace Walpole is said to have 
offered thirty thousand florins for the statue. 

The commerce of Bruges is now insignificant, and its prosperity gone ; 
but its broad streets and old hoases attest to its ancient glory. The ends 
of the houses abutting upon the streets, rise in steps more or less richly 
decorated to the point of the gable ; and, as nearly every one differs in 
form, height, or colour from its neighbour, the streets are most pic- 
turesque. Canals, with their numerous bridges, here, and abo at Ghent, 
are peculiar features in the aspect of these cities. The walls of old 
houses, draped with creepers, rise from the surface of the water ; and 
trees planted in the streets and gardens, give oool, still life to the 
scene. 



These canals are connected with a large dock, called thle Bassin de 
-Commerce, from which two broad and deep canals, aecessible to sea-going 
yessels of considerable tonnage, are carried to the North 8ea, a distance 
of seyen-and-a-balf miles, terminating at Ostend and Slays. There are 
also canals from Bruges to Ghent, Ypres, Nienport, and Fumes. 

The artist will never lack material in this city. At every turn he may 
come upon quaint streets, traversed by figures^unfamiliar to the English 
eye ; women going to church or market in a type of black cloak, with a 
large hood, which gives them the appearance of nuns'; men working very 
leisurely, in conformity with the dreamy qaietjof the old city, or, more 
frequently, letting strong dogs do the harder part of drawing any loads 
with which they may have to deal. Above these streets, church or belfiy 
tower, crocketed pinnacle of town hall, or the gable of some ancient 
house, is sure to break the skyline and complete the picture. 

Passing through the Place Simon Stevin, a square, planted with trees, 
and used as a fruit market, we came to the Grand Place, a large square, 
the principal market place of Bruges. One side of the square is occupied 
hy the Halles, a Gothic building, erected in 1364 for a cloth hall. This 
extensive pile would, in the fourteenth century, bethe great centre of life. 
Around it traders from the far north, from England, France, Spain, and 
Italy would congregate ; for Bruges had been selected as the most con- 
venient station to meet the commercial necessities of both Northern and 
Southern Europe. Navigation was then^so^imperfect, that to sail to Italy 
from any port in the Baltic, and to return again,^wa8 a voyage too great 
to be performed in one summer. For that] reason, magazines, halfway 
between the commercial cities in the north and those in Italy, became 
necessary. Before the reign of Edward III. all the wool of England, 
except a small quantity wrought into coarse cloths for home consump- 
tion was sold to Flemings and Lombards, and manufactured by them. 
That too would chiefly pass through the hands of the merchants of 

Bruges. 

The Belfry, or Grande Tour, erected at the end of the fourteenth cen- 
tary, rises from the centre of that front of the Halles which faces the 
square. The two massive square storeys are flanked with comer turrets, 
and surmounted by a lofty octagon. It has the repute of containing the 
finest carillon in Europe. The bells, forty-eight Jin number, are played 
by curious machinery, which is exhibited to visitors. Every quarter of 
an hour, in tones 

'* Most musical and solemn, bringing back the olden times, 
With their strange unearthly changes, rang the melancholy chimes, 
Like the psalms from eome old cloister, when the nuns sing iu the choir ; 
And the great bell tolled among them, like the chanting of a friar.'* 

Another memento of the days of ancient story stands on the east side of 
the market place. It is a house in which the citizens of Bruges, in the 
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jtmr 1488,kqyi their BBooaidi MftzmiOiaii, King of the Boi^^ 
ontfl be bed foleniiily ewoni to renomice hie cleim to the gomrdieiiehip of 
hie ios, to reepeet the libertiee of Brogee, end to forget the effront ha 
had reeeiTed. The detennined diermcter of the men of those days is 
etrikinglj illoetreted hj this tnmeection and ite eoneeqnences. Maximi- 
lian being the son of the Gennan Emperor, all Eorope became interested 
in bis fate doring the time of hie durance. The Pope addressed a brief 
to the town, demanding bis deliTeranee, and the Imperial army was directed 
to march against the city, without shaking the resolntion of the Flemings 
to maintain their rights. Tbe Emperor baring entered the Netherlands 
at the head of forty thousand men, Msximilien, so supported, soon showed 
his contempt for tbe obligations be had sworn to, and bad recourse to 
force for tbe extension of bis authority. Tbe ralour of the Flemings and 
the military talents of their leader, Philip of Gleves, thwarted all his 
projects, and a new compromise was entered into. Flanders paid a large 
subsidy, and held fast her rights. 

From tbe Great Square we passed through a narrow street to the 
Place dn Bonrg, where stands the Hotel de Yille, a highly decorated 
Gothic structure with six towers, three in front and three in the rear^ 
began about 1877, and recently restored. Statues of the counts of 
Flanders fill forty-eight nicbes in the principal front. On their accession 
to tbe throne, these counts were in the habit of showing themselres to 
the people from one of the balconies or windows in front of this building, 
and swearing to maintain the pririieges of the city. 

Adjoining the Hotel de Yille is the Cbapel of the Holy Blood, a small 
and elegant church of two storeys, dating from 1150 to 1400. The chapel 
derires its name from some drops of the blood of the Saviour, which 
Theodorio, Count of Flanders, is said to have brought from the Holy Land 
in 1150, and presented to tbe city. The Holy Blood being only exhibited 
on Fridays, we were unable to see what, apart from its sacredness in 
the eyes of Bomanists, is certainly a yery ancient and interesting relic. 

Wishing to see something of the working classes, we traversed several 
streets where they reside. Women were seated in tbe sunshine at the 
doors of their houses, weaving tbe lace for which Flanders is celebrated,, 
with mechanical celerity and deftness of habit, which allowed of conversa- 
tion with neighbours without interruption of work. Contrasting with 
the aspect of the bouses inhabited by the lower orders in French towns, 
we saw through open doors and windows that the interiors were clean, 
and pleasing in aspect and arrangement, although the people are said to 
be very poor. 

With much regret that we bad not more time at command, we left the 
ancient city — grand in her decay, and out of the common tourist routes, 
therefore almost forgotten in these days, when tbe rage ever increases to 
go further from home in travel. 
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A TRIP TO DOVER. 

Leatimo Charing Gross at 12, noon, we passed on to Gannon Street 
and London Bridge, after which we moved along the rails at a rapid 
rate, without stopping, until we reached Westenhanger, from thence to 
Folkestone, arriving at Dover in two hours and a half after leaving 
London. 

In passing, we were impressed with the beauties of creation, and 
reminded of the words of the Psalmist, ** O Lord, how manifold are Thy 
i^orks ! in wisdom hast Thou made them all : the earth is full of 
Thy riches." But, after all, how mysterious are the ways of Divine 
Providence. The earth had yielded her increase, and brought forth 
abundantly. The grass adorned the hills, and the smiling fields were 
clothed with corn, and there was the appearance of an abundant supply 
for both man and beast. But, alas I while much remains uncut, there 
are many fields in shock ready, and more than ready, to be gathered in, 
which the almost continuous rain is causing to have a black appearance ; 
Bind we were informed that much of it was beginning to grow, or sprout. 
This is one of the dispensations of Providence, which may be permitted 
for the trial of our faith and patience. 

During the journey, in looking over the Daily News, we were 
pleased to find that the Archbishop of Canterbury had recommended his 
clergy to use a public prayer that the appointed weeks of harvest might 
be granted, so that the fruits of the earth might be '' preserved unto us, 
and in due time may be enjoyed." 

The hop gardens on either hand seem to promise more than an 
average yield, which, so far as those who have them are concerned, will 
to some extent compensate for the loss upon the corn. 

The pasture lands present a very different appearance to what is often 
seen in the month of August, when the grass is frequently burnt up, and 
the sheep have to be fed, but now all is looking green and gay. 

We always make it a practice, whether at home or abroad, to avail 
onrselves of all the spiritual help we can, as well as to seek recreation 
for the body. We therefore found our way the first evening to Trinity 
Church. The first thing we noticed was the smallness of the congre- 
gation, consisting of about twenty-five persons, in a church — a fine 
bnilding — calculated to seat upwards of fifteen hundred persons. 

The prayers ended, a hymn was sung by two or three young females 
who constituted the choir, and had their places in front of the organ. 
We thought this will not compare with home. 

Then followed a short sermon from the last clause of the first chapter 
of the Epistle to the Ephesians, and the last clause of Golossians iii. 11. 
The sermon was an attempt to show that Christ is *' All and in all in 
creation, providence, redemption, and eternal salvation." The preacher 
however, notwitlistanding he had lived sixty or more years in the world^ 
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eoald get no fbrther tluui what he or Boine one else had written in a 
book. 

The nezf'daj we Tinted the Castle, the entrance to which is by a long 
flight of steps on the eastern side. 

The riews from the walls of the Castle are tralj romantic. From the 
western battlements we see fertile Tallejs» down one of which descends 
the Birer Donr, and the main road from London. Other valleys branch 
off to the west, and are intersected by lofty hills. From the turrets of 
what is called the ** Keep " the prospects are grand and beaatifal, inclading 
the North Foreland, the Isle of Tbanet, Ramsgate, Sandwich , the Dowqb^ 
Galab, and the French Coast from Boulogne to GrsTelines. 

There is a world of wonders within the Castle itself, which one might 
gaze upon for a week, but of which we have neither time nor space to 
speak at present. 

We pass on from the Castle to what are known as the Western Heights, 
still more elcTated than the Castle, the batteries of which guard not only 
the town and harbour, but the approaches from the surrounding cou ntiy. 
Near the margin of the cliff that rises almost perpendicularly from 
Snargate Street, are the ranges of commodious buildings known as the 
** Heights Barracks," which communicate with the town by means of a 
'' Military Shaft,'* the entrance to which from the lower part of Sua rgate 
Street, by the side of the Wesleyan Chapel, is through an arched passage. 
At the extremity of this there are three spiral flights, of 140 steps each, 
winding round a large shaft, open at the top to admit light ; and 59 
more, making a total of 199 steps, by which we reach the Barrack Yard. 
The objects of interest on these Heights are yarious. The eyery-day 
life of the soldiers may be seen without difficulty. On the right is a fine 
tennis-court, erected for their recreation; and at the summit of the 
ascent, near the rows of barrack buildings, some of which are aboye, and 
others beneath the surface of the earth, is seen a large and excellent 
gymnasium. 

But we must pass on to Shakespeare Cliffy immortalized by him whose 
name it bears. From the top of this cliff, which is 350 feet aboye the 
leyel of the sea, may be seen the Cathedral of Notre Dame at Boulogne, 
while quite a distinct yiew may be had of the town of Folkestone. Here 
we stood for some time, gazing on the expanse of water, and the 
numerous yessels thereon, as well as on the hills beyond. 

Perhaps this excited a wish to yisit the French coast ; we therefore 
started on Saturday morning for Boalogne. The sea, though not rough, 
was what some called *' such a swell,'^ that the passengers, many of them, 
longed for the shore, ourselyes not quite escaping. We found the town 
such as yery agreeably excited our surprise — a clean, pretty, well-arranged 
place, where any-one might well spend a week or two. Very different 
from Calais, to which we went last year. We returned to Dover the 
same day. 
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Next oame the Babbath. With the break of day one conld scarcely, 
help nsing the words of the poet, ** A day of rest and gladness/' &e* 
We made oar way to Backland Ohapel, where we heard Rer. Richard 
Oreen. Text, Job xxyi. 14, a most instmctiye and profitable sermon* 
In the evening we went to the chapel in Snargate Street. The same 
preacher. Text, John x. 17, 18. All we shall say of Mr. Green is : he 
is a preacher of rare ability, and one whom any circnit may jastly esteem. 
We only notice one other place of interest oat of many which might 
engage the attention of a visitor, viz. '' The Admiralty Pier.'* It is a mas- 
sive straotnre, the face of which is bailt of Cornish granite, behind which 
are large blocks of concrete, formed of shingle, sand, and cement. It 
was commenced in October, 1847. It is 700 yards in length, and prepa- 
rations are now almost completed for fixing, at the far end, two large 
tarret gans of eighty tons each. To visitors it is a delightfnl and mach 
frequented spot. On the west side there is a promenade extending the 
entire length of the pier, said to be aneqaalled in the kingdom as a 
marine promenade. It provides a safe landing place in all states of the 
tide. The Indian, Aastralian, and Continental mails, with all the 
passenger traffic, find it a safe place both for landing and embarkation. 
Twice, however, within a few years this massive stractare has been 
partially destroyed by the violence of the wind and waves. Great blocks 
of stone, weighing it is said more than fifty tons, were lifted from their 
place by the force of thee sea, and entirely swept away. 

Sach are a few of the things which we have seen in Dover, or learned 
from those with whom we have conversed. Were we to attempt a 
description of the whole, it would be necessary to write a book, which we 
have no intention of doing. To any one who has a desire to know 
more of so interesting a place we would say, '' Gome and see." 

G. S. 
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The saddest recent event, as being 
almost universally deplored, is the 
death of General Garfield. After long 
lingering his robust constitution at 
length succumbed to the wounds 
inflicted by the wretched assassin. 
The world has perhaps never before 
known so general an expression of 
heartfelt sympathy as has been mani- 
fested toward the bereaved widow and 
family of the deceased President of 
the United States. A large fund is 
being raised for the benefit of Mrs. 
G-arlield and her family, but no money 
can repair the loss sustained. It 



seems indeed a pity that an honour- 
able and upright man should become 
the subject of spite and malice 
through being raised to the most 
exalted position in which a nation of 
fifty millions of people could place 
him. One result of the sad calamity 
will doubtless be to foster a friendly 
feeling between England and the 
great American Republic. 

AccoHDiNo to a report given in 
the Daily Telegraph, Sir Edward 
Baines has been saying some very 
telling words on the subject of alcohol. 
In opening a meeting of the Con- 
gregational Total Abstinence Associa- 
tion at Manchester, Sir Edward 
described alcohol as " a deceiver and 
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a enrse to mankiiid; a mocker, a 
snare, and a tyrant; a corrupter of 
youth, a distorber of families and 
commonities; a destroyer of health, 
strength, and reason ; a cruel scourge 
to the gentler sex, and most of all 
when it brings them into its bondage ; 
the deadly enemy of religion, and the 
parent or nurse of every vice and sin. 
Oh ! the imagination cannot, with its 
electric speed, keep pace with the 
streams thus poured upon us day 
after day, year after year, century 
after century, and coYering with their 
fire and brimstone so much that is 
fairest and holiest in the country. 
Strong drink, in the smallest quanti- 
ties, has a tendency to spread like 
flames of sulphur running along the 
ground." 

The twenty-first annual Church 
Congress was opened on October 4th 
at Newcastle-on-Tyne. The Bishop 
of Durliam, as President, delivered 
the opening address to a crowded 
audience in the Town Hall. The 
Bishop expressed his concern as 
to the relitjious condition of the 
masses as follows : '' Who can con- 
template without awe the vast masses 
of oar unevangelised, uncivilised 
fellow-countrymen^ which the condi- 
tions of modern life have herded 
together, only to remove them further 
and further from the control of the 
Gospel?" Speaking in the evening 
meeting on '^ Secularism,*' the Arch- 
bishop of York said : *' Shame upon 
us, if, with foes around us in their 
stem array, closing hourly in, we are 
sitting idle." Concern may well be 
expressed as to the religion of the 
people. In taking the religions census 
of Newcastle on October 2nd there 
were not so many persons actually 
attending places of worship as when 
the census was taken thirty years 
ago; whilst at the same time the 
population has increased from 87,000 
to 149,000. 

Th£ Congregational Union of Eng- 
land and Wales has just had its meeting 
in the Free Trade Hall, Manchester. 
The Rev. Dr. H. AUon, of London, 
delivertfd the opening address, his 
subject being, '* The Church of the 
Future," and he gave an eloquent 
exposition of what was needed in the 



fatnre of the Church of Christ. "The 
first essential in the maintenance of a 
true Christian life was a fundamental 
distinction between Divine ordinances 
and human circumstances, which in 
practical Christian life were con- 
tinually getting mixed. The future 
would be with the Church which had 
the greatest moral force. The future, 
it was also clear, would be with the 
Church which most fully recognised 
the responsibilities and prerogatives 
of the individual reUgious man. The 
Church of the future would also be 
that Church which in its ministry, 
within and without,made a requisition, 
not merely on its official ministers or 
recognised agencies, bat upon the in- 
dividual services of its entire member- 
ship." 

By Methodists of all sections the 
CEcumenical Conference at City Road 
Chapel has been regarded with 
interest. Many of the papers read 
were upon subjects of especial 
interest, and during the twelve days 
of the sittings of the Conference the 
greatest friendliness and harmony 
prevailed. A hallowed feeling evi- 
dently pervaded the meetings, and 
especially so on some of the occasions ; 
and varied good will doubtless follow. 
One beneficial effect of the gathering 
must arise from the fact of the 
coloured members of the Conference 
being so heartily and firaternally 
received and regarded. That their 
piety and ability rendered them 
worthy of such consideration was 
evident. A truly English spirit, like 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, knows no 
difference because of the colour of the 
skin. Friendly meetings on a grand 
scale have already followed in some 
of the large provincial towns. 

With the harvest over, and the 
winter season at hand, we would 
remind our friends of the efforts 
which will be needed to meet the 
wants of the afflicted, aged, and needy 
brethren receiving help from our 
funds. Let us especially not forget 
the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
" Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
the least of these, ye have done it 
unto Me." 
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A Manual of Methodism and of 
Wesley an Polity. By Henry K. 
BuBTON. LoDdon: Hodder and 
Stoughton. PostBvo. Cloth. 67 
pages. Price Is. 

This Manual, in its opening pages, 
gives a summary of the great Metho- 
dist Family, being similar to that 
given at the (Ecumeoical Conference. 
The writer, after tiiis, Ci)nfiQes him- 
self to the usages and polity of what 
is generally called the Old Body ; and, 
as far as we can judge, it is a very 
fair and just account. 

Le Nouveau Testament de Notre 
Seigneur Jesus Christ. London : 
Elliot Stock. 16mo. 126 pages. 
Price one penny. 

This is a marvel of cheapness ; for, in 
addition to the letter-press, here are 
sixteen woodcuts ; and the printing is 
well done by Clowes & Co. A French 
Testament for one penny ! 

Le Voyage du Chretien, Par J. 
Bunyan. London : Elliot Stock. 
Post 8vo. 162 pages. Price 5d. 

This is the first part of Bunyan's 
"Pilgrim's Progress" in a French 
dress, illustrated by 170 striking 
woodcuts. It is well printed on good 
paper ; and, as far as the translation 
goes, a lady friend of ours conversant 
with the French language, to whom 
we submitted it, says it is faithfully 
done. 

Both of these books will be very 
suitable to place in the hands of a 
young person who is studying the 
French language. We knew a man 
who, before his conversion, could not 
read. After his conversion, his prin- 
cipal lesson-book,when he had learned 
to put letters together, was "The 
Pilgrim's Progress." 

2 he Church System of Studying and 
Teaohing Sunday School Lessons. 
By the Rev. A. H. Munbo. Lon- 
don: John Walker & Co., 96, 
Farringdon Street, E.C. 
A NICELY got up little book, in limp 
cloth, gilt edges, fcap. 8vo, 44 
pages. Why don't publishers give 
the price of their books ? From the 



number of pages our readers will see 
that it is a small book, but certainly 
it is a valuable one. It would prove 
useful to our local preachers, as well 
as to Sunday School teachers, if they 
would study it. 

Hie Preacher's Analyst ^ August. One 
Leading Sermon, a Sermonette, 
Several Outlines of Sermons, Re- 
views and other articles. 28 pages. 
Price 4d. 

The Peoples Poohet-Booh : The Con- 
stitution of Comprehensionism as 
the Guide for the Right. Drafted by 
F. J. Wilson. London : H. Cattell 
& Co. Stiff covers. 48 pages. Price 
Is. 

Imgompbehensible to the reviewer. 

Henry Moorhouse, the English Evan' 
gelist. By John Macphubson. Lon- 
don : Morgan & Scott, Post 8vo, 
Cloth. 144 pages. Price 2s. 6d. 
The life of a siacere earnest man 
who, when he heard the voice of the 
Master, forsook all and followed Him, 
in preaching the Gospel both in this 
country and America ; and liis labours 
were crowned with great success. 

Ruth the Moabitess : Bible Readings 
on the Book of Ruth. By Henby 
MooBHousE. Fcap. 8vo. Stiff 
covers. 64 pages. Price 6d. 

This little book contains specimens 
of our evangelist's mode of address- 
ing the people. As an expositor we 
cannot say he is to our taste. Both of 
the books are well got up; paper, 
printing, and binding good. 

The Biblical Museum: A Collection 
of Notes Explanatory, Homiletic, 
and Illustrative of the Holy Scrip- 
tubes, especially designed for the 
use of Ministers, Bible-students, 
and Sanday School Teachers. By 
James Compeb Gbay. Old Testa- 
ment, Vol. X., containing Daniel and 
the Minor Prophets. London: 
Elliot Stock. Post 8vo. R >xburgh 
binding. 384 pages. The work is 
now complete in 15 vols. Price 5s. 
each. Any vol. may be had of 
Philip Parker, 24, Bedford Street, 
Strand, post free, at the published 
price. 
Whateveb was the case in days past, 
publishers do not now expect that 
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the whole of the books they send 
to editors are read by them. It ia 
eoongh if a favourable notice is given. 
Is it likely that Mr. Sporgeon has 
read the forty-five volumes he notices 
in this month's (October) " Sword 
and Trowel?" We can only say 
that, for oarselves, we read the bookB 
sent us if we find them worth reading. 
That has been the case with The 
Biblical Museum. One of the vo- 
lumes is constantly on our table, and 
is the first book we take up for our 
morning reading; and we always 
take it up with pleasure and lay it 
down with profit to mind and heart. 
We bave now on our table Vol. ZF., 
Kings and Chronicles. As a com- 
mentary, it is not only explanatory 
but ILLUSTRATIVE. In this last re- 
spect it is, in our opinion, at the head 
of all commentaries. Invaluable to 
local preachers. 

It may be briefly described as a 
commentary on the Scriptures on an 
entirely new and original plan, the 
object being to place in the bands of 
the reader the latest results of modem 
scholarship in exposition of the Bible; 
the best and most appropriate illus- 
trative matter, and the most Homiletio 
Analysis of each text in the most con- 
densed form ; and accessible at the 
lowest possible price consistent with 
the vast outlay that the production of 
the work has necessarily involved. 

Tlie notes consist of eiglit kinds; as 
follows : 1. Brief and suggestive criti- 
cal and explanatory hints. 2. Outlines 
of sermons. 3. Illustrations, authen- 
tic anecdotes, illustrative quotations. 

4. A key to the subject of each text. 

5. Scripture references and parallel 
passages. 6. Names of authors 
quoted. T.ArchsBological notes, and 
the etymology of old Bible words. 
8. Aphorisms and quotations, clas- 
sical and modern. 

In addition to these different classes 
of Notes, each book of the New 
Testament is prefaced by a condensed 
Introduction, giving some account of 
its author, date, credibility, peculiari- 
ties, &c., and synopses of its contents. 

The many features of the Biblical 
Museum, and the vast amount of ma- 
terial in aid of Scripture study con- 
tained in its pages, may be thus 
summarised : 



Critical and explanatory notes on 
every verse throughout the Bible. 

12,000 outlines of sermons by the 
leading preachers of all ages and all 
countries. 

12,000 illustrations and anecdotes 
in elucidation of the Scriptures. 

21,000 marginal quotations on a 
vast variety of subjects, in illustration 
of the Scripture truths. 

More than 36,000 Scripture refer- 
ences explanatory of the Sacred Text. 

6,000 authors quoted and referred 
to as providing additional help and 
suggesting further reading. 
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THE HOUSEHOLD JEWELS. 

A THAVBLLEB, from jonmeylng 

In countries far away, 
Be-passed his threshold at the close 

Of one calm Sabbath day ; 
A voice of love, a comely face, 

A kiss of chaste delight. 
Were the first things to welcome him^ 

On that blest Sabbath night. 

" I have a question now to ask 

Of thee, my hasband dear : 
A stranger, one auspicious mom. 

Bid send some jewels here ; 
Until to take them from my care. 

Bat yesterday be came, 
And I restored them with a sigh : 

— Dost thou approve, or blame ?" 

*' I marvel much, sweet wife, that thou: 

Shouldst breathe such words to me ; 
Bestore to man, resign to God, 

Whate'er is lent to thee ; 
Bestore it with a willing heart, 

Be grateful for the trust ; 
Whate'er may tempt to try us, wife. 

Let us be ever just." 

She took him by the passive hand, 

And up the moonlit stair, 
She led him to their bridal bed. 

With mute and mournful air ; 
She turned the cover down, and there,. 

In grave-like garments dressed. 
Lay the twin children of their love, 

In death's serenest rest. 

** These were the jewels lent to me, 

Which God has deigned to own ; 
The precious caskets still remain, 

But, ah, the genu are gone ; 
But thou didst teach me to resign 

What God alone can claim ; 
He giveth and He takes away. 

Blest be His holy name I 
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When the sad aire had looked hie fill, 

He yelled each breathless face, 
And down in self-abasement bowed, 

For comfort and for grace ; 
With the deep eloqaence of woe, 

BDored forUi his secret soul, 
Bose up, and stood erect and calm, . 

In spirit healed and whole. 

** Bestrain thy tears, poor wife " he said, 

" I learn this lesson still : 
God giyes, and Gtod can take away. 

Blest be His holy will ! 
Blest are my children . for they live. 

From sin and sorrow free, 
And I am not all joyless, wife. 

With faith, hope, Iotc, and thee.'* 



NOYEMBEB. 
The snn rises on the Ist at fifty-five 
minntes after six, and sets at thirty- 
two minutes after four. On the 30th 
he rises at forty-four minutes after 
■eTeu, and sets at fifty-four minutes 
after three. The day shortens forty- 
nine minutes in the morning, and 
thirty-eight minutes in the evening, 
or one hour twenty-seven minutes 
during the month. 

The moon is full on the 4t)i .at 
three minutes after two in the morn- 
ing. New moon 21st at twenty-one 
minutes after four in the afternoon. 
She is neareBt the earth on the 25th, 
and most distant from it on the 18th. 
She is near Saturn on the 5th, Jupi- 
ter on the 6th, Mars on the 10th, and 
Venus and Mercury on the 20th. 

Mercury transits or crosses the 
Bun's disc on the 7th and 8th; the 
first contact will be at sixteen mi- 
nutes after ten p.m. on the 7th, and 
the last at thirty-two minutes after 
three a.m. on the 8th, invisible from 
England. He sets at sunset on the 
7th, and after that day sets in day- 
light. He rises at sunrise on the 6th, 
fifty-seven minutes before the sun on 
the 27th. He is at the least distance 
firom the sun on the 12th. 

Venus is a morning star, rising 
twenty-eifeht minutes after two on the 
7th, and fifty-eight minutes after one 
on the 27th. 

Mars rises on the 6th at three 
hours fourteen minutes after sunset. 
On the 26th two hours sixteen minutes 
ajfter. sunset. 



Jupiter rises on the 6th fifteen 
minutes after sunset, and after the 
11th he rises in daylight. He sets at 
sunrise on the 14th, and one hour 
thirty minutes before sunrise on the 
28th. 

Saturn rises on the 3rd at about 
the time of sunset, and after this in 
daylight. He sets at sunrise on the 
2nd, and two hours forty -five minutes 
before sunrise on the 28th. 

High water at London Bridge on 
the 1st at nine in the morning. In the 
afternoon at forty-five minutes after 
nine. On the 30th thirty-five minutes 
after eight in the morning, and ten 
minutes after nine in the evening. 

Eclipse of the sun on Nov. 21, in- 
visible at G^euwich. It begins at 
thirteen minutes alter two p.m., mean 
time at Greenwich, in longitude 137 
degrees W. of Greenwich, aqd lati- 
tude 26f degrees S., and ealds at 
forty-nine minutes after six p.m., in 
longitude 1^ degrees E. of Green- 
wich, and latitude 23 degrees S. 

NOTEWOBTHT EvENTS, NoYEMBEB. 

George Peabody died on the 4th, 
1860. Gunpowder plot, 6th, 1605. 
Prince of Wales born on the 0th, 
1841. Martin Luther bom on the 
10th, 1483. Princess Boyal born on 
the 21st, 1840. 



MXJSIO IN NATURE. 

In deep of night, when drowsiness 
Hath lock'd np mortal sense, then listen 
To the celestial syren's harmony. 
That sit upon the nine infolded spheres. 
And sing to those that hold the vital 

shears, 
And tnm the adamantine spindle ronnd, 
On which the fate of gods and men is 

wonnd. 
Such sweet compulsion doth in music lie. 
To loll the daughters of Necessity, 
And keep unsteady Nature to her law. 
And the low world in measnr'd motion 

draw 
After the heavenly tnne, which none can 

hear 
Of human mould, with gross nnpnrged ear. 

Milton. 



It is not the height to which men 
are advanced, that makes them giddy; 
it is the looking down with contempt 
upon those below them. 
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KEW ZEALAND. 
yrom our Broiker Bowrtm. 

Fbom the far-off land Brother Bow- 
ron wrote some time ago, '* I wonder 
what I have done to Brother Parker 
that I have not had certain nombers 
of the Local Preacuebs' Magazimk." I 
wrote, in reply, that I had sent them. 
He writes me on the 13th Angnst 
last, '* that thej have all tamed np, 
thoagh out of dae coarse." I asked 
him to give as something for our 
Magazine. He replied: *'Well, my 
brother, I will give yoa a few Sketches 
of New Zealand and its life, when I 
get a little time." 

He says : " We have jost passed 
4hrpagh one of oar severe winters, bat 
althoagh the snow fell two or three 
times, it melted away 1)efore noon; 
sacb are oar most severe winters. It 
Buits me well, and Mrs. Bowron has 
never had any winter cou<];U which 
need to distorb her in the ola coantry, 
mnd she is delighted with the change." 

God's Providence seems to have 
followed oar brother into his distant 
home. He had made arrangements, 
4Uid everything was packed up for the 
journey, to bring his young daughter 
over here to undergo an operation; 
but he thought he heard, not an 
audible voice, but God did speak; 
" Dont go^" and laid His hand upon 
the father and daughter, and they 
were both taken ill aud unable to 
leave their beds, and the vessel sailed 
without them ; but as soon as the 
Tessel was gone they both got well, 
and it was found that it was not 
necessary that an operation should 
iake place ; and to use Ids own words, 
" Here she is, well and busy, doing 
her work; and I am writing to my 
Brother Parker." 

Wiiat are we to say to these things ? 
There was over there, " DonH go." 
From this country there was a tele- 
cram sent, *' DorCt corns ;" but it would 
nave arrived too late, if God had not 
interposed and laid them upon a sick 
bed and as much as said, '''Youthatit 
fQoy 

Brother Bowron says: "I have 



plenty of work, no Sundays idle ; but 
my old sermons, I thought, did not take 
here, so I relegated them to the 
flames." I suppose oar brother s new 
stock will partake of the richness and 
freshness of his new coantry, and if 
ever they should be published, may 
I be alive to read them ! 

My letter was enclosed with one to 
Brother Sims; and in addition to his 
preaching he says : " I get more work 
than I can do, in connection with the 
Sunday Schools, Bands of Hope, and 
Juvenile Missionary Gatherings, Ac." 
So our brother is not a drone, bat a 
real worker ; may he be long spared 
and made abundantly useful. 

Philip Pabkeb. 



New Honobabv Membebs. 

Mr. James Clegg, Huddersfield. 
Mr. G. W. Keighley, Huddersfield. 
W. Smith, Esq., Nottingham. 
Mr. Thos. Parker, Nottingham. 
Mr. J. W. Walton, Witton-le-Wear. 
W. O. Smith, Esq., Barnstable, 



NOBTHAMPTON 1st BRANCH. 

The annual meeting was held on 
Monday. October 3rd, 1881, in Gold 
Street Chapel. There was a public 
tea in the afternoon, the trays being 
presided over by the ladies of the 
congregation and friends. A goodly 
number sat down. Subsequently a 
public meeting was held, Mr. D. 
Sherwell in the chair. Before the 
commencement of the meeting, the 
Rev. J. B. Charles made a feeling 
allusion to the loss they had sus- 
tained in the death of Mr. Vincent 
Mathews, who, as many ot our readers 
know, died suddenly, whilst on bis 
way to Gold Street Chapel. Deceased 
was a man much respected by the 
brethren, and was also a member of 
the Local Preachers' Mutual Aid 
Association. Mr. Sherwell, after 
expressing his pleasure at being with 
them, read the report. The local 
branch numbers B2, eight of whom 
are honorary members* J£d8 108. 



MUTUAL-AID ABSOOIATION BBPOBTEB. 
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has been paid to sick members during 
the past year, and £22 to super- 
annuated members. Collected during 
the year from benefit members, £16 
10s., and from honorary members 
and subscribers, ^24 8s. 4d. The 
offertories at the services on Sunday 
amounted to £8 9s. 9d. at Gold 
Street, and M 15s. e^d. at Regent 
Square. Mr. Slverwell expressed his 
sorrow that their worthy secretary, 
Mr. Lenton, who had been with them 
at their annual meetings for so many 
jears, was absent to-night through 
illness. Mr. Cooper addressed the 
meeting in a happy strain, and was 
followed by Mr. Gibbins, of Harpole, 
who detailed his experiences at the 
central meeting of the Association 
at Sheffield. Bev. Mr. Walker 
expressed his sympathies with the 
objects of the Association, and 
thought it was a shame to Metho- 
dism that any of their members, 
especially those who had been local 
preachers, should have to go to the 
parish for relief in their old age. 
The Chairman said the Society was 
carried on after the manner of an 
insurance society, and that its funds, 
to the amount of £12,200, were 
invested in Government Consols. 
Mr. Pinney mentioned another highly- 
respected brother who had died during 
the past year — Mr. Pickford, of 
Moulton. Mr. Belson gave an 
address, and was followed by the 
Bev. J. B. Charles, who said he was 
a local preacher once, and was almost 
sorry he left their ranks. He hoped 
the brethren who were engaged in 
the work would feel the responsibility 
of their office, and he impressed upon 
them, especially the younger members, 
the necessity of preparing their 
sermons carefully, and never to preach 
without they had carefully thought 
ont their discourse. Messrs. Wilson 
and Perkins gave addresses, and the 
meeting terminated with the cus- 
tomary votes of thanks. 

OBITUABY. 

February 14, 1881. Mr. B. North, 
for many years a devoted friend of 
Local Preachers, and a liberal sup- 
porter of the Mutual-Aid Association, 
in connection with the High Wycombe 



Branch. Not only was he always 
ready with his own subscription of five 
pounds per annum, but by preaching 
and lectures has raised considerable 
sums for us. He died in his 71st 
year. Thus our friends pass away 
when we seem most to need them. 
Who will fill the vacancy ? 



GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

The monthly meeting was held at 
*the office, No. 24, Bedford Street, on 
Monday, 10th October. 

Present : Bros. Durley (chair), 
Amphlett, J. Carter, Jameson, 
Chamberlain, Sims, A. K. Johnson, 
Wright, Captain Smith, Wardley, 
Cropper, Parker. 

Prayer was offered by Bro. Captain 
Smith. 

The minutes were read and con- 
firmed. 

The monthly abstract was read,, 
showing receipts j£101 10s. 3d. ; pay- 
ments £331 ($s. 6d. ; New members^ 
12 ; deaths, 8, and 1 wife ; sick, 105 ; 
annuitants, 167. 

Total receipts from branches since 
the audit in May last jgl,094 12s. 
lOd. ; payments to branches iBl,14& 
8s. Id. 

Bro. J. E., of D., aged 68 ; who has 
been receiving 3s. weekly since July» 
1879, having become unable to earn 
anything from chronic rheumatism 
and bronchitis, and our help being all 
he has to live upon, was voted 6s. a 
week in future. 

Bro. W. C, of A., aged 70 years ; 
an agricultural labourer who used to 
earn lis. a week, but is now unable 
to do anything for a livelihood, 
having lost the use of his left arm, 
applied for help. He has been a 
local preacher for 39 years, and is 
much respected in the neighbourhood. 
Kesolved, That this brother have 6s. 
weekly. 

Bro. G. H., of K., aged 68 years ; 
a local preacher 43 years ; also 
applied. He has been a miner ; he 
lost a leg some 16 years since, 
and has gone since then to his 
appointments|on crutches; he earns 
nothing, but the parish allows him 
2s. 6d. a week. He is a widower ; has 
6 children, but none able to assist 
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liim. Resolved, That the brother 
have 58. a week. 

Letter read from Newark, re- 
specting the formation of a new branch 
there. The letter was referred to the 
president with a request that he would 
attend as a deputation, or send some 
brother or brothers from Sheffield. 

The entrance fee of a brother over 
70 was fixed at 10 guineas. 

The like amount was fixed for 
another brother aged 69. 

Beports of sub-committees were 
received, considered, and approved. 
Beports were also received re- 
specting future meetings in our behalf. 
The General Secretary was re- 
quested to write to Bro. Williamson, 
who has been so long laid aside by 
affliction. 

Also to Bro. Plant, with a hope 
that we may shortly see him again. 
The Treasurer mentioned Mr. 
Wild's Gift ; the following resolution 
was passed. Besolved, That a cir- 
cular be drawn up and sent to each 
member of the committee asking for 
contributions to Mr. Wild's Gift, in 
order that the £1,000 required may 
be speedily raised; so that each 
annuitant may receive 10s. at Christ- 
mas. 

The next meeting was fixed to be 
held at the Office on Wednesday, 9th 
Nov. Tea, on the invitation of 
Bro. Milson, at 5.30. p.m. 

Bro. Jameson closed the meeting 
with prayer. 



DEATHS. 

August 15, 1881. John HaUaways, 
York Branch, aged 90 years. A Local 



Preacher 55 yean in the Bipoa, 
Knaresbro, and Yoric dienits. Wldb 
able to preach he was a clev ezponenft 
of the Word of life, and retained the 
viiponr of his intellect to the Isit, 
leaving a clear testimony that he was 
going to be with Jeaus. 

Sept. 12, 1881. William Fowler, 
Leicester, Ist branch, aged 57 yetia 
Happy in Jesus. GUdin £6. 

Sept. 16, 1881. Bobert Moatton, 
Chatteris 2nd Branch, aged 69 yean. 
Trusting and resig^ied to the lait^ 
testifying that he was <«Safe in Ite 
arms of Jesus.'* Claim £8. 

Sept. 23, 1881. Mark CUpeham, Ska- 
ford Branch, aged 63 years. His end 
was peace. Claim £S. 

Sept. 23, 1881 . George Cutting, Bisi 
Branch, aged 68 years. He fell asleep 
in Jesus. He had been an Annuitant 
384 weeks, and received £57 19Il 
Claim £2. 

Sept. 25, 1881. John Murgatroyet, 
Shipley Branch, aged 87 years. He 
was much respected and loved by aU 
who knew him, and died ha^^y in Ged. 
He had heen an Annuitant 394 weski 
and received £82 2s. Claim £1. 

Oct 2, 1881. Vincent Matthews. 
Korthampton 1st Branch, aged 64 
years. Death suddenly overtook liini 
when on his way to Gk>ld Street Chapel 
for the morning service. When about 
half way to the chapel, he passed to 
the higher service of heaven. He was 
a good man, a faithful leader, and an 
acceptable preacher, for more than 40 
years. Oar loss is his gain. Claim £8. 

Oct. 5, 1881. Bobert Sykes, HnU 
Branch, aged 74 years. He died m 
peace. Claim £6. 

Oct. 6, 1881. George Soarsbiook, 
Oxford Branch, aged 76 years. His 
mind was unclouded, faith unshakeot 
and his confidence in the life eternal 
full and clear. CJaim £8. 



CASH BECEIVED BY THE GENERAL TREASURER TO Oor. 15th, 1881. 
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Bakeroellj 2nd 
Gateshead ... 

TfVome—UiB. B. Wood, lOs (per Bro, Amphlett)... 
JSvesham ... ... 

Bovghton'le-Spring'-^U.T, J. J. Ayre, 5s; Mr. S. Gibbon, 

ho. lOs ; Mr. M. Stokoe, he. 10s ... 

Wednetbury ,,. 
"Huntingdon,., 
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JfriMHiilifhAVt ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Newport (Mon.)— Mr. H. Collier, hm. qly. 58 Sd ; Mr. R. 

Davies, hm. 2 qrs. 10s 6d ; Mr. W. Bdwards, hm. qly. 

5b 8d 
•CUehhBaton ... 
Burnley 
LUkeard, lit 
Congleton 
Tkame 
Ouermey — Mn. T. Biohard, he. lOs 

^ieSBnO/U^ \Mt ••• •■- ••■ ••• ••• ••* 

'Cnjotterit Xft... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

J>&ptford and Woolwich — Mr. A. Cold well, qly. 2s 

Jdioirpetn ••« a*. ••« »•• *»• ••• 

oettie ... «.. ••• *'» »** *** 

JiOU 88. a*. 8.. ... 888 888 

SnervWn aaa 888 ... ... ... ... 

Melksham — ^Mr. Pontin, 2s Gda.a 

jKJetter%P^ »,m a^ aaa ••• 8.8 8*. 

JSffVtnVOTt 88. aaa aaa ••• 888 ••» 

Keighley^'ULt, Isaac Holden. hm. J. P. £5 

JSurton-on Trent^'M.x. D. Bassett, 5b ; Mr. S. R. Deaville, 58 

JajentvOrlf 888 -a* aca 88 a .88 

Nenxvrh^'iAx. T. O. Qnibell, hm. lOs 6d 

43T0te ffillS 888 .8 8 888 a. 8 

Bamstaple^W[. W. O. Smith, hm. £1 Is 
Leigh ( LanCm) ••• ••• ••• 

'C^MfMtOn aaa 888 8sa 888 88s ..a 

,MfeV%^feS ••• ••• 8aa ••• 8sa ••• 

.Jlylesbtvry ••• *•» *.. ... .a. ••. 

Daneaster^lAx. Dobson, 6s; President's < Box, 7s; Dr. 

Sykes, ho. lOs 
Stockton oU'Tees 
Bensham Hood (Gateshead) 
Co/meJftira •.. ••• 8.8 ... ... ... 

JHoncester It^—Colleotion at Paolerspnry, 7s 9d ; Ditto at 

Whittlebury, 9s 6d 
Soarhormigh ,. 
Wellington ».. 

Sheerneu—'ULTB, Hayhaw, Is a.a 
Jfewcoitle under -Lyne 
Jiownouth ••• .88 a*. 

Alston •»• 8Sa -88 

Stourptyrt 

Wantage .88 .aa 

ShreCeiftt^ 2nd ••• aa« ... a.* .a. 

Pateley Bridge^'Mr, P, Eskholme, 2s 6d 

St» ColUfllO •.. -8> ... .88 8sa a.. 

lAneoln — Mr. C8 Akrill, 58 ; Mr8 C. Duokerizig, hm. qly. 

5b 3d ; Mr Morton, ho. lOs ; Mr. J. C. Witton, 5s ; Mr. 

CouQcillor H. Wyatt, hm. £1 Is 
Swindon — Mr. B. Farrant, 58... 
Witney 



aaa 

... 

«• 

aaa 



••• 



• •• 
aaa 



»•• 

• •a 
a«» 
»»» 
aa -< 
•a* 

• aa 
.•a 



a«« 
aaa 



• •• 
.•• 
aaa 



a*a 



Oxford 
Chelsea 
Hayle 

Shepton Mallet 
Crook .8. 

JAskeard 2nd 
Wedn-fshvry ... 
Newpttrt Pagnell 
Moonester ••• 
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Northampton 2fk2— Collection at Brnyfield, 78 ; Ditto at 
Gayton, ISs 4d;, Ditto at Northampton, £1 6b 2d; Ditto 
at Wootton, £1 
HeUton—VLT, W. Bickfozd Smith, hm. J.P. £1 Is 
Birminghnm — Mr. W. H. Hart, hm. £1 la ... ••• 

Rome — Mrs. Bntler, 5s 
Siffh Wycottibe ••• ••• ••• »• ••< 

SpttnlfieloM ••• ••• ■•• ••• ••• ••• 

Southampton ••• ••■ •■• ••• ••• 

Brackley^Bro. Barrett, Penny Preaching, £1 lOs; Mr. 
McKey* hm. qly. 58 3d ••• ••• «•• 

Sol/mfiTtn ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

dfelton JdowOTny ••• ••• ••« ••• ••• 

fftsphum 2fui ••• ••• ••• ••• "•• 

rfntliaJnt .•■ •«• ••• .«• ••» ••■ 

BovdfitTy ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

North Shields— "Ml. W. W. Atkinson, ds 

Shiftily Sj^dye ••• ••• ••• ... ••• 

n'isoifeh ••• ■■• *■* *•■ ••• *** 
Zeeds^Mr, W. Edwards, hm. £1 la ; Mr. W. Hndflon, hm- 

£1 ; Mr. H. J. Mawaon, hm. £1 Is ... 

Pentctnce ••• ••• ••• ••• -•• 

Ifidsomer Norton — Mr. H. King, hm. £1 Is 

JjoTser <•■ ■*■ ■•• *■* •■• ■•• 

nwncom ••• ••• ••• ••• ->' 

Dungtable — Mr. G. Jones, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Jones, 58 
^akewell 2nd ••• ••. ••> 

jj Mhton-under • lAfne .•• ••• ••- •■- ■•• 

Manchester — Bro. W. Champness, hm. £1 Is ; Bro. ThoB. 

Hallam, hm. qly. 5s 3d ... ... ... ••• 

j^ndovev ••> ••• ••» ••• ••• ••• 

Thomley ••• ••• ••' ••• ••• ••• 

H a LL .•• ••• **■ ••• ••• ••• 

Northampton l«f— Mr. H. Hardy, he. lOs; Mr. W. Jones, 
hm. i.1 la ; Mrs. T. Perkins, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. 
Bainbow, ho* 10s; Mr. S. Rush, he. 10s; Mr. J. 
Rushton, 5s ; Mr J. Sheffield, hm. £1 ; Mr. J. Wilson, 
hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Wisdom, hm. £1 ; a poor woman, Is ; 
Collections as follow : CoUingtree, 5s ; Brixworth, 
£1 IDs: Ecton, 12s ; Gold Street, £8 9s 7d ; Harpole, 
8s 8d ; Holcot, 4s 6d ; Kettering Road, £1 12s Id ; Little 
Hong hton, Is 6d ; Public Meeting, £2 17s 8d ; Pitsford, 
4s 7d ; Regent's Square, £6 15s 9d ; Road, £1 Is ; 
Weston, 4s. Less expenses, £3 15s 4d ; net, £27 10s 

Laiinoeston ••• ••» ••• ••• ••• 

Bristol ^Gt. T., 8s for the old men, per Bro. Maynard ... 

Office List—lAeasrs. Allen k, Sons, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. 
T. Boumphrey, hm, £1 ; Mrs. Garside, hm. £2 2s 
(2 years) ; Mr. T. M. Harvey, hm. £5 5s ; Rev. A. 
McAulay, hm. £1 Is 

Hinde Street— Mr Crouch, la ; Mrs. J. Davies, hm. £l Is ; 
Mr. W. Ford, he. K's ; Mr. G. Peachey, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. 
J. T. Roach, hm. £1 Is : Mr. T. Sketohley, he. 10s; Mr. 
F. Sims. 5s ; Mr. and Mrs. Bowles, qly. 2s ; Mr. Israel 
BrittoD, hm. £1 Is; Mr. Welboum, qly. Is ... 

6heat Queen Str^eet— Mr. A. R. Johnson, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. 
A.' R. Johnson, hm. £1 Is ; Master Johnson, hm. £1 Is; 
Mr. J. NiokinsoD, hm. £l Is 

Southward and Lambeth — Mr. J. Clarke, hm, £1 Is (per 
Mrs. Plant) ; Mr. G. H. Hammer, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. 
Huggins, 2s ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Mr. Wild*8 Fund. 
Mrs. Bartholomew, £5 ••• ••• ••• ••• 
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OUR SEVENTEENTH YEARLY VOLUME. 

At the September meeting of the General Committee, held at Bro. Ores- 
welFs, Mitcham, 1864, it was suggested, in order to lessen the loss npon 
the Magazine (amounting to upwards of igl,500 daring the fourteen years 
it had been published), that it be conducted gratuitously by the Com- 
mittee. At the next meeting in October, a plan was proposed and 
accepted. At the November meeting, seren brethren were appointed a 
Publication Committee. Three of these, viz., Bros. T. Chamberlain, 
W. B. Carter, and P. Parker, were deputed to read all manuscripts, and 
determine what should appear ; also to arrange with the printer. The 
other four brethren were to have proofs sent to them from month to 
month, in the reading and correction of which they would have an oppor- 
tunity of judging of the various articles ; and, if deemed objectionable, of 
expressing their views before the publication of each month's Magazine. 
Not only has every article sent been read by the three Editors, whether 
accepted or not, but in many cases numerous corrections have been made 
to fit those accepted for publication before they were submitted to the 
public eye. Articles declined have been returned to the writers when 
requested. Proofs have been read by the Editors, and also sent to the 
other brethren of the Publication Committee. This practice has thrown 
additional labour upon the brother who has had to prepare the last proof 
for the printer. 

We have been led to make the above remarks in order to give infor- 
mation to those of our readers who may wish to know in what way, and 
by whom, the Magazine is conducted. 

There are the Sbventeen Volukes standing on the shelf in our office : 
and we are not ashamed of them. Many of our friends have entire sets 
of the Magazines, and they are highly valued by them. To those who 
have not sets, we would say, get them while you can, and judge for your- 
selves as to their merits ; for some of the volumes are already oat 
of print, and others are ranning out. 

Of the seventeen volumes now issued, we have not only had the super- 
vision, but have ourselves written more than one-third of the original 
matter. In addition to that, we have provided, by far, the largest 
portion of the selections. We have, however, had valued articles from 
some other writers, and especially from Bros. Sims, Rose, and Hardy. 

After the attacks upon us tolerated at the last Aggregate Meeting we 
would have vacated the post we occupied, having had the satisfaction of 
saving over £800 in the mere cost of the editorial work ; but the General 
Committee deemed it unwise to accept our retirement, and to fall 
back upon a paid editor ; so we continue as before. 

As it regards the future, we are pleased to see several new contributors 
coming forward ; and we hope this will give additional interest to 

Deoembeb, 1881. z 
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oar next yolnme. We shall still preserve the general features which 
haye distinguished oar periodical heretofore. 

The Magazine as a reporter, or something as an eqoivalent to it, 
is indispensable for the working of oar Mataal-Aid Association ; and 
that member of the Association who does not take it in, and endearoar to 
promote its circulation , is dishonouring the position he occapies, and 
failing in duty to his poor, aged, and sick brethren. 

T. Ghambeblain. 
The Thbee Editobs - W. B. Gabteb. 

T. Pabkbb. 



THE REVISED VERSION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

No. III. 

FoBTT years ago the late Dr. Gonquest published an edition of the Bible 
in a greatly improved form, and in which there had been made '' twenty 
thousand emendations." Great alarm was created by the announcement 
of so many emendations having been made in the Authorised Version. 
What then must be the alarm now, when more than thirty-one thousand 
alterations in the New Testament alone are announced 1 The alarm, 
however, will gradually subside ; and if anything be discovered to occa- 
sion dissatisfaction, even if it amount not to alarm, it will be proclaimed 
loudly and soon enough to ensure a correction of the evil. The omis- 
sions and additions of the New Version will, no doubt, cause uneasiness. 
Have we heretofore possessed corrupted Scriptures, placing confidence in 
them as unadulterated ? Have the Scriptures which we have regarded 
as supremely authoritative been defective by the omission of matter which 
formed part and parcel of the Divinely inspired Word? These are 
serious questions, and such as must be entertained, and, if possible, 
determined. We cannot doubt but that satisfactory replies to such 
questions can and will be given by the sanctified scholarship of Christ's 
Ohurch Universal. Meanwhile let us look at some of the omissions and 
additions that distinguish the New Version. 

Most of the additions are of single words only ; and others are mere 
phrases ; a considerable number having been introduced to give the sense 
of a Greek word more fully and completely than is expressed in the 
Authorised Version ; as in chap. ii. 18, Rachel weeping for her children, 
and she would not be comforted, &c. In chap. v. 16, instead of the 
adverb <* so," simply, the Revisers use the phrase, even so. In verse 18, 
the verb *' pass,'' is expressed by, pass away. In chap. vi. 2, the verb 
" have " is modified by the addition of received, changing the present 
for the perfect tense. The whole of that verse is so elegantly rendered 
that the transcription of it is a pleasure. It reads thus : *' When there- 
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fore thou doest alms, sound not a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. 
Verily I say unto you, They have received their reward." 

The great number of single words that are added, consist mostly of 
conjunctions and the definite article. There are phrases also added that 
we may notice. We read of Simon, in chap, xxvii. 32, ** him they 
compelled to bear His (Christ's) cross." The Kevisers have both altered 
and added to this brief record, thus: him they compelled to go with iheniy 
that he might bear His cross. They gratuitously supply the words with 
them, intending thereby to make the meaning of the record more appa- 
rent. In chap. iii. 6, for ** the Jordan," the Revisers give us, the river 
of Jordan. The women at the crucifixion, ** beholding afar off, which 
followed Jesus from Galilee," are described in the new version ** many 
women " who " were there beholding from afar, which had followed 
Jesus from Galilee." In chap xxviii. 18, the coming of Jesus to the 
disciples is expressed more fully by the addition of the words, "to them," 
before He " spake to them." 

We need not adduce more examples. We do not recollect any instance 
of the introduction of new matter into the Revised Version. All the 
additions are such as present the meaning more clearly and fully than is 
done by the Authorised Version. 

What are we to think, however, of the omissions that distinguish the 
New Version from the old ? We should fail in faithfulness if we left 
them unnoticed. And although we regard the labours of the New Testa- 
ment Company of Revisers with grateful satisfaction, we cannot be wholly 
blind to all the ** failings and imperfections" which they confess they' 
have not avoided. The omissions of words, clauses and sentences, and 
even whole paragraphs from the Revised Version, found in the Authorised 
Version, are the most serious and perplexing of all the variations 
that distinguish the one from the other. In the first chapter of St. 
Matthew's Gospel, there is no mention of " her firstborn " in verse 25, 
which now reads simply — a son. The Greek reading is the son her first- 
horn. Either the Evangelist wrote these words, or he did not. If he 
did not, how came they to be foisted into any manuscript, and for what 
object ? It is as certain as such a matter can be that Mary the wife of 
Joseph became mother of other sons beside Jesus, and of daughters also. 
Considering the early superstition that fixed itself upon the mother of 
our Lord, it is quite a probability that some transcribers of the Gospel 
would omit the words, " her firstborn," lest they should lead to the belief 
that Mary was the mother of a family. The honourableness and sanctity 
of matrimonial life was scarcely comprehended by unmarried ascetics, such 
«s many transcribers were. An unimportant omission occurs in the 7th 
verse of the second chapter. Then Herod privily called the wise men. 
The words, '* When he had," &c. are in the old version, though not 
found in the Textus Receptus, Why they have a place in the Authorised 
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Yersion we are at a loss to conjectare. However, they neither add to 
nor take from the valae of the narration. In chap, iv, 24, the words^ 
" and those which were," are omitted : bat this omission, like the other, 
makes no difference in sense. There are many similar omissions to these. 
We come to a more significant one in chap. y. 22. The new reading is, 
Every one who is angry with his brother shall be in danger of the judgments 
The Authorised Version has the conditional words, " without a cause," 
A foot-note of the Revised Yersion says, "Many ancient authorities 
insert without cause" ' Then why exclude the words ? We think it 
highly probable that these words were spoken by Christ ; because He 
was Himself angry with sinners, " being grieved with the hardness of 
their hearts." And to be angry at wrong-doing is a part of true religion,. 
if properly regulated; for an inspired injunction is, ''Be ye angry and 
sin not : let not the sun go down upon your wrath.'* 

There is a more remarkable omission from verse 44 of the same chapter, 
without any reason assigned or notice given. The injunction — *' Bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you " — ^has vanished ; and what remains is, retain- 
ing " Love your enemies " — the one other limb of the sentence — " pray 
for them that persecute you." What is here omitted is so much like the 
spirit of Christ's teaching that we think it far more likely that He spoke 
the words than that any copyist attributed them to Him without authority. 
They are far more likely to have been omitted inadvertently by some 
copyist. 

The next important omission is that of the doxology from the Lord's 
Prayer. And we here quote with approval our own Eichard Watson, 
who says, "By some critics the doxology is rejected from the text; but 
it appears in most of the Greek MSS., the Syriac and other ancient ver- 
sions, and was certainly read in the copies used by the Greek fathers ; 
and on such evidence must be retained." One particular in the rendering 
of the prayer is worthy of attention. Instead of the indefinite clause, 
" deliver us from evil," the Revisers have inserted the definite article 
which appears in the Greek original, and added the word one in italics, 
so as to express the sense of a personal '' evil one " from whom we are 
to pray that we may be delivered. This has greatly offended Socinians, 
who do not admit that there is a personal devil in existence. 

The 21st verse of Matt. xvii. is omitted entirely, A foot-note says,. 
"Many authorities, some ancient, insert ver. 21 — But this kind goeth not 
out save by prayer and fasting. See Mark ix. 29." In this text the 
words, *' and fasting," are left out, although a foot-note there states that 
" Many ancient authorities add, and fasting.** The eleventh verse of the 
eighteenth chapter also is omitted. And there again the foot-note says, 
" Many authorities, some ancient, insert ver. 11 — For the Son of Man 
came to save that which was lost. See Luke xix. 10." In both these^ 
instances we think it far more probable that the rejected words were ia 
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the original manuscripts and were inadyertently omitted by some copyist, 
than that they should have been inserted in any manuscript without 
authority. 

Coming to chap, xx, we lose the latter half of verse 16, — "for many 
be called, but few chosen.'' From Dr. Clarke we learn that '* there are 
several MSS. which do not contain the clause, and that Bishop Peabob 
thinks it is an interpolation from chap. xxii. l4/' where it is preserved in 
the new version. But our Lord spoke the omitted words on more than 
one occasion, and we think it quite as likely that He did so on the 
occasion here stated, as that He did not. 

In the narrative of the ambitious request of the sons of Zebedee, we 
miss part of Christ's solemn question in verse 22 of the same chapter : 
** and to be baptized with the baptism tbat I am baptized with ? " This 
member of the interrogation is omitted. It is not sustained, some 
think, by reliable writings generally. Dr. A. Clarke states the case, and 
adds : ** According to the rules laid down by critics to appreciate a false 
or true reading, this clause cannot be considered as forming part of the 
sacred text." Yet he admits that it is " found in many MSS." We 
confess that the opinion of critics, however learned and erudite, does not 
carry conviction to our judgment against the authenticity of the rejected 
words. Our blessed Lord spoke of a baptism that He had to be baptized 
with, and it seems to us quite natural tbat He should put such a question 
as this to the aspiring brothers, and in the terms here ascribed to Him. 
B. Watson says, " It is found in the greater number of MSS., and not 
only coincides with the context, but is found in the parallel place. 
Mark x. 38." In that text the New Version retains the clause. The 
correspondent clause in Christ's reply to the brothers is omitted from 
verse 23 of chap, xx., but is retained in verse 39 of Luke x. The 14th 
verse of chap, xxili., also, is omitted ; but in the parallel places of Mark 
(xii. 40) and Luke (xx. 47) it is retained. 

In chap, xxvii. 35, there is an allegation of prophecy fulfilled, and a 
•quotation of the prophet's words. This is omitted from the New Version. 
Dr. A. Clarke says, '* The whole of this quotation should be omitted, as 
making no part of the genuine text of this evangelist. It is omitted by 
almost every MS. of worth and importance ; by almost all the versions, 
and the most reputable of the primitive Fathers who have written or 
commented on the place. The words are plainly an interpolation, 
borrowed from John xix. 24." We can only say we see no reason why 
Matthew as well as John should not have made such a remark, with the 
same reference. Yet if the evidence to the contrary is so strong, we may 
rest satisfied with the placing of the record to the credit of John only. 
Nothing very important rests upon it. Having noticed the principal 
omissions from St. Matthew's Gospel, we shall call attention to only a few 
in that of St. John, and his first Epistle. The most remarkable of these 
is the account of ** the moving of the water" of the pool of Bethesda, 
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the descent of *< an angel at a certain season into the pool,*' and the 
miraculoas cares of the *^ impotent folk," that followed the disturbing of 
the water by the angel ; not a word of which is retained by the Revisers. 
The account '< is wanting in some MSS. and Versions/' as onr learned 
commentator. Dr. A. Clarke, remarks ; but his belief was that there is 
'^ no sufficient evidence against its authenticity." And why should it be 
rejected ? What honest man would invent such a story, and impose it 
upon the credulous as part of the Apostle John's narrative ? And if any 
man were vile enough to do it, what end could be answered by it? What 
motive can be supposed to prompt anyone to invent such a story and 
palm it upon the Ohurch of Christ as inspired truth ? The supposition 
seems its own refutation. A foot-note says, '' Many ancient authorities 
inserted, wholly or in part," this account. Were those ancients all deceived 
by some impostor ? We cannot think so. 

We pause here to notice a corrected rendering of a clause in John x. 
16, one flock, one shepherd ; instead of ** one fold, one shepherd ;*' a text 
that has often been pressed into controversy by Papists and Sacerdotalists 
in support of outward uniformity, and to the disparagement of diversity 
in unity. There are many folds, but one flock. <' Other sheep I have,'' 
said Christ to the Jews, '^ which are not of this fold ;" clearly indicating 
the plurality of folds. 

Passing on to John's First Epistle, we lose the threefold heavenly 
witness mentioned in chap. v. 7, " For there are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost : and these three are 
one." The testimony of ** the spirit, the water, and blood," is retained ; 
the word spirit being distinguished by a capital S, to indicate the third 
person of the Trinity. Mr. Wesley transposes the 7th and 8th verses, 
bnt strenuously contends for the genuineness of the rejected verse. 
Adam Clarke expresses the contrary opinion, and assigns reasons for it. 
<' It is likely," he says, << that this verse id not genuine. It is wanting 
in every MS. of this Epistle written before the invention of printing, one 
excepted, the Codex Montfortii, in Trinity College, Dublin : the others 
which omit this verse amount to one hundred and twelve. It is wanting 
in both the Syriac, all the Arabic j JEthiopic, the Coptic , Sahidic, Arme- 
nian, Slavonian, &c., in a word, in all the ancient Versions but the VuU 
gate ; and even of this Version many of the most ancient and correct 
MSS. have it not. It is wanting also in all the ancient Greek Fathers ; 
and in most even of the Latin." In the presence of such overwhelming 
evidence against the verse, we can only wonder how, when, and by whom, 
it came to have a place in any manuscript. Saving truth, however, is 
unaffected by the removal of this verse from the writings of the beloved 
apostle. We can but regret that any human being should have been 
either so vile or so foolish as to attribute to him words which he never 
wrote ; and we have cause to rejoice in the removal of such words from 
the Sacred Volume. 
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In the Revised Version we meet with innumerable transpositions of 
words and clauses, which greatly improve the diction and make the sense 
more clear and apparent. The pnnctaation, too, is decidedly improved. 
The langnage used is not always an improvement upon that of the Old 
Version. Sometimes it is, and sometimes not. A freer use of Anglo-^ 
Baxon would have been better than so many words drawn from Latin 
and Greek. Some critics are of a different opinion. One of them regrets 
that <* the Bible Bevisers have not been bold enough to present their 
Revised Version in the English of our own time, instead of the old- 
fashioned English of the time of Elizabeth and James." This is true 
with regard to some of the old grammatical forms, but not true with 
regard to many of the words used. 

A writer in the Weekly Review — one of the ablest of our weekly reli- 
gpious newspapers — has expressed his opinions freely and rather severely. 
He says, '' Our Revisers have subjected their original to the most 
exhaustive grammatical analysis, every chapter testifies to the fear of 
Winer that was before their eyes, and their familiarity with the intrica- 
cies of modem verbal criticism. But the reader who was conversant with 
the Old Version — and what Englishman, cultured or untaught, was not 
so conversant ? — is surprised and irritated by the inversion of familiar 
phrases, by a multitude of minute alterations, and by the occurrence of 
cumbrous paraphrases. Every phase of New Testament scholarship was 
represented in the New Testament Company, but the niceties of idiomatic 
English appear to have found no champion, and no voice was raised to 
warn these eminent scholars of the danger that threatened their work 
from over refinement. It is true that this unhappy flaw cannot destroy 
the labour of a decade, but it mars the symmetry and cripples the 
efficiency of this version to a serious degree." 

The writer of the article, remarking on Romans vii. 14-24, says, '* A 
more faithful piece of translation could not be put into the hands of the 
English-speaking public ; but it is paralleled and rivalled again and again 
in the Pauline epistles. . . . The First Epistle to the Corinthians is an 
admirable example of the Revised Version at its best. 

** The Revised Version will remain a monument of the industry of 
its authors, and a treasury of their opinions and erudition ; but, unless 
we are entirely mistaken, until its English has undergone thorough revi- 
sion, it will not supplant the Authorised Version. After all, the chief 
use of the present attempt will be as a work of reference, in which the 
grammatical niceties of the New Testament diction are treated with 
laborious fidelity. It will no more furnish an authorised version to 
eighty millions of English-speaking people, than any number of memoire 
pour aervir will give them a standard history. The superior critical 
apparatus at the disposal of our scholars, and their advanced scientific 
knowledge of grammar, seem to have been rather impediments than aids; 
and we are left with another critical commentary on the New Testament^ 
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bnt not with a new version which will mould our thoughts and afford a 
dignified vehicle for the great truths of revelation." 

Mr. 8purgeon'8 judgment on the subject seems to accord with what is 
so fully expressed by the writer quoted above. His remarks are laconie 
and weighty. He says, " It is a valuable addition to our versions, bnt it 
will need much revision before it will be fit for public use. To translate 
well, the knowledge of two languages is needful. The men of the New 
Testament company are strong in Greek, but weak in English. Com- 
paring the two, in our judgment the Old Version is better." 

The Bishop of Derry is offended with the revision on very slight 
grounds. Preaching in Derry Cathedral, he remarked that three words, 
" charity," ** doctrine," and ** conversion," had been removed. His 
complaint was that " charity " was rendered " love,'* ** doctrine " changed 
into " teaching," and " conversion " rejected for ** turning." These 
words he could not accept as equivalents, and he hoped the former ren- 
derings would yet be restored. We cannot participate in this hope. Oar 
opinion is that the original words are more accurately represented by the 
revised renderings than by the rejected words. 

Defective as is the Revised Version in some respects, it has been hailed 
with laudation in some quarters, and by not a few persons. The Pres- 
byterians of Great Britain, Ireland, and America, have expressed general 
approval of it, and the Wesleyan Conference have stamped it with 
approval almost without qualification. We question whether any mem- 
ber of the learned company of Eevisers is fully satisfied with the result. 
Whenever a vote was taken, it would go against the judgment and con- 
victions of a minority. We think it not unlikely that other revisions 
will be made by individual scholars. Perhaps there will be conflicting 
revisions : but the final result will be a generally accepted version in 
sound and nervous English, which will occupy the proud position of pre- 
eminence over universal English Literature. 



WINNING SOULS FOR CHRIST. 

No. IL 

" He that winneth souls is wise." ** They that turn many to righteousness 

shall shine as the stars for ever and ever." 

How important that the preacher of the Gospel should fully understand 
that, as an ambassador of the Cross, his chief work is to '* save souls." 
Can this be possible ? Certainly. But only God can save the sinner. 
True ; but whoever will study the Word-^the unfailing Word of God— 
and get a clear comprehension of His character as a faithful, covenant- 
keeping God, will assuredly find that an immense power is entrnsted to 
those who are *' workers together with Him ; even the mighty power and 
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Abiding presence of the Holy Ghost, to aid in this glorious work. Gon 
is on the side of the preacher, as He is against the shepherds who feed 
not the flock (Ezek. xxxiv. 10). 

There is nothing more certain than that the benefits bestowed through 
the Gospel are conditional ; and if, as preachers and servants of the Most 
High, conscioQS that we possess His commission, we do bat use the 
means, or abide by the conditions laid down, we may assure ourselves of 
success. And, oh I what a solemn work is ours. ^* Let him know,'' says 
James, ''that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way, 
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins." 

In order to the conversion of the sinner, it is also most important that 
we have full confidence in our work, ** He that doubteth is condemned ; " 
or, in other words, the man that doubts condemns himself. How impor- 
tant, then, that we enter upon, and carry through our work in the utmost 
** confidence of faith.'' '' All things are possible to him that believetb.'' 
'^ Without faith it is impossible to please God." Should a messenger be 
sent from an earthly sovereign to any of his subjects, promising favours 
or threatening punishment, and the messenger himself have no confidence 
in its fulfilment; how could he be expected to deliver his message so that 
others would believe it ? We remember reading an anecdote of the Duke 
of Wellington, which may illustrate our case. " When a certain Com- 
missary-General complained to His Grace that. Sir Thomas Picton had 
declared that he would hang him if the rations for that General's division 
were not forthcoming at a certain time, the Duke replied : ' Ah ! did he 
go so far as that? Did he say he would hang you ? ' * Yes, my lord.' 
* Well, if General Picton said so, I have no doubt he will keep his word ; 
you had better get up the rations in time.' " 

Surely there must be no doubting our own message. We must have 
-confidence in it ; in the doctrines we preach, in the promises we hold out, 
in the certainty of the punishments we declare against the evil-doer ; 
always remembering we have to do with a Sovereign whose character is 
unalterable, and that the Word is His, not ours. 

And should we not also remember to whom our message is sent ? not 
to the dead, but to the living, who must soon die ; the living, who wil] 
stand together with us at the bar of the Eternal God and Judge; 
the living, but whose life hangs on a thread, and upon the use made of 
that frail life, "whether they hear or whether they forbear," depends 
their eternity of happiness or woe. Well would it be for us, did we 
learn — as far as such finite minds can — to estimate the value of the soul; 
and, as we gaze upon the countenances of our audience, to remember the 
soul's immortality, the awful condition of the impenitent in the eternal 
death that awaits them, the inestimable price paid for their redemptioUi 
and the intensity of the love of God, who, while we were yet enemies, 
gave His Son to die for us. 

Our sermons are not done toith when we leave the pulpit. They are 
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immortal. They will be either the *< savonr of life unto life or of death 
tmto death." Those countenances we shall see again^ blighted by the 
wrath of an angry God, or lit up with an eternal joy. 



THE CLASS-MEETING. 

AiiTHOUGH yery vagne and erroneous ideas obtain amongst men oatside 
the pale of Methodism with regard to this question , every Methodist 
understands it perfectly well; it is not necessary, therefore, neither is it 
my intention, to enter into any explanation of the subject, or to give 
a definition of a class-meeting. Considering that the bulk of the readers 
of this Magazine are Local Preachers, such a course would be superfluous, 
if not presumptuous. It is well known that a hue-and-cry has of 
late been raised against the class-meeting ; and the object of this article 
is to vindicate the time-honoured practice of God-fearing people meeting 
together, and " speaking one to another." 

It is clear that those who have entered the lists against the class- 
meeting, are not agreed amongst themselves ; there is division amongst 
them. Some would completely abolish it; do away with it root and 
branch. Others would do away with it as a test of membership ; whilst 
a third party pleads for such a modification of it as would adapt it to the 
educational exigencies of the times, and the superior intelligence of our 
young people who have enjoyed greater educational advantages than 
ourselves. 

I wish to address a word or two of caution and expostulation to each 
class of these objectors. 

1st. Those who would do away with the class-meeting, root and brandi. 
I believe that, as a rule, those who are clamouring for the abolition of 
this distinctively Methodist institution have had little or no experience 
of the benefits associated with it ; and, consequently, are not in a position 
to form an intelligent opinion upon the subject. It would be well, 
perhaps, for such to pay a little deference to those whose experience 
qualifies them to speak with some degree of assurance with regard to the 
question. There are millions of godly men and women within the pale of 
Methodism to-day, who have had long and rich experience of the spiritual 
blessings connected with this means of grace, and if they were appealed io 
on this subject, and their advice sought, they would say with emphasis, 
and with perfect unanimity, <* Don't give up the class -meeting, for it is 
the most blessed and healthful means of grace that the Methodist 
economy provides." Now, I submit that the opinion of so many com- 
petent and credible witnesses on this point, is entitled to the respectful 
consideration and deference of those who have had no experience in the 
matter, and who, as a consequence, are not in a position to form an inde- 
pendent judgment thereon. If, indeed, the class-meeting did neither 
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good nor harm, bat were simply useless, even in that case no one should 
need to be so very anxious to do away with it, to stamp it out as 
they would a nuisance ; but, seeing that it is a fruitful source of spiritual 
blessing and good to so many souls, and of harm to none, we ought, for the 
sake of those who can and do derive profit from it, to be anxious to con- 
serve it, rather than destroy it. Don't act the part of the '< Dog-in-the- 
manger ; " deprive the ox of the hay you cannot eat. Don't foul the 
water you cannot drink. If you cannot appreciate the class-meeting, don't 
seek to deprive those of it who can. Such a course would be mean and 
selfish in the extreme. 

2nd. A word now to those who would do away with the class-meeting 
as a test of membership. You would preserve it as it is, excepting its 
compulsory feature. You would not insist upon attendance at it, as a 
condition of membership, but would allow it to be optional. Persons 
might attend, or stay away ; turn their back upon it if they chose ; still 
they would be recognised as hona-fide members. That plea looks very 
reasonable on the face of it ; but, unfortunately, facts are against it. I 
have known churches — Methodist, though not Wesleyan churches — to 
adopt this free-and-easy system ; and the result, in every case, has been 
such as ought to prove a warning to churches that are seriously contem- 
plating such a step. It is no wonder that the mere formalist should fail 
to enjoy or relish the class-meeting, and wish it removed as a test 
of membership ; for it is an intensely spiritual means of grace, a direct 
appeal to the higher life, the spiritual consciousness and the religious 
enjoyments and experiences of the members. And if it should cease to 
be a test of membership, still, so long as it remains in its outward form, 
it must, in the nature of things, be a test of vital and experimental 
religion, as applied to its members. 

Like the stethoscope, by which the physician tests the soundness or 
unsoundness of the respiratory organs of his patient, so the class-meeting, 
in the hands of a competent and skilful leader, will guage, with tolerable 
accuracy, the spiritual health and condition of each mem her in his class. 
Or, like the pulse, it is a true and infallible indicator of the force of the 
vital current which transfuses life and energy through the believer's soul. 
Such being the case, it is no marvel that the mere formalist, the worldly- 
minded, and those in whose souls the life of God is at a low ebb, should 
wish to destroy the thermometer, which, with such uncompromising 
fidelity, indicates the measure of their religious earnestness and power. 
The atmosphere which pervades the class-meeting is anything but con- 
genial to such souls. The mere formalist is not in his proper element 
there. That is no reason, however, why spiritually-minded and intensely- 
earnest Methodists should be called upon to throw down the fences of the 
Church, and, in the most indiscriminate way, admit into its pale men> 
who have little, if anything, in common with themselves, and who, from 
a want of sympathy with real spiritual eflFort^ are more likely to hinder 
than to help. 
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Srd. I want to have a word or two now with those who would not do 
away with the claBS-meetingy even as a test of membership, bat would so 
modify it as to adapt it to the requirements of the times, and the superior 
intelligence. of the young people amongst us, who haye enjoyed greater 
educational advantages than we have. It might do yery well for 
oar forefathers, yoa will say, but the present generation is so far advanced 
in intelligence that it cannot tolerate the old style, bat requires an 
adaptation, or a compromise, between the experience-meeting and a Bible- 
dass. I have no wish to say one word in disparagement of the Bible- 
class. It is very nsefal and essential, particularly for our young men ind 
women. But let the Bible-class be a Bible-class, pure and simple, and 
•keep the class-meeting in its present form, as an experience-meeting, 
separate and distinct from the Bible-class, without any attempt to blend 
them, or to roll the two into one. Each is good in its place. Neither 
one can supply the place of the other. While the Bible-class, properly 
conducted, is admirably adapted to indoctrinate our young people in the 
truths and principles of the Scriptures, and thus to fortify their minda 
against the abounding scepticism of the age, it will not meet the case of 
those in whose hearts the love of God is pent up ; and, unless this 
has vent, it is like '* fire in their bones." The cry of such earnest souls 
is, '^ Oome, all ye that fear the Lord, and I will tell yon what He hath 
done for my soul." They want, in fact, the opportunity which the class- 
meeting affords, of giving utterance to their pent-up feelings. Neither 
can the Bible- class meet the case of those who are bowed down by 
sorrow, and need the loving sympathy of their brethren and sisters. 
Often it is that our minds are beclouded and our spirits cast down 
by reason of the difficulties of the way and the temptations of the enemy; 
and what we want at such times, next to Divine comfort and saccour, is 
the sympathy which flows from Christian fellowship. ** As iron sharpeneth 
iron, so doth the countenance of a man his friend." As it was in 
the days of Malachi, so it is now. '* Then they that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another ; '* now, they '' forsake nof the assembling of them- 
selves together." A fellow-feeling, like a magnetic link, draws them 
together, and binds them in a common brotherhood. When they thus 
meet together to speak of God^s gracious dealings with them, to recount 
their hair-breadth escapes and marvellous deliverances from the jaws of 
their enemies, and to dwell upon the unfailing promises of Gk>d's Word, 
they inspire one another with a boldness which enables them bravely to 
meet every difficulty and danger that may confront them. Such a 
atrengthening and invigorating effect has the class-meeting upon its mem* 
bers that often they feel, like the Psalmist, that they " coald run throng 
a troop or leap over a wall." We would not speak hardly, nor think 
hardly, of those who plead for a modification of the class-meeting; they 
may be as strongly attached to Methodism as we oorselves are, and 
as earnestly desire and labour for its prosperity as we do ; on this poinl^ 
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however, we oannot see eye to eye. In onr opinion, the maintenance of 
the class-meeting in its present form, and as a purely experience-meeting 
though not, perhaps, absolutely necessary for the maintenance of spiritual 
religion, or the Divine life in the soul, is a means of grace, the importance 
and helpfulness of which cannot be exaggerated. 

I dare not trespass any further on your space, or on the patienoa 
of your readers; but should like, in a future number, to resume the 
subject, 

Bradford. X. R. 



THE WESLEYAN METHODIST LOCAL PREACHERS' 
MUTUAL-AID ASSOCIATION. 

Ghapi^b XXXI. — Annual Meeting at Lynn, 1877. 
Brother Edwin Benson, of Tring, President. 

The General Committee met on Saturday evening, June 2nd, in the 
Wesleyan Schoolroom, Tower Street, Lynn. About fifty chapels in the 
Lynn, Downham, and Wisbeach Circuits, besides six open-air stands,, 
were occupied by the brethren on the Sunday. Certainly there had been 
a famous working committee here, to get such a number of chapels ; and 
as collections were made in most, if not all of them, the Norfolk friends 
showed the abundance of their liberality. 

The brethren met for business on Monday morning, June 4th, in 
the Wesleyan Schoolroom, Lynn. The Report showed 2,074 benefit 
and 680 honorary members ; total, 2,754 ; being an increase of 151 benefit 
and 40 honorary members. The benefit members* subscriptions amounted 
to £1,093 15s. ; an increase on the former year of £88 14s. The 
increase of the income from various sources enabled the Treasurer 
to invest another thousand pounds, raising the primal figure from 7 to 8 ; 
total capital being, £8,564 15s. 9d. 

Brother E. Benson was elected President, Bro. John Carter re-elected 
Treasurer, and Bro. Thos. Chamberlain Hon. Secretary. 

Petitions were sent from the meeting to Parliament in favour of the 
Bills for closing public-houses on Sundays, and in favour of the Permis- 
sive Bill, and against opening museums, the National Gallery, the 
Crystal Palace, &c., on the Lord's day. 

In accordance with the resolution of the preceding Annual Meetings 
Dr. Aldom, ex-President, delivered an address in the Chapel on the 
morning of Tuesday. After the address the brethren and friends 
celebrated the Lord's Supper. 

The giving of an address by Dr. Aldom was in conformity with the old 
practice of preaching an official sermon by the ex- President ; a practice 
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that ought never to have been abandoned or omitted. The address of the 
Doctor was considered so yalaable that it was resolved, not only to print 
it in the Magazine, but also to print it separately for general distribution. 
This was done ; and the sale not onlj covered the expense of printing, bnt 
returned a profit to the Association. 

The thanks of the meeting were given to the editors aud the publica- 
tion committee for conducting the Magazine, and they were requested to 
continue their services for another year. The profit of the Magazine for 
1876 was £28 9s. Id. 



Ghaftsb XXXIL — Annual Meeting at Hull, 1878. 

Brother Dowsing, Hull, President. 

The General Committee met on Saturday evening, June 1st, in the 
Schoolroom of Waltham Street Chapel, Hull. Thirty-four chapels and 
four open-air stations were occupied by the brethren on the Sunday. 
Collections also were made in most of the chapels. It is stated that the 
congregations were numerous, attentive, and devout. 

The brethren met for business on Monday morning, June 3rd., in the 
Schoolroom of Waltham Street Chapel. The Beport showed 2,175 
benefit and 703 honorary members ; being an increase of 101 benefit and 23 
honorary members. The benefit members' subscriptions amounted to 
£1,101 178., an increase of £8 28. on the year. The funds had risen 
another primal figure, from £8,664 15s. 9d. to £9,286 7s. 5d., £1,800 
having been invested this year. Two brethren were put in nomination 
for President ; and, as was fitting, the Hull brother. Alderman Dowsing, 
of the town in which the meeting was being held, was elected by a 
majority of 13. Bro. John Carter was re-elected Treasurer, and Bro. 
Thos. Chamberlain, Hon. Secretary. 

This being the year for making alterations in the Eules, old proposi- 
tions were again brought forward and new ones introduced. The most 
important alterations made were the continuance of eight shillings a week 
in special cases of sickness beyond the former limitation to twenty-six 
weeks as per Eule 36. The brethren were in a liberal mood, and raised 
the funeral allowance to the former amount of £8, and that of annuitants 
to £4 ; and the maximum allowance to annuitants, in extreme need, to six 
shillings per week. Whether these alterations were wise or not, remains 
to be seen. The number of annuitants has risen rapidly of late. It would 
be hazardous to sell out stock, as many of the legacies and other contri- 
butions were given by farseeing and thoughtful persons for the purposes 
of investment. 

The Magazine showed a larger amount of profit for 1877 than had 
ever occurred before, being £47 17s. Id. Of course it was to be con- 
tinued under the same management. 
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A large and enthusiastic public meeting was held in Waltham Street 
Chapel on the Monday evening, Alderman Waller, the Mayor of Hull, 
wearing his insignia of office, in the chair. There was splendid speaking ; 
but no report of the meeting has come into our hands. 

After Tuesday morning's sitting, the brethren adjourned to the chapel 
to attend the Lord's table. Rev. H. W. Holland delivered an appro- 
priate and seasonable address. 

The Hull friends have been, and still are, among the most bountiful 
givers. One gentleman, we understand, appropriates the interest of 
a thousand pounds, being £50 a year, during his life ; at his death it will 
fall into the funds of the Association. 



Ohapteb XXXIII. — Annual Mbbting at Oldham, 1879. 

Bbo. Joseph Milsom, Reading, President. 

The General Committee met on Saturday evening, June 14th, in the 
Schoolroom of Downing Street, Oldham. Thirty-five chapels in Oldham 
and surrounding places were supplied by the brethren. There was quite 
an Evangelical Alliance here ; for chapels belonging to Wesleyans, Free 
Church, New Connexion, Primitives and Congregationalists, together 
with nine open-air stations, were occupied by the brethren. Collections 
for the Association were made in most of the chapels. 

The meeting for business was begun in Manchester Street Chapel, 
on Monday morning, June 16th. The Report was read by the Honorary 
Secretary, showing 2,368 benefit members, and 746 honorary ; an increase 
of 198 benefit and 43 honorary; total, 3,114 members. This large 
addition is accounted for by the union of the Newcastle Local Preachers' 
Association with ours. The benefit members' subscriptions the last 
year amounted to £1,161 10s. 6d. ; being an increase of £59 17s. 6d. 
Mr. Hume, of Manchester, having left £1,353 4s. 5d. for investment, it 
raised the invested fund another figure, viz., from £9,286 7s. 5d. to 
JB10,938 13s. 7d. Bro. Joseph Milsom, Reading, was elected President, 
Bro. J. Carter re-elected Treasurer, and Bro. Thos. Chamberlain Hon. 
Secretary. 

There was not much serious business to do at this annual gathering. 
Thanks were expressed to Almighty God for the passing of the Act for 
Sunday closing of public-houses in Ireland ; and a petition was sent 
to Parliament for the bestowment of the same benefit on England 
and Wales. 

On the subject of '' ways and means,'' and the revival of drooping 
Branches, the brethren seemed to breathe new life, and the youth of some 
of the aged was renewed like the eagle's. One of our aged brethren, over 
fourscore years, declared " He would help in this matter, and was willing 
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to go anywhere within one hundred miles of his own residence." Well 
said, Richard ; die in the harness. 

The Magazine was ordered to be continued as heretofore, with thanks 
to the editors. The profit on 1878 was ^635 14s. 3d. 

The Sacramental service, held on Tuesday at mid-day, presided oyer by 
the Bey. J. Exell, and addressed by the Bey. J. Pearson, was, as 
the report says, " a time of refreshing, of great spiritual enjoyment, of 
self-dedication, and bright anticipations ; mingled with holy memories of 
Christ the Lord." 

The financial result of this annual gathering was about £130. 



Ghaptbb XXXrV. — Annual Mbbting at Yobk, 1880. 
Brotheb 0. S. Maddeb, Aylesbury, President. 

The General Committee met in the large room. Centenary Chapel, 
St. Saviour Gate, York, on Saturday evening, June 5th. Fifty-seven 
chapels in York and surrounding Circuits were occupied by the brethren 
on Sunday, June 6th. Four stands in the open air also were occupied by 
about twenty brethren. A lovefeast was held in New Street Cbapel on 
Sunday afternoon. Collections were made on behalf of the Association in 
most of the chapels. 

About one hundred and twenty representatives met in the Schoolroom 
attached to the Centenary Chapel, on Monday morning, June 7th. The 
Beport was read by the Hon. Secretary, showing 2,659 benefit members, 
and 796 honorary ; total, 3,455, being an increase of 291 benefit and 50 
honorary members. The benefit members' subscriptions amounted to 
£1,291 Is. fid. in the year; an increase of £129 lis. This was the 
largest amount received since 1853. Bro. C. S. Madder was elected 
President, Bro, John Carter re-elected Treasurer, and Bro. Thos. 
Chamberlain Hon, Secretary. The capital of the Association had reached 
the sum of £11,557 13s. 8d. 

This meeting was rendered peculiarly interesting by the appearance of 
Bro. Field, as representative from the '< American National Association 
of Local Preachers of the Methodist Episcopal Church." 

The afternoon of Monday was occupied principally with the Magazine i 
or, rather, the cover of the Magazine. Some were for a plain cover, 
others for pictorial. On the matter being put to the vote, the pictorial, 
as heretofore, was carried by 46 to 84. Thanks to the editors were 
carried unanimously. The profit on the Magazine for 1879 was 
£35 lis. 3d. 

In order to make the funds of the Association as secure as possible, a 
draft of a deed had been drawn up, which was submitted to the meeting. 
Ultimately it was voted to stand over till the next Annual Meeting. 

A public meeting was held on Monday evening in the Centenaiy 
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Chapel, presided over by J. R. Hill, Esq., son of the late Alderman 
David Hill, who was President when the meeting was held in York in 
1867. The meeting was addressed by the Hon. Secretary, the President, 
and the ex-President, John Field (the American representative), W. 
Bowron, Oossons, Ghamberlin, and Eose. Bro. Field and Bro. Bowron 
delivered capital speeches ; and this was a fitting initiation of Bro. Field,, 
who had come from America to greet his English brethren ; and of part* 
ing with Bro. Bowron, who was abont to bid them farewell, on his 
quitting England to take up his abode in New Zealand. 

The Communion Service was held in the Centenary Chapel on Tuesday 
forenoon. An interesting and suitable address, written by the Chairman 
of the York District, but which he was unable to be present to deliver 
in person, was read by his colleague, the Rev. J. Haigh. 

The net amount of collections at this annual gathering at York 
was £180. 

Chapter XXXY. — Meeting at Sheffield, 1881. 

Bbotheb S. M. Johnson, Sheffield, President. 

The Committee met on Saturday evening, June 1st, 1881, in the School- 
room of Norfolk Street Chapel, Sheffield. A large number of members 
present. About one hundred and thirty chapels and three open-air 
stands were occupied by the brethren on Sunday, the 19th. In most of 
these chapels collections were made on behalf of the Association. This 
was the fourth time that the Association had met at Sheffield. In 1851,. 
thirty years ago, the third meeting of the Association was held there, and 
the brother who was then elected President is still alive, although entering 
upon his eightieth year. He has been, and still is, an effective worker 
for the Association^ 

About 170 representatives had been appointed by the Branches ; so, in 
respect to numbers, this gathering at Sheffield was abont the largest that 
had been held. There was a good working Committee at Sheffield, with 
an indefatigable Secretary. The meeting began on Monday morning,. 
June 20th, in the Schoolroom of Norfolk Street Chapel. In the absence 
of the Hon. Secretary through illness, the Report had been prepared and 
was read by Bro. A. E. Johnson, of London, showing 2,867 benefit mem- 
bers, an increase of 208 on the year; and 792 hon. members, a decrease 
of 4 on the year. Total members, 3,659. Benefit members' subscriptions 
this year amounted to £1,374 Is.; being an increase on the preceding 
year of £S2 19s 6d. Free subscriptions and legacies had raised the 
capital to £12,204 17s. 2d. 

Bro. S. M. Johnson was elected President, Bro. John Carter re-elected 
Treasurer, Bro. Chamberlain and A. R. Johnson, Hon. Secretaries. 

Some of the Trustees having died, three new ones were elected. Th» 
names will be found in the committee list. 
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The Magazine to be carried on as heretofore, with foor brethren added 
to the Editorial staff. The profits on the Magazine for 1880 amounted 
to £47 19b. Sd., the largest amount yet realised. 

This being the triennial year, when alterations could be made in the 
Bnles, no fewer than eighteen notices of alterations had been forwarded. 
Eight of these were accepted ; but the alterations were such that the Oon- 
stitntion of the Association was not affected thereby. 

District Committees were appointed to act on behalf of the Association 
in twenty- fiye districts. How far this will be workable remains to be seen. 

The brethren and friends celebrated the Lord's Supper on Tuesday 
morning in the adjoining chapel ; and an address was giren by the Bey. 
H. Hastlingy Chairman of the Sheffield District. 

A largely attended public meeting was held in Canrer Street Ohapely 
presided over by Bro. J. Dyson, J.P. ; and addresses were delivered by 
Bros. A. B. Johnson, S. M. Johnson, C. S. Madder, B. G. Berry, 
J. Milsom, E. Benson, J. Towne, and T. Cole. 

On Tuesday evening a Temperance meeting was held in the Temperance 
Hall, Bro. Q-. Harvey in the chair. Addresses were delivered by Bro. 
Milsom, Dr. Scatliff, Bros. Amphlett, Bennett, Harding, and 
J. M. Spicer. 

The Sheffield meeting was a great financial success, adding to the fimds 
the noble sum of £326 48. 8d. 

Our historic work is done. The result is before our readers. It may 
have been to most of them dry and uninteresting; but the facts and 
figures remain. All the reports, as they have appeared in ** Tub Local 
Pbbaohbbs' Maoazinb" from 1851 to 1881, have been read. In addi- 
tion to these sources of information, the eariy volumes of The WesUyan 
Timesy 1849 and onwards, have been examined. In thb journal the first 
letter appeared which led to the formation of the Association ; and 
lengthened reports of the annual meetings, as well as reports of local 
meetings, were for some time chronicled. 

The Association has lived down the opposition and the prejudice 
arrayed against it in the early stages of its history. ThiB brethren who 
from year to year have been its presidents have each of them done good 
service. The post of Hon. Secretary has been filled for moie than two- 
thirds of the period of its existence by one brother, who has left the 
impress of his well-balanced mind upon all its printed documents. The 
Association, in the choice of its general secretaries, has secured upright, 
plodding, and devoted servants. The first lived long enough to see the 
Association fairly established, and his successor has the satisfaction 
of seeing it still progressing. It would only be affectation of humility did 
we not say that the Magazine has done much in the past to promote the 
interests of the Association. May it do more in tiie future, when the 
hand which now guides the pen lies quiet in the dust 1 
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DO NOT OFFER IT. 

BY THBODOBB L. CUTLEB, D.D. 

Let us be thankful that the Christian 
reform of temperance is coming to be 
linked with prayer and Christian 
effort as it has never been before. It 
would seem as if God is arousing His 
people all over our land to labour for 
the salvation of the most pitiable sin- 
ner, the drunkard, and to oppose the 
pernicious drinking customs of society. 
If the followers of Christ Jesus do 
not lay hold of these two vital move- 
ments, who will ? 

' But it is worse than idle to pray for 
the victims of strong drink as long as 
good people continue to set the deadly 
drink before the eyes of the easily 
tempted. Thousands have been en- 
snared by a wineglass placed before 
them by professed Christians, who 
ought to have cut their right hands 
off sooner than put a decanter on 
their tables. 

One of the saddest letters I ever 
read was written, in a most elegant 
penmanship, within the wall of a 
charity hospital. The writer, a well- 
educated man, says: ''How well I 
remember the first glass I ever took ! 
It was at C, in the State of Ohio. 
Could Mr. K have foreseen the fruits 
of that * sherry-cobbler/ that single 
drink, he might bettei^have given me 
« dose of strychnine in its stead. I 
am an embodiment of the fruits of 
that one drink. All the misery of my 
wretched life sprang from it. The 
rum bottle has been the skeleton in 
my closet ever since.'* 

Now, the man who wrote those 
touching lines was a grievous sinner 
against God and his own soul ; for he 
knew just what he was doing. But 
we ask, was not the man who tempted 
him a partner in the crime of de- 
stroying a human life, which never 
«an be lived over again ? Grant that 
the tempter did the mischievous act 
thoughtlessly, 

'* Evil is wrought by want of thonght 
As well as by want of heart." 

What are brains and conscience 
given to people for, except to teach 



them not to place stumbling-blocks 
and traps before the feet of their fel- 
low-creatures ? In these days it will 
not answer for any Christian to plead 
ignorance, or innocent intention, 
when he or she sets out an intoxica- 
ting glass upon the table. In that 
hour when Gud makes inquisition for 
souls» He will certainly not spare the 
unfaithful servant who, instead of 
warning his neighbour against the 
danger, absolutely invited him to 
commit the fatal act. A servant of 
Christ must not only be sober, deny- 
ing ungodly lusts, but also, **pure 
from the blood of all men." We are 
our brothers* keepers ; and woe be to 
us if we become our brother's tempters ! 

After I had laboured hard to reform 
an intemperate friend, and the poor 
man had kept sober many months, 
the whole effort was overthrown in 
one moment by a "friend," who 
pressed him to " take a social glass ** 
with him! That "friend" was a 
fatal enemy, for the unhappy inebri- 
ate has never been reformed ! He is 
a wreck to-day. 

It is useless to sophisticate our- 
selves with the stereotyped plea that 
" wine-drinking is not a sin per se" 
There are very many circumstances 
in which the Christian who drinks 
or who offers an intoxicating beverage 
commits a heinous sin. He sins 
against the law of self-denial for 
others' sake. He sins against the 
primal principle of love to his fellow 
mdn. He sins against his covenant 
to ** walls circumspectly.'* He throws 
his inlBluence on the side of Satan, 
and wantonly presumes on God's for- 
bearance to ward off the consequences 
of his act. What right have I to 
** put a bottle to my neighbour's lips,'* 
wlien I know that the bottle has sent 
millions to perdition? 

The Christian's duty is dear. It 
is to *'come out and be separate" 
from dangerous practices, and " not 
to touch unclean things.*' Not only 
are we to strive to pluck brands from 
the burning, but also we must labour 
to extinguish the fires that burn ** the 
brands ** so fearfully. 

▲ A 2 
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OLD WINTEB. 

Who's he that comes yonder enthroned in 

the storm, 
So hoarse in his Toioe, so forbidding in 

form? 
His garments how white I and his yisage 

how pale I 
His helmet the snow-flake, his weapon the 

haUl 
And icicles, fresh as from glacial rocks, 
Behold how they hang from his hoary old 

locks 1 
The wee, tiny children are flocking to see 
Whoever this f earf al old stranger can be I 
*Tis Winter, " Old Winter," I know by his 

pace. 
And the light that reflects from his frosty 

old face. 

He walketh abroad while we slumber and 

dream. 
Curls up the green herbage, and glazeth 

the stream ; 
He baketh the glebe and he blanches the 

hills, 
He cardies the fountains, and omsheth 

the riUs ; 
Lays bare the deep forest, and withers the 

flower, 
Disrobes the old rain, and batters the 

tower. 
He waveth his wand amid beanty and 

worth, 
And scatters the wreck o'er the face of 

the earth I 
'* Old Winter " rales over land, ocean, and 

sea. 
And a potent magician and laird is he. 

Bat still, though his presence be frigid 

and drear, 
He never comes forth bat he bodeth of 

cheer ; 
His breath may be bleak, and his shouting 

may craze. 
His touch may be icy, and sharper his 

ways t 
The light of his glance, as it flits on the 

breeze. 
The dewdrops on hedgerow and bramble 

may freeze 1 
But nature and man after all must agree 
That a welcome old annual visitor 's he 1 
And echo respond to the feeling, all 

fraught 
With the comforts and joys that " Old 

Winter " has brought. 



THE PRODIGAL SON. 

Ko words can tell the sorrow, 
With which I saw thee falling, day by day, 

And, heedless of the morrow, 
Yielding thy soul to sin's unholy sway. 



Many a lonely hour 
Was pass'd in prayer for thee, nustakea 
one I 

To that Eternal Power, 
Who whispers comfort when the heart 

feels none. 

But I have never utter'd 
To mortal ear the anguish I have known. 

The fears, the hopes that flutter'd 
Within me, when I thought of thee, my 
sonl 

Thanks be to heaven's kindness, 
A guiding star has sought thee in thy 
gloom, 
Scatter'd thy mental blindness, 
And led thee to thy father's heart and 
home. 

The spells of vice are broken. 
And virtue wooes thee to her shrine again ; 

Her love is still unbroken, 
Thy heart is free, she cannot woo in vain^ 

PisttUantotts. 

ENGLAND. 

In England, a man of small fortune 
may cast his rej2[ards around him, and 
say, with truth and exultation, " I am 
lodged in a house that affords me con- 
veniences and comforts, which even a 
king oould not command some cen- 
turies ago. There are ships crossing 
the seas in every direction, to bring 
what is useful to me from all parts of 
the earth. In China, men are gather- 
ing the tea-leaf for me ; in America, 
they are planting cotton for me ; in 
the West India Islands, they are pre- 
paring my sugar and my coffee; in 
Italy, they are feeding silkworms for 
me; in Saxony, they are shearing 
sheep, to make me clothing; at 
home, powerful steam-engines are 
spinning and weaving for me, and 
making cutlery for me, and pumping 
the mines, that minerals useful to me 
may be procured. My patrimony was 
small, yet I have post coaches run- 
ning day and night, on all the roads, 
to carry my correspondence ; I have 
roads, and canals, and bridges, to 
bear the coal for my winter fire ; nay,. 
I have protecting fleets and armies 
around my happy country, to secure 
my enjoyments and repose. Then I 
have editors and printers, who daily 
send me an account of what is going 
on throughout the world, amongst all 
these people who serve me ; and, in a 
corner of my house, I have Books ! — 



MISOBLLANSOUS. 
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the miracle of all my possessions, 
more wonderfal than the wishiog-cap 
of the Arabian Tales ; for they trans- 
port me instantly, not only to all 
places, but to all times. By my 
books, I can conjure up before me, to 
vivid existence, all the great and good 
men of old ; and, for my ovvn private 
satisfaction, I can make them act over 
again the most renowned of all their 
exploits. In a word, from the equa- 
tor to the pole, and from the begin- 
ning of time UDtil now, by my books, 
I can be where I please.'* 

This picture is not overcharged, 
and might be much extended ; such 
being the miracle of God*s goodness 
and providence, that each individual 
of the civilised millions that cover the 
earth, may have nearly the same en- 
joyments, as if he were the single lord 
of all. — Db. Asnott's Elements of 
Physio. H. M. 

PEOVIDENCE. 

The ways of providence are often to 
us dark and perplexed, so that we are 
ready to imagine that good can never 
xesult from what appears to us to be 
directly contrary to our interest; and 
we are often tempted to think that 
those very providential feelings of 
God, which have for their object our 
present and eternal welfare, are rather 
proofs of His displeasure, or evidences 
of His vindictive judgment. All these 
things are against me, said poor, de- 
sponding Jacob ; whereas, instead of 
being against him, all these things 
were /or him ; and by all these means 
was the merciful God working for 
the preservation of himself and his 
family, and the fulfilment of His 
ancient promise, that the posterity of 
Abraham should be as the stars of 
heaven for multitttds. How strange 
is it that our faith, after so many evi- 
dences of His goodness, should still 
be BO weak ; and that our opinion of 
Him should be so imperfect that we 
can never trust in Him but while He 
is under our own eye ! If we see Him 
producing good, we can believe that 
Be is doing so, and that is all. If we 
believe not. He abides faithful ; but 
our unbelief must make our own way 
-extremely perplexing and difficult. — 
Dr. Adam Clarke. 



VABIOUS. 
There is a certain magic or charm In 
company, for it will assimilate, and 
make you like to them, by much con- 
versation with them ; if they be good 
company, it is a great means to make 
you good, or confirm you in goodness; 
but if they be bad, it is twenty to one 
but they will infect and corrupt yon. 
Therefore be wary and shy in choos- 
ing, and entertaining, or frequenting 
any company or companions ; be not 
too hasty in committing yourself to 
tliem ; stand off awhile till you have 
inquired of some (that you know by ex- 
perience to be faithful), what they 
are ; observe what company they keep; 
be not too easy to gain acquaintance, 
but stand off and keep a distance yet 
awhile, till you have observed and 
learnt touching them. Men or women 
that are greedy of acquaintance, or 
hasty in it, are oftentimes snared in ill 
company beftjre they are aware, and 
entangled so that they cannot easily 
get loose from it after, when they 
would, — Sir Matthew Hale. 



The common blessings of God are not 
dispensed without a directing Pro- 
vidence. Nature works not without 
the God of nature. — Caryl. 



Let no company or respect ever draw 
you to excess in drink, for be you well 
assured, that if ever that possess you, 
you are instantly drunk to all respects 
your friends will otherwise pay yon, 
and shall by unequal staggering paces 
go to your grave with confusion of 
face, as well in them that love you, as 
in yourself; and therefore, abhor all 
company that might entice you that 
way. — Lord Strafford. 

It must be owned that we are not able 
to account for the method of Divine 
Providence in many instances ; and 
whosoever is not abandoned of all 
modesty, must readily acknowledge 
that it is reasonable it should be so. 
— Bradford. 



When Diogenes saw a house to be 
sold, whereof the owner was given to 
drink, *' I thought at the last,*' quoth 
Diogenes, " he would vomit a whole 
house."— /Sir Walter Raleigh. 
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^I^imnnins of tljit SKontj^s^ 



DECEMBEB. 

The sun rises on the Ist at forty-six 
minutes after seven, and sets at fifty- 
two minutes after three. He rises at 
nine minutes after eight on the 31st, 
ftnd sets at fifty-eight minutes after 
tiiree. The days shorten twenty- 
three minutes in the morning and six 
minutes in the evening ; total, twenty- 
nine minutes during the month. 

The moon is full on the 5 th at four- 
teen minutes after five in the after- 
noon. New moon on the 21st at 
seven minutes after five in the after- 
noon. She is nearest to the earth on 
the 23rd, and most distant from it on 
the 11th. 

Mercury is a morning star, rising 
on the 2nd one hour and forty -seven 
minutes before sunrise. On the last 
day in the year, the planet and the 
Bon rise nearly together. He is near 
the moon on the 20th, and at his 
greatest distance from the sun on the 
26 th. 

Venus is a morning star, rising on 
the 7th at one hour forty -one minutes 
before sunrise. On the last day of the 
year fifty- three minutes before the 
sun. She is near the moon on the 
20th. 

Mars rises on the 6th one hour and 
thirty minutes after sunset. On the 
last day of the year he rises in day- 
light. He is near the moon on the 
8th, and in opposition to the sun on 
the 27th. 

Jupiter sets on the 8th two hours 
thirty minutes before sunrise, and on 
the last day of the year three hours 



forty-two minutes a.m. He is near 
the moon on the 8rd, and again on 
the SOth. 

Saturn sets on the 8th four 
hours fourteen minutes a.m., and on 
the last day two hours thirty-eight 
minutes a.m. He is near the moon 
on the 2nd, and again on the 30th. 

Partial eclipse of the moon on the 
5th, partly visible at Greenwich. It 
begins at three hours twenty-eight 
minutes p.m. The middle of the 
eclipse will be at five hours eight 
minutes p.m., and the end will be at 
six hours forty-nine minutes p.m. in 
longitude 70^ deg. E. of Greenwich, 
and latitude 22:^ deg. N. 

High water at London Bridge on 
the 1st, forty-eight minutes after nine 
in the morning, and twenty-two mi- 
nutes after ten in the evening. On 
the last day of the month, twenty 
minutes after ten in the morning, 
and fifty-five minutes after ten in the 
evening. 



NOTEWORTHY EVENTS. 

1st. Princess of Wales bom, 1844. 
14t'h. Prince Consort died, 1861. 
14th. Princess Alice died, 1878. 
29th. J. Wickliff^e died, 1384. 



MUSIC IN NATURE. 

I LOVE thee, Twilight ! 
O'er the harp of thought thy passing wind 
Awakens all the music of the mind. 
And joy and sorrow, as the spirit bums, 
And Hope and Memory sweep the chords 

by turns. 
While Contemplation, on seraphic wings. 
Mounts with the flame of sacrifice and 

sings. Montgomery. 



ptttttal-g^ib %Mamixan litgorljer. 



A WORD TO THE MEMBERS OF 
DISTRICT SUB-COMMITTEES. 

My Dear Brethren, — The Axgna- 
eyes of our Association are npon us. 
As one of the leaders in the van of 
this fresh impetus I fear that our 



efforts may have been impeded be- 
cause our duties are undefined. I 
would, therefore, meekly suggest to 
the first person named on the list for 
each district — see Magazine for An^ 
gust — the absolute necessity, at onMf 
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of calling his coadjutors together to 
confer as to the best means of estab- 
lishing new branches, and animating 
old ones throughout their respective 
districts. . The ex-president and my- 
self have communicated with every 
superintendent minister in our two 
districts. And we hope, with the 
substantial aid of our beloved col- 
leagues, to do good service to our 
noble Association. Bee-music in 
swarming-time is exhilarating; but 
give me the hum of the honey- hunter 
as he flits from the flower to the hive. 
We love to hear the carol of the con- 
Tersation during our annual gather- 
ings, but the claim to such a privilege 
shall be proved by a eontinuous up- 
raising of the voice on behalf of our 
aged brethren all the year round. 
Time is short! Our opportunities 
are narrowing. Each Sab-Oommittee 
will have to give account of its 
stewardship at the next annual meet- 
ing. Brethren, be up and doing ! 
Yours in the best of bonds, 
Aylesbury. John Bose. 



FAVERSHAM, KENT. 
From The Mercury, 

The anniversary services in con- 
nection with the Faversham Branch 
of the Association were held on Sun- 
day and Monday, September 16th and 
17tb. Sermons were preached on the 
Sunday in the Wesleyan Chapels at 
Faversham, Boughtoo, and Green- 
streetj by Messrs. G. 0. Amphlett, J. 
Rose, and M. L. Olapham, whose 
discourses were instructive, practical, 
and impressive. 

The public meeting on Monday 
evening, held in , Preston Street 
Chapel, was presided over by the Bev. 
C. H. Bishop, and addressed by the 
deputation and the Rev. John Wats- 
ford, of Melbourne, the Australian 
delegate to the Methodist (Ecumenical 
Conference, lately held in theWesleyan 
Chapel, City Road, London. 

Mr. Amphlett gave a good descrip- 
tion of the principles of the Association, 
and won the sympathy of the meeting 
in behalf of the sick and aged local 
preachers, by many touching state- 
ments and appeals. 

Mr. Bose, with a speech full of 
metaphor and humour, delighted the 



audience, and prepared the way for a 
good collection. 

The Bev. John Watsford, who has 
been a missionary in Fiji for eight 
years, gave a most interesting, in- 
structive, and thrilling account of the 
superstition, degradation, and canni- 
balism there, and the almost miraculous 
triumph of Christianity over such 
bewildering and repulsive heathenism. 
The effect on the congregation was 
most powerful, as the venerable mis- 
sionary poured forth the strongest 
facts with an eloquence of matter and 
manner, that few present had ever 
heard surpassed, if equalled. 

The Secretary (Mr. A. Humphreys) 
read the report — 

"In the Faversham Branch we 
have 12 benefit members and 12 
honorary members.— Benefit mem- 
bers' subscription, £6 18s. ; benefit 
members' entrance fees, 10s. ; hono- 
rary members' subscriptions, £12 
10s. 6d. ; other subscriptions, £3 9s. 
6d. ; public collections, ^14 19s. 2^d. 
Total amount forwarded to the general 
committee, £SS 17s. 2^d. — Amount 
paid to Annuitants, £25 16s. ; to sick, 
^6 10s. Total received from general 
committee, £32 6s. Members on the 
funds: — Superannuated, 2; sick, 1. 
— Beview of the eight years of the 
existence of this branch; — Benefit 
members' subscriptions, £58 193. ; 
honorary members' subscriptions^ 
^48 lis. 2d. ; other subscriptions, 
£35 Os. 6d, ; entrance fees, £28 6s. Gd. ; 
collections in chapels, £86 15s. ll^d. ; 
total, £256 17s. ll^d. Superannua- 
tion allowances, i^l48 14s. ; sick 
allowances, Jg34 I5s; total, £175 
9s. There are 256 branches of 
the Association ; in amount paid to 
the general committee, Faversham 
stands fourteenth, and in amount re- 
ceived from general committee 29th. 

*' The funds of this Association are 
managed on the most economical and 
humane principles, the cost of manage- 
ment being practically nothing (there 
being only one paid agent), and the 
grants to applicants for annuities 
being according to their necessities and 
not (in all cases) according to their de- 
sires. Every benefit member, when 
sick, can claim the sick allowance ; but 
in order to become an annuitant posi- 
tive necessity must be proved, and the 
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-case is dealt with on its merits; 
otherwise cases of destitation would 
be very inadequately relieved." 

This was the most successful anni- 
versary of the Faversham branch, 
1;he collections amounting in the 
aggregate to j£21 Ss. 7|d. 



11, Mill Bridge, Skipton, 
Nov. 8th, 1881. 

Dear Sir, — Stimulated by the 
friends in the Eeighley Circuit, we 
decided to have a collection through- 
out this circuit on behalf of the 
Local Preachers' Mutual-Aid Asso- 
ciation. It was named by one of the 
brethren at the quarterly meeting, 
and our kind superintendent, the Bev. 
J. Osborn, gave it his hearty support ; 
it received the sanction of the meet- 
ing, and was put upon the Plan to be 
made on the 24th Oct. In order to 
make it a success, six local preachers 
from the Keighley Circuit volunteered 
their services for the day. Hand- 
bills explaining the nature and object 
of the collection were freely dis- 
tributed in the various chapels, but 
unfortunately the weather was very 
unfavourable, it was a thorough wet 
day, which accounts for the collections 
being so small. We have pleasure, 
however, in handing you £lb Od. 9d. 
as the result of the day's service. 

Yours truly, 

E. Teale. 

OBITUABY. 

Mrs. Plant, the affectionate wife 
of our Bro. David Plant, Esq., one of 
the trustees of our Association, died 
Nov. 8, 1881. She was a good woman, 
and feared God above many. Her 
heart and hand were ever ready for 
every good work. She took a great 
interest in the Dorcas Society, and 
was not only an hon. member of the 
Local Preachers' Mutual Aid, but an 
active collector for our funds. Her 
Bufferings during her affliction were 
often great, from which she would 
pray, in submission to the Divine will, 
to be delivered. The fear of death 
was gone, and she looked forward 
with delight to a glorious resurrection. 
So our friends are taken from us ** one 
by one.' 



II 



aENEBAL COMMITTEE. 
TuK monthly meeting was held at the 
office, 24, Bedford Street, W.C., on 
Wednesday, 9th November. 

Present: The President, W. B. 
Carter, Wardley, Parker, Turtle, 
Madder, Chamberlain, Clapham, 
Snnman, Amphlett, Milsom, J. Carter, 
Wright, and Sims. 

Prayer was offered by Bro. Madder 
(Ex- president). 

The minutes were read and verified. 

The monthly abstract showed, New 
members, 34 ; deaths, 3 members, 
and 1 wife ; sick, 98 ; annuitants, 169 ; 
receipts, ^46 9s. 3d.; payments, 
^429 Is. lid. 

The total receipts since the audit 
in May from the branches were 
i6 1,541 2s. Id. ; and the payments 
through them were j£l,578 lOs. Od. ; 
besides payments for working ex- 
penses, j£180 14s. Id. ; showing 
rather a heavy balance on the wrong 
side of Jg218 2s. There was a good 
balance in hand, but the consideration 
of investing a part of it was deferred 
till next meeting. 

A letter was read from Brother 
Williamson reciprocating the Com- 
mittee's good wishes for him and his, 
and stating that his health being some- 
what improved he was able to go out 
in a bath chair occasionally. 

On the motion of Bro. Amphlett, a 
letter of condolence was directed to 
be sent to Brother Plant, on the 
death of his estimable wife. 

On the motion of Bro. Turtle, a 
like letter was ordered to be sent to 
Brother Dyson (one of the Trustees) 
on the death of his son. 

Bills for rent, printing, and 
stationery, ^14 15s., were ordered to 
be paid. 

Cases from branches were then 
considered and determined upon :— - 

An annuitant applied for an 
increased allowance, but the applica- 
tion not having come through the 
Secretary of the branch, the case was 
ordered to stand over for his opinion 
thereon. 

Brother S. A., of C, aged 71, a 
local preacher 35 years, is a miner 
unable to work ; he has a wife aged 
74. They have had five children, all 
of whom have large families, whioh 
prevent them helping their parent! 
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mnch. He was in former years in 
better circnmstances, and saved a little 
money, but that is now all nsed up. 

Four shillings a week was voted to 
him. 

Brother J. S., of N., aged 70, a local 
preacher for 50 years, is a journey- 
man shoemaker, earning 7s. 6d. to 8s. 
weekly, and has no other source of 
income. He suffers from dyspepsia. 
His wife, aged 67, is an invalid, with 
bad eyes, and subject to epilepsy. He 
has one daughter, who pays his sub- 
scription to our Association. The 
local Secretary has known him for 
40 years. 

Half-a-crown a week was voted to 
him. 

Brother M. C, of W., aged 72, a 
local preacher 24 years, is an agri- 
cultural labourer, aud does a little at 
times, when able, for which he 
receives a little pay. He has also a 
small dole out of some parish land of 
60s. a year, or thereabouts. He is a 
widower. 

Resolved, That the brother have 3s. 
a week at present. 

Brother J. J. K., of N., aged 73, a 
local preacher 48 years, a member of 
our Association from 1852. Is an 
engineman, unable to work, from 
chronic bronchitis. His six children 
allow him about three shillings a 
week. The local Secretary says that 
he has been a laborious and acceptable 
local preacher, occupying their best 
pulpits. 

Four shillings a week was voted to 
him. 

Brother J. K., of P., aged 74, a local 
preacher 46 years, is a farm labourer, 
now out of work. He suffers much 
sickness from a sunstroke, hernia, a 
broken elbow, and maimed arm, and 
a lamed knee. He has a wife, aged 
49, and four children, one of whom is 
at home. He went out from home 
harvesting, but all the money he 
brought back was required for rent on 
his return. 

Five shillings a week was voted to 
him. 

Sister B., of T., aged 72, is the 
widow of a brother; she is almost 
blind, and the parish allow her 2s. 6d. 
weekly. 

Half-a- crown weekly was voted to 
her. 



Another half-crown was voted to 
Sister F. B., of F., who also receives 
2s. 6d. weekly from the parish. 

Brother Milsom was authorised to 
endeavour to form a new branch at 
Wellington. 

Several letters were read and duly 
considered. 

Bro. Chamberlain reported. That 
the Deed of Trust was engrossed and 
signed by one trustee, and the other 
trustees had had notice to do so as soon 
as possible. He also reported that 
the wish of the Annual Meeting for 
the insertion of the names of all the 
trustees could not be complied with. 

The President stated that Brothers 
Cole, Turtle, and himself, had 
arranged to visit Newark, and asked 
for Rules, &c. for distribution among 
the local preachers. 

It was stated that arrangements 
are being made for various public 
meetings. 

Brother Turtle stated that friends 
at Leicester had written for in- 
structions respecting next Annual 
Meeting. 

Brother Amphlett reported that the 
deputation had had a successful time 
at Faversham ; and the collections 
were larger than before. 

The next meeting was fixed to be 
at Brother A. R. Johnson's, 101, Long 
Acre, on "Wednesday, 14th December. 

Brother Parker closed the meeting 
with prayer. 



DEATHS. 

Oct. 1 1 , 1881. Mary Petts, Bakewell , 
2nd Branch, aged forty-three years. 
She died fully trusting in Jesus her 
Saviour. Claim £4. 

Oct. 16, 1881. Thomas Archer, Scar- 
borough Branch, aged fifty- six years. 
He died resting his entire hope on the 
love of Jesus. Claim £6. 

Oct. 18, 1881. William Trustram, 
Southwark Branch, aged fifty-eight 
years. He had a firm trust in Christ 
his Saviour, and in God his Father. The 
last word he uttered was " Father.*^ 
Claim £8. 

Oct. 19, 1881. Philip Haddrell, 
Melksham Branch, aged eighty years. 
No particulars. He had been an an- 
nuitant ninety -one weeks, and received 
£24 14s. Claim £4. 

Oct. 21, 1881. WilUam Mead, High 
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Wycombe Branch, aged sixty-four 
years. His end was peace. Claim £6. 
Oct. 18i 1881. Mary Elizabeth Pile, 
Cardiff Branch, aged thirty-three years. 
Conscious of her end being near she 
called her children around her, and 
bade them farewell, requesting them 
to follow her to heaven. She was not 
only resigned, but prepared for her 
change, entering into rest exclaiming, 
*< Come Lord Jesus, come quickly." 
Qaim£4. 



Nov. 12, 1881. Edmund Morris, 
Walsall Branch, aged sixty-nine years. 
His end was peace. Claim £5. 

Nov. 1 4, 1 881 . James Sails, Howdea 
Branch, aged seventy-five years. He 
had been a local preacher I or^ years. 
Preached his last sermon in Howden 
Chapel on Sunday evening, Nov. 6th, 
was seizea with bronchitis the follow- 
ing Saturday, and died on the 14th. 
His end was peace. Claim £8. 



CASH RECEIVED BY THE GENERAL TREASURER TO Nov. 16th, 1881. 



Birmhighamf Brd—Mx. J. Hockey, hm. qly. 5s 3d 

Tavistock^ Cha^ Collections, igS Is 6d 

Sfidpovt ■•• ••• ••• ••' ••• ••• 

Sowerhy Btidge ••• ••• .•• ... ••• 

Chatteris 2nd ••• ... ... ••• ••• 

dAiton •* ••• ••• ••• ■•• *•* 

PeterhoTough \8t ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Barnsley — Collection at U.M.F,C. 

Xeighley—Ur. W. Laycock, he. 10s ; Mr. T. Parker, hm. 

£1 Is ; Btb. J. R. Redman, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. Rhodes, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Wright, hm. £1 Is 

UervfOTot ••• ■•• ... .*• ••• ••• 

^Luwlcy ... ••• '•■ ••• *•• *•* 

BlandfoTa ... ••• ••. ... ■•• ••• 

Sinelcley .•• .•• •.. .*• ••• ••• 

Forest of BecLi^ ••• •.. •*• .«• ••• 

Stourorvdge ... .*• ••• ... ..• ••• 

Shipley— Mr. J. Dawson, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. Peat, ho. 10s ; 

Mr. G. Taylor, 2s 6d ... ... 

CfC» ^x.lOCLTim .•• .a. •*. ••• ••• ••• 

xjroittrTovvk ••• ... ... ••• ••• ••• 

TOHfiitOn ••• ••• .a. ... .a* aaa 

X/SB/Ord ••• ••• a*. *•• ..a ..a 

TUMTVOrth '.a ••• .a. ... ... 

Isle of Wight .,, ••• ••• ..a ... 

Jlfo-nsjield ... a*. ••• ... 

Blaekhurn—'i/iT. A. Goodare,hm. £1 Is; Mr. W.Tattersall, 
hm. £1 Is ; Collection at Hoghton, 10s 4d ; ditto at 
Mellor, lis 9d ; ditto at Mellor Brook, 5s 6d .. 

Bromsgrove—Mr. C. Field, 5s ; Mr. H. Griflin, 2s ; Mr. W. 
vrrimn, os... ... mm» »•• ... .•. 

Witnbome ... ••• ... ... .. ... 

Thetford—Collect&di by Bro. Fleet, 7s 6d 

Beptford and Woolwich 

Spitalfields^Ur, R. Logan, he. 10s ; Mr. E. S. Snell, hm. 

J|>X Xo ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••* 

Neweastle-on^Tyne — Mr. G. Luckley, hm. £1 Is... 

Faversham—yLt, B. G. Berry, hm. qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. R. S. 
Dunn, hm. qly. 5s 8d ; Mr. A. Humphreys, hm. qly. 5s 
3d ; Mr. G. Johnson, hm. qly, 5s 3d ; Mr. T. Lightfoot, 
58 ; Mr. Lancefi^d. 5s ; Mr. Wildish (extra for old men) 
lOs ; Mr. D. Newing, ho. 10s ; Mr. J. Wildish, hm. qly. 
^s 8d ; Mr. G. Moore, 2b 6d ; Collection at Boughton, 



Free Sub- 
Boriptionsa 

£ S. da 

5 8 
3 16 



2 18 



4 14 



15 



3 9 7 
12 
7 6 



1 11 
1 I 



Benelll 
Members. 

£ 8. d. 

2 18 6 
4 14 
9 
15 
15 

3 3 
12 
3 



5 12 

9 
2 10 
5 2 

1 11 
1 16 
1 10 



1 
1 
2 



4 

1 
8 



a 

3 6 
1 16 

8 

1 16 















9 















I 13 

1 4 

1 19 
18 
8 

3 

2 11 
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£2 138 Bd; ditto at Faversham, £15 28 6d; ditto at 

Green Street, £2 178 7d. Less expenses. £2 l8 5d 

Zanccuter—Mx, J. Bibby, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. x.awlinson, hm. 

fSt x^s ••« •** •'* *** ••• ■** 

Xeightan JSuzsMrd ... ... ••• .. .•• 

JiauiifiQ ••• ••• ••. ••• ••• •• 

JJCTU^ ... ... ••• *** ••* ••* 

\jnSOi€LvO *•■ *.* •*■ *** ■•* •*. 

JDOtvn '*' *** **■ *** *** *** 

Wantage-^'^r, R. Ghnrch, hm. £2 2s ... 

JjCUWwdy ... *•* ••• •■• '•* *** 

JlOlSvOTtt ... ... ■•. ••• *•• ••. 

NottifigJiciint ... ... ••• ... ••• *•- 

Sheffield— Mi. G. Gowlishaw, 28 6d ; Mr. 0. Gibson, he. 

lOs 6d ; Mr. J. Gregory, he. lOs ; Mr. B. Hattersley, 58 ; 

Mrs. W. Loxley, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Skelton, ho. lOs 6d ; 

Mr. T. Stocks, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Westby, hm. £1 Is ; 

ditto for special expenses, 58 ; Collections as follow : 

Brightholmlee (Wath), 12s ; Elsecar (Reform), 10s ; 

GreenhiU (Wath), 48 ; Hemingfield, ditto, 128 ; Hoyland 

Common, ditto, 168 7d ; Normanton Springs, 7s 3d ; 

Worksop, £5 4s 2d... 
JfOmtxcn ... ••• ••• ... ••• ••• 

fVorlcififfton ... ••■ ••• •*. .b. ••• 

Xauth—Mx. J. Bennett, hm. £1 ; Mr. R. Foster, 38 ; Mr. 

J. Mawer, 5s ; Mrs. Oldham, ds ; Mr. J. B. Sharpley, hm. 

£1 ; Dr. Sharpley, hm. £1 ; Mr. H. D. Simpson, qly. 38 
Jjttiooln ••* ... ••• *•• .•• «•• 

^6h^nth4ifii ... ... ... ••• ... ... 

^fwVvn ... ••■ .•• ••• .•• *•• 

iHaZtfodT—Bro. Garrett, Penny Preaching, lis 4d 

Denby Dale — Collection at Emley, £1 14s 4d 

Jdiddlehdfth .. ... ..^ ... ... ... 

iVakefield—MT. J. Firth, he. lOs ; Mr. G. Smith, hm. £1 Is 

Jjwrtley ... .«• ••> .•« ... «•. 

Domniam — Mr. J. L. Bennett^ hm. qly. 58 3d ; Mr. R S. 
Bennett, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Bennett, Jan. hm. qly. 5s 3d; 
Mr. J. Boyce, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J< Flatman, hm. qly. 58 3d 
Mr. R. Gaze, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. R. Harwin, hm. £1 Is ... 

Manchester and Salford ... ... 

Wed/ne»bury—Mx, T. H. Gorle, hm. £1 Is 

S^Xeojord ... ... ... ... •.. ... 

Jbhxxfteilywry ... ... ••• ... 

Bolton — Mr. Jas. Barlow, hm. J.P. £2 2s 
Pi6ker%ng—Vit. S. Baker, hm. £1 6s ; Mr. J. Pieroy, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. R. Smith, ho. lOs 6d ; Mr. G. Smailes, 

nm. Jbx xs ... ... ... ... ... ... 

•^Svt vVSt ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Shrewsbury ... ... .«• ••• 

JlOO^^v ••• ••• ■•« ... ••• ... 

Mlkestone—Mi, H. Rigden, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. Rigden, 

nm. xiXXB ... .. ... ... ... 

Stockport^Mr, W. Good, 58; Mr. J. Gmndy, Jun. hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. C. W. Hall, hm. £1 la ; Mr. W. J. Hall, he. 

lOs 6d ; Mr. J. L. Leigh, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. J. Parkes, 5s; 

Mr. J. J. Thornton, hm. qly. 5s; Mr. J. Turner, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. W. H. Walker, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. M. Wilson, 

hm. £1 Is; Mr. H. Bell, hm. £1 Is ... 
%jwoofevef ... ... ... ... ... ... 

4Sflo8so>p — Mr. John Clayton, qly. 3s. 
Alton ••• ••• 
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MUTUAL-AID A8S00IATI0H BBPOBTBB. 



Tifrk^^/Lt. J. Agar,fani. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Dnnn, hm. £1 1b; 
Mr. W. Matterson, he 10s ; Mr. J. E. Wood, hm. £1 Is 

JLVfffttVflOu ••• ... ... .•. ... 

Barnard Otutle^llLr. Arrosmith, 6s ; Mr. Bam, 58 ; 
Mr. J. Dixon, ho. 10s 6d; Mr. M. J. Dixon, he. 12s; 
Mr. Oarbntt, 6s ; Mr. Hilton, 58 ; Mr. J. Howson, ho. 
128 ; Mr. G. B. Martin, 68 ... 

tjficroo^nC ... ••• ... ... ... ... 

Huddenfield \tt, 

St, Agnet — Collections as follows : Bolinf^ey, fil 6s 6d ; 

Galleotock. 17s lOd ; Mingoose, 6s 3d ; Mithian, 9s Id ; 

Perranwell, 6s; St. Agnes, £1 lOslOd; Silyerwell, 38 6d; 

Treyallas Downs, 2b 8d ; 
WibMey—Wc. T. Barraolonsfh, qly. 38 ; Mr. T. Constantine^ 

qly. ds ; Mr. W. North, 2 qrs. 68 ; Mr. W. Sharp, qly. Ss 
Ledbvry — Mr. J. Powell, 28 6d 
n^ouou ... ••• ••• ... ... ••• 

'Wsdnfsbyry *•• ••• ... ... ••• .•• 

CrorKtang ... ••• ... ... ... ... 

Cardiff Mr. E. Beavan, hm. qly. 68 3d; Mr. F. J. Beavan, 

hm. qly. 68 3d ; Mr. Hugh Bevan, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. 

Merrills, hm. £l Is ; Oapt. Peter Bowe, hm. £2 2s 
Tadcattfr -Mr. Bntton, Ts 6d ; Mr. J. Lawrance, he. lOs ; 

Mr. J. 0. Padman, hm. (2 years) £2; Collections at 

Tadcaster, nett £5 6s 6d 
tSkipton — Collections as under : Airton, £1 Ss 8d ; Barden, 

6s 6d ; Bell Bosh, ISs 8d ; Bradley, £1 Is 8d ; Carlton, 

8b lOd ; Cracoe, 9s 2d ; Eastby, 4s 6d ; Embsay, £1 Is 6d; 

Halton East, 6s 3d ; Helton, 88 Id ; Gargrave, £2 Is 4d ; 

Long Preston, £2 9s 4d ; Malham, 16s ; Temperance 

Hall, 28 7d ; Water Street, £4 lis ; nett £16 Os 9d ... 
•ASit'Kyurftt ••• ... ... •.. ... ... 

St. Helens — Mr. T. Cook, 58 ; Mr. Molynenx, he. lOs ; 

Mr. T. Finch, 2b ; Mr. R. Stnrgesa, 28 6d 
Wellinghorovgh— Mr. F. Beal, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. A. Blott, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr. H. Blott, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Blott, hm. 

£i Is; Mr. N. E Blott, hm.£l Is; Mr. W. Blott, hm. 

£1 Is; Mr. W. 0. Blott, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Norman, hm. 

Warrington — "Rev. J. A. Beet, 6s ; Mr. J. Wild, hm. £1 

Zftvghhortmgh— Mr. T.BoormtkJifhm. £\ \b 

Rotherham — Mr. H. Tomlinson, he. 10s 6d ; Mr. C. Wannop, 

OB. ... ••• ... .•• ••• ..• 

or. Agnes ... ••• ... i.. ••• .*• 

fjrewe ... ••• ••• •*. ... 

Or eat Queen Street — Miss H. White, hm. £1 Is .. 

Mipon-^yir. J. Walton, he. lOs 

jjttiiuiiy ... •*. ... .*• ... ... 

%yUflOiCe ... ..• *.* ... ••• ... 

BrUtol-'R. S., 28 6d; For the Needy Aged Brethren, per 
Bro. Maynard, J. H. V. Y., hm. £1 ; Mrs. A. Stevens, 
no. I us .. ... >• •■• ••• 

Sovthwark and Lambeth — Mr. W. lies, hm. £1 Is 

Office Lint— Mr. B. Bnldwin, hm. £1 Is; Mr. Bousfield, 
28 6d ; Mr. J. W. Chenhale, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Dorsett, hm. 
£1 Is; Mr. W. Almond, hm. £1 Is; Mr. F. J. Mann, 
hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. J. Pitt, hm. £2 2s; Mr. F. Styring, 
nm. ML IB... ••• ... ... ... ... 



For the Aged Brethren at Christmas, Mrs. W. Western, 
£2 lOs Od ... ••• „• ... ,., •„ 
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